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The ten-story Knox BnllHine occupies the entire nominated 
area and is located on the southwest comer of Fifth Avenue and 40th Street 
opposite ti^e N^w York Public library^ (Photo l).To the south and east are lots 
which are vacant awaiting construction of a new building (to wrap around the 
Knox Building).

; The exterior of the building retains a high degree of architectural
integrity. The rusticated limestone facade rises virtually uninterrupted for 
the first six stories on,,the Fifth Avenue front,punctuated only by large 
window openings. Buff brick simulating rustication is used ^bovo the second 
floor on the 40th Street side. Originally, a hat store was located at 
the first floor which also incorporated a mezzanine level. Early photos 
show an iron and glass marquee and canopy shielding the Fifth Avenue show 
windows.2 A simple comice above the first floor helps define the base of 
the building. Above the second floor windows on the Fifth Avenue front is 
a palm branch motif with centered female head, while on the 40th Street 
side the second floor windows are defined by keyed blocks. This motif is 
repeated at the 40th Street windows up to the sixth floor, and quoins 
flank the end bays. A bold dentiled comice carried on overscale console 
brackets, some with garlands^ surmounts the sixth floor and provides a 
transition to the upper stories of the building. The cornice has lost 
its delicate metal railing. The seventh and eighth .gtories are, handled as 
a unit with the windows flanked by brick piers and separated by ornamented 
spandrels, Thqse on the Fifth Avenue front and 40th Stfjeet end bays have 
lions' heads. Ornate cartouches flank the Fifth Avenue windows and those in 
the end bays on 40th Street just below the bracketed eighth story cornice.
Decorative window guards are placed at the bases of the third through eighth 
story windows. , -i

Above the eighth story rises the two-storv mansard roof with a 
series of donners. -The Fifth Avenue facade has a triple dormer with a gabled 
two-storv center opening flanked by smaller windows. A large female head 
surmounts the gable. The 40th Street side has two-story dormers in the 
end bays flanking a series of gabled one-story dormers. Rising behind the 
one-story dormers are three large window openings, each with a vertically 
arranged triple sash. Although these openings have a distinctly modern look, 
early photographs indicate that these openings were a part of the original 
design,^ but each was filled with nine narrow panes of glass. The mansard 
is crowned by an intricate torch and anthemion cresting with eagles. The 
south and west elevations, built as party walls, have plain brick facing* (photos 243)

In 1964-65 the mezzanine was removed, large plate glass windows 
were installed at the ground floor, and three ornamented piers on the 40th 
Street side were replaced by rusticated ones. The interior offices were 
completely modernized; an original interior staircase, now used as a service 
stair, still survives.
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skillfully adapted to a large coimnercial building.
Knox retained ownership of the Knox Building until his death.

In 1903 he had split the company into the Knox Hat Manufacturing Company and the 
E.M. Knox Hat Retail Company. Offices for the companies and the main retail 
store were located in the building. Other offices in the building were leased 
out to various businesses.

In 1964-65 the Knox Building was converted^by the architectural 
firm of Kahn & Jacobs^ for use as the headquarters of the Republic National Bank.



FHR-9-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Knox Building Item number

For HCRS use only

received

date entered d
- ■

Page 3

New York County, N.Y.

FOOTNOTES

1. The text of this report was taken almost in its entirety from the New York
Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation Report, Knox Building (LP-1091), 
September 1980, by Marjorie Pearson.

2. Architectural Record, 13 (May 1903), 454; 
Kings Views of New York, 1911-1912, p. 68.

3. Ibid.

4. Kings Views, 1911-1912, p.68

5. New York Times, March 29, 1916, p. 11.
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■ The Knox Building, one of the finest Beaux;-Arts style commercial 
buildings in New York City,' was designed by the notable New York City 
architect John H. Duncan. Its location opposite the terraces of the 
New York Public Library allows Duncan's design to be seen to full 
advantage for a considerable distance onFifth Avenue. Built in 1901-02 
as the headquarters of the Knox Hat Company, it is a vivid reminder of the 
company and the prominent position it enjoyed among the retail shops of Fifth 
Avenue at the turn of the century.

The Knox Hat Company had been founded in 1838 by Charles Knox 
at 110 Fulton Street, east of Broadway.^ Sometime after the Civil War the 
company was taken over by Col. Edward M. Knox (1841?-1916), son of the founder, 
who greatly expanded the business making his name known wherever a hat was sold.^

By the turn of the century, New York's retail trade was continuing 
its uptown move, establishing itself on Fifth Avenue between 34th and 42nd 
Streets. Among the prestigious merchants who located there were B. Altman 
(1906), TiffAhy (1906), Gorham (1906), Lord & Taylor (1897-98), and Arnold 
Constable (1915-16). In 1901 Colonel Knox purchased land on the southwest 
corner of Fifth Avenue and 40th Street, 'across from' the site of the recently 
vacated reservoir where the New York Public Library was under construction, 
and commissioned a building from the noted New York architect John H. Duncan.

Duncan (1855-1929), a foimding member of the Architectural League 
of New York in 1881, had established his own architectural practice in 1886. 
Shortly thereafter he won the competition to design and build the Soldiers and 
Sailors Memorial Arch in Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn, dedicated to the men who 
fought in the Union forces during the Civil War. In 1890 he also won the competi­
tion for and later built the General Grant National Memorial, more familiarly 
known as Grant's Tomb. Colonel Knox had extensive connections with Civil War 
veterans and was an officer in the Grant Monument Association; undoubtedly 
Knox had met Duncan in his capacity as architect for the two memorials.
Following his work on the two monuments, Duncan began to acquire a clientele 
of affluent New Yorkers who commissioned him to design residences on the Upper 
East Side, in midtown Manhattan, and on West 76th Street.

While the use of the Beanx-Arts stvle was not uncommon for New 
York commercial buildings at the turn of the centurv^ the style is more often 
associated with residences, such as those Duncan himself designed, hotels^ 
and public buildings such as the contemporary New York Public Library. Duncan 
was able to take advantage of the prominent corner site enjoyed by the Knox 
Building to create a ten-story office building which would be striking in its 
own right and also be a major advertising statement for the Knox Hat Company.
Full facade rustication, large scale ornament, and a two-story mansard roof
are all features carried over from Duncan's residential designs but here they were
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