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1. Name
historic Judge Jnbri "Fine Hmieo

and or common

2. Location
street & number 422 State Street not for publication

city, town Ogdensburg - vicinity of

state New York code n-?#; county St. Lawrence code 089

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied ___ agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied ----- commercial park

structure both work in progress educational —X- private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment reiigious

V object in process yes: restricted ----- government ------scientific
being considered ^xy«s: unrestricted industrial transportation

N/A no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name ■TampR T- Ptvfllips

street* number 422 State Street

city, town Ogdensburg . vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. S t. Lawrence County Clerk's Office

street & number Courthouse
city, town Canton state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title New York Statewide Inventory has this property been determined eligible? ^ no

date 1983 federal x— state . county local
New York State Division for Historic Preservation 

depository for survey records Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza

city, town Albany state New York



7. Description
' 5

Condition 
^_excellent

good
fair

deteriorated 
. ruins 
.unexposed

Check one 
___ unaltered
X- altered

Check one
X original site 

___ moved date NA

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Judge John Fine house is located in the city of Ogdensburg, a 
community of 13|000 in northern New York State. The city is the 
commercial center for the region and a major portal on the border 
between the United States and Canada. Situated at 422 State 
Street in a mixed residential/commercial neighborhood, the Fine 
house is opposite the Ogdensburg Post Office (National Register 
listed, August 16, 1977) and approximately three blocks from the 
Library Park Historic District (National Register listed, November 
4, 1982). The nominated property consists of two contributing 
buildings, the Fine house and its related early twentieth century 
garage,on a .4-acre lot.

The building is a two-story, three-bay Greek Revival style 
residence appended to an earlier one and one-half story rear wing. 
Both sections of the house are built of local blue limestone laid 
in a rock-faced ashlar pattern with smooth-dressed stone sills and 
lintels, topped by gabled roofs; the front, two-story section has 
a broad entablature with cornice returns. The porch , which runs 
along the front (west) and south sides of the the building, fea­
tures Doric posts supporting an entablature with triglyphs. The 
roof of the porch is embellished with cast-iron cresting. The 
porch railing is carried on turned vase-shaped balusters (photo 
#1). The main entrance consists of a pair of single-panel doors 
of walnut with a transom light, set in a trabeated Doric surround 
(photo #2). The rear section of the house retains three-over-three 
and six-over-six double-hung sash windows. A polygonal frame bay 
window with cresting like that on the front porch serves as an 
entrance to the rear wing. A third entrance at the rear is shel­
tered by a simple, full-width, shed-roofed porch.

Inside, the house features a side-hall plan in the main block with 
three large, interconnected rooms on the south side of the hall. 
Behind the main stairs, a secondary hall leads to a rear staircase 
and the rear wing, which contains the original kitchen, a dining 
room with a large polygonal bay window, a- pantry, and a third 
staircase. On the second floor, two large bedrooms correspond to 
the front and middle rooms below; there are two rooms at the rear 
of this section, and a fifth room over the front entrance. The 
second floor of the rear wing, accessible only from the first 
floor, contains four corner rooms arranged around the central 
stair hall (see attached plans 1 and 2).
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The main rooms of the house feature massive Greek Revival style 
woodwork of unpainted cherry. The main rooms of the main block 
are separated by sets of double pocket doors. The deeply recessed 
windows feature panelled pocket shutters, and the front and rear 
rooms retain simple Doric mantels and hearth surrounds of local 
gray marble (photo #3). The ceilings in these rooms are decorated 
with moulded plaster cornices and chandelier medallions. The 
stairs feature mid-nineteenth century turned balusters and a large 
vase-shaped turned newel. The hall was remodelled ca. 1910 when a 
vestibule was created by the insertion of a panelled wall with 
double doors; at this time, plain battens were applied to the wall 
under the stairs and a simple brass lantern style hanging elec­
trical fixture was installed (photo #4). In the rear wing, the 
pantry features a raid-nineteenth century sink of hammered copper. 
The kitchen retains its early brick fireplace with a segmentally 
arched lintel, swinging crane, cast-iron oven insert, and wood 
mantel shelf (photo #5). The original kitchen also features 
flooring and wainscoting of wide (twelve-inch) planks and a 
late-nineteenth century celling of stamped metal.

While the Fine house is currently in use as multiple residence, 
there has been little alteration of the floor plan and decorative 
plaster and woodwork are Intact. The apartments are separated by 
original walls and doors and new partitions in the halls and some 
second-floor rooms (see plans 1 and 2). At the rear of the 
property is a simple frame three-bay garage topped by a hipped 
roof. The garage is sheathed with corrugated sheet metal and has 
three pairs of plank doors on strap hinges (photo #6).



