
BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

r nys office of parks, recreationf 1 & HISTORIC PRESERVATION
5 I DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
I8 (518) 474^79 PARKS & RECREATldsf^

UNIQUE SITE NO.. 
QUAD.
SERIES.

OtT g

. NO..

■■■' ? ■ .

YOUR NAME: AGENCY BLDG.#I 
lEMPlRt STATife PLaZA

YOUR ADDRESS: ALBANY, NY 122i% 

ORGANIZATION (if any)._________________

DATE;.
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Balcastle
TQWN/CITY: NA yiLLAGE: Southampt-nn

IDENTIFICATION
1. BUILDING NAME(S);_
2. rnUNTY: Suffolk
3. STREET LOCATION:Northwest corner of Herrick and Little Plains Roads
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public □ h private C3
5. PRESENT OWNER: K T ans and T.yrm T.ii r W aADDRESS:^ / n Tr-ario Lake Success
6. USE: Original: rawi danfl ___________Present: game__________==_______ New York
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC:

DESCRIPTION 
8. BUILDING . 

MATERIAL.

0. STRUCTURAL 
SYSTEM:

(if knovn)

10. CONDITION:
11. INTEGRITY:

Exterior visible from public road: YesQ No O 
Interior accessible: Explain by appn^n^■manf nnly

a. clapboard O b. stone CD c. brick El d. board aod^ batten Q
e. cobblestone □ f. shingles □ g. stucco □ other:

a. wood frame with interlocking joints CD
b. wood frame with light members 0
c. masonry load bearing walls O
d. metal (explain)________________ _
e. other____________________________

a. excellent O b. good S c. fair D d. deteriorated □
a. original site B b. moved O if so,when? ______________
c. list major alterations and dates (if known):

12. PHOTO:

See attached

13. MAP:

See attached
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14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known^ b. zoning □ c. roads □
d. developen □ e. deterioration □
f. other: _________ ^_________________

^ '-ft#:.

f-j ''. > f

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY^ , / : .
a. bamD b. carn% house O’, ^c. jarage □
d. privy □ e. shed Q *f. gree’nndase □
g. shop □ h. gardens □ 
i. landscape features:_________________________
j. other: ga rH p.n pavl T I on ; rnn 1~ r ^ h n <-1 n g 

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than one if necessary):
a. open land □ b. woodland □
c. scattered buildings CD
d. densely built-up 0 e. commercial D 
f. industrial □ g. residential jE3
h. other:_______________________________

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: 
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

• v»

See attached
gri:. y.

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

See attached

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 1ono-1q1n

ARCHITECT:. 

BUILDER:

unknown

Edward F. Ili.qfnn

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: 

See attached

21. SOURCES:

See item 9 on nomination form

22. THEME: nA
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#17

Balcastle is a large, early twentieth century brick residence 
located on the northwest comer of Little Plains and Herrick 
Roads. It is situated close to the road on a flat, less than 
one-acre, landscaped lot. The nominated property is surrounded 
by a relatively modem, dense residential neighborhood primarily 
consisting of single family wood frame houses and scattered, 
altered period dwellings. There is a small wood frame hexagonal 
garden pavilion on the nominated property. The brick residence 
is conspicuous in the neighborhood because it ifi larger than 
the surrounding wood frame dwellings. The house's landscaped 
lot with open lawn and mature plantings providesthe residence 
with an historic village setting. (Two contributing buildings).

