




Htintington Multiple Resource Area
Suffolk County, New York

Prime-Octagon House, 41 Prime Avenue

17. The Prime-Octagon House occupies a small village lot (less 
than one acre) along Prime Avenue, a secondary street in

'the unincorporated village of Huntington. Prime Avenue 
is bordered on the west by early twentieth century homes 
and Heckscher Park on the east side. The nominated dwelling 
has an attached, non-contributing modem garage.
(1 contributing building)

18. The Prime-Octagon House is a two-story, octagonal structure 
with stucco walls and a nearly flat hipped-roof. The 
building is distinguished by a projecting denticulated 
comice with brackets and a square cupola with ventilator 
panels. The paired six-over-six double-hung sash windows 
have heavily molded surrounds and bracket-supported window 
sills. The side entrance has a simple but heavily molded 
surround.

The original porch was removed in the mid-twentieth century 
and replaced by a smaller gable roof entrance porch with 
square columns. An interior chimney was built on the south 
side. In the 1950s, a modem garage was connected to the 
northwest side of the house by a gable roof breezeway.
The house's interior is relatively xinaltered and retains 
its wall and ceiling finishes, trim, flooring, and overall 
plan.

20. The Prime-Octagaon House is architecturally significant
as Huntington's only example of the popular mid-nineteenth 
century octagon style of architecture. Built c.1859, the Prime- 
Octagon House, a well-crafted and representative example of 
its type, reflects the innovative architectural concepts 
of Orson S. Fowler, the designer and promoter of the octagon 
style. Built for Ezra C. Prime, a prosperous thimble 
manufacturer, the octagon house is associationed with one 
of Hvintington's prominent manufacturing families.

The popularity of employing the octagon shape for residences 
was stimulated by the writing of Orson Squire Fowler, noted 
phrenologist. The Octagon House: Avrtome for All, first 
published by Fowler in 1848, spread his philosophy throughout 
the United States. Fowler promoted the octagon house, with 
its economy of materials, functional interior and ample 
fenestration, as the perfect house for the working-class 
family. Fowler's book furnished complete instmctions for 
the individual wishing to construct an octagon, thus 
alleviating the financial burden of employing an architect 
and/or builder. The octagon style of building was particularly 
popular in New. York State, where at one time there were well 
over a hundred examples of the type. The number has 
dwindled in recent years, making each remaining octagon 
dwelling all the more significant. The Prime-Octagon House 
is the only example of its type in the town of Huntington 
and at this time, one of two known examples in Suffolk County 
(the Andrew Gildersleeve Octagon House in Mattituck was 
National Register listed, 1976).
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20. Built C.1859, the Prime-Octagon House is loosely patterned
after the plans of the John J. Brown Residence in Williamsburgh, 
New York as shown in Fowler's book. The first floor was 
built with Rosendale cement and gravel dug from the cellar.
The second floor is composed of brick with a stucco-coating.
The walls are 18" thick. The projecting bracketed cornice 
and paired windows with bracket-supported sills were copied 
from the Brown Residence plans. Although lacking its 
original porch, the Prime-Octagon House remains virtually 
unaltered as a fine, representative example of its type.

The dwelling is associated with Ezra C. Prime, the prosperous 
local thimble manufacturer. Bom in Huntington, Prime worked 
in the silver business in New York City and started producing 
thimbles. By 1860, he had opened Prime Avenue from Main 
Street to Mill Lane and owned land on both sides. He 
proceeded to build a dam on his property and used the water 
power to operate his factory. By 1859, Prime had the 
octagon house built, although it is not known whethbr it 
was for his own use or that of an employee. Prime's business 
flourished until the 1880s. Today, Heckscher Park occupies 
the site of Prime's thitible factory and the octagon house 
remains as one of two unaltered structures(see Prime House) 
associated with Huntington's nineteenth-century industrial 
development and the locally prominent Prime family.
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