8. Significance
Period
___prehistoric

 1400-1499 
 1500-1599

_1600-1699
1700-1799 

_X 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture.

archeology-historic
___agriculture
-jL- architecture 
___art
___ commerce
___ communications

___conservation
___ economics
___education
___engineering
___exploration/settlement

industry
invention

_ law 
literature 

_ military 
music

.. philosophy 
politics/government

religion 
science 

. sculpture 
social/
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates ca. 1823-ca.l910 Builder/Architect Urias Pearson

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Judge John Fine house is architecturally significant as an in­
tact example of a finely crafted Greek Revival style residence in 
Ogdensburg constructed of local St. Lawrence County blue 
limestone. Although limestone buildings are common in rural areas 
of St. Lawrence County , the Fine house is one of relatively few 
buildings constructed of this locally popular material left in Og­
densburg and illustrates the application of the local limestone 
building tradition to the construction of a substantial residence 
for a prominent local resident. Crafted by local builder Urias 
Pearson, the building's construction is exceptionally well 
documented by detailed estimates, bills and receipts which reveal 
important data about mid-nineteenth century building practices.
The house is also historically significant as the home of John 
Fine (1794-1865), early promoter of St. Lawrence County and 
prominent politician and jurist. The house was built in stages 
between ca. 1823 and 1852. Alterations made at the turn of the 
century and the construction of a three-bay garage in the early 
twentieth century recall the property's continuing use as a sub­
stantial middle-class residence.

The Fine house illustrates the St. Lawrence valley tradition of 
using Indigenous limestone in the construction of a wide variety 
of buildings. The use of this material was prevalent from the 
early nineteenth century settlement period to the Civil War 
period. Modest buildings are typified by rough-cut stone, usually 
laid in a random ashlar pattern with flat arches composed of 
rough-cut voussoirs. More ambitious buildings, such as the Fine 
house, feature a higher level of craftsmanship as seen in the 
finely dressed coursed ashlar walls with smooth-dressed stone lin­
tels and sills and make a clear stylistic reference to academic 
sources, most commonly in the Federal or Greek Revival style. 
Outstanding craftsmanship and quality materials can also be seen 
in the choice of black walnut for the front entry doors and main 
stair railing, white oak flooring, and cherry for the woodwork, 
which includes mantels, door and window surrounds, sets of double 
pocket doors between the parlors, and panelled pocket shutters. 
Ceilings in the three parlors of the main block are embellished 
with cast plaster cornice mouldings and chandelier medallions.
The massive floor timbers used ip- the building measure five by 
fourteen inches. The Fine house's Greek g,evival character is ex­
hibited in the building's massing, boldly moulded entablature with

^ ' ! v' 4 .•



9. Major Bibliographical References

Albany, New York, New York State Division for Historic Preservation 
Research Files.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Qgdensburg East 
UTM References

Quadrangle scale 1;__24 OQQ

^ 11 ft 14 fill 1 n 1 fin 1 14i ql419I Q91 ol “ , 1 , 1 , I 1 1 11 I 1 1 I 1
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

C 1 i 1 . 1 I . ill I 1 I I 1 D L_J i J 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1
E 1 1 1 Mill. 1 1 . 1 I 1 I I 1 M IJ11 r L„- , 1 1 I 1 . 1 I I 1
gI I 1 Il.il. 1 1 I 1 I 1 . I 1 Hi , 1 1 1 , 1 , . 1 1 . 1 . 1 , , 1

Verbal boundary description and justification

Boundary is indicated by heavy black line on attached tax map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state n/A ________ code__________ county________________________ code

?lf,

-■ i

state code county code

411. Form Prepared By
name/title

organization

Robert T. Englerf, National Register Program Assistant 
New York State Division for 
TT-f Hl-<vri r! Preservation__________ date October. 1985

Agency Building 1 
street & number Vinpire State Plaza telephone 518/474-0479

city or town Albany state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

___ national ------state _X_ local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the NationaLPark r

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Deputy ConimT SSI oner for y^torlc Preservation

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date /—9

Of the National Register

Attest!
Chief of Registration

GPO 91 1 *399
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cornice returns, single-panel doors, trabeated mantels, and 
trabeated door and window surrounds. Although the Greek Revival 
and other Neoclassical styles persisted in the St. Lawrence val­
ley at least through the 1860s and the mid-nineteenth century pic­
turesque architectural styles never became widely popular in the 
region, the influence of the Italianate style can nonetheless be 
seen in the Fine house's double-door entry with transom, moulded 
concave chandelier medallions, semi-octagonal bay window, and 
vase-shaped turned newel.

