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1. Name

ior'MCRS use only

IcMved JUL 2 6 1983

historic DeLamar Mansion

and/or common

2. Location
street & number 233 Madison Avenue^ not for pubiication

city, town New York City vicinity of

state New York code 036 county New York code 061

3. Classification
Category Ownership S^tus Present Use

district public occupied agricuiture museum
^ buiiding(s) ^ private unoccupied commerciai park

structure both work in progress educationai private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment , reiigious
object in process X yes: restricted ^ government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industriai transportation
N/A no miiitary other:

4. Owner of Property
name Polish People's Republic

street & number 233 Madison Avenue

city, town
New York

vicinity of state 10016

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York County Register's Office

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city, town New York City state New York 10007

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Landmarks Preservation Commission property been determined eiegibie?

March 15, 1975
yes

date . federai . state . local

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission, 20 vese'v Street

city, town New York Citystate i^ew York 10007



7. Description
Condition 
^_exceJI«fnt ya 
_good 

fair

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed

Check one 
X unaitered 

___ aitered

Check one
X original site 

___ moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The DeLamar Mansion, an imposing Beaux-Arts style structure built of limestone, 
is situated in the Murray Hill section of Manhattan on the northeast corner of 
Madison Avenue and East 37th Street across the street from the J.P. Morgan House.
The main facade of the mansion^which faces 37th Street^is designed in a tripartite 
division both vertically and horizontally. The vertical division is the dominant 
one, reinforced by projecting end pavilions. The horizontal division is created 
by a wide, smooth-faced, molded band course above the ground floor and'by the roof 
comice above the third floor.

The first three floors display a careful balance of architectural elements, 
while the upper two stories introduce an asymmetrical composition creating a 
sense of height that belies the size of the mansion and gives the building its 
most striding feature.‘“-THe' sense of height is futthef-emphasized b^'t’he corifin- ’ 
uat'iph Djf the oi the lower floors up into the fourth floor of the
western pavilion, givlpg.it a tower-like appearance.

I??'

The major windows of the first three floors of the building are paired with 
the exception of those on the recessed section of the Madison Avenue facade. All 
have smooth-faced enframements which provide contrast with the rusticated wall 
surfaces. At the second floors of the end pavilions, tall paired windows are set 
behind balustrades supported on massive console brackets which are decorated with 
classical swags. Over the windows are denticulated cornices carried on console 
btackets that are extended up to the third floor where they serve as sills. Above 
the third floor ,i;s; a denticulated and modillioned cornice carried on massive, paired 
console brackets'dtt the comers.

The commanding feature of the mansion is the treatment of the upper stories 
and the great mansard roof. . Tlie lines of this very elegant ropf are emphasized 
by copper crestings decorated with shell motifs.

INTERIORS: First Floor: Entrance hall- Beaux-Arts glazed bronze grille,
fluted columns with‘%omposite capitals flank entrance to 
elliptical staircase with stained-glass skylight; 
architrave moldings and lintels surmount double 
wooden doors to adjoining rooms.
East Room» circular minting on ceiling yrith dark 
wood trim edged in gilt.

Second Floor: Central Room: painted ceiling with gilt frame; gilt 
entablature with deep ornamental frieze.
West Room: painted ceiling with gilt frame; walls 
embellished with gilt edged pilasters, fabric-filled
panels and sconces.

. foiom: paneled waihiscoting; Doric columns carry
simple molding crowned by painted frieze with some 
stained glass; ceiling with large central panel sur­
rounded by coffers; marble mantel with heraldic lions.

Third Floor: East Room: painted ceiling with denticulated frame; painted 
frieze; paneled walls; crystal chandelier.



