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Landmarks Preservation Commission eleglble’ NO
c-1 rr-n o t* TRonot*!"

determined
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—ALTERED
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is located at the corner of 91st Stfeet'and Madison Avenue 
within an area that is residential, with small shops and rowhouses. Although 
there are other tall apartment bulldings_,No. 1261 Madison is notable for its 
early date and Beaux-Arts style. The building is freestanding, separated by 
areaways from the adjoining buildings. The rear and side elevations 
are of simple brick with unornamented fenestration.

The apartment building is seven stories tall, including 
a tiled mansard roof (photO 1). Smooth rusticated limestone is used on the first 
two stories,which form a base for the composition. The main entrance is located on 
Madison Avenue., The entry projects and is flanked by rusticated pilasters 
enclosing a molded enframement. A short flight of stairs leads to double 
doors. The enframement is crowned by a voluted broken pediment set on foliate 
consoles with floral blocks. Volutes in the break of the pediment enframe the 
street number "1261." A large cartouche with marble medallion surmounts the 
pediment. The three stories above the rusticated base are faced with smooth 
limestone accented by panels beneath the windows at the fourth and fifth stories. On 
both street facades the v/indows on these three floors have keyed enframements. The outer­
most bays on the Madison Avenue elevation project slightly^and the fifth story 
windows are arched and crox-med by rich cartouches. Flanking consoles support 
a continuous modillioned cornice which spans both formal elevations and is surmounted by 
a wrought-lron balcony rail. The sixth-story x^-indows have keyed flat arches i
with frieze panels above. The projecting outer bays are emphasized by two-story 
pilasters which rise to the mansard roof and flank the windows on both floors. '
These windows are crowned by'arched pediments^and arched pediment'^'‘also’suihaount ’ 
the other windows of the mansard roof.
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SPECIFIC DATES
1900-1901

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Buchman & Fox

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This handsome apartment house is a. fine J.ntact example 
of the neo-Baroque Beaux-Arts style, popular at the turn of the century 
for both tall buildings and tov/n houses. Commissioned by Gilbert Brown, 
a real estate developer. No. 1261 was planned to house only fourteen 
families. Although a few luxury apartment buildings such as the Dakota 
and the Osborne had been constructed in the 1880's, it was not until the 
turn of the century that many prominent and well-to-do families who had 
previously resided in private town houses decided that,for convenience 
and often for economic reasons as well, it was advantageous to live 
in apartment houses. No. 1261 is an early example of the New York 
luxury apartment building and a rare survivor from its period.

The area in which the building is located acquired the 
name Carnegie Hill after Andrew Carnegie, the steel magnate and philanthropist, 
erected hfs manaion at Fifth Avenue and 91st Street, completed;;in the;.same year 
as No. 1261. The area had begun to develop as a residential area for the middle 
class during the 1880's, after the completion of the New York Elevated Railroad 
on Third Avenue in 1881. Simple brownstone rowhouses, many of which survive 
today,were constructed during the last decades of the nineteenth century. After 
Carnegie, a number of prominent citizens moved to the area, and mansions were 
constructed between Madison and Fifth Avenues in the East 90's until the 
Depression. No. 1261, although compatible with the development of Carnegie Hill, 
is an atypical building type for its period and location.

No. 1261 was designed by the architectural firm of Buchman 
& Fox. The firm was well known for its commercial structures and tov/n houses 
executed in neo-French Renaissance, neo-Georgian and other styles popular 
at the.turn of the century. No. 1261 is one of their most successful works, 
a well-propotioned and balanced composition. The exuberant carved detail of the 
neo-Baroque Beaux-Arts style is used rather sparingly and lends dramatic focus 
to the entry and to the- roofline, and the overall effect is one of restraint 
coupled with elegance.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The property occupies Manhattan Tax Map Block 1502, Lot 20 ^and is approximately 
100 X 65 feet, as Indicated on the attached mapi.
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Landmarks Preservation Commission
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I0STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; 

NATIONAL___  STATE____  LOCAL X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park S^ice.
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