




Huntington Multiple Resource Area
Suffolk Co., New York

John Rogers House, 627 Half Hollow Road

17. The John Rogers House is situated on a 1.2 acre plot along High 
Hollow Road. One of the earliest paths in the area. Half Hollow 
Road runs through the heart of Half Hollow Hills, an area 
located south of the village of Huntington near the Babylon
town line. Half Hollow Hills is one of the few areas in Huntington 
which retains its eighteenth-century ambience and rural setting.
It is lined with scattered historic properties, many of which 
are horse farms, located away from the narrow winding lanes.
The house, which is situated near the road, is encircled by a 
picket fence and includes a modern non-contributing garage.
Tax map #278-1-3.1. (1 contributing building)

18. The John Rogers House is a one and one-half story dwelling with 
dark weathered shingle sheathing and a saltbox profile. The 
gable roofed structure has a central chimney. The five-bay 
facade is punctuated by eight-pane frieze windows and six-over- 
six double-hung sash windows with wide^plain wood surrounds.
The central entrance has a cornice supported on narrow pilasters 
with delicately detailed corner blocks.

Under the sweeping saltbox profile to the rear is a one-story 
kitchen wing and semi-enclosed porch. A two-storied, (of an 
orignal four-storied) square water tower with flared base is 
attached to the rear of the house. The shingle clad water tower 
has eight-pane fixed windows and a balustrade on top. The only 
exterior alterations to the house have been the mid-twentieth 
century additions of a bay window on the west side, a picture 
window on the east elevation, and gable roof dormers in the rear.

The house retains its original central hall floor plan, moldings, 
fireplaces, door and window surrounds, and corner cupboards.
Period hardware also exists throughout the house. A modern, non­
contributing garage is located to the rear of the house.

20. The John Rogers House, known locally as "Five Gates," is
architecturally significant within the multiple resource area 
as one of the largest and most stylish examples of early 
settlement period architecture in the town of Huntington. Built 
in 1732, the dwelling exhibits the characteristics common to 
its settlement period such as timber-framing, shingle-sheathing, 
attic story windows, a central chimney, and minimal decorative 
detail. In addition, it has a restrained Federal style entrance 
with cornice, slender pilasters, and corner blocks. Although it 
exhibits the form and plan common to settlement period 
architecture, the John Rogers House is distinctive for its prominent 
size, symmetrical facade, and well-crafted details. The dwelling 
is historically significant as one of the oldest, most intact 
properties associated with the settlement and early growth of 
the Half Hollow Hills section of Huntington.
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The residence was built on 257 acres of land originally granted to 
John Rogers in 1706 by Queen Anne of England. The dwelling is 
known locally as "Five Gates" because of the original five gates 
on the property leading to grazing areas. The John Rogers House 
has remained relatively unaltered, and survives as one of the most 
distinctive examples of eighteenth-cetnury settlement period 
architecture recalling the early growth and development of 
Huntington.
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