8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

JL_ 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
. archeology-prehistoric 
. archeology-historic 
. agriculture
. architecture 
.art
. commerce 
. communications

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention

landscape architecture, 
law

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1902-06 jjHttto/Architect C.P.H. Gilbert

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
The DeLamar Mansion, now the Consulate of the Polish People's Republic, is 

an imposing Beaux-Arts style residence designed by the noted New York architect. 
Charles Pierrepont H. Gilbert in the great scale and elegance of the limestone 
mansions that once lined upper Fifth Avenue.^ It is a striking reminder of the 
time when Murray Hill was a fashionable residential district of Manhattan, and it 
is one of the most elegant residences in the French Beaux-Arts style of archi­
tecture,in the city. The^mansipn was b^ilt for Joseph Raphael DeL^ar in 1902. 
DeLamar was bom in Amsterdam in'1843 and emigrated to , tHis x^oimtry in'the'1860s, 
settling first in Massachusetts whiere he worked as a ship contractor. With the 
discovery of gold in Colorado in the late 1870s, DeLamar went west and soon 
amassed a fortune. After a brief period in local politics, he returned east in 
1888 and settled in New York City where he died in 1918.

Charles Pierrepont H. Gilbert (1860-1952) was bom in New York City. After 
studying at Columbia University and the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, he spent the early 
years of his career in the mining towns of Colorado and Arizona. Perhaps DeLamar 
and Gilbert first met while they were both in the West. It is not known when ^ 
Gilbert returned, to I^ew York, bi^t. by the l,ate 1880s he ha^ designe4 several hand­
some Romariesque Revival houses in the Park Slope section of Brooklyn". ' Late in 
the 1890s, he began to receive commissions from prominent members of New York 
society including the Woolworths, the Warburgs, Isaac D. Fletcher and'Edmond C. 
Converse. After ap. extremely long and successful career, Gilbe.rt retired to 
Pelham Manor where he died at the age of 92.

In 1923, the DeLamar Mansion was sold to the National Democratic Club 
for use as its headquarters. In 1973, the Polish Government purchased the 
building and has since restored much of the splended interior spaces.

1. The text of this report was taken almost in its entirety from the
New York Landmarks Preservation Commission Report, The DeLamar Mansion 
(LP-0884), March 25, 1975, by James T. Dillon.

2. Landmarks Preservation Commission, Metropolitan Museum Historic 
District Designation Reporp CLPrQ935),.,by tl>e, Research Department 
(New York: City of New York, 1977), pp.‘ 112-H3.



9. Major Bibliographical References
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MetropoXitaii Musew Historic District Designation Report CLP-0955), by the Research 

Department o£ the Landmarks Preservation Commission. New York: City of New York, 
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Verbal boundary description and justification ^
The nominated property occupies Borough of Manhattan Tax Map BlPck 867 Lot 23, and 

is approximately 100' x 50,'^ outlined on the attached map* . ..

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries ^

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
Contact.:

name/title Larry E. Gohrecht, National Register Program Coordinator

organization Historic Preservation Field Services Bureadate 8/82

street & number Agency I, E.S.P. telephone 518-474-0479

city or town Albany state , New.York 12238

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

___ national ___ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservatibh Off ider for the Natioinal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservatiof^and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Deputy Coiranissioner and Counsel ___

i the Heritage Cor^rvati^j

/UjLmM. ---
date ^!/ r/f3

...,,,,..., , ......... ........ . ,...................... . .. .......... .. . i f
1 hereby certify that thi^^operty is included in the National fldg^^r f I >.= < . f i T y j ...

latloBJLl date
tper of the National Registifr 

Attest: date

Chief of Registration

J

GPO 938 035
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

DeLamar Mansion 
New York County 
NEW YORK

CD resubmission
CD nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
CD appeal

Working No. JUL 2 6 1983

Fed. Reg. Date: ^ .V - / .

Date Due:
Action: «-^CEPT

Entered In tlie ___RETURN
National Eegleter----REJECT--------------------

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: CD sample CD request CD appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer_____
Discipline_____
Date_________

, see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes □ no

7. Description

Condition
CD excellent
CD good 
□ fair

1 1 deteriorated
1 1 ruins 
□ unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered

Check one
□ original site
□ mnvfirl date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates
CD boundary selection

-•]»«
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity 3
O applicable criteria
CD justification of areas checked 
dl relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception
CZ! other

. . %

‘ . : . . i - V-’-

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

I
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

^■4

%

- 113. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed ^

l-.'r

Signed. Date Phone;.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

■I
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