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Bowes House, 15 Harbor Hill Drive

17.

18.

20,

The Bowes House is located on a one-acre plot at 15 Harbor Hill

Road in the incorporated village of Huntington Bay. An area

which retains its turn-of-the-century ambience as a private
residential community, Huntington Bay is distinguished by narrow,
winding lanes, large rambling mansions on spacious wooded lots,
unparalleled views of Huntington Bay and Harbor, and a lack of
commercial/business enterprises. Harbor Hill Drive climbs

steeply eastward from East Shore Road to Bay Avenue. It is lined
with large homes set back from the road on carefully landscaped plots.
The nominated property, which sits at a bend in the road and
commands a view of the harbor to the west, has no outbuildings.

(1 contributing building)

The Bowes House is a two and one-half story, four-bay shingledgable
roofed residence. The overhanging eaves have exposed rafter ends
and the roofline is broken by gable dormers and elongated chimneys.
The varied fenestration inlcudes bay and oriel windows, large
multi-pane windows, and modern one-over-one double-hung sash windows.
A recessed porch on flared Doric columns wraps around the first

floor.

The nominated property has a circular driveway but no outbuildings.

The Bowes House is architecturally significant as an intact,
representative example of the large and fashionable upper income
single family residences built along Huntington's north shore during
its rapid turn-of-the-century (1900) development. The residence

is typical of the large dwellings built in popular period styles
throughout Huntington Bay during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. The Bowes House is also architecturally
significant as one of the most distinguished examples of the Shingle
style of architecture in the multiple resource area. Built

in 1899 for the locally prominent Bowes family, the dwelling
features shingle sheathing, an irregular form and plan, varied
fenestration, and a recessed verandah. The Bowes House also exhibits
the characteristics which were hallmarks of the north shore
dwellings including a large main house, a spacious well-landscaped
lot, and a scenic view or setting. The Bowes House survives
relatively intact as a representative example of the upper income
residential architecture that characterized Huntington Bay's turn-
of-the-century growth.

The incorporated village of Huntington Bay is situated on Huntington
Bay and includes the shoreline of East Neck from the east bank

of Huntington Harbor to the west bank of Centerport Harbor. As a
result of its isolated location in relation to the village of
Huntington, the area did not develop until the end of the nineteenth
century when the rest of the town experienced a tremendous population
increase when it became popular as a summer resort. Until the

1870's, the area known as Huntington Bay was composed of several
large farms. By the 1880's, however, with such national magazines

as Scribner's Monthly extolling the virtues of the town, attention
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started to focus on Huntington's north shore with its scenic
vistas, beachfront, and undeveloped land all within reach of

New York City via the railroad. Between 1880 and 1920, the Huntington
Bay area was extensively developed by a variety of contractors

and wealthy individuals. The result was a village composed
primarily of large homes, estates and planned communities. Due to
strict zoning, the area has retained its formal,affluent
residential atmosphere. Although many of the period dwellings
have received alterations or have lost their historic estate—like
settingsdue to new construction, the Bowes House retains a high
degree of architectural integrity. With its historic, picturesque
setting intact, the dwelling remains a fine example of the

Shingle style of architecture and a distinctive example of early
twentieth century residential architecture in Huntington Bay.
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