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Walker House 
Cat Rock Road
Philipstown, Putnam County
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This two-story frame building is distinguished by a complex' 
series of slate covered roofs. The m.ain roof is a steep 
chateau-type with eyebrow vents on all sides. It formerly 
had a railing at the apex and the ridges of the gabled roofs 
have crockets. There are gable extensions to the east and 
west and a polygonal bay at the north. Gabled roof dormers 
are scattered around the roof and there are three chimney 
stacks. The veranda with turned posts and decorative 
corner brackets extends across the building on the south, 
east and north sides. The east section of the veranda has 
been enclosed with removable multi-paned panels.

The house has 4/4 sash windows with plain sills and molded 
cornices, some with louvered shutters. The structure was 
built as a summer cottage and mechanical services were 
installed in 1956 when the house was bought by the present 
owner.
The Walker House was built by Samuel Sloan as a wedding 
gift for one of his daughters (Mrs. Walker). It appears 
on the 1891 Beers map as part of the VJ.S. Sloan estate.
The house was built as a summ.er cottage with large fire­
places in each room. „jt for /the remodelling of a
butler's pantry to a kitchen, the building has not been 
altered. In 1956 the present owner purchased the property 
from a Walker descendent. At that time mechanical systems 
were added. In 1978 the wooden railing around the 
widow's walk was removed but has been retained by owner for 
restoration. The variety of roof types and the veranda 
encompassing portions of three sides of the building show 
a strong influence of the Queen Anne style on the 
structure's design.

The Walker House is a distinctive example of Queen Anne style architecture 
in the multiple resource area. It possesses an integrity of design, 
setting, materials and workmanship which is rare is this house form in 
the Hudson Highlands,
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