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1. Name__________________________
historic Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank

'orHCRS use only 

ecelved JAM 2 8 1982

FEB 2

and/or common 51 Chambers Street
2. Location
street & number

51 Chambers St;;^e^
not for publication

city, tpwn Ne^ York vicjnity of congressional district 17

state New York code 036 county New York code 061.

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public -X_occupied agriculture museum
_X— building(s) private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process ^ yes: restricted ^ government scientific

being considered . yes: unrestricted . industrial transportation
no ‘ military other:

4. Owner of Property
name James' F. Cdpaliiio, Commissioner

Department of General Services
street & number

JTTeTTTrui

1800 Municipal Building

city, town
New York

. vicinity of state
New York 10007

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York County Register's Office

street & number 31 Chambers Street
city, town New York state New York 10007

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
i(LP-1123)

title Landmarks Preservation Commission has this property been determined elegible? ___ yes no

date January 8, 1980 federai state . county __X local

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission 20 Vesey Street

city, town New York state New York 10007



7. Description
Condition Check one Check one

excellent deteriorated X unaltered ^ original site
.X good ruins altered moved date

fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Rising high above its closest neighbors, the fourteen-story former Emigrant Industrial 
Savings Bank building is located in downtown Manhattan, within New York's governmental 
center. It is on a north-south axis with City Hall and the Tweed Courthouse, and its 
tall form creates a backdrop for these smaller buildings. It fills its lot between 
Reade and Chambers streetsand is flanked on one side by the Sun Building and on the 
other by a parking lot.
The Chambers Street facade has three entrances and the ornate center one leads to the 
main banking room. Its heavily ornamented bronze doors have recently been enclosed 
behind a plain glass door for protection. The granite enframement is topped by a 
curved pediment mounted on brackets. The tympanum of the pediment is filled with 
carved cornucopias. The two smaller doors are enframed by a plain granite surround 
with their street addresses marked above the doors. Linking the doorways on this ground 
level is a wide band of Greek fret molding. Tall windows fill a large area above the 
doorways and illuminate the double-height banking room within. These windows are di­
vided into nine bays by a series of rusticated columns and piers which extend across 
the entire front of the building. These columns support a heavy entablature which 
crowns the base of the building and which carries a panel with the name of the bank.
Above this rusticated base, the building rises in an H -shaped plan which allows light
and air to reach all the office spaces within the tower. From the street, the impres­
sion thus created is of twin towers, each three bays wide, rising from a solid base 
with a deep recess between them. The towers are linked to the base by a transitional 
story with carved geometric designs surrounding each of the squared windows on the 
towers. Centered between the towers, in front of the recess, is a large sculptural 
group composed of a crest set between two allegorical figures.
For the next ten stories, the building rises in a regular rhythm of copper-framed 
windows surrounded by flat, ashlar limestone. The stone piers continue in an unbroken 
line, emphasizing the height of the building. Each of the three bays of the towers 
contains square-headed windows while the fenestration pattern in the recessed area of 
the building varies from flat to rounded and angled bows, each window of the nine bays 
projecting out slightly more from the facade than the one beside it.
The eleventh floor serves as a transition to the top of the building. _
small cornice which rests on heavily sculpted brackets and is in turn topped by a larger cS?n ce ISpported by heavy brackets and modillions. The high mansard roof rises above 
?Ms ?hl three domers of each tower encased in carved stonework. A Idfge be^ive is 
located above the central window with three copper bees mounted on it Jhis s^bol of
industriousness is found throughout the bank J|“i’‘*l''9- ^7hv''riarre eaale with spread 
heavy oediment encased in garlands. This in turn is topped by a large eagle witn spreaawings. The top ridge of the mansard is edged with a parapet with large urns located at
each corner. The parapet continues around the recess, interspersed with sections of a
balustrade or with ornamental panels.
On the western side, the building shares a party wall with the smaller. Sun building. 
Another low building joined the bank on its eastern wall when it was constructed but 
has since been removed. Above the two smaller buildings, the side walls of the bank 

are plain brick with minimal fenestration.
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The rear of the building faces Reade Street and is a modified, less ornate version of 
the Chambers Street facade. Three entrances are located on the ground floor with the 
larger, central one providing access to the main banking room. The two doors on the 
sides are framed in granite which is inset with each street address. Three small square 
windows covered by iron grilles are located between each door on this level. Large 
expanses of windows fill the floors above this ground level, lighting the banking room 
within. These windows are separated by flat pilasters into a wide, central section 
with three bays on each side. An entablature above these pilasters carries a frieze 
embellished with the name of the bank. The "H" shape of the building continues on this 
elevation as on the front, creating twin towers twelve stories high with a deep recess 
between them. Each tower is three bays wide, each bay being filled by an angled bow 
window composed of three sections. The windows are framed in copper with iron span­
drels between the floors. White brick piers rise between each bay and continue unin­
terrupted through the height of each tower. The recess between the towers is seven 
bays wide on this side, each bay projecting further from the wall in a varied pattern 
of flat, angled and rounded bows. In front of the recess, just above the base of the 
building, a small pediment spans the opening and marks the center of the building. The 
brick work continues up beyond the top of the building to create a straight, simple, 
parapet inset with panels, as a crowning element to the building. The western corner 
of this parapet is missing from the roof line.
The main floor of this building holds a large banking room faced with Italian white 
marble. Marble and iron tellers’cages ring the center of the room which is graced with 
five large elliptically shaped skylights filled with stained glass in allegorical design. 
The rest of the building is divided for office space.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
prehistoric archeoiogy-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 archeoiogy-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature ___sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military ___social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 iT_ commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

