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1. Name
historic Mycenae Schoolhouse

and or common

2. Location n Y 6^
street & number R-te. 5 f sont-.h s i dp ^ ri-e. 9Qn T-r.i-Qvocar.-i--i not for publication

city, town Manlius ------vicinity of

state New York 036 county onondaaa code n f; 7

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public occupied ----- agriculture museum
X building(s) X private X unoccupied X commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment reiigious
object NA in process X yes: restricted government scientific

Na being considered yes: unrestricted 
no

industrial
military

transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
name Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Griffiths

street & number 2063 Stanley Road

city, town Gaze no via vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. nnnnd;»,rT3 ronni-w po,.vi-v.q„ = q

street & number colunihuf? cirole

city, town Syracuse Vi-> vV

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Resources

titie statewide Inventory of Historic bas this property been determined eligible? yes y no

date July 197 9 federal . X state . county local

depository for survey records NYS Division for Historic Preservation, Agency Bldg. 1
Empire State Plaza

city, town Albany state New York 12 2 38



7. Description
Condition
----- excellent

good
JL fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
___unaltered

altered

Check one
original site
moved date NA

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Mycenae Schoolhouse is located on the south side of Route 5, the old 
Genesee Turnpike, in Mycenae, a hamlet in the town of Manlius. Its imposing 
position at the bend of Route 5 makes it the architectural "introduction" 
to Mycenae. The nominated property is a small lot of less than one acre 
surrounded by woodland and scattered dwellings.

The rectangular Greek Revival style structure is constructed of rough cut, 
locally quarried limestone with quoins. The low-pitched gable roof, with 
its gable end facing the street, is decorated with a full entablature and 
cornice returns. The original wooden roof shingles haS'e been replaced by 
asbestos shingles. A small, square wooden bell tower features decorative 
scrollwork. A corbeled brick chimney dominates the rear gable end.

The facade is asymmetrically arranged with two rectangular two over two 
windows to, the left of the entrance. The entrance door is capped with a 
rectang^ilar, three-pane transom. The east and west elevations are each 
punctured by three rectangular two. oyer two windows. All windows have 
stone sills and lintels. On the south elevation are two symmetrically 
placed doors with transoms. The original wooden shutters and doors have 
been removed and placed in storage.

The interior is divided into two cloakrooms at the north and the classroom. 
The original wainsooting is intact as well as the tongue and groove horizon­
tal paneling which covers the arched ceiling. A raised wooden teacher's 
podium, recessed between the two cloakrooms, remains intact.

The current owners have restored the schoolhouse to its original appearance 
and it now serves as a meeting hall for a local religious organization.
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8. Significance
Period

prehistoric
1400-1499

__  1500-1599
___ 1600-1699

1700-1799 
1800-1899 

___ 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture ___economics

X architecture education

Specific dates

art
commerce
communications

circa 1850

engineering 
expioration settiement 
industry 
invention

iandscape architecture 
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics government

reiigion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater
transportation 
other (specify)

Builder Architect Unknown
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Mycenae Schoolhouse is architecturally significant as an example of 
early nineteenth century limestone construction in the vernacular Greek 
Revival style and as One of the few surviving intact limestone schoolhouses 
in Onondaga County. In addition, as the only civic structure in Mycenae, 
the schoolhouse has been the focal point of religious, social and political 
activity in the haijilet throughout its history.

The hamlet of Mycenae, which lies between Fayetteville and Chittenengo 
in the town of Manlius, was originally known as Hartsville. A rural 
farming community, Mycenae had a tannery and a small hotel and served 
as a rest stop on the Genesee Turnpike. It is evident from its early 
constuction date that the citizens of this small community valued education 
and regarded the sbhoolhouse as an important social institution. The 
oldest deed which can be traced to the property reveals that in 1827 
Abraham Mabie sold the property to the Manlius School District for a sum 
of ten dollars, with the provision that it remain in use as a school "in a 
calm and peacable manner."^ It is unclear, however, whether the school 
mentioned in the deed is the present structure since the 1855 census 
refers to the Mycenae schoolhouse as "new." Distinguished only by its 
modest vernacular detailing, the building could have been constructed any 
time in the second quarter of the nineteenth century.

The structure was used by the Manlius School District as a school until 
1936. In 1955, the district sold the property to the Mycenae Community 
Center, which maintained the property until 1970. Since then, the property 
has been owned by various private individuals. Of the three stone schools 
constructed in the township during the nineteenth century, the Mycenae 
schoolhouse is the only one which survives intact.

As the only civil structure in Mycenae, the building has housed religious 
services, town meetings and social gatherings. Its commanding position 
at the western approach to the tiny hamlet clearly reflects the importance 
of the structure as a civil institution within the community. The intact 
one-room schoolhouse is a significant reminder of the importance given to 
education by the rural farming communities of central New York.

Onondaga County Court House, Granter Book 2625, p495,
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached general plot plan

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state NA code county code

state NA code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title jphn F. Harwood, Field Representative (see continuation sheett 

organization jjyg Division for Historic Preservat jflV? April 1983

street & number Agency Bldg . 1, Empire State PlaMeP>^one (518) 474-0479 

city or town Alba n^^_______________________________________ state New York 12238

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ------state local ________________________________

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register Md certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by^e National Pvk Sm/ce.

State Historic Preservation Qfficer signature 

title Deputy Commissioner and Counsel date

For NP8 use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National RegisterI l^eby certify that thii

mt lirMJjju date

/

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

OPO
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Mycenae Schoolhouse 
Manlius, Onondaga County 
New York
General Plot Plan with 

Dimensions
Nomination boundary indicated 

by heavy line.
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Working No. ^
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/

Federal Agency:
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substantive reasons discussed below
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\y/\. Name

Location

^3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

Owner of Property

1^. Location of Legal Description

Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes

/
yi. Description

Condition
CD excellent
D^ood
C^air

CD deteriorated
CD ruins
CD unexposed

Check one
CD faltered 
[faltered

ChedMine 
Boriginal site 
CD moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
[Zfs^mary paragraph

C3^ximpleteness
g^rity
C3yt^ra,tions/i ntegrity 
[I3^s
C^^oundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
B^mmary paragraph 

H^xJmpleteness 
DZ^rity
ES^pplicable criteria 
B^tjfication of areas checked 
[2j;e1ajing significance to the resource 
E^^j^ext

[Brelationship of integrity to significance 
[ZTjustification of exception 
Hither
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9. M^jor Bibliographical References

Wo. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated prop^y , 
Quadrangle name

Verbal boundary description and justification

^rm Prepared By

lAl. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within th( s:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other
E^aps 

0 Photographs 
C^kuther

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

ML__K Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet




















