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1. Name

historic Mount Pleasant

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 2032 Indian Falls R& . ____not for publication
city, town Corfu ___ vicinity of
state New York code 036 county Genesee code 037
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district —_ public X occupied _X__ agriculture —___ museum
X puilding(s) _*_ private ____ unoccupied ___ commercial ___park
__ structure ___both —__work in progress — educational X _private residence
- site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
— object _NAijn process X yes: restricted — government —_ scientific
—_ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
—__no — military i —other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr. LaVerne S. Lamkin

street & number 2032 Indian Falls Road

city, town  Corfu ___ vicinity of state New York
5. Location of Legal Description

Genesee County Building No. 1

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

sttt & simber Main & Court Streets

city, town Batavia state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

New York Statewide lnventory
titte of Historic Resources has this property been determined eligible? ____yes _ X no

date August 11, 1981 —federal _X state ___county ___local

depository for survey records Division for Historic Preservation

city, town Albany state New York




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—_excellent ___ deteriorated __X unaltered X original site

.1 good ! —___ruins __ altered —_ moved date i/ e
___fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Mount Pleasant is located on the south side of Indian Falls Road in
the predominantly agricultural community of Corfu, Genesee County. The
thirty-one acre nominated property includes the main dwelling, the original
dwelling constructed on the property which now serves as a garage, a brick
smokehouse, an equipment shed, a barn and three wells. The nominated property
includes that portion of the original farm which retains integrity as a farm
complex. A portion of land to the south which was divided from the rest of
the farm by the construction of the New York State Thruway in the 1960's
has not been included because it has been physically and visually separated
from the farm complex. There are no  extant structures on this separate
piece of land. The nominated property is bounded on the south by the New York State
Thruway. A three-foot high retaining wall of dry field stone surmounted by
slabs of Medina sandstone forms the border between the property and Indian
Falls Road to the north. Farmland lies beyond the arborvitae hedges which
form the east and west borders. The original driveway still circles the
residence.

Constructed in 1861-1862, the main dwelling is composed of five distinct
sections. The main block is a two-story rectangle with a low-pitched hip roof
topped with a cupola. Projecting to the west of this section is a one and
one-half story wing with a shallow hip roof. To the rear of the west wing
is a series of three gable-roofed additions, including the carriage house and
outhouse. All of the components have clapboard sheathing.

The three-bay facade of the main block has a side entrance distinguished
by a porch supported by clustered columns with a decorative scrollwork
balustrade. Floor to ceiling four-over-four double-hung sash with louvered
shutters and cornice lintels mark all the elevations. Both the main block
and cupola have overhanging eaves supported by large paired brackets with
pendants. The cupola has six-pane fixed windows and a large pinnacle on

top.

The facade of the west wing has a porch across the first story of the
main facade with detailing identical to that distinguishing the main entrance.
Fenestration consists of floor to ceiling four-over-four double-~hung sash
with louvered shutters and small attic story windows on all elevations. A
brick flue punctures the west elevation of the wing.

Positioned perpendicular to the rear of the west wing is a one and one-
half story gable-roofed addition with projecting eaves supported by paired
brackets with pendants. A brick chimney rises from the center of the wing.
The western elevation of this addition features a small porch similar to
those found on the facade of the main block and west wing., Floor to ceiling
four-over-four double-hung sash, attic story windows, and a wooden door also
distinguish the west elevation. The east elevation features a shed roof
directly below the attic story windows. At the turn of the twentieth century,
the original entrance porch, which resembled the others, was enclosed. The
interior wall retains the original floor to ceiling windows and wooden door.
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In 1959, this porch was extended one window length and an entrance was added
in the middle.

Attached to the rear of this wing is the carriage house, a one-story,
gable-roofed structure topped with a belfry. The carriage house retains its
original sliding wooden doors on the east and west elevations as well as its
belfry bell. At the extreme southern end of the structure is the outhouse,
which retains its plank door and fixed window.

With the exception of a few minor changes in the floor plan, the
interior of Mount Pleasant has remained relatively unaltered and retains the
original mid-nineteenth century door and window surrounds, moldings, wain-
scoting, pine hardwood floors, high ceilings (nine feet on first floor,
eight feet on the second floor), and mahogany stairway. The first floor
originally consisted of a hall, parlor, living room, dining room, four bedrooms,
kitchen and pantries. In 1910, the four bedrooms were enlarged into two
with closets in each. In 1945, the south bedroom was extended into the front
parlor and two more closets were added. The hall and front parlor (now a
bedroom) retain their original ornamental plaster ceiling medallions. The
cold pantry features slate walls and floor covering, while the kitchen pantry
retains its marble 'shelves. The layout of the second floor has remained
unaltered and features two suites of master bedrooms with one smaller room
off each and one suite containing a large bedroom and two additional smaller
rooms. The cupola has window seats and eight-foot ceilings., The only
interior alteration on the second floor has been the enclosure of the back
stairs leading to the cupola.