_X_1900- communications industry poirtrcs/government transportation
invention other (specify)

Specific dates 1912-13 Buiider/Architect Raymond F. Almirall

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
Built in 1912-13 after the designs of Raymond F. Almirall, the former Emigrant industrial 
Savings Bank building is an impressive and well-designed Beaux-Arts office tower with 
noteworthy features on its exterior as well as its interior. Its facade is highlighted 
by finely crafted sculptural groups over the base as well as on the high mansard roof.
Upon its opening, the bank was praised for its innovative H-plan, the first ever used 
on a large office building. In addition^its opulent banking hall in the center of the 
ground floor is one of the few remaining intact banking halls in New York City and is 
especially unique for the date of its construction, before World War, I,.

, f ■

The Emiarant Industrial Savings Bank was organized in: 1850 under the auspices of Bishop 
John Hughes and the Irish Emigrant Society. Its purpose was to protect the savings of 
newly arrived immigrants from unscrupulous people who might take advantage of their 
naivetd'. The original quarters of the bank was on this same site and through the years 
it had occupied two smaller buildings here, before this office tower was constructed in 
the early twentieth century. Continued success and expansion of banking functions pro­
vided the impetus for ever larger buildings.
The Paris-trained architect Raymond F. Almirall was chosen to design this building.
Known for the numerous churches and hospitals in tPie New York area wkich he idesigned, 
Almirall also served as consulting architect for the Brooklyn Library and was responsible 
for the designs of several buildings in that system. Almirall's Beaux-Arts training is 
evident in his design for the Emigrant Industrial Savings-Bank building in which can be 
seen the careful planning, the fine command of space in the banking hall and the abun­
dant yet judiciously placed ornament. In this building Almirall created grand and ele­
gant interior and exterior spaces which were a reflection of the strength and dignity 
of the bank itself.
The building is now owned by the City of New York and houses various city offices, 
banking room now serves the Parking Violations Bureau.
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9. Major Bibliographical References tiiHl PT IliFlOT

See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property —less than one acre 
Quadrangle name N.J.-N.Y. Quadrangle scale 1-24,000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominated property occupies Borough, of Manhattan Tax Map Block 153, Lot 1 in part, 
consisting of that section on which the building is, located, being _approximately 152x122 feet, 
and which is outlined on the attached map. _______

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title , . , _ .. - - T 4. Contact: Anne B. Coveil, StateVirginia Kurshan, Landmarks Preservation Specialist fornist. Pres. (518)474-0479

organization landmarks Preservation Commission date June 1981

street & number 20 Vesey Street telephone (212)566-7577-

city or town New York state New Ydiik 10007

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

___ national ------state local

€
J

As the designated State Historic Preservation bffider for fhe Natiohal Hi^orlc Pfeslen^ktion Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th

4

State Historic Preservatioh Officer signature

tbe^eritagfe Cofiservatjon and Recreation-Gerytee. '.L

title -J Deputy Coirimissioner for Historic Preservation date^-\ <*

£ For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Re^ist^^ ,

/ t iBegisteg . date 
^y^^'^^^-^Kroper of the Nation^ Ffegister

ST—

■Attest: date
iChief of Registration

tSPO 938 635
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Bennett, William H. A Chronological History of The Emigrant Industrial Savings 
Bank. Typescript, c.1931.

"Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank." Architecture and Building. 45 (January, 1913), 17.

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission research files: Emigrant Industrial 
Savings Bank.

"The H Plan for Office Buildings, Adopted for the Emigrant Savings Bank's New Operation." 
Real Estate Record and Guide. 84 (August 7, 1909), 254.
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On Nomination Form
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Photos

j^B:dg(s)
_Site
__Object

Structure
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__Multiple Resource Area.
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Nomination prepared by; 
__ State Staff 
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n. Evaluation of Nomination

1, Descriptive Statement 
Short Format Yes

2. Significance Statement 
Short Format Yes No

3. Concepts/integrity

4. Coneepts/Critena

5. Concepts/Boundaries

6. Conte>h;ual Evaluation

_Ca;hr,;.

Good 
Adequate 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

STATE NEW YORK

Name

Date Entered FEB. 25, 1982 _

Location

Bronx Borough Courthouse

Boys' High School

\ Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan 
Honorable Alfonse D'Amato 
Honorable Robert Garcia 
Honorable Frederick W. Richmond 
Honorable Guy V. Molinari

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, NFS 
North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS

Bronx
Bronx County

Brooklyn 
Kings County

New York
New York County

'•-.a

Notified
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Orin Lehman 
Commissioner, Office of Parks 

Recreation and Historic 
Preservation 

Agency Building #1 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238

further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504


