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John Wood House, 121 McKay Road

17.

18.

20,

The John Wood House occupies a three-acre plot along McKay
Road in South Huntington. The area has been extensively
developed throughout the mid-twentieth century and
contemporary single family dwellings on one-quarter acre
plots predominate. The few historic properties which
survive in the area are quite evident by their appearance
and larger land holdings. The house sits very close to

the street, which curves and narrows to accommodate it.

The nominated property contains a gabled-roof well
structure that contributes to the property's historic rural
development. (One contributing building, One Contributing structure)

The John Wood House is a four-bay, one-story dwelling which
has a salt-box profile and massive central chimmey. A
one-story shed roofed wing on the east elevation (c.1800)
and a one-story flat-roofed wing on the west side (c.1920)
enlarged the original dwelling. The facade, which faces
north, has six-over-six double-hung sash and a shed roof
front porch on square columns. The side additions and rear
have varied fenestration. The original shingle siding was
covered with aluminum siding in 1976.

The interior retains the original mortise and tenon framing
including the summer beam and projecting girts and sills
which are visible in the living room. Corner braces and
boxed beams are visible in many of the second floor rooms,
The dwelling retains its original floor plan, moldings,

door and window surrounds, and period hardware. The
fireplaces remain but have been wallpapered over. The only
interior alterations have been the removal of the first floor
floor joists and flooring in 1948 and the reconstruction

of the stairway.

A barn, which was built at approximately the same time as
the house, stood on the property until 1978. The only
surviving outbuilding is an early stone well with gable-
roof canopy.

The John Wood House is architecturally and historically
significant as one of the oldest extant properties in the town
of Huntington and as a representative example of local
settlement period architecture. Built c¢.1704, the dwelling
exhibits all of the architectural details which characterize
early settlement period building practices including timber-
framing, a central chimney, a salt-box profile, small-pane
windows, and a lack of decorative detail. The residence

has a heavy timber frame which, unlike many other settlement
period properties in the town, is clearly visible on the
interior. The gable-roofed well structure appears to date
from the nineteenth century (although it could be earlier)
and illustrates the nominated property's subsequent period
agricultural use,
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John Wood House

20.

The dwelling was built c¢.1704 by John Wood. The property
remained in the Wood family until the early nineteenth
century when Joseph Sammis acquired it. The Sammis'

owned it until 1900 when the Bohlens bought it. The house
remains in Bohlen ownership and is one of few surviving
historic properties in South Huntington.

Albthough altered by the addition of aluminum siding, this
residence clearly exhibits the distinctive characteristics
of its period, style and method of construction and remains
a significant link with the town's earliest period of
settlement and growth.
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