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DESCRIPTION
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__FAIR ; __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on the north side of West 145th Street, a major east-west
thoroughfare which is filled with small shops and theaters, the Hamilton
Grange Branch Library, built in 1905-1906, was designed in the style of
the Italian Renaissance and has the character of a Florentine palazzo,

Characteristic of the style, the openings are the major elements,
The openings are graded from the large, round-arched door and windows of
the first floor, to the rectangular, pedimented windows of the second
story. There are narrow windows between the larger ones, which also are
aligned one above the other, but they are graduated the opposite way:
from the smallest at the first story to the largest at the third., These
opposing gradations work together to set up the dominant up-and-down move-
ment across the facade., Countering that movement is the fact that the
heavier rustication at the first floor gives a solidity to the base,and the
fact that the second and third-story w1ndows are restlng on band courses
which are emphatically horizontal,

The composition is unified by the rustication and  the re-
fined detail which is carried over the entire facade. The bronze lamps,

- the grilles on the small windows of the first story, the lace-patterned
fence, are well balanced by the decorated panels above the small second-
story windows, and the frieze with fleur-de-lis ornament,

The composition is symmetrically ordered. This is emphasized by
the large escutcheon on the keystone above the central entrance, bearing
the seal of the City of New York, It is further emphasized by the use
of an arched pediment over the central window, instead of the triangular
pediments which surmount the two windows at either side. The inscription,
"New York Public Library,« centered on the frieze, completes the central
emphasis at the cornice level,

Although originally designed as a detached building, the architects
designed the side elevations as party or commonwalls, The rear wall is
brick and is seven bays wide., The firstfloor windows have been removed
and a one-story, flat-roofed wing which is used as a reference room for
the public was added to the rear of the building in 1973. 1In that year,
the interior was completely rebuilt. The library teopened on June 16,
1976, The main floor is the location of the circulation desk, the card
catalog and reading areas, The remaining floors contain the stacks and
house the staff.,l Since the interior was completely gutted, no interior

historic features remain. The rear wing is considered to be a non-historic
addition. The entire tax lot (less .than one acre) is included in the
nomination and the library £fills most of the lot. On either side of the
library, are non-historic buildings consisting of tenement buildings, a laundromat and a
school. Footnotes

lrhis description is taken from the New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission, Hamilton Grange Branch of the New York Public
Library. Designation Report New York, 1970.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hamilton Grange Branch of the New York Public lerary is
an outstanding example of the work of McKim, Mead and White in the
Italian Renaissance style. The subtle, precise control of detail
and elements results in a classically symmetrical yet dynamic com-
position., In addition, its construction was associated with Andrew
Carnegie's unique gift to New York City and its library system,

The Hamilton Grange Branch Library is one of eleven libraries
designed by McKim, Mead and White for the New York Public Library.
It is one of their most successful adaptations of the Italian
Renaissance style.

McKim, Mead and White believed that buildings of the

same basic type and use can still adapt to a particular
environment and place. An illustration of this is the
series of branch libraries. . . designed for the New York
Public Library system between 1902 and 1914, The individual
buildings were to be scattered about the city within easy
reach of all citizens. The plans for each of these eleven
were nearly identical, yet each building is an imaginative
variation on a common theme. The designs have balance . . .
that seems suitable for a library. Each design is so
varied as to be quickly distinguishable from'the others,
making each library unique to its neighborhood,

This library was one of sixty-five branches built with funds
contributed by Andrew Carnegie, as part of the program to develop a
branch library 01rcu1at1nb system. At the turn of the century, there
were three public libraries in New York City:.the Astor Library, the
Lenox lerary and the Tilden Library Trust. These three libraries
merged in 1895 and the New York Public Library system was established.
The goal of the Board of Trustees was to create a free circulating
library branch system for the city and for this purpose, the steel
magnate, Andrew Carnegie, donated $5,000,000, This system developed
into the present eighty-two -branch llbrarles.

When the Hamilton Grange Branch Library was constructed, the area
in which it is located was predominantly middle class and residential,
During the first half of the century, this composition changed to a lower
income, multi-racial community. The Hamilton Grange Branch Library,

however, has remained a center of stability in the neighborhood.
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A Monograph of the Works of McKim, Mead and White (1879-1915)
{New York: Benjamin Blom, Inc¢., 1973), p. 386.
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Public Library
503-505 West 145th Street
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Map taken from Manhattan Land Book
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G.W, Bromley & Co., Incorporated, 1955
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Description: Interior WUN 2 5 1981
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LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
305 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10007

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY,HAMILTON

GRANGE BRANCH

503-505 WEST 145 STREET

NEW YORK,NEW YORK county JUN 25 1981
hoto: Gray Bryan,III. :

date: February 9,1979 JUL 23 198l
location:N.Y.Landmarks Preservation
of Neg: Commission

view:North side of WEST 145 STREET,

main facade.






LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

305 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10007

The New York Public Library,
Hami Iton Grange Branch
503-505 West 145 Street,

New York County JUN 25 1981
Photo: Gray Bryan JUL.23 198
Date:February 9,1979 ‘

Location:New York City Landmarks Preservatioc

of Neg: Commission
View: North side of West 145 Street

Main Facade



O
% o CENTRAL PARK QUADRANGLE A
ey UNITED STATES N2
S NEW YORK —-NEW JERSEY ©%
ok DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR o
o 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) o
= GEOLOGICAL SURVEY SW/4 HARLEM 15'-QUADRANGLE N
oA’ PALISADES, N.X. 11 MI. 6265 IV NW YONKERS (CITY HALL) 4.7 MI. - S——
40052,307,‘,1 00 585000m. 2190 000 FEET (N.J.) y °86 @GARDEN STATE PKWY. 7 MI. 57'30" 88 0175 %’;. TT(Z)II/\I/\ITTEES?S(:?ATﬁGZEg?l (YONKERS) | 590 | %91 55' 14 MI. TO INTERSTATE 287 | 593 2030000 FEET (NyY.) 73 52438052,30”
) \ ‘ IS AP 1 %( chaels . i 58 / \o 2L e AL W Ml Al Jerome & 1 =\ 7
4525000m . ; 7 Sy >y 7, //0 /S Ni/ y an .
>3 ;_ :, o J/ Y /// (s S ¢ /“/’/ $ e
2 LD 7 22 . /] / 25
= - 5 35//0 < i i/ f
/ N ) e i I/
a WIS | 59 | L
< e { e g,ﬁs Tubby Hodkl aM -
% oo/~ " Sewage Dispo /] 4= 7)
! = 2
2 ® 50 5 2
3 - : ’ )
© o / o)
Tl A Y )
g s i / %
L p ) Y { :.:,’ B i ?
. / 7 o 1 | 3
E /'.‘\o/’ . Ve = s ) /Nl ( 5 7 / A 7 / T
N O V7 Y N e 7 & Vo e o ire
fove'&\c‘“\// ta) & / ; S 4 / o % | =
740 000 FEET,‘ Padf*;:’/ % D, s { // <IN / i //, 48 i / 7 P 3 ' 3 /4 v) _&¥°Lpﬁf 7524
(N.J) S o7 L : (7 g g G WNESE DL IR ' -
) U f / /; 3 e ) S
N L\ /B 4 o \
i A v 7 § 0s, IR; e %)
s AN ) Qek S Q @47 7 ; \
N7 4 S X N\ ) X 2% e /) ) _ :ﬂ
il N 0 Y 7* =0 . o . i
74 g ] ‘ . A . s / AN 7, ) 4 (
; 7 L s 39 f 0 e 8 ! ‘ ,U P &S, -
/ \ b i(© { <o J 7 A }° Y 8 ! ‘*‘
1 @7 \ g L7 o t o - Y \ T ; ib , 1| 230000 FEET
. f A g 71 R
. N ) A /] / y) / /] 7 90047 ’k\, / 9 \ o) (N.Y.)
gz o SR DR A 5 B A el o g / Q) & I 7
Z 7 0 3l g Hazar 7 7) ¢ s A /i 7 b /6
4 e\ /16 < /Jl/[af Beac / / : 4 L ' 7
(/P 0 T s /s LIt
TR A \ @
f? ,.1/ / 2l S50m ) L / L g & : ) o X 405 /) o / N
/\(’ 4% 4 T ards S5 ron 22 g 4 o » fe 7// %6 i 0/
7 Y I V& Dock 8, 7 v y
S il 4 3 7 (/ 3 G A Iy < .’ oc rOLL Q/DG // /4 S S ‘/ - v/ 5| 0, 4
Ny / ¢ A 7l - F i Ft Washington | g 17755 Y . / b .
= , 7> .% a7 \ . i / Poin \'\\\' = N / s /
i : St ) (9 g
3N 7 / Y /// | P, D i Q 2 & f 7/ @
g : ViV ol S Y 299, A : \
7 ) ) N\ 6§ . ¢/
Z} i | 74 &)// / \ A Ei . 2 7 \ 14 41 / O \ o ( 4529
4 Y/ L 7. &l ’ | ’; ,' 7] ° + == W/ 3
: A % e 4 it s Ol
2 J (. / / [ 17/ URS
m Tk Sl 24 5
z il 4 / o) / 3: [ B 9 Wy / % // 7 0 = S5 Y / S’ &
/ A /ooy i / ] :
f 9 0, ~ 7/ - o ) c
n ) Y ] 6 % \ I' / \ // q /\b léj
o ", ¢ Q l NS4 / ZOO / .
S R b a N % W \ " ) [ /)
] / ‘ N ,%, 5 i Lo
N A i ) i 235 1 Z <-4 K YgPo A O
LN & | 5 orth Hudson % A J‘é’
/'Q /AN Qe ) i S CE
SO , ) 7 L ER
452] ) Sk /o, /\5 E
S > *:‘ ! ,\00 K i o ; E»
A, ,")/ V] n 9, i / /’Abo
/’ ¢ ) /) X ms/
{ § sc / YEi e
b / A i
VA / @ g/
50 \,\K:Q« X /’\// > / i " a " ’ ‘X 50/
2 7 N
Cenm;—.t. Pw\\g@\-\&c& S, Y () P4 y g \

