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1. Name
historic Barbizon Hotel for Women

For HCRS use only
^,v.„SEP 27 19821
ate entered

and/or common The Barbizon Hotel

2. Location
street & number 140 Ea«+ 63rd StiP®e^ not for publication
----------------------------------------- »
city, town New York

s

vicinity of congressional district

state Neu York code county Neu York code

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
^ building(s) ^ private unoccupied X commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
N. A. no military .. other:

4. Owner of Property
name Barbizon Hotel Partnership

street & number 140 East 63rd Street

city, town Neu York vicinity of state Neu York

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Neu York County Hall of Records (City Register)

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city,town Neu York state Neu York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title None has this property been determined elegible? yes V. no

date federal state county local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent

^ good 
fair

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed

Check one
___ unaltered
^ altered

Check one
, original site 

___ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Barbizon Hotel is a 23-story structure located on the south­
east corner of Lexington Avenue and East 63rd Street in Manhattan, The 
building's tuo primary elevations face Lexington Avenue on the uest 
and East 63rd Street on the north; the secondary elevations face south 
and east in mid-block locations. The frame of the building is steel 
encased in concrete; the skin is salmon-colored brick uith beige sand­
stone and terra-cotta trim.

Constructed in 1927, the design incorporated an eclectic, romantic 
blend of decorative elements including Italian Renaissance, Gothic and 
Islamic,

The basement, sub-basement and first and second floors are rect­
angular and fill the entire site. From the third floor up, the building 
features a series of setbacks resulting in successive decreases in floor 
area as the building rises. The shape of the hotel from floors 3 to 22 
is a U uith base fronting on East 63rd Street; the top floor is rect­
angular uith a hipped standing-seam copper roof.

The base of the building is a tuo-story-high arcade, ten bays long 
on Lexington Avenue and eleven bays long on 63rd Street, Storefronts 
fill the first floor of the arcade on Lexington Avenue, uhile the hotel's 
entrance and public areas fill the first floor of the arcade on East 63rd 
Street, The second floor of the arcade on both streets features multi­
pane metal casement uindous. Separating the uindous are flat pilasters 
of alternating bands of sandstone and brick. Stylized sandstone Corin­
thian capitals of elongated acanthus leaves croun each pilaster. The 
uall areas of the building's base are alternating courses of brick and 
sandstone, simulating rustication.

The exterior uall surfaces above the base are primarily brick 
embellished uith terra-cotta ornament. At the upper portion of each uall 
surface projecting brickuork simulates latticeuork, battlements and 
Moorish decorative motifs. Small terra-cotta balconies project from 
brick and terra-cotta arcades at the perimeter of a series of terraces 
at the 18th floor level. After six successive setbacks, the north, 
east and uest elevations are crouned uith three monumental pointed-arch 
uindous belou a gigantic pointed-arch dormer uith terra-cotta Gothic 
style tracery. The uindous from floor 3 to 17 have double-hung, one- 
over-one metal sash, uhile the uindous on floors 18 to 23 have multi­
pane metal casement sash.

The lobl^ of the hotel is entered from East 63rd Street. The original finishes were 
removed in a series of alterations, the most recent one completed in 1982, 
The essential character of the space, houever, remains intact because the 
configuration has not been altered.
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Another significant interior space is the recital room, uhich is 
located on the second floor. It is decorated in a style reminiscent of 
Elizabethan England with dark oak paneled walls and massive exposed boxed 
beams, A large stained-glass window on the south wall commemorates 
French artists, A replica of the building is included in the window. 
Directly under the window is a platform for performing artists, A 
narrow fireplace on the west wall is constructed of brick and metal and 
is painted with polychrome flourishes. It is surmounted by a broken 
pediment with "19 B 27" inscribed within it commemorating the year in 
which the Barbizon was built. The major architectural element of the 
room is a large pipe organ built into the full length of the east wall. 
The architectural integrity of this room remains largely intact.

The exterior of the building also remains largely intact except 
for minor alterations; the Lexington Avenue storefronts have been 
remodeled several times; the canopy and entrance doors on East 63rd 
Street have been altered several times; and in recent years, rectangular 
holes have been cut into the masonry under the windows for air-condi­
tioning units.

In 1981 the hotel was purchased by the Barbizon Hotel Partnership 
for conversion from a residential hotel to a commercial hotel with a 
limited number of cooperative apartments. The building is currently 
undergoing rehabilitation under the Tax Act according to the Secretary 
of the Interior’s "standards for Rehabilitation."

