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The Richfield Springs Post Office is located at 12 East Main
Street in the Otsego County village of Richfield Springs, New
York. It stands on the south side of the street and faces the
village park, which contains a gazebo. The area features primar-
‘ily nineteenth-century commercial architecture, although the post
office is flanked immediately by a 1950's-era restaurant on the
east and a parking lot on the west. The building is set back from
the street and landscaped with foundation plantings and two maple
trees. A driveway on the west side of the building leads to a
rear parking lot and maneuvering area. The building retains its
integrity to a high degree on both the exterior and interior.
This nomination includes one contributing building.

The Richfield Springs Post Office is a one-story, five-bay
building with a granite clad foundation, brick facades laid in
common bond and limestone trim. Square in shape, the post office
extends five bays to the rear and features a slightly recessed
three-bay rear section which defines the interior workroom space.
The building's front section has a slate-covered hip roof with
built-in gutters and exterior downspouts. The roof is surmounted
by an octagonal cupola with metal window tracery and a decorative
iron weathervane. A flat roof covers the building's three-bay-
deep workroom space. This section also contains an outside end
chimney and a covered mailing platform projecting from the rear
workroom vestibule. A boxed wood cornice and plain limestone
frieze encircles the entire structure. Bronze letters reading
"UNITED STATES POST OFFICE RICHFIELD SPRINGS NEW YORK" are at-
tached to the frieze just above the main entrance.

The main facade of the Richfield Springs Post Office is sym-
metrically composed with three central bays slightly recessed
between plain limestone pilasters. The central entry contains
modern six-light double wood doors which are virtually identical
to the original doors. The original eight-1light transom is above.
On either side of the entrance are large rectangular windows with
eight-over-twelve double-hung wood sash resting on simple wood
panels below. The majority of the remaining windows on all
facades have segmentally arched brick lintels, six-over-six
double-hung wood sash, and limestone sills.

The building is approached by a flight of six granite steps
flanked by original iron railings and two modern lampposts. The
L-shaped public lobby is entered through a wooden multi-paned
vestibule. On the interior, the lobby itself encompasses the four
easternmost bays at the front of the building with the postmaster's
office occupying the northwest corner. The workroom consumes the
majority of the remaining floor space. The lobby remains
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generally intact except for the lighting and some alteration of
the screenline, including one new section of lock boxes installed
in the early 1980's. The new box section replaces two former tel-
ler windows. Original features include terrazzo floors, dark-
green marble baseboards, grey-green veined white marble wains-
cotting and stained wood above the wainscotting reaching to a
height of about eight feet. The customer tables and bulletin
cases are original as is the vestibule. The ceiling is plaster
with a molded plaster cornice. The upper portion of the lobby's
east wall above the door to the postmaster's office contains a
mural painted by John W. Taylor in 1942. It illustrates a dairy
cooperative, including an octagonal barn that is still extant
nearby.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Richfield Springs Post Office, constructed in 1941-2, is
architecturally significant as an intact representative example of
the federal architecture erected as part of the public works
projects initiated by the United States government during the
Great Depression. Its simplified design illustrates forms and
decoration derived from American Colonial period architecture,
specifically alluding to classical elements of the Greek Revival
style. The Colonial Revival had become the accepted style for
most post offices as well as other federally sponsored public ar-
chitecture during the 1920's, 1930's, and early 1940's. Re-
strained classical forms, such as the pilastered entrance of the
Richfield Springs Post Office, were frequently employed for post
office designs of this period in New York State. The Richfield
Springs Post Office is one of seven virtually identical buildings
erected in New York between 1935 and 1942. The use of a standard
pattern for these buildings reflects the increasing simplicity of
design and standardization of form which are characteristic of
post offices of this period, the most prolific era of post office
construction in the nation's history. There are approximately
eighty post office buildings in New York State that represent this
phase of federal design programs, which was largely under the
direction of Louis A. Simon, Supervising Architect of the
Treasury Department from 1933 to 19%39. In addition to its ar-
chitectural importance, the Richfield Springs Post Office is ar-
tistically significant in that it contains a well-preserved mural
executed under the auspices of the United States Treasury
Department's Section of Fine Arts. The Richfield Springs Post
Office has been well maintained and retains most of its original
integrity. ‘

Since the opening of the Great Western Turnpike to this point
in 1808, the village of Richfield Springs has been important as a
summer resort, notable for its numerous restorative mineral
springs. Seventeen springs are found within a one-mile radius of
the village, chief of which is the Great White Sulphur Spring.

The village established its first post office in 1830.
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Service was provided out of the homes and shops of various post-
masters until a separate building was erected in the 1870's.

Prior to the construction of the present building, the post office
was located in the Masonic Block. Congress authorized funds for a
new Richfield Springs post office in the mid-1930's. It was one
of more than 250 new post offices and post office extensions plan-
ned for New York State during that decade. As early as 1930 the
federal government had implemented a massive post office con-
struction program to help offset widespread unemployment caused by
the Great Depression. By the end of the decade, however, with the
onset of World War II, Congress postponed indefinitely the con-
struction of most post offices not yet under contract. Fewer than
thirty postal buildings were actually erected in New York State
between 1939 and 1942. The Richfield Springs Post Office was
built on an empty lot next to one of the large resort hotels.
Melvin Arnold of Syracuse was awarded the construction contract
for the building, but when the foundation was only partially com-
plete, his services were terminated. A new contract for $41,458
went to Carl Westberg & Co. of Chicago, Illinois. Begun in July
of 1940, the post office was finally completed in February, 1942.

