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United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic First Police Precinct gya4ion  House

and/or common

2. Location

street & number South St®eet and 01d Slip —— not for publication
L)
city, town New York sl vicinity of congressional district 17
state New York code 036 county New York code 061
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—district _x public _x_ occupied ___agriculture — % museum
—x building(s) —_ private — unoccupied —_ commercial — park
— structure __both — work in progress _X _educational —___ private residence
— site Pzzblic Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
— object in process _X yes: restricted —___government ____scientific
NB being considered —. — yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
fet IO military — other:

4. Owner of Property

Nameé city of New York Robert Litke, Commissioner, Dept. of General S€rvices. lessee:

Whitney Museum
street & number 1800 Municipal Building , 1 Centre Street 945 Madison Ave N.Y. N.Y.
10021
city,town New York — vicinity of state New York 10007

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York C £ B St ‘s 0ffi

street & number 31 Chambers Street

i city, town New York state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Landmarks Preservation Commission
title (LP—0968) has this property been determined elegible? _yes _X no

date  September 20, 1977 __ _federal ____state ____county X __local

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission 20 Vesey Street

New York

city, town state New York




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered __X original site

—good —___ruins _X altered —_ moved date l\, A
. fair —__ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The First pplice Precinct Station commands an open, waterfront site at the otherwise
densely developed southern tip of Manhattan. The entire nominated lot is a self-
contained ypit - bounded on all four sides by city streets, and the building occupies
the entire lot thus circumscribed. The freestanding, ll-bay, four-story, limestone
structure was designed in the neo-Italian Renaissance style by Hunt & Hunt and erected
in 1909-11. It is characterized by horizontal, strictly symmetrical massing and minimal
detail. The elevations are clearly divided into three sections: molded granite base,
rusticated limestone upper stories, and unadorned attic level (photo 1)rhe main entrance is
centrally located on the south facade, approached by a short stone stoop(photo 4) .Com osed of
recessed, paneled wood-and-glass double doors and 3 transom ligh; the entry is crowned by
a triangular pediment mounted on console brackets. Engaged, rusticated Doric columns
flank the doors, supporting a modillioned entablature capped by a stone balustrade,

Secondary doors pierce the base of the building on either side
of the main entrance, flanked by recessed, arched, two-story window bays with bracketed
sills. These windows are marked at second story level by bronze spandrel panels that
appear over iron grilles. Similar bronze panels crown the double-doored entries and splayed
stone voussoirs cap the windows. Eleven square windows with corbeled sills and rusticated
voussoirs light the third story. The central window over the main
entrance is surmounted by an elaborate cartouche bearing the date of the building and
the seal of the City of New York. A molded string course marks the division between
the smooth-faced attic story and the rusticated lower floors,serving as a sill for the
eleven, plain ‘'attic windows. The 1ll-bay north elevation and single-bay sides are
designed with the same fenestration as the front wall. An overhanging denticulated and
modillioned cornice crowns the building. :

Inside, the station retains the original oak sergeant's desk, a three-story cell
block, and a cast-iron staircase that extends the full height of the building.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture ___ religion

__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation —_law ____science

___1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —literature — sculpture

__1600-1699 _ X architecture __education — military ____social/

1700-1799 ____ art —___engineering —___ music humanitarian

—1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settlement ____ philosophy __ theater

—X 1900- ____communications — industry . .. politics/government ____ transportation
____invention ____other (specify)

Specific dates 1909-1911 Builder/Architect Hunt & Hunt

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Designed by the prestigious firm of Hunt & Hunt, the First Police Precinct Station
is an excellent example of the neo-Renaissance style with the distinctive profile
of an early Renaissance palazzo. Many of its features, such as the arched openings
of the main story, the rusticated walls, and the dominating cornice, are reminiscent of
the fifteenth-century Palazzo Ricardi in Florence, designed by Michelozzo. Although
the building is small in scale, the succénctly composed structure gains special
power from amn accomplished play of voids and solids. The station house is one of few
low-massed, classically inspired bu11d1ngs that stands in a hlghly congested and "
developed area of Manhattan. -

The waterfront site, 01d Slip, is important historically as the city's oldest
commercial slip and official market place established in the seventeenth century. The
slip began to be filled in at the turn of the eighteenth century and eventually formed
a wide street of the same name. In 1821, the Franklin Market was erected on 0ld Slip.
Despite all precautions, the Great Fire of 1835 entirely destroyed this market building
and much of lower Manhattan. During the next year, the second Franklin Market was
constructed on 01ld Slip between Front and South Streets, the newly declared legal
eastern boundary of Manhattan. The upper floors of the Franklin Market housed the
First Police Precinct after the municipal police department had been organized in 1844.
The station house was moved' to 29 Broad Street for a short period during the 1860's.

