




Huntington Multiple Resource Area 
Suffolk Co., New York

Wiggins-Rolph House, 518 Park Avenue

17. The Wiggins-Rolph House is located on a less than one acre lot 
near the corner of Park Avenue and Leslie Lane in the 
unincorporated village of Huntington. A major north/south 
road. Park Avenue is bordered by the village common and the 
Old Town Green Historic District to the north. The nominated 
property is Icoated in a neighborhood of extensively altered 
nineteenth-century and early twentieth century dwellings 
situated on small village lots. The property contains no 
outbuildings. (1 contributing building)

18. Built in 1848, the Wiggins-Rolph House is a large, two and 
one-half story, five-bay shingled residence with a modern 
one-story south wing and a modern two-story, north wing. The 
steeply pitched gable roof is dominated by paired interior 
end chimneys on both sides. The facade is distinguished
by a narrow frieze, six-over-six, double-hung sash windows 
with louvered shutters, and a central entrance with a massive 
Greek Revival style door surround consisting of fluted 
pilasters, sidelights, transom, and frieze cornice. The 
windows have simple flush wooden trim. A rear shed roof wing 
has frieze windows and small six-over-six double-hung sash 
windows.

In the early twentieth century, wings were added to both sides 
of the house. On the south, a one-story, one-bay gable roof 
wing was built. On the north, a two-story, two-bay flat roof 
wing with an enclosed second floor porch was added. The wings 
have six-over-six double-hung sash windows with simple wood 
trim.

20. The Wiggins-Rolph House is architecturally significant as a 
distinctive and conspicuous example of mid-nineteenth century 
domestic architecture in Huntington which retains 
settlement period architectural characteristics. Built in 1848, 
the residence is one of the last examples of its style to be 
built in Huntington and.as such, represents the strong, ongoing 
influence of the local building tradition on Huntington's 
nineteenth-century residential architecture. Despite its mid­
nineteenth century date, the Wiggins-Rolph House exhibits many 
of the architectural characteristics commonly associated with 
settlement period buildings of the seventeenth, eighteenth, 
and early nineteenth centuries including timber-framing, shingle 
sheathing, a Greek Revival style door surround, interior end 
chimneys, multi-pane sash and an overall lack of decorative 
detail. In addition, the residence retains a circa 1750 
wing incorporated as a rear ell. The residence served as the 
home of several people prominent in local history and the 
nineteenth and twentieth century development of the Huntington 
community.
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Wiggins-Rolph House, 518 Park Avenue

20. The locally prominent Judge Moses Rolph built the present house 
in 1848, incorporating the earlier eighteenth-century dwelling 
of Dr. Daniel Wiggins in the rear ell. Dr. Wiggins practiced 
in his home from circa 1750 until his death in 1805. He 
isolated smallpox patients in an outbuilding to the rear of the 
house (demolished in early nineteenth century). Hallock Wiggins, 
a shoemaker, later sold it to Judge Rolph. By 1860, Rufus 
Prime owned the dwelling and bequeathed it to his daughter 
Cornelia Prime, who lived on the property until 1923. A 
member of the locally prominent and wealthy Prime family, 
Cornelia was known as the "town philanthropist" donating 
property and funding for Huntington Hospital, the Sewing and 
Trade School (included in the Old Town Hall Historic District) 
and the clock tower on the town hall (also included in the 
Old Town Hall Historic District).

The Wiggins-Rolph House remains architecturally significant 
as a distinctive example of mid-nineteenth century domestic 
architecture in the town and historically significant for its 
association with various locally prominent families.
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