J



8. Significance
Period
------prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_X_ 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
. archeology-prehistoric

__archeology-historic
__agriculture
JL. architecture 
__art

commerce
communications

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention

landscape architecture___ religion
. law
. literature 
. military 
. music 
. philosophy 
politics/government

. science 

. sculpture
X social/

humanitarian
theater

transportation 
--- other (specify)

Specific dates ^927
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Builder/Architect [viurQatrovcl and Ooden

The Barbizon Hotel, formerly knoun as the Barbizon Hotel for 
Uomen, is architecturally and historically significant. It uas built 
in 1927 as a temporary residence for young uomen, and it became known 
as the finest residential hotel for the well-educated and socially 
prominent. Many of its residents later became famous actresses and 
models. The Barbizon uas designed by New York architects Everett F, 
Murgatroyd and Palmer H, Ogden, who were responsible for the designs 
of other New York hotels including the Governor Clinton, the Gramercy 
Place and the Allerton, A fine example of eclectic, early twentieth 
century architecture, the Barbizon combines elements from Italian 
Renaissance, Gothic and Islamic architecture in a skyscraper form.

During New York's building boom of the 1920's, skyscraper tech­
nology reached an advanced stage, while aesthetic considerations re­
mained tied to the past. The result uas the application of historical 
architectural details to the contemporary steel and concrete skyscraper 
frame. The Barbizon, like other skyscrapers constructed during the 1920's, 
uas an evocation of past eras in a contemporary form. Architectural de­
tails from the past created an aura of tradition and stability that the 
builders of the Barbizon (United Club Residences, Inc,) intentionally 
sought to evoke in providing a residence for uomen in transition between 
childhood homes and adult careers.

During the 1920's, new alternatives were opening up to uomen. It 
became acceptable for the first time for young women to move from the 
family home to the city to pursue careers in business and the arts.
Many young uomen who moved to New York after 1927 took up residence at 
the Barbizon because it provided a residential environment that approx­
imated the one they had left behind. The values of the hotel management 
were quite similar to the values of their parents. No young woman uas 
allowed to live at the Barbizon unless she came with three character 
references; no male visitors were allowed above the lobby floor; and 
the management enforced strict rules of conduct and dress.

Although the Barbizon provided a small number of rooms with private 
baths, most of the residents shared bathroom facilities, and meals were 
provided in a dormitory-like setting. Amenities, however, included a 
swimming pool, a gymnasium, handball and basketball courts, a library, 
an art gallery, music studios and a recital room equipped with a pipe 
organ and stage. An eighteenth-floor roof garden with arcaded terraces 
uas also open to residents, as uas a solarium, a lounge and a dining room.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property__ _______than_1__acre
Q...rir.ngie name Central Park, NY-N3

UMT References

1 isl Ulsf? I2 111 d 14i sh 12I 90 lol

Quadrangle scale 1 ; 24000
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The boundary of the property coincides with the legal lot no. 49 on block 
no, 1397, known as 140 East 63rd St,, New York, NY, as shown on the 
attached map, Manhattan Land Book. 1980-81,_____________________________
List ali states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries N, A, 

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Anne B, Covell

organization
Historic Preservation 
Field Services Bureau date August 1982

Agency Building #1 
street & number Empire State Plaza telephone 518/ 474—0479

city or town Albany state New York 12238

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state ^ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth byJhe Heritage Conservation and R«;r^tion Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation ttate^,^^f-^^
For HCRS use only

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

/ y Entered in the/ /--------- National Begtster date ^

the National Register

Attest; date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 8 3 5
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Social activities, including afternoon tea and concert series, 
were planned, and the staff included a social director and a librarian. 
The hotel also provided meeting space for women's organizations, such 
as the National Bunior League, the Arts Council of Neu York, the 
Uellesley College Club and others.

Over the years, the Barbizon Hotel acquired a reputation as the 
finest residential hotel for uomen in Neu York City, Among the women 
who were once residents of the hotel are Grace Kelly, Candice Bergen, 
Cloris Leachman, Farrah Fawcett, Liza Minnelli and Ali MacGrau,

The Barbizon Hotel illustrates an important episode in the archi­
tectural and social history of New York, It functioned in its original 
use until 1981, when it was converted for use as a commercial hotel, 
retaining a high degree of its architectural integrity.
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9, na ior Bibliooraohic References:

"The Barbizon Opened,” The New York Times. November 1, 1927, p, 47,
Gordon, Alice, "Elegy for a Faded Lady,” New York Daily Neus, January 

2, 1981, pp. m-N4.

Price, natlack. "The Barbizon,” The Architectural Forum, nay 1928, 
pp. 677-692.

"Reflects nodern Uoman, Barbizon Residence Exhibits Strength and
Daintiness,” The New York Times, September 25, 1927, section XII, 
p. 24.

"Rooms Being Rented in the Neu Barbizon.” The Neu York Times, October 
23, 1927, section XI, p. 1,
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