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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Public School 7 is located on York Street betv^een the Manhattan 
Bridge and the Brooklyn Navy Yard in an area of mixed nineteenth and 
twentieth century residential, commercial and industrial use. The 
school is set back from the street with an ornamental iron fence marking 
the building line. It fills the lot in front; there is a courtyard 
in back. There is no historic district potential in the immediate 
area. There are altered nineteenth-century structures, unrelated 
tv/entieth-century buildings and vacant lots in the vicinity.

The three-story masonry school is faced with pressed brick and 
trimmed with sandstone. It is basically I-shaped in plan, extending 
to the rear on the east and with a two-story brick and stone annex 
at the front on the west. The original portion of the school is 
divided into three sections: a slightly projecting three-bay center
flanked by a two-window-wide wing on either side. A gable emphasizes 
the formal center bay entrance. The main facade ends in a cornice 
with angular brackets and a blank frieze, A bargeboard on the gable 
has stylized foliate ornament on the frieze. The roof is flat.

The windovys have segmental brick arches vyith keystones on the 
first floor of the center bay and the first two floors of the wings. 
The remaining windows, apart from the center bay, are square-headed 
with stone lintels and sills. All are multi-paned sash windows. A 
pointed-arch casement vyindow in the gable and a pair of lancet windows 
above the main door contribute the Gothic element to the facade.

The arch of the main doorway is composed of rock-faced stone,
A fanlight above has an iron grill. There is a stone placque reading 
'.'Public School 7" over the door and another, "1882," under the 
gable window.

The two-story brick and stone annex is rectangular in plan. 
The facade is four vyindows wide, with the entrance on the west end. 
The cornice is missing; the roof is flat. The windows have stone 
keystones, elaborately scrolled on the second floor. They are all 
multi-paned,.' sash windows, A triangular stone pediment supported by 
consoles marks the entrance to the annex. Another door, next to the 
original building, functioned as the entrance to the baths, A stone 
panel, "P.S. 7 Baths," is above the door.

There is a very plain, brick, one^story addition at the side 
of the building on the east which was built for toilets in the 
early twentieth century. It is only at the backof the school 
and completely blends in, on the outside, with the other, original, 
plain brick vyalls.
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Although the school is largely intact, there have been 
some alterations. The second floor windows in the center bay 
were arched but are now square-headed. An 1892 photograph shows 
small windows in between the large ones.on the first floor.
They might not have been original; they have been bricked-^gp.
The gable had an ornamental cresting, now missing. The cornice on 
the annex has been removed.

The interior is less elaborate then the exterior.
In plan, the school was divided into several large spaces,
some of which remain. Part of the school was divided into offices by
the Board of Education, There is elaborate molding around the
beams in the large spaces. It is wood and matches the cornice
on the outside. All of the other trim, baseboard, door and v;indow
enframements, is very plain. There is wainscoting on some of
the v^alls and metal ceilings in very poor condition on many of the
ceilings, A plain and angular iron rail on the main
staircase is probably not original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Public School 7 is architecturally significant as one of the 
first public school buildings designed by James Naughton, Superintendant 
of Schools for the City of Brooklyn between 1879 and 1898. A 
prolific architect, Naughton designed all of the schools for Brooklyn 
during his twenty-year tenure. Public School 7, with its delicate 
neo-GreC and Gothic detailing, is a distinctive, representative example of the 
architect's early work. Retaining almost complete integrity, it is 
ojie of only a few of Naughton's schools to survive. The nomination 
also includes a circa 1907 annex designed in a Neoclassical idiom 
that complements the school in materials, massing and fenestration.
The annex was designed to contain an auditorium and baths, amenities 
which began to be provided in schools as a result of the turn-of- 
the-century public health movement. Public School 7 was one of the 
first older schools to be fitted with baths.

Public School 7 was built in 1882 by the Brooklyn Board of 
Education, Its opening was the same year as that of the Brooklyn 
Bfidge,:., The' building was v/ell received at the time, Henry Stiles 
(History of Brooklyn. Brooklyn, 1824. p.93.) described the new 
school in glowing terms.

"On this site has just been completed one of the 
best buildings ever erected for school purposes in 
this country - a structure to which the City can 
point with justifiable pride,"

James W. Naughton designed schools for the Brooklyn Board 
of Education until his death in 1898. The architect, aptly, attended 
school in Brooklyn. He travelled to Milwaukee to work as an apprentice 
in the architectural office of J & A Douglas, then studied architecture 
at the University of Wisconsin at Madison before returning to New 
York and finishing his studies at Cooper Union. Naughton was active 
in Brooklyn politics and served as Superintendant of Buildings for 
the City of Brooklyn for two years before succeeding Samuel b,
Leonard at the Board of Education, James Naughton* s work is 
characterized by the sophisticated use of the prevailing eclectic 
styles of the late nineteenth century. He adapted these styles, 
primarily French Second Empire and Romanesque, to create handsome 
buildings which were unmistakably schools. Heretained certain ■ - 
design elements, round arches, recessed panels, prominent entrances, 
which-became his signature in Brooklyn public schools.
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Public School 7 contains all of these elements in its 
design, - round arched windows and door, recessed panels 
on the facade and a slightly projecting front entrance crowned 
by a gable. The lancet window and pointed-arched window in the 
gable are Gothic touches also frequently used by Naughton.

