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1. Name

historic Mycenae Schoolhouse

and’'or common

2. Location NY &

street & number pte, 5 (southside) near RtE. 290 Tnt ; —_not for publication

city,town Manlius —vicinity of
state New York code (3¢ county Onondaga code .-
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____district ____ public ____occupied ___ agriculture —___ museum
_X_ building(s) _X_private __X unoccupied _X_ commercial ____park
___ structure _ both — work in progress __ educational ___ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible —___ entertainment —religious
___ object NA- in process % yes: restricted — government — scientific
NA- being considered — yes: unrestricted —_industrial ___transportation
T — military ___other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr, and Mrs. Harry J. Griffiths

street & number 2063 Stanley Road

city,town Cazenovia ___ vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Onondaaa Countv Courthouse

street & number  columbus Circle

city, town Syracuse state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Resources
titte Statewide Inventory of Historic has this property been determined eligible? ____yes 5 no

date July 1979 —federal _x state ___ county ___local

depository for survey records NYS Division for Historic Preservation, Agency Bldg. 1
Empire State Plaza
city, town Albany _ state New York 12238




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—— excellent — deteriorated _____ unaltered X original site

____good —__ruins __X altered ___moved date NA TR s
_X fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Mycenae Schoolhouse is located on the south side of Route 5, the old
Genesee Turnpike, in Mycenae, a hamlet in the town of Manlius. Its imposing
position at the bend of Route 5 makes it the architectural "introduction"

to Mycenae. The nominated property is a small lot of less than one acre
surrounded by woodland and scattered dwellings.

The rectangular Greek Revival style structure is constructed of rough cut,
locally quarried limestone with guoins. The low-pitched gable roof, with
its gable end facing the street, is decorated with a full entablature and
cornice returns. The original wooden roof shingles hawve been replaced by
asbestos shingles. A small, square wooden bell tower features decorative
scrollwork. A corbeled brick chimney dominates the rear gable end.

The facade is asymmetrically arranged with two rectangular two over two
windows to the left of the entrance. The entrance door is capped with a
rectangular, three-pane transom. The east and west elewvations are each
punctured by three rectangular two owver two windows. All windows have
stone sills and lintels. On the south elevation are two symmetrically
placed doors with transoms. The original wooden shutters and doors have
been removed and placed in storage.

The interior is divided into two cloakrooms at the north and the classroom.
The original waimsocoting is intact as well as the tongue and groove horizon-
tal paneling which covers the arched ceiling. A raised wooden teacher's
podium, recessed between the two cloakreems, remains intact.

The current owners have restored the schoolhouse to its original appearance
and it now serves as a meeting hall for a local religious organization.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture _ religion
_ 1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation . law .. science
. 1500-1599 _ agriculture ___economics : literature _ . sculpture
__1600-1699 X architecture education —_ military . social/
__ . 1700-1799 art engineering _ . music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ___commerce exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —__ theater
1900~ ___communications industry ___ politics'government ___ transportation
_ invention —___ other (specify)

Specificdates ., ., 1850

BurllrderrvAirt_:hitect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Mycenae Schoolhouse is architecturally significant as an example of
early nineteenth century limestone construction in the vernacular Greek
Revival style and as ©One of the few surviving intact limestone schoolhouses
in Onondaga County. In addition, as the only civic structure in Mycenae,
the schoolhouse has been the focal point of religious, social and political
activity in the hamlet throughout its history.

The hamlet of Mycenae, which lies between Fayetteville and Chittenengo

in the town of Manlius, was originally known as Hartsville. A rural
farming community, Mycenae had a tannery and a small hotel and served

as a rest stop on the Genesee Turnpike. It is evident from its early
constuction date that the citizens of this small community valued education
and regarded the sthoolhouse as an important social institution. The
oldest deed which can be traced to the property reveals that in 1827
Abraham Mabie sold the property to the Manlius School District for a sum

of ten dollars, with the provision that it remain in use as a school "in a

calm and peacable manner."™ It is unclear, however, whether the school
mentioned in the deed is the present structure since the 1855 census
refers to the Mycenae schoolhouse as "new." Distinguished only by its

modest vernacular detailing, the building could have! been constructed any
time in the second quarter of the nineteenth century.

The structure was used by the Manlius School District as a school until
1936. In 1955, the district sold the property to the Mycenae Community
Center, which maintained the property until 1970. Since then, the property
has been owned by various private individuals. Of the three stone schools
constructed in the township during the nineteenth century, the Mycenae
schoolhouse is the only one which survives intact.

As the only civil structure in Mycenae, the building has housed religious
services, town meetings and social gatherings. Its commanding position

at the western approach to the tiny hamlet clearly reflects the importance
of the structure as a civil institution within the community. The intact
one-room schoolhouse is a significant reminder of the importance given to
education by the rural farming communities of central New York.

1
Onondaga County Court House, Granter Book 2625, p. 495.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached general plot plan

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state NA code county code

state NA code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titlt john F, Harwood, Fieid Representative (see continuation sheet)

organization yys pivision for Historic Preservatf8® April 1983

street & number agency Bldg. 1, Empire State Plazelephone (518) 474-0479

city or town Albany state New York 12238
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ____state X__local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register gnd certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by e National Park S

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte Deputy Commissioner and Counsel A date é//?/ﬁ
| S

For NPS use only
be certify that this property is included in the National Register

,U[/z /’4[/// date 6’////(937
Keeper of the National Register

Attest= date
Chief of Registration

GPO 894-788
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8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
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Mycenae Schoolhouse

Pte. 5 near Rte. 90 Intersection
Manlius, Onondaga Co., NY

Photo: J.F. Harwood, May 1983

Negs: NYS5 Div. foHistoric Preservation
View: North and East elevations
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Mycenae Schoolhouse

Rte. 5 Near Rte. 90 Intersection
Manlius,Onondaga Co., NY

Photo: J.F.Harwood, May 1983

Negs: NYS Div. for Historic Preservaton
View: North and West elevations
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Mycenae Schoolhouse

Rte. 5 near Rte. 90 intersection
Manlius, Onondaga Co., NY

Photo: J.F. Harwood, May 1983

Negs: NYS Div. for Historic Preservation
View: East Elevation
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Mycenae Schoolhouse

Rte. 5 near Rte. 90 Intersection
Manlius, Onondaga Co., NY

Photo: J.F. Harwood, May 1983

Negs: NYS Div. for Historic Preservation
View: South elevation
#4 of 4
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