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Charles Geoghegan House, 9 Harbor Hill Drive

The Charles Geoghegan House is located on a one and one-half
acre lot along Harbor Hill Drive in the incorporated village
of Huntington Bay. An area which retains its turn-of-the-
century ambience as a private residential community,
Huntington Bay is characterized by narrow winding lanes,
large rambling late nineteenth and early twentieth century
homes on spacious lots, unparalleled views of Huntington

Bay and Harbor, and a lack of commercial/business enterprises.
Harbor Hill Drive climbs steeply eastward from East Shore
Road and connects with Bay Avenue. It is lined with large
homes set back from the road on carefully landscaped plots.
The nominated property contains the original garage/servants'
quarters which contributes to the site's historic setting.

(2 contriouting buildings)

The Charles Geoghegan House is a large eight-bay, two and
one-half story, clapboard and shingled sheathed residence
with a gable roof and raking cornice. A large projecting
pedimented gable marks the facade. The varied fenestration
includes round-arched windows, six-over-six windows, large
modern picture windows,bay windows, and tripartite windows.
French doors open onto a shed-roofed porch on square columns
which wraps around the dwelling and forms an octagonal
projection on the south elevation. The entrance is marked
by a transom and sidelights. A one and one-half story two-bay
wing projects to the north and has six-over-six windows.

Located to the rear (north) of the dwelling is the original
two-story, shingled and clapboard sheathed gable roofed garage/
servants’ quarters with a central pedimented dormer, six-over-
six windows, and horizontal board doors.

The Charles Geoghegan House is architecturally significant

as a distinguished example of early twentieth ‘century residential
architecture in the village of Huntington Bay. Built c.1915,
for Charles Geoghegan, a locally prominent businessman, the
spacious residence is an intact, representative example of
the upper income single family dwellings that were built
along Huntington's north shore during its rapid turn-of-the-
century (1900) development. The Geoghegan House exhibits
all of the characteristics which were hallmarks of these
substantial residences including a large, stylish main house,
a spacious well-landcaped lot, a scenic view of the harbor,
and the original servants' quarters/garage that stylistically
complements the main dwelling. The nominated residence
exhibits an eclectic blend of Queen Anne and Shingle style
architectural features including clapboard and shingle
sheathing, a wrap-around verandah with octagonal gazebo,
varied fenestration, and decorative wooden trim. With its
unaltered historic setting and outbuilding, the Charles
Geoghegan House is a distinctive example of the upper income
residential architecture that characterized Huntington Bay's
early twentieth century development.
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Charles Geoghegan House

The incorporated village of Huntington Bay is situated on
Huntington Bay and includes the shoreline of East Neck from
the east bank of Huntington Harbor to the west bank of
Centerport Harbor. As a result of its isolated location in
relation to the village of Huntington, the area did not
develop until the end of the nineteenth century when the

rest of the town experienced a tremendous population increase
when it became popular as a summer resort. Until the 1870s,
the area known as Huntington Bay was composed of several
large farms. By the 1880s, however, with such national
magazines as Scribner's Monthly extolling the virtues of the
town, attention started to focus on Huntington's north shore
with its scenic vistas, beachfront, and undeveloped land all
within reach of New York City via the railroad. Between
1880 and 1920, the Huntington Bay area was extensively
developed by a variety of contractors and wealthy individuals.
The result was a village composed of large, rambling residences, es-
tates and planned communities. Due to strict zoning, the area
has retained its formal, affluent residential atmosphere.
Although many of the period dwellings were altered or lost
their historic settingsdue to new construction, the Charles
Geoghegan House remains intact with its landscaped setting
and original outbuilding and recalls the prosperous
residential development of Huntington's north shore at the
turn -of the century.
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View from northeast

View from east
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