




Residence at 199 Prospect Avenue 
Sea Cliff Summer Resort Thematic Group 
Sea Cliff, Nassau County, New York
17. Interrelationship of Building and Surroundings:
The residence at 199 Prospect Avenue is located on a small, 
narrow village lot along Prospect Avenue in the heart of the 
village. The dwelling is surrounded by altered historic and 
modern residences. It is located next to an identical residence 
at 195 Prospect Avenue, which is an individual thematic property. 
The nominated property occupies a plot that is less than one acre 
and contains no outbuildings.
Contributing Buildings: 1.
18. Other Notable Features of Building and Site:
Built in 1890, 199 Prospect Avenue is a two-story building with a 
decorative slate jerkin head roof. The facade has a central 
projecting, three-bay, second floor, shed-roof '’dormer” which 
covers the shed-roof entrance porch. Spool-turned posts, which 
are found on many examples of Sea Cliff's resort architecture, 
support the porch, which has a pedimented entrance with 
bargeboard, fan brackets with sunburst motifs, lattice frieze and 
balustrade. Diamond-molded bargeboard lines the clipped gable 
ends. A dormer and two tapered chimneys punctuate the roof. The 
building has clapboard sheathing with a lattice stringcourse, 
board and batten sheathing on the second floor, and decorative 
fishscale on the dormers and gable ends. The fenestration 
consists of one-over-one sash with stained-glass borders. The 
exterior of the house remains virtually unaltered. The 
building's interior also remains relatively intact and retains 
numerous period finishes and trim.
20. Historical and Architectural Importance:
The residence at 199 Prospect Avenue (1890) is architecturally 
significant as a distinctive example of Sea Cliff's summer resort 
architecture. Associated with the rapid late nineteenth century 
development of the community as a picturesque seaside resort, 199 
Prospect Avenue was constructed as a private summer house during 
the peak of the resort development. By the 1890s, the village 
was a firmly established vacation retreat which was experiencing 
an influx of summer visitors and its related residential and 
commercial development. Number 199 Prospect Avenue is a 
particularly well-known local landmark due to its intact historic 
appearance and because 199 and 195 Prospect Avenue are identical 
residences. It displays a picturesque mixture of late nineteenth 
century Victorian era ornamentation including a compact mass, 
which has been embellished with a rich array of surface detail, a 
jerkin-head roof with fishscale slate shingles, large and small 
dormers, a pair of brick chimneys, various single and double 
windows with stained-glass borders, decorative bargeboards, 
exposed rafter ends, a variety of exterior sheathing, and an 
intricately detailed front porch . The fanciful ornamentation 
applied to the relatively small residence at 199 Prospect Avenue 
is indicative of Sea Cliff's late nineteenth century_summer 
resort architecture and illustrates the tastes and lifestyles of 
its seasonal population during its rapid development.
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