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1. Name
~ - '/' ]
historic Tettie G, Howard/Mvstic C (S cheawner) - o
and or common Lettie G. Howard
2. Location
street & number Pier 15, East River, Manhattan — not for publication
city, town New York  vicinity of
state New York code 036 county New York code 061
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use -
____district ____ public __X_occupied _____agriculture £ museum
____ building(s) _x_ private ____unoccupied —__ commercial ___ park
___ structure ____both _____work in progress ____educational ____private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment ____religious
X_ object ____in process X yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific
ship ____ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —_industrial ____transportation
N~ —__no —_ military other:
4. Owner of Property
name South Street Seaport Museum
street & number 1 6 FUltOﬂ Street
city, town New York ___ vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. South Street Seaport Museum

street & number 16 Fulton Street

city, town New York state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

. title has this property been determined eligible? ____yes x no

None I

date __federal ____ state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town - state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent _ deteriorated ____ unaltered —__ original site

—X good —___ruins _X__ altered —_ moved date = 000
___fair _____ unexposed NA

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Lettie G. Howard is a wood-hulled two-masted fishing schooner originally
constructed in 1893. The present appearance of the vessel reflects major
rebuilding which occurred in 1923. No photographs or plans have been

located which might reveal alterations from the ship's original configuration;
however, the Lettie G. Howard conforms to the standard design of a "Fredonia"
class fishing schooner with a sharp clipper-type bow. The vessel was renamed
the Mystic C at the time of its rebuilding.

The fishing boat is 75.4 feet long with a 20.8 foot beam. The rigging
scheme is that of a two-masted schooner, with wood bowspirit, fore and

main masts,booms,and gaffs. The planked deck layout is basically intact,
with its steering wheel, after cabin, hatches, forecastle and fife rails.
Below deck, the low forecastle contains berths, a galley and cupboards.
The main hold is partitioned to provide fish holding bins. The after cabin
contains berths, benches and storage bins for equipment.

The Lettie G. Howard is presently moored at South Street Seaport Museum,
where it has been exhibited since 1968.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below ‘ o
__ prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning ___ landscape architecture rel.lglon

_1400-1499 _archeology-historic conservation . law ____science
_1500-1599 _ agriculture ____economics ___literature — scu!pture

. 1600-1699 ___ architecture . education ~_ military socual/' '

_ . 1700-1799 ___art engineering ____music humanitarian
~1800-1899  commerce i exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —_ theater _
u§ 1900- ___ communications _industry ___ politics/government X transportation
o _invention ____other (specify)

77777777 Builder/Architect ~ Arthur Storey

Specific dates 189 3

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Lettie G. Howard (Mystic C) is the only substantially intact surviving
example of a "Fredonia" class fishing schooner, a vessel common to the New
England coastal fishing grounds during the late nineteenth-early twentieth
century. Built in Massachusetts in 1893, the vessel was rebuilt in 1923.

As the Mystic C, the ship remained an active Atlantic Coast fishing vessel
until 1966. As the last remaining vessel of its type, the Lettie G. Howard/
Mystic C is a significant historic transportation artifact of the

important coastal fisheries.

The "Fredonia" model fishing schooner, having a very sharp and long entrance
and clipper bow, was introduced by designer Edward Burgess of Boston in 1889
with the schooners Fredonia and Nellie Dixon. It was the popular form

for fishing vessels on the Atlantic Coast from Maine to the Gulf of Mexico
until around 1905. The Fredonia design provided a vessel that could sail
fast, getting the catch home to market while still fresh, and remain sea-
worthy in swells or heavy seas which might be encountered well offchore.
Vessels of this type made up the majority of the Gloucester fishing fleet

at the turn-of-the-century and were a common sight at New York's Fulton Fish
Market.

The Lettie G. Howard/Mystic C is the last surviving example of the smaller,
inshore Fredonia type, employed on the fishing grounds ofZ New England

such as the Goerge's Bank. Built by Arthur D. Storey at Essex, Massachusetts
in 1893, the vessel spent its early years fishing out of Gloucester.

Its later career was spent in the Gulf of Mexico red snapper fishery,
operating out of Pensacola, Florida. The active career of this fishing
vessel did not end until 1966.

Despite the fact that it was rebuilt in 1923, the Lettie G. Howard/Mystic C
retains complete integrity of design and method of construction. As

the sole surviving example of its type, it accurately represents the
Atlantic coastal fishing schooners of the period 1890-1925.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Chapelle, Howard I. The American Fishing Schooners 1825-1935.
New York: W.W. Norton, 1973.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property ].e_fss_than_QnL
Quadrangle name __Jersey City Quadrangle scale _1:24,000
UTM References
A B
Lus | [58,4123,9 4219 3,419 Labsbdiwdar 5 bl vl 407
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
S e I T T NN T T T T
I R S T B T o N O I T T I A T
el J Lo byt Ll L | CH T N T AT I A T

Verbal boundary description and justification

Lettie G. Howard: Length: 75.4'; Breadth: 20.8'; Moored at Pier 16, South
Street Seaport, New York, New York County

List all states and counties for properties overlappmg state or county boundarles

state NA code county ~ code B B
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By See Continuation Sheet

name/title Merrill Hesch B B ) S
organizatioﬁ Div. for Historic Preservation B date 7-84
street & numberA9enCy Bldg. 1, Empire State Plaza telephone 518-474-0479

city or town Albany state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____national ____ state _X_local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certlfy that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Py Servi

State Historic Preservation Officer signature A

— Deputy Commissioner for Hl/e;éorlc Preservatlon date 8/2 /I/%

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

/ WW"A—/ ;ﬁaer in the date (/_ ) don g7/

</ Keeper of the National Reister ~"i0MaT Regigtgy

{

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 O - 419-311
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Research and documentation provided by:

Norman I. Brouwer
South Street Seaport
16 Fulton Street

New York, NY



WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R"” June 1984) : NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Lettie G. Howard-Mystic C (schooner)
New York County AUG 9 1984

NEW YORK Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: ___, 2 .G~

B
Date Due: G/ — 7/23/87

tovod Tn théiction: _L—ACCEPT _2 = 72—8Y

] resubmission 2 RETURN
Tat i pa

[] nomination by person or local government National Beg step ___REJECT

[J owner objection Federal Agency:

[J appeal

Substantive Review: O sample O request O appeal [J NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria

Reviewer

Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

technica! corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

\
5. Location of Legal Description a2

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? 5 yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[J excellent [] deteriorated [ unaltered O original site

] good [ ruins [ attered [ moved date
D fair D unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[ summary paragraph
[J completeness

[ clarity

[C] alterations/integrity
[ dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

[ completeness

] clarity

[ applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
] Maps

[J Photographs
] other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Lettie G. Howard

South Street Seaport, NY

New York Co.

Photo: South Street Seaport Museum
1984

Neg: South Street Seaport Museum
View: deck
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‘New oRy

(Reference Number(s])

(Date form completed)

WACC

(County) (State) (Completed by)
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STATUS:
1. MISSING __ 2. REMOVED/ ___ 3. NHL $ 4 TR =5 MR T.NPS- 8 PDOE -~ . 9. RESTRICTED
DEMOLISHED SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION bl o
s S ———————
EXPLANATION:

1

¥

Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ), Map(s) ( ); Photos (

Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )

/ /

(Cause for removal)

(Date Removed)

o4, Ul /1989

(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name)
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