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1. Name
historic Houses at 437-459% West 24th StreetW T

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 437-459 Vest 24th Stweet ____not for publication
city, town New York ____ vicinity of congressional district 17th
abube New York code 036 county New York code 0061
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public _2L_ occupied ____agriculture ____ museum
2L building(s) _X_ private ____unoccupied ____ commercial ____park
— structure __both _____work in progress ___ educational _2{_ private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment —religious
—__ object —in process 3z yes: restricted — government — scientific
—_ being considered ____yes: unrestricted —industrial —__ transportation
N/A —___no — military —_other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple Ownership  (see continuation sheet)

street & number

city, town —__vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York County Redgister's Office
street & number 31 Chambers Street
city, town New York state N.Y. 10007

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

: (LP-067%) - (LP-~0689)
titte TANDMARKS PRESITVATION OO TTISSTON has this property been determined elegible? ____yes X_ no

date September 15, 1970 —federal ____state ___ county _3_local

depository for survey records New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, .20 Vesey St.
NEW York

New York 10007

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_ X excellent ___ deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site

____good ____ruins _X_altered ____moved date N/A
—_ fair —__ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The houses at 437-459 West 24th St. are located on the north side of West 24th

Street between Ninth and Tenth Avenues.l 'hey are three stories tall, three bays
wide, and constructed of brick. At the time of their construction these residences
were among the larger more imposing houses in the Chelsea area. Originally, the

row consisted of twelwve individual brick houses,later reduced to eleven after Nos.

443 and 445 were conbined. They were built as six pairs, with doorways and stoops
adjoining. ' Transitional in style, thé houses display-an interesting combination of
features from both the earlier Greek Révival and newer Italianate modes. The basic
proportions, however, are Greek Revival, Later 19th. century modifications to some of
the houses introdueced neo-Grec, Queen Anne, and neo-Federal elements, . The houses retain
their fifteen-foot-deep front.yards, their original height, beld, modillioned
roof cornices and most of the elaborate ironwork. These characteristics contribute
to the unity of the row. : ‘ & »

No. 437 is set behind a simple iron railing which links it with No. 439. The
house has a high stoop and retains its doorway enframement, long parlor-floor windows
and some fine ironwork at the stoop, cast in a variant of the Italianate style of the
1850's. The wolutes between the handrailing and the risers, seen at several of the
other houses of the row, have disappeared as the result of the remodeling of the stoop. The
paneled door recalls the Italianate style_" - and features a lion's head at center.
The bold, modillioned roof comice is typical of the Italianaterperiod. The window
sash is nine-over-nine at the parlor floor and six-over-six above.

No. 439 is set behind the same simple iron railing found in front of No. 437.
The house retains its high stoop and original doorway enframement, long parlor-floor
windows, and most of its Italianate style jronwork at the stoop. A little urn still
surmounts the left-hand newel post; however, the wolutes between the handrail and
risers have disappeared. The narrow four-paneled door, glazed at top, is similar to
the one at No. 441 and features a sunburst desion. The bold, modillioned roof comice
is typical of the Italianate period. The brickwork of the house has been sandblasted.

No. 441 is constructed of brick which has been sandblasted and retains its
hich stoop and doorway, long parlor-floor windows and fine ironwork at the stoop.
At the right side, the stoop handrailing rests wpon a decorative wolute at each riser
and swirls gracefully around the newel post. Both the left and right handrailings
are surmounted by little ums. The entrance door, beneath a glazed transom, has
a paneled lower section and features a sunburst design at the center. The original
stone enframement of the doorway has been stuccoed over, and the windows have double
hung sash. The roofline has been raised by the addition of a neo-Grec comice which
is similar to the one at No. 447, with three hexagonal panels or vents cut into the
fascia.

Nos. 443-445 was originally built as two houses but has been conbined into one
structure. No. 443 was originally paired with No. 441 and No. 445 was paired with
No. 447. Set behind a simple, low, iron railing which separates the yard from the
street, No. 443-445 retains the fine proportions and roofline of its neighbors.
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Ovmers List

437 W. 24th Street
Valdis Jupris
437 W. 24th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011

439 W. 24th Street
Victor J. Barrincer
439 W. 24th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011

441 W. 24th Street
Charles A. Rodin
441 W, 24th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011

443 & 445 W. 24th Street
Pauleity Rlty. Corp.
Andrew Kaufmann
8 Adams Avenue ,
Bayville, NY 11709

447 W. 24th Street & 453 W. 24th Street
Sanford T.. Smith
152 Second Ave.
New York, NY 10003

449 W. 24th Street
Gerald Grater
449 W, 24th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011

451 W, 24th Street
David F. Smith
451 W, 24th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011

453 W, 24th Street
Sanford I.. Smith
(see No. 447)

455 W. 24th Street
Elsie R. Nelson

455 West 24th St.
New York, N.Y. ' 10011

457 W. 24th Street
Margaret Lippay
$Marquerita M. Beznica
457 W. 24th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011

459 W, 24th Street
Harry P. Rogers
459 W, 24th Street
New York, N. Y. 10011
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The window alignment of the upper stories remain as it was ; only the sills of the
parlcr-floor windows have been raised, creatina recessed brick spandrels under each
window,. The square headed windows have double-hung sash. The handsome, modillioned
roof cornice remains in place. The stoops and oriaginal doorways have been removed and
entrances created in the basement at the eastermn and westem ends of the combined
building. In spite of these modifications this house, with its uniform setback, roof-
line, materials, proportions, and decorative details, remalns an integral part of the
row.