Directly to the south of the main house stands what is reputed to be
the original dwelling. The date of construction is not known although the
building is present on an 1854 map. The one-story structure has vertical
board siding and a shallow gable roof. Originally containing two bedrooms,
a pantry and a closet, the building has been modified to serve as a garage,
The structure retains its original paneled door, window openings, and shed-
roofed addition on the west elevation.

The original smokehouse stands to the east of the garage. The one-
story brick structure has a stone foundation and shallow hip roof, To the
west of the main dwelling is a two and one-half story, timber-framed barn.
Constructed c. 1925, the barn features a gambrel roof and vertical board
siding. A variety of window types punctuate the elevations including six-pane
fixed sash, six-over-six and two-over-two double-~hung sash., The eastern
elevation has large sliding wooden doors. Situated to the southwest of the
barn is a timber-framed equipment shed constructed at the same time. The
one-story, shed-roofed structure is composed of vertical board siding and has
large sliding wooden doors on the north elevation. The building has lost
its original window sash. The original barns stood west of the property,
approximately where the present structures are located, and formed a barnyard
with the east side remaining open. The barns were destroyed by fire between
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1910 and 1920. The well which marked the east side of the barnyard still
remains as do the other two original wells to the east and west of the
dwelling.

Distinguished by outstanding integrity, Mount Pleasant remains today
as a working farm complex with much of its original acreage intact.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ._._ community planning ____ landscape architecture_____ religion

____1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation . law ____science

___1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics ___ literature ____sculpture

___1600-1699 _ X architecture =~ ____ education ____ military ____ social/

. .1700-1799 ____art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 ____ commerce exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

1900~ ____communications . industry ____politics/government ___ transportation
____invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates 1361-1862 ; Builder/Architect Abrﬁgm__ _M_Q,_O,]E!'_ A@Ai_lder

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Mount Pleasant is architecturally significant as a fine example of
an Italianate style residence in the midst of a well-preserved mid-nineteenth
century farm complex. Constructed in 1861 by Abram Mook, a wealthy farmer
instrumental in the early growth and development of the area, the structure
is a blend of high-style Italianate detailing and ornament on a vernacular
house form and plan. The complex retains many of its period outbuildings
including the original dwelling (pre-1854), several gambrel-roofed wells,
a privy, a carriage house, a smokehouse and a distinctive, early twentieth
century dairy barn. Distinguished by outstanding integrity, Mount Pleasant
remains today as a working farm with much of its original acreage intact.

In 1793, Robert Morris of Philadelphia bought the land west of the
Genesee River from the state of Massachusetts. After retaining a strip
for himself surrounding the river, Morris sold the remainder to the Holland
Land Company, a group of Dutch investors. The Indian title to the land was
not extinguished, however, until the signing of the Big Tree Treaty in 1797.
In the following year, Joseph Ellicott, the first agent of the Holland Land
Company, began his survey of western New York. 1In 1802, Genesee County was
created with Batavia as the county seat. The county embraced all of the
Holland Land Purchase, approximately three and one-half million acres.

The area surrounding Pembroke was aided in its growth by the location
of Batavia directly to the east. Batavia grew quickly as a result of its
location at the junction of major north~south and east-west Indian trails
and its position as the hub of new transportation routes created by Ellicott.
In opening up the tract to settlement, Ellicott placed emphasis on the
Genesee Road (Route 5) which continued west from Batavia ! through East
Pembroke. As time passed, many other roads emanating from Batavia were built
to open all areas of the Holland Land Purchase, including State Route 63
which went northwest to Lockport. This route proved invaluable when, in
1825, the Erie Canal was built through Lockport. With the coming of the
railroad, the area once again became a transportation center.

In 1841, the huge area had been subdivided into eight counties. As the
region became inhabited, the Iroquois Indians, the original settlers, were
confined to an area surrounding the present town of Pembroke. As white
settlers advanced on the land, the Indian reservation shrunk until its present
boundaries were set in 1858 and the immediate surrounding region was fully
open for development,

Abram Mook moved to North Pembroke in 1847 and settled on Lot 29 on the
north side of the Tonawanda Creek, just east of the reservation boundary.
Tax records reveal that he owned several parcels of land in the surrounding



9. Major Bibliographical References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

see attached tax map

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Claire L. Ross

. NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and

organization Historic Preservation date May 1984
Empire State Plaza

street & number Agency Bldg. 1 telephone 518-474-0479

cityortown Albany state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—__ national ____ state _x local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Seryice,
State Historic Preservation Officer signature / N\ '