P.S, 7 is a direct descendant of the second public school 
to be founded in the Village of Brooklyn. Brooklyn has a long 
history of public education; the town opened its first school 
in 1661, By 1821 there were one public school and eight private.
In 1827 a second public school was established. This second district 
school moved to York Street in »1840, P.S. 7 v/as built on the same site 
in 1882. A preliminary physical survey shows evidence of older 
construction in the center of the 1882 school. It is possible 
that an older school v/as incorporated into the present building.
P.S. 7 was used by the Board of Education until the 1970*s -
nearly a century and one half of use for public education.

An annex to P.S, 7 was built in the early twentieth century, 
in about 1907, The structure contained showers and an auditorium, 
two early twentieth century innvoations in public schools.
Providing baths or showers, playgrounds and auditoriums for school 
children was an idea that grew out of the public health movement. 
Immigration was at a high level at the turn of the century. Immigrants, 
newly arrived, crowded into slums where there was no open space 
and minimal sanitation. Reform groups lobbied for public ^arks and 
baths in reaction to these conditions. Schools were built with 
baths and playgrounds in immigrant neighborhoods experimentally 
in the early 1900’s. By 1907, they were standard equipment for a 
well-appointed school. P.S. 7 v;as probably one of the first of the 
older schools to be fitted with baths. The baths, actually showers, 
were still being used in 1948, when they were called the neighborhood 
•'swimming club,"

The school is vacant today, but there are plans to 
rehabilitate it into apartments. Its small scale, bright red 
pressed brick and stone facade and Combination of Italianate,
Gothic and neo-Grec ornament combine to evoke the nineteenth 
century on the industrial street.



UNITLDSTAThS Dbl’ARTMtNT OFTHt IM bRIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED

P.S. 7
Brooklyn, Kings County, New York

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE -j

Brooklyn Eagle. May 16, 1910.

Dillon, James T. Brooklyn Public Schools, unpublished 
Landmarks Preservation Commission Report, 1983,

Furman, Gabriel, Notes Geographical and Historical Relating
to the Town of Brooklyn. Brooklyn, 1824“ Repri"nte"dVl968.

Nev/ York City Board of Education, Annual Reports, NY, 1902-1910,

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, P.S, 39 
Designation Report. NY, 1977.

. 9 Designation Report. NY, 1978.

. Ha/nilton Fish Park Play Center Designation Report.
NY, 1982.

New York Landmarks Conservancy. Public Buildings Inventory.
NY, 1979.

Souvenir of Our Public Schools. Board of Education ? : NY, 1892, 

Stiles, Henry. History of Brooklyn. NY, 1884.

Tribune. November 15, 1948.



UNITLDSTATtS DtPARTMtNT OK THL IN I LRIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

P.S. 7
Brooklyn, Kings County » New York

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE ^

Form Prepared By:

Mary B, Dierickx 
Architectural Preservation 
125 Cedar Street 
New York

9/15/83 
212-227-1271 
New York 10006

k .



SEC PAGE 1

WATER
104.10

§ 40 se-i

1 706

I07S 57.6

s
1 g

Jt
9i

5 107.6
81.10

42 fi
I 551

SEE PAGE 8

ST.

4

iio:e

P.S. 7 Block 54, Lot 38

Brooklyn, Kings County/Oy

NYC Tax Map 6/30/83

Dimensions of Lot on 
Map, at Lot

FRONT ST

YORK

£ ^50

EII9-II \

ST

ui
oo
DC
(D

r . i



PS. 7

P.S. 7
Brooklyn, Kings Co., N.Y. 
Illustration 1

■■ S

. .1

■ill-

'^ft==:^f~==r v.;vp;^=:s= •?;■ J.,
^ iifia;H] ...'c---' !d:J : irrn ■" ■ ■; ?

"li:;'' ..... ^

.-•-=--! m;;‘

•-■iisti.'J
,:'ps!|J‘:;lilfi;rrn-y-3J'«i!4=5SSKf

Jr/ii' --«a:''Jir!M ! !j3W!;ifT:r '-.i-.i

-P11 -y-li li !'lli ai'";yi;£-

m ■;.-yfi' ^

4? L-'''^5ilH^i

'• " ’ y y ’^' ■ ..
■?;•.-'•*- - •• • *■

,t' i.
, t r.!\ A

•■‘r:'r-4-*.i';rv ____ ____ ’

'• A \. \
PUBLIC SCHOOL NUMBER 7.

YORK, NEAR BRIDGE STREET.

From Souvenir of Our Public Schools. Board of Education 7^ NY, 1892



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Public School 7 
Kings County 
NEW YORK

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government
□ owner objection 
EH appeal

Substantive Review: □ sample □ request

Working No.---- ------------ 4-i^3-----------------
Fed. Reg. Date: ^ , j
Date Due: ///^3

. -ActioOL »^CCEPT
Entered J-n RETURN
National Eefl-eter .REJECT.

Federal Agency:

n appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer_____
Discipline_____
Date_________

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? □ yes □ 1

7. Description

Condition
CH excellent
CH good 
□ fair

1 1 deteriorated
□ ruins
□ unexposed

Check one 
□ unaltered
O altered

Check one
□ original site
□ moved date

■'1

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph 
CH completeness
□ clarity
□ alterations/integrity
□ dates
I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

n summary paragraph 
CH completeness
□ clarity ^
□ applicable criteria
□ justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet




