No. 447 is set behind a low brick wall. The house retains its stoon, which was
originally pvaired with No. 445, its long parlor-floor windows, fine ironwork and
rusticated basement. The handrailings at the wide stoop are cast in theItalianate
stvle. At the left side, the spiral handrailing rests upon decorative wolutes at each
riser. A newel post, surmounted by a little um, terminates the handrail:l.ng at the
rioht side of the stoop. The house has been extensively altered in the neo-Federal
stvle. The doorway is enframed by hlqh sidelichts and a small fanlight set into the
transom area. The window sash is nine-over-nine at the parlor-floor and six-over-six
at the upper two stories. Exterior blinds flank the windows and metal cornices hawve
been added abowe older lintels and cornices. The roofline has been raised bv the
addition of a neo—Grec stvle cornice, similar to that at No. 441, with three louvered
vents cut into the fascia. An interestina feature of this propertv is the vard railing
separating No. 447 from No. 449 which has an attractive fleur-de-lis desion and has
been adjusted#g. accommodate the thick trunk of a large ailanthus tree growing in the
front vard at No. 447.

No. 449 retains its original roofline and long parlor-floor windows. At the
left, a shortened window replaces the original entrance doorway, now transferred to
the basement lewel. This house was originally pvaired with No. 451. In spite of the
later modifications the house is of exceptional interest. Traces of the original
profile of the stone window lintels for the entire row are visible here, indicatina
that the window lintels, cowered in almost everv instance by metal cornices else-
where ,were originally Greek Revival in stvle, with cap moldings. The bold, modillioned
roof cornice is Italianate in style.

No. 451 retains its high stoop and doorwav, long parlor-floor windows, its fine
ironwork, and original roofline. The handrailings of the wide stoop, identical with those of
its neichbor to the west, and the vard railings and cate are cast in the Italinate
style. At the left side, the handrailing of the stoop rests upon decorative wvolutes
at each riser and swirls gracefully around the newel post which is surmounted by a
little um. The desion of the newel posts, the vard railing and entrance gate dis-
play the same spiral design. The entire facade of the house has been stuccoed
and scored to simulate brownstone. The entrance doorwav has been modified to accommo-
date a narrower door. All the windows have double-hung sash. The bold, modillioned
roof comice is Italianate.
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No. 453 retains its high stoop, doorway, lona parlor-floor windows, and fine
ironwork” on the stoop. The handrailings are identical to its neighbors on the west
and are cast in the Ttalinate stvle. The house is separated from No. 455 by a simple
freek Revival railing and bv 'a high paling, which continues up the stoop.The deeply
recessed inner vestibule doors,decorated with saw-toothed designs which recall the
design of the paneled outer doors, are surmounted by a five-paned transom and set
behind paneled reveals. The hicgh-bracketed roof cornice, decorated with unusual
designs, dates from later in the 19th century and raises the roofline of this house
above that of its neighbors. 211 windows are double-hung sash and those of the second
and third stories have small, curved corbels beneath them.

No. 455 is set behind a low yard railing and hich wood paling. The house retains
its high stoop, long parlor-floor windows, and the Italianate style ironwork adorning’
the stoop similar in design to No. 453. The doorway enframement originally had a
continuous lintel which it shared with No. 453. It is Creek Revival in design. A
pair of wide, paneled doors, set behind paneled reweals and decorated with saw~-tooth -
design are surmounted by a glazed transom. The bold, modillioned roof cornice is’
Italianate in style. . : T e 547 B : =y

No. 457 retains its hicgh stoop and doorway, long parlor-floor windows, fine
ironwork and original roofline. The handrailings of the stoop, paired with No. 459,
are Italianatein style and feature decorative wolutes and small urns surmounting the
newel posts. The doorway enframement shares a continuous lintel with No. 459 and is
Creek Pevival in desion. The paneled entrance door, recessed behind paneled reweals
and surmounted by a glazed transom, is enframed by an Italianate.rope molding. The
basement still retains traces of bushhammering. Windeow cuards of a French design
aopear on. the parlor floor.

No. 459 retains its hich stoop and doorway, lonag parlor-floor windows, fine iron-
work and original roofline. The desion of the handrailings is the same as at No. 457.
The doorway enframement, which shareSa continuwous lintel with Mo. 457, is Greek Revival
in style. The entrance door, with a Queen Pnne sunburst motif, is recessed behind
maneled reweals. It is framed by sidelights and surmmounted bv a glazed transom, re-
calling its original Greek Revival appearance. All the windows have double-hung
sash.

