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__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Nos. 311 and 313 East 58th Street are a pair of brick vernacular two-story houses
located on the north side of East 58th Street near the Queensboro Bridge.

The main entrance of No. 311 comprises double glass-paneled doors with an
over-door transom. The doorway is topped by a handsome lintel with a bold cornice
of excellent proportion. There is a secondary entrance at the basement level which
is Tocated under the house's simple wooden stoop. The house is three bays wide and
exhibits double-hung windows with muntined sash and plain lintels. A molded cornice
supported by four scroll brackets crowns the building.

Although quite similar to its next-door neighbor, No. 313 is slightly more

elaborate, featuring a full-length wooden porch with dentilled cornice. French

doors which open onto the porch appear at the first-floor level. Square, simply
paneled pilasters enframe the entrance where the original door -- removed some time
ago -- has been replaced by a new door in Italianate style with cut-glass arched.
anels. A stained-glass transom highlighted by the number "313" tops the entrance.:

he second-story windows are identical to those at No. 311, i.e., double-hung windows
with muntined sash and plain lintels. Small double brackets support the house's
projecting cornice.

The facade of No. 311 is essentially intact. Alterations to No. 313 include
the addition of a flag pole at the second-floor level, a new brick floor on the front
porch, and a new wooden picket fence of historically correct design.

No. 311 rétains ‘a1l of its original interior features while the interior of
No, 313, once used as an animal shelter and now a fashionablg .restaurant, has been
totally remodeled. S

In 1930, during thé'cdnstruction of a new approach towfhéldﬂéenéboro Bridge
Just fifty feet east of No. 313, the roadway and sidewalk in front were raised to
meet the grade of the new ramp, partially obscuring the basement area.
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Property Owners

311 - Charles W. Jones
311 E. 58th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

313 - Paul Steindler, President
Lysander Realty Company Inc.
c¢/o The Duck Joint Restaurant
1382 Tst Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10021
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Nos. 311 and 313 East 58th Street are two of the rare surviving examples of the
modest, semi-suburban houses which once dotted the uptown side streets of mid-19th
century New York, Now dwarfed by towering business structures and apartment houses,
they constitute a pleasing reminder of the residential architecture of another era.

Originally a few country houses and estates were scattered over the area that
today constitutes midtown Manhattan. However, when horse-drawn "street railroads"
. opened in the mid-19th century, it became possible for middle-class New Yorkers
§¢‘ to purchase inexpensive houses in the partly built-up areas to the north and to
: commute to work further downtown.

The sites of Nos. 311 and 313 were originally part of the John Hardman farm
which was Tocated to the west of' the Eastern Post Road. 1In 1791 the land passed
to Hugh Gaine whose executors sold the' property to Thomas Addis Emmet in 1829. By
the time the houses were built (c. 1857),-the land.for No. 311.was owned by -John B.
Huse and the Tand for No. 313 by Hiram G. Disbrow, a mason-builder who built the
house for his own residence. R LY

; Despite their engulfment by the modern city, these two houses have survived
o with Tittle change. Their simple Italianate details echo the innumerable brownstone
bt rowhouses designed in this style. Although such simple dwellings have often been

B considered Tess noteworthy than more elegant structures, their very survival in an

: area of Manhattan that has seen such incessant change gives them a significance far
beyond their humble origins.




FEIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See continuation sheet.

[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ ] €SS than 1 acre Quadrangle name Central Park, NY
UTM REFERENCES Quadrangle scale 1:24000
Al 8 [B18,713,8/0) | 4501 213,8,0) TS G I O O D e
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
o B 5 LT ol I T S O plattlebaccd Lol cliiad

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated properties occupy Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1351,
Lots 5 and 6, which are outlined on the attached map.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL STATE___ LOCAL X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
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Houses
311, 313 East 58th Street

New York, N.Y. County ,[\)
Photo by: Andrew Dolkart, 1979.
Neg. at: New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission
View of front facade to Northwest.






Heises a4
311, 313 East 58th Street

New York, N.Y. &ouwus ; [\)\/
Photo by: Andrew Dolkart, 1979,
Neg. at: New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission
First Floor, 313. ;
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Houses at-
311, 313 East 58th Street

New York, N.Y. County, N\J
Photo by: Andrew Dolkart/ 1979.
Neg. at: New York City Landmarks
: Preservation Commission
Front room, first floor, 311.






Houses at”
311, 313 East 58th Street
New York, N.Y.County Y
Photo by: Andrew Dolkart, 1979.
Neg. at: New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission
Front room, first floor, to the rear,
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Houses at
311, 313 East 58th Street

New York, N.Y. Coum+ V
Photo by: Andrew Dolkart 159770

Neg. at: New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission

Stairway, 311.
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