The Richfield Springs Post Office is one of seven post of-
fices authorized between 1935 and 1942 that have virtually iden-
tical designs by Louis A. Simon. The other six post offices are
in Dolgeville, Boonville, Depew, Lancaster, Cooperstown (all ‘in-
cluded in the thematic nomination) and Brockport (not included in
the nomination due to loss of integrity). The simple design and
symmetrical massing of these post offices reflects an interest in
standardization, which had been voiced by the Treasury Department
as early as 1915 with the institution of a classification system
for post office construction. In the 1920's and 1930's, several
planned groups of post offices were erected according to standard
designs. In New York State, these range from a group of thirteen
identical modest buildings in the villages of Ticonderoga, Attica,
East Rochester, Springville, Albion, St. Johnsville, Canajoharie,
Harrison, Delhi, Delmar, Lowville, Orchard Park, and Little Valley
to grander urban post offices such as the three in the small
cities of Oneida, Norwich, and Herkimer.

Most of the post offices built in New York State during the
1930's were designed by the Office of the Supervising Architect of
the Treasury under the supervision of Louis A. Simon. Louis A.
Simon served as Supervising Architect from 1933 until 1939, but he
had been associated with the office from 1896. Simon was Superin-
tendent of Architects in the office between 1905 and 193%33. From
1915 to 1933, during the tenure of Acting Supervising Architect
James A. Wetmore, a lawyer and a political appointee, Simon was
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responsible for the direction of much of the design work. Most of
Simon's buildings were designed in the Colonial Revival style and,
on occasion, in a restrained or more simplified classically inspired
style.

The Richfield Springs Post Office is a modestly scaled simple
Colonial Revival style building. Although it had appeared in
federal design before 1920, the Colonial Revival, with its as-
sociation with America's early history, became the most popular
style for post offices in the 1920's and 1930's. The Geneva Post
Office (1905-6), the earliest Colonial Revival style post office
in New York State, is included in this nomination. For the post
offices, Georgian, Federal, and Greek Revival forms were adapted
for use on buildings serving twentieth-century needs. Details,
such as fanlights, transoms, multi-paned windows, classical
columns, eagles, and cupolas, were arranged in a manner suggestive
of eighteenth and early nineteenth century architecture without
being imitative of a particular Colonial era building.

Colonial forms on the Richfield Springs Post Office include
the typical multi-paned wood sash, transoms, hipped roof, and
cupola. In contrast to many of Louis A. Simon's Colonial Revival
style post offices in New York State, the design for the Richfield
Springs Post Office and its six cousins emphasizes Greek Revival
precedents. Most notable are the three recessed central bays of
the main facade, which are divided by simple stone pilasters sup-
porting a broad plain limestone frieze which encirlces the entire
building. This distinctive design feature links the seven build-
ings in this group together as a unit. Differences among these
buildings are subtle and include only minor variations in window
sash and lintels on secondary facades, deviations in brick bond-
ing, and the varying use of cast-stone, granite, poured concrete,
or brick as foundation materials. More significant differences
include the absence of cupolas on the Depew, Dolgeville, Brockport
and Cooperstown Post Offices. In addition, the Cooperstown Post
Office, the most divergent of the seven designs, also includes a
central pediment and an unadorned low parapet. A wooden pediment
was added at a later time above the main entrance of the Boonville
Post Office.

The interior of the Richfield Springs Post Office is laid out
in a utilitarian fashion with no ceremonial spaces. The public
lobby, where postal business is transacted, is L-shaped and modest
in size. There is a postmaster's office to one side of the lobby
and large workroom to the rear. The space has simple, but at-
tractive detail in wood, marble, and terrazzo. One of the most
important interior features is a mural painted by artist John W.
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Taylor in 1942 under the auspices of the Treasury Department's
Section of Fine Arts. The Section sponsored eighty murals and
sculpture projects in New York State between 1935 and 1941, the
commissions usually being won through competitions. This mural
(untitled), which depicts a local landscape, was one of hundreds
of post office murals commissioned by the government during the
Depression that show views of contemporary life and local history.

John W. Taylor was born in Baltimore, Maryland on October 152 4
1897. He studied with S. McDonald Wright and J. Francis Smith of
Los Angeles and also abroad in France from 1929-31. Taylor
received numerous awards during his career and at one time taught
at the Art Student's League.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER

REAL ESTATE DIVISION

WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

May 19, 1988

The Honorable Leonard Butler
Mayor

Village of Richfield Springs
P.0. Box 271

Richfield Springs, NY 13439

Re: Richfield Springs, NY 13439 - Main Post Office

Dear Mayor Butler:

We are pleased to inform you that the U.S. Postal Service, in consonance
with the New York State Historic Preservation Officer, plans to nominate
the above referenced post office facilities to the National Register of
Historic Places. Our nomination will be forwarded to the keeper of the

National Register on June 20,
We would very much appreciate
Please let us know if you may
recommendations at this time.

Signed by WSM

William S. Moncrief

1988.

your endorsement to this nomination.
have any additional comments or

Historic Preservation Coordinator

WSM/bb/0046E1
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{ WINDSOR FSC

June 9, 1988

U.S.Postal Service
Facilities Service Center
Real Estate Division
WIndsor, Conn. 06006-0330

Dear Sirs:

We, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Richfield Springs,
are pleased that our local Post Office is being nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places.

Our entire community is bathed in history and all of us are
aware of the honor to have this history and the buildings involved
listed nationally.

We endorse your efforts and support this nomination.

Very truly yours-

P ety

ames P. Wells
Mayor

Viilage of Richfield
Springs

JPW/m
1md



