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1. Name

0MB NO. 1024-0013 

EXP. i2/3i/84
For NPS use only
received AUS | 8 

date entered
983

historic Grand Hotel

and/or common

2. Location
street & number 1232-1238 Broadway not for publication

city, town New York vicinity of

state New York code 036 county New York code 061

3. Ciassification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
_JL building(s) _X private unoccupied X commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

N / Abeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name Moysh & Cal Haddad Assoc. Inc.

street & number 1182 Broadway

city, town New York vicinity of state N.Y. 10001

5. Location of Legai Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York County Register’s Office

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city, town New York state N.Y. 10021

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Landmarks Preservation 

title Commission (LP-lOAl) has this property been determined eligible? no

date September 11, 1979 . federal . state . county X local

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission 20 Vesey Street

city, town New York state N.Y. 10007





8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

j;_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
___ archeoiogy-prehistoric ------ community pianning

. archeoiogy-historic
___ agricuiture

architecture 
___ art
___ commerce

. communications

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. expioration/settlement. 

. industry 

. invention

. iandscape architecture. 

. iaw

. iiterature 

. miiitary 

. music 

. phiiosophy 

. poiitics/government

. reiigion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1868 Buiider/Architect Henry Engelbert
Statement of Significance (in

The Grand Hotel is historically and architecturally significant as a sophisticated 
example of the French Second Empire style adapted to a Manhattan commercial building. 
Commissioned by carpet merchant Elias S, Higgins and designed by Henry Engelbert in 1868, 
the Grand Hotel is a rare survivor of the period when Broadway between Madison and Herald 
Squares served as the heart of a glittering entertainment district. The design of the 
Grand Hotel, with its elaborate mansard roof and elegant marble facades, reflects the 
influence of the new buildings being erected in Paris during the reign of Napoleon III.
In New York, this style was often rendered in.residential buildings and in more flamboyant, 
cast-iron commercial versions. The Grand Hotel is an unusual manifestation of the French 
Second Empire style in a masonry, commercial structure. Its restrained ornamentation 
and nearly flat facades also reflect the design influence of Parisian h^els particuliers 
and their adaptation to Manhattan’s crowded streets. Today, the building's rich, yet 
subtle design continues to enhance this bustling area of Manhattan.

Ellas S, Higgins, who commissioned the Grand Hotel, was a prosperous carpet merchant 
as well as a manufacturer of carpets. In addition to the Grand Hotel, Higgins was re­
sponsible for the construction of a marble-fronted warehouse on White Street and the 
Grand Central Hotel on Broadway, opposite Bond Street, neither of which survived.

For all of these projects, Higgins employed architect Henry Engelbert, Engelbert's 
origins and training are unknown, but it is likely that he emigrated to this country from 
Germanyshortly before 1852, He first appears in the New York City Directory in 1852-53, 
listed as an architect in partnership with John Edson, Their association lasted only 
five years, during which time they designed a number of churches. Two of the earliest of 
these are the First Baptist Church (1856) on Fifth Avenue and East 35th Street and 
St, Mary’s Abbey Church (1856) in Newark, both designs in the Early Romanesque style.
Other works by Engelbert alone include the College of Mount Saint Vincent Administration 
Building (1857-59, listed on National Register, 1960) and the Holy Cross Church (1968) and 
Academy C1869) on West 42nd and 43rd Streets,

Most of Engelbert’s work, however, was not religious or institutional in character.
He designed a variety of building types Including stables, loft buildings, tenements, row- 
houses and hotels. The extant examples of his work indicate that he was a talented 
architect of the period with the ability to create fine designs in a ntmber of styles.
In 1879, Engelbert closed his New York office and nothing is known of his life or career 
after that date.

In the years following the Civil War, one influential trend in American architecture 
was Napoleon Ill’s redesign of Paris, The most well-known manifestation of the new Paris 
was the additions to the Louvre designed in 1852-57 by Visconti & Lefuel, The "New 
Louvre" becamewide3y-known outside of France as a symbol of cosmopolitan modernity. Its 
style, a heavier, more sculptural interpretation of earlier parts of the palace, became



9. Major Bibliographical References

See centImiation Sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property Less than 1 acre 
Quadrangle name Brooklyn 

UMT References
Quadrangle scale. 1;94.nnn
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominated property occupies Manhattan Tax Map Block 832, Lot 66, as outlined on the 
attached map, with a scale of 1"-120’,

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries N/ A 

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Contact; L.E. Gobrecht

Historic Preservation Pield 
organization Services Bureau date June 1983

street & number Agency Bldg. #1, E.S.P. telephone (518) 474-0479

city or town Albany state N.Y. 12238

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____________ national_______ ___State-X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion ipjhe National Register and c^fy that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set lortMS^^tfe National Park Service^

