
FHR-8-400 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

or HCRS use only
leceived JAN I 3 1983

late entered

1. Name
historic Hotel Gerard

and/or common Hotel Langwell/Hotel 1—2—3

2. Location
number 1^3 HHth Stjr^ not for publication

Cl.,, town .icinl.,0.

State New York code 036 county New York CIOO36) ; code O61

3. Classification
Category
___ district
_X_ building(s)
___ structure
___ site
___ object

Ownership
___ public
_x_ private 

. both

^atus
___ occupied
___ unoccupied

_______ ^ work in progress
Public Acquisition Accessible

in process X yes: restricted
___ being considered , „____yes: unrestrictedX not applicable

Present Use
___ agriculture

^ commercial
___ educational
___ entertainment
___ government

industrial 
___ military

___museum
___park
___private residence
___religious
___scientific
___transportation
X other: part vacant

4. Owner of Property
name 123 West 44th Street Associates; Harold Thurman,'Principal

street & number 2380 Hempstead Turnpike

city, town
East Meadow . vicinity of state New York (11554)

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Clerk, Hity nf New Yn-pk 

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city, town New York City state New York (IOOO7)

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title none - has this property been determined elegible?

date federal state . county local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description
Condition Check one Check one

excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site
Nf]_X good ruins X altered moved date

fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Hotel Gerard Is a U-shaped building constructed of salmon- 
colored Roman brick and rusticated limestone and decorated with 
an unusual combination of German Renaissance and Northern Gothic 
details. The facade consists of a two-story limestone base 
supporting eleven brick stories which have a strong vertical
emphasis culminating In steep gables and tall dormers. The side 
elevations (east and west) consist of neutral brick punctuated by 
plain, square-headed windows. The rear elevation (north) is similar 
but Its window bays overlook the small rear courtyard. The Gerard 
lies close to Times Square and is located on the north side of West 
44th Street surrounded by structures vastly different in age, style 
and scale. The building and courtyard fill their entire tax 
lot. There is no historic district potential.

The facade's lower floor contains several altered storefronts. At 
the second floor level there is a small, bracketed balcony-like 
projection above the two central bays which originally carried the 
hotel’s name. Above these floors, the exterior remains almost entirely 
Intact.

The third to the sixth floors contain bowed pairs of bays^ each bay having 
three windows. The central pair of bays are trapedzoidal and those 
on the third and fourth floor are faced in terra cotta. At the 
seventh floor, the outer bays have two round-arched windows set above 
the sixth floor balconies. The two central bays are set in a raised 
terra-cotta relief panel. The eighth and ninth floors are identical, 
with oriel windows in the outer bays and three square-headed windows, in each 
6£ the central two bays. The tenth floor has six bays of three 
square-headed windows each. Iron railings at the seventh and tenth floors 
have been removed. (Illus. 1)
The outer bays on the eleventh to thirteenth floors diminish into 
steeply pointed gables. The ornate central pair of bays have two- 
story engaged columns beneath heavily modelled entablature on 
which rest dormer windows with decorative urns on top. The roof 
slopes back from the front gables and has been covered with tarpaper. One 
oculus (out of the original four) remains intact and there is a chimney 
on each side.

Within the interior, the ground floor has lost its original plan, having 
been converted from hotel reception rooms to commercial space, but some 
major architectural elements (fluted columns, tiled floors) still sur­
vive in the former cafe (photograph 4), now a restaurant.

A few very minor details (egg-and-dart moulding) exist in 
the other commercial spaces. The basement has been totally altered 
in plan and in finish.

On the upper floors, the U-shaped configuration of the hotel 
consists of a center main stairway and two elevators running perpen7 

fUcular to smaller side halls. These hallways connect a basic matrix of
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suites o£ four rooms each (generally a bath, two bedrooms and a 
sitting room), although various interconnecting doors could be 
opened or closed to expand or contract the suites. Generally the 
sitting rooms faced the street or rear court to take advantage of 
the light, and the bedrooms were located in the darker inner sections 
(photograph 5). In recent years the hotel was in single room 
occupancy and there were resulting partition and plumbing changes.
The rooms are densely packed, the halls narrow and the light and 
air marginal.



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 ^ architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian

^1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry

invention
politics/government transportation 

other (specify)

Specific dates 1893-1894 Buiider/Architect George1 Keister

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Hotel Gerard is the oldest high-rise structure remaining in the
Times Square section of Manhattan as well as one of the earliest 
examples of a multiple-family dwelling remaining in the city.
Designed in 1893-4 by architect George Keister, the hotel is also 
architecturally significant as an unusual example of German Renaissance 
and Northern Gothic decorative motifs applied to a high-rise building. 
Built at a time when the Times Square area consisted mainly of brown- 
stone rowhouses, the Hotel Gerard is both a reminder of that neighbor­
hood's original residential character and an example of its early 
commercial development.
The German Renaissance detailing imparts a distinct character to the 
exterior, which, stylistically, makes the building unusual in New 
York City. The superscale gables, sloping roof, attenuated quality 
of the urns, and floral ornament are generally similar to Northern 
European Renaissance examples, while the heavy rigid control of 
the facade suggests severe German models, such as the Pellerhaus 
in Nuremburg (1605). Stylistic influence of this type is atypical 
in high-rise buildings in New York City, and the closest other 
examples are the Dakota apartments (1884) and the Plaza Hotel 
(1907)- both designed by Henry Hardenbergh and listed on the National 
Register. On the Gerard, the adaptation of this relatively obscure 
style is representative of the experimentation with Renaissance forms 
concurrent with the Renaissance Revival of the early 1890's.

George Keister, the architect of the Gerard, was a long-time New 
York City architect, practicing from 1887 into the 1930's. Most 
of his earlier work was for speculative tenement house builders, 
including several projects for the builders of the Gerard. In the 
twentieth century he designed a number of theaters and theater-related 
buildings.

As originally built, the Gerard was representative of the gradual 
adoption of the high-rise, multiple dwelling by the upper classes.
At first it served as an apartment hotel with central dining, but 
as the Times Square area became more commercial, it was converted 
for transient use. In design and in use, the Gerard is an important 
midway illustration of the change in residential urban living from 
the earlier nineteenth-century brownstones to the tall apartment 
houses of the 1910's found along West End, Park and other avenues.

The Gerard is the oldest high-rise structure remaining in the Times 
Square area as well as one of the earliest tall multiple dwellings 
remaining in the city. It is the most visible reminder of the time 
when that area was in large part residential. At the time of its
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construction, the neighborhood consisted mainly o£ brownstone 
rowhouses and the Gerard was one of the first structures built in 
the emerging era of Times Square's commercial development.

The present property owner is preparing plans for the residential 
use of the Gerard in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's 
"Standards for Rehabilitation" as a tax act project.
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9. Major Bibiiographicai References

10. Geographical Data
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11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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tme date

13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 -3504
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