#18

Balcastle is a large, one-story, five-bay, brick sheathed 
residence with a small-scale, one and one-half story octagonal 
tower on its west side and a large, two-story square tower on 
its east side. This large square tower dominates the overall 
composition. The building sits on a high brick foundation.
Its central main entrance has a high stoop with two (divided) 
stairways, a basement entry below, and a glass enclosed 
porch (with bracketed comice) . The buildings rectangular 
windows are multi-paned, decorated with intricate tracery, 
and have flat brick arches with stone keystones. The square 
tower's second floor is punctuated with large, triple, 
multi-paned, double-hung windows with broad pointed brick 
arches and stone keystones. The windows within the arches have 
been painted white. The one-story section of the building 
has a flat roof with a simple moulded comice line. The 
small octagonal tower has a flat roof with a castellated, gauged 
brick parapet. The large square tower has brick corbelling 
along its flat roof line and a shingled and castellated parapet 
(which has a flared base and shallow overhang). Large areas 
of the building's exterior are covered with ivy. An open 
lawn and mature plantings provide the residence with a particularly 
picturesque historic village setting. The nominated property 
also retains a small hexagonal garden pavilion built in the 
early twentieth century which complements the main residence 
as a result of its large pointed arched windows with tracery.

#20.

Balcastle is architecturally significant as Southampton's 
only example of castellated Gothic architecture. Built in 1910 
by local builder Edward Elliston for a prosperous Russian 
immigrant, Balcastle has long been recognized as a local 
landmark because of its distinctively medieval profile in an 
architectural context comprised mostly of frame buildings.
Although unusual in its massing, the handsome residence displays 
many of the design features which are hallmarks of the castellated 
Gothic style including an overall asymmetrical, picturesque
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#20.

appearance, pointed arches, masonry construction, window tracery, 
various towers, and castellated rooflines.

When Balcastle was built in 1910, the village of Southampton 
was reaching the zenith of historic tum-of-the-century summer 
resort development. Toward the end of the nineteenth century, 
the village's summer population was steadily increasing and 
construction of summer homes and related facilities was on the 
rise. During the early twentieth century, Southampton became 
firmly established as one of the most fashionable summer resort 
communities on the northeastern seacoast. Throughout 
Southampton's extensive resort development, the middle and upper 
income summer visitors were building a wide range of dwellings 
whose designs were based on a variety of popular tum-of-the 
century (1900) American architectural styles. In keeping with 
that romantic and eclectic architectural taste^Balcastle 
survives as a reminder of the very cosmopolitan character of 
Southampton as it developed into an early twentieth century 
summer retreat for the wealthy. Oral tradition has linked 
Balcastle with a "prosperous Russian immigrant," about whom 
nothing is known. Its builder, Edward Elliston, is more well 
known by local historians, who rank him as a successful and 
prominent local builder who was active during the village's 
period resort development. Examples of his work can also be 
found in the nominated Southampton Village Historic District.
Balcastle is different from Elliston's other work in its 

exterior brick sheathing and castellated Gothic design, which 
reflects the original owner's personal architectural tastes 
and his social aspirations in the community.
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MULTIPLE RESOURCES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
SOUTHAMPTON, SUFFOLK COUNTY, NY.

BALCASTLE
(Northwest comer of Little Plains & Herrid 
Traced from Southampton Village Roads)
Tax Map, Southampton Village Hall,
23 Main Street, Southampton, NY.
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Name Southampton Village Multiple Resource Area 
State buttolk County, NEW YORK
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Area________________ ^ S ■
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Eaicxeo .t: '...0 Date/Signature

1. Balcastle Sa.-'.ne-.
LX

Attest

2. Beech Road Historic District
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3. Bowers, Dr. Wesley, House’ ^ e«Tr;^^eeper
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5. Goodale, Capt. C., House \ ‘ -^^eper
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xister
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Keeper
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Balcastle (Southampton Village MRA) 
Suffolk County 
NEW YORK

□ resubmission
O nomination by person or local government
□ owner objection 
im appeal

Wor.inoNo, 2 0 1986

Fed. Reg. Datei^^^^^

Date Due: -------

-------------------------

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: □ sample n request □ appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer_____
Discipline_____
Date_________

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? □ yes □ no

7. Description

Condition
□ excellent
□ good
□ fair

□ deteriorated
1 1 ruins
□ unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered

Check one
□ original site
□ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ alterations/integrity
□ dates
I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CD clarity
im applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other

■ ' i . vJr’S'of'

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

.=•4.

' ,vA,

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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