
FHR-«-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type aii entries—compiete applicabie sections_____________ ________

1. Name

For HCRS use only 

received , TO

iate entered

historic -Tfe^^orilton

and/or common

2. Location
7/^street & number 171 Wes-f . not for pubiication

city, town New York . vicinity of tieX

state New York code 036 county New York code 061

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agricuiture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commerciai park

structure both work in progress educationai private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object Mft in process 

li£L being considered
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no

government
industrial
military

___ scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
nameMinnie Sobel c/o Sam Sohel

street & number 171 West 71st Street

city, town New York . vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York Covinty Hall of Records

street & number 31 Chamber Street

city, town New York state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title^andmagks Preservation Commissionhas this property been determined eleglble? ___yes _x_ no

date October 8, 1974 . federal state >unty X local

depository for survey records 20 Vesey Street

city, town New York state New York



7. Description
Condition Check one Check one

excellent ___ deteriorated unaltered X original site
N/P)good ruins ■X altered moved date

X fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Dojrilton is ten stories ta,ll and has an additional three stories con­
tained in its-niias5!ive curved mansard roof. Built with an H-shaped plan, it 
fills the irregular augle created where Broadway meets 71st Street and forms a 
recessed entrance court Between projecting pavilions on the 71st Street elevation.

The three-story rusticated limestone base ternimates in a balustraded balconyo 
Cornmercial storefronts have been inserted on the first floor of the'Broadway 
facade. The main Body of the building is built of red brick with contrasting 
stone quoins defining four corner pavilions which become pronounced only at the 
roof level. Curved bay windows of bronze rise from the balcony level at the cen­
ter of Broadway elevation and in each of the 71st Street wings, A second balus- 
traded balcony with urns once surrounded the 10th floor and was supported by 
massive scrolled brackets which survive. The elaborate mansard has been altered 
by replacing its original slate roof with black tar paper. Much of the ornate 
copper coping framing the roof pavilions, the sculptured terracotta segment- 
ally arched lintels at the eleventh story, and the terracotta lintels on the three major 
attic dormers have been removed. However, a large part of the coping remains as do the 
tall, freestanding chimney stacks and some of the details of the attic dormers.

Other handsome decorative features are the mock pedestricui bridge on the tenth 
floor level above the entrance court; the tripartite decorative wrought-iron 
gates supported by limestone columns which define the carriageway and central 
pedestrian gate, and sculpture, including allegorical female forms on the fourth 
floor balcony, "Atlase's" bracketing the metal bay windows of the 71st Street 
facade, and putti framing the lettered "D" cartouche above the gateway.

The typical floor in the Dorilton includes four apartments. Long, private, 
central hallways lit by French doors, some irregularly shaped rooms,many corner 
fireplaces, and asymmetrically placed, round window bays vary from one interior to 
the next. Other details, such as ornate Queen Anne fireplaces and paneling,survive. 
Many of the apartments,however, have been subdivided into smaller units and are 
considerably altered. The main lobby is Classically inspired but the ornate 
detail has been heavily painted. The vestibule contains putti figures supporting 
a cartouche which repeats the motif over the gateway.

...................................■



8. Significance
Period

. prehistoric 
1400-1499 

,1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
. archeoiogy-prehistoric 
. archeoiogy-historic 
. agricuiture

X architecture 
___art
___commerce

JL1900- . communications

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement. 

. industry 

. invention

. landscape architecture. 

. law

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1300-^02 Buiider/Architect Janes and Leo

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Dorilton Apartments is one of the great surviving luxury ap,artment buildings 
constructed in New York near the turn of the century. Architecturally it is one of the 
finest Beaux Arts apartment buildings in Manhattan. Designed by Leo & Janes and erected 
by Hamilton W. Weed as a speculative building venture in 1902, its elaborate and even 
flamboyant form and ornament was sharply criticized by some critics. Nevertheless, 
the building reflects the opulent taste of the period and was, as a luxury apartment 

building, an innovative building type at the time, mth the Dakota and the Ansonia 
(borh listed on the National RegisterX two equally elaborate neighbors, the Dorilton 
reflectR a high point of design and development in the remarkably rapid expansion 
of the upper west side between 1890 and 1915.

Although little has been written about the Dorilton's architects, Elisha 
Harris Janes and Richard Leopold Leo, they were a competent and popular design 
firm in New York City between 1897 and 1911. After 1900 their offices were located 
at 2585 Broadway on the upper west side of Manhatteui where the majority of their 
known designs survive. Though the Dorilton is perhaps their most well-known work, 
they also designed many single family residences and several churches-, including 
All Souls Church on St. Nicholas Avenue at 114th Street, the Alimar apartment 
house on West End Avenue, and a row of seventeen single-family houses within the 
Riverside Drive-105th Street Historic District. Most of their designs^like the 
Dorilton, were in the French Beaux-Arts style and many were published in the im­
portant architectural periodicals of the day including Architectural Forum,
Architect and Buildet's News , and Architectural Record.

Janes is also known for the series of articles he wrote for the Brickbuilder 
during the second decade of the century on the development of studio and duplex 
apartment houses and the related cooperative and speculative financing of their 
construction.

The Dorilton was erected by Hamilton W. Weed^ a speculative builder and 
developer, who was active in New York City at the turn of the century. His involve­
ment with Janes and Leo began a year or two before the Dorilton with several of the 
seventeen single-family houses designed by them and located in the 105th Street 
Historic District.

Cited in Andrew Alpern, Apartments for the Affluent 
1975), p. 28

(New York; McGraw-Hill,
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THE DORILTON
New York County, New York
Manhattan Land Book, Plate 91
New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1979
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Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: □ sample □ request n appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer_____
Discipline_____
Date_________

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition

Status
Accessibie

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? CH yes □ no

7. Description

Condition

n excellent
IZ3 good 
□ fair

1 1 deteriorated

□ ruins

□ unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered

□ altered

Check one
□ original site

□ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ alterations/integrity
0 dates
1 I boundary selection
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph 
CH completeness
□ clarity
CH applicable criteria
□ justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

■■■ '.m
.0 i

--I,

-A
9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

■

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

■> iVV ■

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

■ i-,

V •#!' ::;a i-
■ ' 'K. .. ■'''.v-

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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