-

tite Deputy Commissioner for storic Preservation  gate é/o?&/f(/

For NPS use only

| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
; Entered in the Y 7 /f/
/ National Register date .
6/‘%@« of the National Regisfer |

Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 894-788
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region. Little is known regarding Mook's early life except that he was born
c. 1822 in Pennsylvania to a German father and an American mother and had

a sister and two brothers. It is unclear when the family moved to New York
although Abram's sister, Effie, married and settled in North Pembroke in 1837.
The 1850 census lists Mook's worth as $3,500 and notes that he had a wife,
Amy, two children and his youngest brother living with him. Active in

the area's early growth and development, Mook built the Indian Falls-Batavia
Road from the south part of North Pembroke road westward to the present New
York State Route 77 prior to 1854. 1In 1854, he purchased the north part
(thirty acres) and the southwest quarter (fifty-seven acres) of Lot 20.

Two years later, he moved onto the thirty-acre parcel and lived there until
1861 when his dwelling burnt. During this period, having purchased farms

on both sides of the Tonawanda, Mook and his brothers built a suspension
bridge across the Tonawanda. Measuring forty-eight feet long, the bridge
was completed in October, 1860. The census of the same year reveals that
Mook's family had grown by two and that he had acquired additional farm
laborers. The census also stated that he had amassed huge land and cash
holdings.

In 1861, Mook employed seven carpenters to build his twenty-room
Italianate style dwelling on the fifty-seven acre parcel of Lot 20. While
the new residence was under construction, Mook and his family occupied the
original dwelling located on the property, which was built prior to 1854.
This structure still exists although it has been gltered for use as a garage.
The yellow pine and ornate trim for the Italianate style residence was
shipped to Lockport via the Erie Canal and carted by horse and wagon to the
construction site. The residence represents a typical, rural interpretation
of the Italianate style, one which combined Italianate ornamental features
on a traditional house type. The ornate porch, floor-to-ceiling windows,
scrolled brackets with pendants, and cornice lintels are features associated
with a relatively high-style example of the Italianate design. However,
these ornate features have been applied to a vernacular three-bay, side-hall
house form with a smaller three-bay wing. The inclusion of several
projecting wings to the rear, including the carriage house and privy,
also reflect a more vernacular building tradition.

The highly decorative and spacious interior includes nine bedrooms,
a cupola, an entrance hall, livingroom, parlor, kitchen and two pantries.
Distinctive interior features include decorative plaster ceiling medallions,
a slate-covered pantry, pine woodwork, and a two-story mahogany stairway.
The dwelling is especially remarkable for its integrity of detail.

Abram Mook died in 1908 and the following year his son lost control
of the property through foreclosure. Frank and Charles Stang bought Mount
Pleasant for $5,210 on November 29, 1909. The Stang brothers were active
politically in the town of Pembroke and held various civic positions. 1In
1945, Charles sold the property to his nephew, LaVerne Lamkin, the present

owner.
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Mount Pleasant remains as an excellent, well-preserved example of an
‘Italianate style residence amidst a relatively intact mid-nineteenth century
farm complex. Retaining its original use, Mount Pleasant recalls the early
settlement and growth of Genesee County and the nineteenth-century agrarian
lifestyle of western New York.
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Mount Pleasant

2032 Indian Falls Road

Corfu, Genesee Co., New York

Claire Ross, 1984

Negs: Div. for Historic Preser-
vation, Albany, New York
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Dwelling #2 of 14
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Mount Pleasant
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Claire Ross, 1984

Negs: Div. for Historic Preser-
vation, Albany, New York
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2032 Indian Falls Road

Corfu, Genesee Co., New York

Claire Ross, 1984

Negs: Div. for Historic Preser-
vation, Albany, New York
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2032 Indian Falls Road

Corfu, Genesee Co., New York

Claire Ross, 1982

Negs: Div. for Historic Preser-
vation, Albany, New York

East Elevation of Rear Wing
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Negs: Div. for Historic Preser-
vation, Albany, New York

West Elevation of Rear Wing
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Orin Lehman, State Historic Preservation Officer
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau
Agency Building #1

Governer Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza
Albany, N.Y. 12238

April 4, 1984
Dear Mr. Lehman,

As Genesee County Historian, I am pleased to be informed
that Mount Pleasant, 2032 Indian Falls Road, Corfu will be
considered by the committee for nomination to the National
and State Registers of Historic Places. This home is a fine
example of the early craftsmanship found in Western New
York.

In addition to preserving our local heritage, Mount
Pleasant's architectural style has enhanced the beauty of
our county.

Sincerely yours,

“}/0 LAl e K CumXigu

Susan L. Conklin
Genesee County Historian




