FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic DeLamar Mansion

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 233 Madison Avemnue” ____not for publication
city, town New York City ____vicinity of congresetanat-disiict
state New York code 036 county New York code 061
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —__ public —___occupied — agriculture —__ museum
i 3B building(s) 8. 3 private —___ unoccupied —_ commercial — park
—structure —_both — work in progress — educational —_ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment —_religious
— object —_in process —X_ yes: restricted & government —__ scientific
— being considered __ yes: unrestricted —_industrial — transportation
N/A == ho — military — other:

4. Owner of Property

Polish People's Republic

name

street & number 233 Madison Avenue

-~ New York New Y
city, town ___vicinity of state " ork 10016

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York County Register's Office

street & number 31 Chambers Street

New York City New York 10007

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Landmarks Preservation Commission (:-LP-?Igglmis property been determined elegible? ____yes X o

March 15, 1975

date — federal __state ___ county X 1ocal

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission, 20 Vesey Street

city,town  New York City state  New York 10007



7. Description

Cgndition Check one Check one

—2_excellent ;4 ___ deteriorated _X_ unaltered _X_ original site o
_'good * *** ___ ruins ___ altered ___moved date N/
—_fair —___ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The DeLamar Mansion, an imposing Beaux-Arts style structure built of limestone,
is situated in the Murray Hill section of Manhattan on the northeast corner of
Madison Avenue and East 37th Street across the street from the J.P. Morgan House.
The main facade of the mansion,which faces 37th Street,is designed in a tripartite
division both vertically and horlzontally The vertlcal division is the dominant
one, reinforced by projecting end pavilions. The horizontal division is created
by a wide, smooth-faced, molded band course above the ground floor and by the roof
cornice above the third floor.

The first three floors display a careful balance of architectural elements,
while the upper two stories introduce an asymmetrical c0mp051t10n creating a
sense of height that belies the size of the mansion and gives the bu11d1ng its
most striking feature. “The 'sense of height is furthet emphasizéd by theé “contin-
uatlon o the rustlcatlon of the lower floors up into the fourth floor of the
western pav1110n, giving . 1t a tower-like appearance.

The major windows of the first three floors of the building are paired with
the exception of those on the recessed section of the Madison Avenue facade. All
have smooth-faced enframements which provide contrast with the rusticated wall
surfaces. At the second floors of the end pavilions, tall paired windows are set
behind balustrades supported on massive console brackets which are decorated with
classical swags. Over the windows are denticulated cornices carried on console
brackets that are extended up to the third floor where they serve as sills. Above
the third floor is' a denticulated and modlllloned cornice carried on mass1ve, paired
console brackets' atcthe corners.

The'commanding feature of the mansion is the treatment of the upper stories
and the great mansard roof. The lires of this very elegant roof are emph351zed
by copper crestings decorated with shell motifs.

INTERIORS?® First Floor Entrance hall. Beaux-Arts glazed bronze grille,
fluted columns w1thccomp051te capitals flank entrance to
elliptical = staircase with stained=glass skylight;
architrave moldings and lintels surmount double
wooden doors to adjoining rooms.

East Room; circular painting on ceiling Wlth dark
wood trim edged in gilt.

Second Floor: Central Room: painted ceiling with gilt frame; gilt
entablature with deep ornamental frieze.
West Room: painted ceiling with gilt frame; walls
embellished with gilt edged pilasters, fabric-filled
panels and sconces.

Ahetaale Taeser s ‘BEhst Rbom: paneléd wainscoting; Doric columns carry
simple molding crowned by painted frieze with some
stained glass; ceiling with large central panel sur-
rounded by coffers; marble mantel with heraldic lionms.

Third Floor: East Room: painted ceiling with -denticulated frame; painted
frieze; paneled walls; crystal chandelier.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation — law —___science

___1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics —_literature — sculpture

___1600-1699 X architecture —education — military —_social/

—1700-1799 ____art —___engineering —__ music humanitarian

___1800-1899 ____ commerce ____exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —theater

X _ 1900~ ____ communications ____industry ___ politics/government ____ transportation
: —_invention —_other (specify)

Specific dates ]1902-06 Ruiidex/Architect C.P.H. Gilbert

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The DeLamar Mansion, now the Consulate of the Polish People's Republic, is
an imposing Beaux-Arts style residence designed by the noted New York architect.
Charles Pierrepont H. Gilbert in the great scale and elegance of the limestone
mansions that once lined upper Fifth Avenue.l It is a striking reminder of the
time when Murray Hill was a fashionable residential district of Manhattan, and it
is one of the most elegant residences in the French Beaux-Arts style of archi-
tecture in the city. The mansion was byilt_fqr’Josegh_Raphqel_Dq}qma;’iq11902._m
DeLamar was born in Amsterdam in 1843 and emigrated to this ¢ountry in the 1860s,
settling first in Massachusetts where he worked as a ship contractor. With the
discovery of gold in Colorado in the late 1870s, DeLamar went west and soon
amassed a fortune. After a brief period in local politics, he returned east in
1888 and settled in New York City where he died in 1918.