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

For NPS use only
I Thereby c*^ify that this property is included in the National Register

--------------- Watioaal IJecletey
date

'f-Keeper of the National Regmer 

Attest: date
Chief of Registration



FHH-e-W) (11-7»)

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 

inventory—Nomination Form
Grand Hotel

Continuation sheet New York County, N.Y. Item number 8 Page

known as French Second Empire. The distinctive characteristics of the style were an 
emphasis on horizontal layering, division of the composition into various projecting 
pavilions, separate mansard roofs, usually interrupted by dormers^and a rich overlay 
of ormament creating a three-dimensional appearance. In the United States, full 
manifestations of the French Second Empire style were widely employed for public and 
institutional buildings after 1865. The best known example is Alfred Mullet's State,
War and Navy Building in Washington D.C., built in 1871-75.

For commercial designs, however, especially in New York where buildings commonly 
filled their entire lots, architects often employed many of the motifs and ornamental " 
details of French Second Empire design, most often the distinctive mansard roof, without 
the fully developed vertical articulation of separate pavilions. Many commercial build­
ings were designed simply as adaptations of earlier flat-surfaced Italianate palazzos 
topped with mansard roofs. In the Grand Hotel this tendency is seen in the relative 
flatness of its main facades. The single plane of these surfaces is broken ohly by slight 
vertical projections below its roof towers, and these are given visual emphasis by the 
use of quoined enframements. Other commercial structures of this style and period, such 
as stores and warehouses, were often faced with cast-iron instead of stone and^conse­
quently, their surface treatment could be more flamboyant and more three-dimensional^as in 
the Parisian prototypes.

The Grand Hotel, while a commercial building, was more closely based on the style of 
individual residences built in Napoleon Ill's Paris. These h&tels particuliers were con­
structed of stone, between five and seven stories high with simple mansard roofs and^ 
often, commercial ground floors. The intermediate floors were distinguished by different 
window treatments at each level and band courses at sill level. The story immediately 
below the mansard was usually enhanced by an iron balcony. Details such as pilasters 
and quoins were used to enframe comer and end windows. The Grand Hotel has many of 
these elements, Including stores on the ground fldor, window shapes and treatments which 
vary from floor to floor, strongly articulated band courses, and quoins which enframe the 
slightly projecting bays. Instead of the iron balcony on the floor below the mansard, 
this story has full, round-arched windows which create an arcade effect.

The Grand Hotel and its neighbor on West 29th Street, the Gllsey House (listed on 
National Register, 1978)^ are the only surviving hotels from a period when this section 
of Broadway was Manhattan's main entertainment district. At one time, six theaters 
were located along Broadway between West 28th and West 31st Streets, while music publishers, 
gambling clubs and posh brothels filled nearby side streets. Slightly to the west was 
New York's unparalleled shopping center known as "Ladies' Mile." Built to serve the patrons 
of all these establishments, numerous hotels were opened in the area, each attempting to 
exceed the other in opulence and luxury.

The Grand Hotel was a major architectural element of the area until the theater 
district shifted north to Times Square at the turn of the century and this section be­
came part of the garment district. Today, the Grand Hotel's former days of elegance 
have been eclipsed and it serves as single-room-occupancy apartments. Its continued 
presence on Broadway recalls the former prominence of this area as an entertainment 
district during a significant period in the city's history.
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Henderson, Mary C. The City and the Theater. Clifton, New Jersey: James T. White & Co., 
1973.

New York Landmarks Preservation Commission. Designation Report'Grand Hotel (LP 1041). 
James T. Dillon. September 11, 1979.

New York, Manhattan Buildings Department. Docket Books.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Grand Hotel
New York County 
NEW YORK

Working No.
AUG I 8 1933

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or iocal government
□ owner objection
□ appeai

Substantive Review: CH sample □ request

Fed. Reg. Date:_____________
Date Due: ^Action: --Tl^EPT

Entered in -----return—-------------------
National Eegietox—REJECT.

Federal Agency:______

□ appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? dl yes d no

7. Description

'ndition

Kcellent
d

□ deteriorated 
d ruins

Check one 
d unaltered 
d altered

. Check one 
d original site
d moved date

O unexposed

1 present and original (if known) physical appearance

iragraph J
>3

. .A.
r.'



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

0 summary paragraph
□ completeness 
O clarity
O applicable criteria
□ justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

"'a''

■liT-

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date ‘ ' V',> .■ 'y.., ■

X..... '

13. Other

O Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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