Ithe text of this report was taken almost in its entirety from the New York
Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation Report , 437-459 West 24th Street Houses ,
September, 1970.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric __Xcommunity planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science
—1500-1599 agriculture ____economics —literature _sculpture
—1600-1699 1— architecture — education — military ___social/
___1700-1799 ____art ____engineering —____music humanitarian
_X 1800-1899 ___ commerce ___exploration/settlement ___ philosophy ___theater
1900~ ____communications __industry ____politics/government ____ transportation

____invention ____other (specify)
Specific dates 1849-1850 Builder/Architect Philo V. Beebe

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The twelwve, three-story, brick rowhouses at 437-459 West 24th Street are signif-

icant reminders of the mid-19th century appearance,as well as the scale and archi-
tectural styles of the Chelsea section of New York. Though separated now from the
Chelsea Historic District (National Register listed ; 12.6.77) by the im-
posing sixteen-story London Terrace apartment complex, occupying the block to the
south, the row was an integral part of the residential dewelopment of Chelsea prior
to the Civil War. The use of Greek Revival:styling and.Italianate details, even cor-
nice lines, and uniform setbacks of the houses behind spacious front gardens, are
characteristic of neighboring residential rows that have now been demolished.

When this row was built in 1849-50 it was designed to house the increasing
number of business and professional veople drawn to the Chelsea area prior to the
Civil War. The blocck to the south of the West 24th Street Houses had already been
developed when these houses were constructed. An imposing row of earlier residences
stood on the north side of West 23rd Street between Ninth and Tenth Avenues and were
known as the London Terrace Row. These served as residences for the families of
the wealthy merchants whose businesses clustered along the bariks of the Hudson River.

‘The London. Terrace rowhouses .were Greek Revival in. stj(le and . featured. twenty-five foot set
backs and‘tree-filled front.yards:Adjoining this row-at the rear and- -facing north on
West 24th Street was anocher row of smaller, more modest,Victorian Gothic styl=

houses, called the Chelsea Cottages, which were built for the employees of the well-
to-do merchants on West 23rd Street. The 437-459 West 24th Street row was built facing
Chelsea Cottages and, as they were designed for middle class professionals, the
builder copied the uniform setback, front gardens, and Greek Revival style of the
London Terrace Row, though updated with Italianate detailing. Seen together these

three residential rows, London Terrace, the Chelsea Cottages, and 437-459 West 24th
Street, formed a planned grouping of mixed income housing for the various economic
classes present in Chelsea in the mid-19th century.

The 437-459 West 24th Street rowhouses were erected bv Philo V. Beebe, a local
builder, in association with Beverly Robinson and George F. Talman. Roblnson (1779-
1857) , a lawyer, was closely associated with the successive generations of the Clarke
and Moore families, heirs to the Chelsea Farm estate for which this area of Manhattan
was named. The original twelve houses were constructed in pairs, with a new set begqun
after the sale of the previous pair. The houses were built in the transitional Greek
Revival style with more modern ftalianate style roof cornices and delicate ironwork
decorating the stoops and yard railings. ILater 19th~century modifications introduced
neo-Grec, Queen Anne, and neo-Federal elements, but the uniform setback, Greek Revival
massing, and uniform comice line maintain the row's cohesive architectural appearance.

Today this row alone exhibiss the original appearance and scale of this
notable mixed income housing. The Tondon Terrace rowhouses and the Chelsea Cottaces
were replaced in the 20th century by a sixteen—story apartment house complex which took
the name London Terrace after its predecessor.



9. Major Bibliographical References
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1 1/3 acres
Quadrangle name _J¢Trsey City : Quadrangle scale _1:2%4,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 722, Lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, & 17.
As outlined on the attached map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries N H

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Anne B. Covell, Historic.Preservation Field Services Bureau

organization Agency Building I, Empire State Plaza ; .8/82
street & number sy telephone 518-474-0479.
city or town Albany state New York . 12238

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state _ X ocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recregir:ice.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature Q’\N’V\ M LQ/,

date . e P Cafs

Deputy Cemun1531oner for Historic Preservation

title

GPO 938 835
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1. 437-459 W. 24th Street Houses
New York County, N.Y.

Photo by: Stephen L. Senigo, 1980

Neg. at: New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission

View looking east






2. 437-459 W. 24th Street Houses
New York County, N.Y.

Photo by: Stephen L. Senigo, 1980
Neg. at: New York City Landmarks

Preservation Commission

View looking northwest, #437 at right






3. 437-459 W. 24th Street Houses
New York County, N.Y.

Photo by: Stephen L. Senigo, 1980

Neg. at: New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission

from left-right: # 459, 457, 455, 453 in part
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