John Fine was born in New York City on August 26, 1794. Upon his 
graduation from Columbia College in 1809, Fine studied law for a 
year in Litchfield, Connecticut and received a Master of Arts 
degree from Columbia College in 1812. Fine moved to Ogdensburg 
in 1815, where he established a legal practice with Louis Has- 
brouck. Fine served as St. Lawrence County Treasurer between 1821 
and 1833; in 1824, he was appointed first judge of St. Lawrence 
County, a position to which he was reappointed until 1839- In 
1838, Fine was elected to Congress. In 1844, Fine was reappointed 
first judge of St. Lawrence County, holding the position until 
the adoption of a new State Constitution in 1847. In 1848 he was 
elected to the New York State Senate, where he introduced and 
helped secure passage of legislation which protected the property 
rights of married women. In addition to his legal and political 
activities. Fine owned extensive tracts of timberland in the area 
and was instrumental in promoting the development and settlement 
of the town of Fine, which was formed March 27, 1849 and named in 
his honor. In 1850, Hamilton College conferred a Doctor of Laws 
degree upon Judge Fine.

Fine purchased the land for his house on Euphemia Street (the 
present State Street) from Palmer Cleveland in 1821 and purchased 
an adjacent lot in 1823- At this time, he built a small one and 
one-half story stone residence, the rear wing of the present 
house. Between 1849 and 1851, the front two-story portion of the 
house was constructed for Fine by builder Urias Pearson. Sur­
viving records of the house's mid-nineteenth century expansion, 
dated between 1848 and 1851, include bills for seasoned framing 
and finishing lumber, lists of hardware and glass to be installed, 
a measurement of the completed building by R. Thompson, and John 
Fine's application to the United States Mutual Insurance Company 
for fire insurance. These documents constitute an exceptional 
record of mid-nineteenth century construction practices; their

■3
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survival increases our understanding of architectural history 
during this period as well as enhancing the property's associa­
tions with Ogdensburg's nineteenth-century economic and social 
history.

Following Fine's death in 1865, the house was purchased by Dr.
John H. Benton of Oxbow. Dr. Benton was a descendant of Dr. Abner 
Benton, Oxbow's first physician in 1818 and first postmaster in 
1819. (The Dr. Abner Benton house in Oxbow was listed on the 
National Register August 23, 1984). Dr. Benton was also related 
to Col. Zebulon Howell Benton, North Country promoter and in­
dustrialist and husband of Charlotte Caroline Bonaparte, niece of 
Napoleon and daughter of Joseph, King of Spain. The Benton family 
added the Classical Revival style porch and the window bay in the 
central parlor of the main block of the house in the 1890s and 
retained ownership until 1939. The intact early twentieth century 
garage, added during this period, also recalls this later period 
of the property's history.

The Fine house remains as an outstanding and exceptionally well 
documented example of the local limestone building tradition and 
is associated with the life of John Fine, one of the prominent 
early developers of Ogdensburg and St. Lawrence County.
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Judge John Fine House
Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence County, NY
Measurements of house

Source: Albany, NY. NYS Div. for 
Historic Preservation Research 
Files.
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INDEX MAP

City of Ogdensburg, New York 
District No. 401200 
Section # 48.079 
Based on
Ogdensburg Assessment map
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Fine, Judge John, House 
St. Lawrence County 
NEW YORK Working No.. DEC 1^2/985

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection
O appeal

Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: ~~
Action:

1» tiie ___ RETURN.
REJECT.

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: EH sample IH] request EH appeal EH NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

-■ i

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? EH yes EH no

7. Description

Conditicn 
im excellent 
O good 
□ fair

O deteriorated 
□ ruins 
n unexposed

Check one 
dl unaltered 
d] altered

Check one 
CH original site 
EH moved date.

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph 
EH completeness
EH clarity
EH alterations/integrity
□ dates
EH boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specif i c dates Bui Ider/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph 
EH completeness 
EH clarity
EH applicable criteria 
EH justification of areas checked 
EH relating significance to the resource 
EH context
EH relationship of integrity to significance 
EH justification of exception 
EH other

...:

V;

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

EH Maps 
EH Photographs 
EH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 91 8>450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet




