Charles Pierrepont H. Gilbert (1860-1952) was born in New York City. After
studying at Columbia University and the fcole des Beaux-Arts, he spent the early
years of his career in the mining towns of Colorado and Arizona. Perhaps DeLamar
and Gilbert first met while they were both in the West. It is not known when ;
Gilbert returned to New York, but by the late 1880s he had designed several hand-
some Romariesque Revival houses in the Park Slope section of Brooklyn. Lite in
the 1890s, he began to receive commissions from prominent members of New York
society including the Woolworths, the Warburgs, Isaac D.- Fletcher and Edmond C.
Converse. After an extremely long and succeisful career, Gilbert retired to
Pelham Manor where he died at the age of 92. FIRReRR rae

In 1923, the DelLamar Mansion was sold to the National Democratic Club
for use as its headquarters. Im 1973, the Polish Government purchased the
building and has since restored much of the splended interior spaces.

1. The text of this report was taken almost in its entirety from the
New York Landmarks Preservation Commission Report, The DelLamar Mansion
(LP-0884), March 25, 1975, by James T. Dillon.

2. Landmarks Preservation Commission, Metropolitan Museum Historic
District Designation Report (LP-0955), by the ,Research Department
(New York: City of New York, 1977), pp. 112-113.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Landmarks Preservation Commission. DeLamar Mansion: Des_gnatlon Repprt (LP 0884),
by James T. Dillen.  New York: Gity of New York, 1975. ..~~~

‘Metropelitan Museum Historic District Des_gggtlon Report (LP- 0955) by the Research
Department of the Landmarks Preservation Commission. New York: City of New York,

1977

10. Geographical Data

LESS THAN ONE ACRE

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name __Brooklyn Quadrangle scale _1:24.000————
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominated property occupies Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Blodk 867 Lot 23, and

is approximately 100' x 50'.As outlined on the attached map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries NH

state ) code ; county code
state code county éode
11. Form Prepared By

—concacc:

name/title Larry E. Gobrecht, National Register Program Coordinater

organization Historic Preservation Field Services Bureadate 8/82

street & number Agency I, E.S.P. " “felephone’ 518-474-0479 .

city or town A1bany state-+ New.York 12238

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ____ state X _ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage'Conservatioff and Recreation Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature S £ /4

date

title

Deputy Commissioner and Counsel

GPO 938 835



NPS Form 10-800-a < OME No.1024-0018
3-82) & Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheetye1amar Mansion, N,Y, Coupty Itemnumber g Page o

New York City. Department of Buildings. New Building Plan No. 532-19.

New York Times. December 2, 1918. (DeLamar Obituary).




FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

DeLamar Mansion’
Continuation sheet  New York County, NY Item number 11

Form Prepared By:

James T. Dillon, LPS

Landmarks Preservation Commission
20. Vesey St.

New York, NY 10007

212-566-7577
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WASO Form - 177
(“R"” June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

DeLamar Mansion
New York County
NEW YORK

[ resubmission
[J nomination by person or local government
] owner objection

Working No. JUL 2 6 '983

Fod. Reg.Date: /2. .7.%% , -,
Date Due: /25753 — Y g3

Action: __“ACCEPT Z/Jf'/fj
Entered in the _—_RETURN

National Register — REJECT

Federal Agency:

] appeal
Substantive Review: [J sample [ request [J appeal ] NR decision
Reviewer’s comments:
Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description |
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes Cno
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
[ excellent [ deteriorated ] unaltered =1 original site
[ good [ ruins [ altered [ moved date
D fair D unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[ summary paragraph
[T completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[C] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[ summary paragraph
] completeness

[ clarity

(] applicable criteria
[ justification of areas checked

(] relating significance to the resource

[J context

[J relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[J other

i

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
] Maps

[J Photographs
] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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DeLamar Mansion

233 Madison Avenue

New York County, New York

Photo by: Fred Wasserman, 1983

Neg. at: New York Landmarks
Preservation Commission

Entrance.






. De Lamar Mansion
* 233 Madison Avenue

New York County, New York

Photo by: Andrew S. Dolkart, 1979

Neg., at: New York Landmarks
Preservation Commission

Entrance Hall.






DeLamar Mansion

233 Madison Avenue

New York County, New York

Photo by: Andrew §. Dolkart, 1979

Neg. at: New York Landmarks
Preservation Commission

Stairway in entrance hall






DeLamar Mansion

233 Madison Avenue

New York County, New York

Photo by: Andrew S. Dolkart, 1979

Neg. at: New York Landmarks
Preservation Commission

Second floor, west room.



New York County, NY

UTM Reference
18/ 585960/4511250
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DeLamar Mansion, 233 Madison Ave.
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THE MEAN RANGE OF TIDE IS APPROXIMATELY 4.2 FEET IN THE EAST RIVER o
AND 5.2 FEET IN JAMAICA BAY QUADRANGLE LOCATION

Purple tint indicates extension of urban areas

Topography by planetable surveys 1955-1956. Revised from \
aerial photographs taken 1966. Field checked 1967

Selected hydrographic data compiled from USC&GS Charts
275 (1964), 542 (1967), and 745 (1966). This information
is not intended for navigational purposes

UTM GRID AND 1979 MAGNETIC NORTH
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

N4037.5—W7352.5/7.5
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum

10,000-foot grid based on New York coordinate system, Long Island zone
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, zone 18, shown in blue THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS

Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092
Entire area lies within New York City A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Revisions shown in purple compiled by the Geological Survey
from aerial photographs taken 1977 and other source data
This information not field checked. Map edited 1979
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