‘In 1883, the newly elected mayor of New York, Franklin Edson, recommended the
erection of new station houses to replace earlier delapidated ones. As a result,
several station houses were immediately built, 1nc1ud1ng the FirstiPolice Precinct
Station of 1884 at 0l1d Slip. Reportedly the ¢ity's first modern police station, this
four-story structure stood until the present station house was erected on the same
site in 1909-11.

Renderings of the new station house were displayed at the 23rd Annual Exhibit of
the Architectural League of New York in 1908. The architects, Richard Howland Hunt
(1862-1931) and Joseph Howland Hunt (1870-1924), were the sons of the prominent New
York City architect Richard Morris Hunt (1827-1895). The elder son practiced with
his father until 1895 and - in 1901 the brothers established their own firm. They
were well known for elegant Long Island and Newport residential works, as well as for
New York City townhouses, including the famed George Washington Vanderbilt House
(1902-05) on Fifth Avenue - Richard Howland Hunt
also carried out his father's design for the central portion of the Metropeoiitan Museum
of Art after the latter's death.

This police station was occupied by the First Precinct until January . 1973, when it
was vacated. It remained vacant until 1979, when the Whitney Museum remodeled the
interior of the station house as the Whitney Museum Downtown Cultural Center. The
structure housed newly designed studios and exhibition and performance areas, and
preserved the exterior of one of Manhattan's finest examples of neo-Renaissance design.
The building has been vacant since 1981.



9. Major Bibliographical References

City of New York, Buildings Department Records.

Landmarks Preservation Commission. Research files.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property under 1 acre
Quadrangle name Jersey City, N.J.-N.Y. o e B 1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
" The nominated building occupies
Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 34, Lot 37. (As outlined
on attached map) IR : o~
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries I\/ ﬂ
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state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Rachel Carley (contact: Anne B. Covell, Division of Historic Preservation 23283}479
organization Landmarks Preservation Commission date Dec. 1981

street & number 20 Vesey Street telephone 212-566-7690

city or town New York, N.Y. : state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certlflcatlon

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national ____ state _x__local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreatlon Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature QW\,\ L/(S—Z/{@:) LQ/\ a«\ ‘ Y\.\

Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation date & |-~ 'f

title

GPO 938 835



FIRST POLICE PRECINCT STATI™
New York County, New York i
Manhattan Land Book, Plate 1

New York: Sanborn Map Company , 1981

eprod nin w rn i r (]
vction | ole or in po b
Rk h forbidd

All rights reserved.

\

A
|



S ao— o

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

United States Depariment of the Interior
National Park Service _

First Police Precinct Station House
New York Countv

NEW YORK ; '
Working No. : 9254/‘7‘/

3 ' Fed. Reg. Date; ] A3

3 - - Date Due: /f/b?jé’l - 3/

o ‘Action:  _e= ACCEPTRLZe/p™
— resubmission Entered in the  ___ RETURN_____
—_ nomination by person or local government Jational Register L o AR
— Owner objection : Federal Agency:

appeal '

Substantive Review: — sample __request ___ appeal __ NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:
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—_— 800 continuation sheet

‘Nomination returned for: _ technical corrections cited below
—Substantive reasons discusssd below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification
Estogery [ Statuws Precent Wee
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4. Owner of Property

8. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

has this Property Been e gible? __yes __no
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8. Significance

{

Arees of Significanco—Chook and justify betow

Gpeaific dotes Belidee Sraditoet
Sistement of Significance fim c=o paragraph) :
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completéeness
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applicable criteria
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9. Major Bibliographical References
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Varbal beundary deocriptien and justitcation

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer CQrtification

mmwummmn--:
p— — Siate — - loca!

Bames Mistorc Presorvetion Ofhcsr signature

13. Other

Maps
———Photographs
PRI 2 )

Questions concerning this nomination may be direqted to

Signed Date Phone: 202 272-3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an sttached sheet
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1.

First folice Recinet Station
New York County, New York ,p¢7

Photo by: Carl Foster, 1981
Nea. at: New York Landmarks
Preservation Commission

View from the southeast






FIRST Fole TrewosT STATION
New York County, New York N\1

Photo by: Carl Foster, 1981
Neg. at: New York Landmarks
Preservation Commission

View ffom the northwest












4. FIRST folice Prec.nct STATION
New York County, New York /rﬁ‘y

Photo by: Carl Foster, 1981
Neg. at: New York Landmarks
Preservation Commission

View from the southwest
South elevation entrance detail
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