fgm;-z%’;%m iy 1 S

w20 el 0

.,w,uh’co. / SIDNE Sy

] ] &h $
NS

4y, o

7520

7/ p i ~

anly 9 s

2 \Y

4519 7I/0

N

2

¥

a

|

7o g
4519 1K
s <

3

2

I

O

|

iz )

- hy

2

wy {8
(o§ Z0
- N
0 | A I=
oI Dy
cu 28
W d‘o
§~ o

f

S

o
—
oo

45 17

4516 Y
47'30" "“_47’30“
| 4516

3
(&)
\Y
~
w
% RESERVOIR
)
~
2
3 PN , <
) 2 N ! ;/
> 1 \Rumping ///
£ N \Sta /
~ \ g |
7 N\ e Y
Sseum = S =
| History ©, NS % =
< Metro, & S, % ’ (Y
t? ” 34 Hellro/
©
= 4 S Hallets Pt i
o e o
Pot g
I
I3}
4
s
200 000 FEET 23
== ~o©
i °s
3 S
N b
> =3
~
o
<
2
pu]
e
>
x
W
~
-
<
9
Z =
5
pall
$
YIrNQ it S
o Sr S o ew Yoy g 2.
% .“ Hospi - 13
| =
™
[}
2z
,E ; ‘%
A =
T T -
S i~ Q

[

4512000m.\
o
32
©
R

| , o | e
o~ = X l 7 0y
i g i ; W\ ;) i H 2 | iy
/5 \ ) /

, 158 \ A N 700 000 FEET

= == I ; i tio: f e
Tl N 8 ﬂ ValSc , £

- /7”/\ i / e RN Library ,Lr——\\’\(’\m 40°45'

S

NiJ. TURNPIKE 4.4 MI. e

S8 Txs

//I

. D s R ,/// nnel” /
D \ SNV UNIED NATI
o ) 7 7 Y,
3 ‘ D»ggii‘vb S 3 ) 9 HEADQUART

40° ’ i -~ A i & i
: 4?40‘00/ 85 HOLLAND TUNNEL 3.5 M1. J 2010000 FEET (N. Y.)| 589l | (BROOKLYN)/ QUEENS MIDTOWN TUNNEL 1.1 M1 |59] 55' 92/ 12210000 FEET (N.J) 53/ \@e @ WTEmonfosorosicas susev. seaton. vinama—isre 4,0 0,
: , : 203 i NI VERRAZANO-NARROWS BRIDGE |4 MI. 594000m.
& Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey SCALE 1:24 000 <
i . ) : . 1 . 0 1 MILE A
& ' Revised in cooperation with New York * D e e T — : : ROAD CLASSIFICATION RS
DA i N ‘ 1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7 g . 5
)@@b\g) Department of Transportation b o L : : : : 000 FE€T Heavy-duty Light:duty ORZ
\ Control by USGS, USC&GS, i i 1 5 0 1 KILOMETER . . )
SRR S8 S, and New Jersey Geodetic Survey , \ /’ ‘ e : — Medium-duty ——  Unimproved dirt —cocooo
Planimetry by photogrammetric methods and from USC&GS Charts T-4567, _L",,,,,\ | { . ) )
13 0°42'
T-5089, T-5264, T.-5278, T-5448, T-5449, T-5451, T-5452, T-5453, T-5458, MY e : CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET ) D Interstate Route  {_J U.S. Route () State Route
T.5778. T h ) h ¢ ) h h \ ) NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929 - b
and T- - Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs \ | DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET—DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER ; R woEe 2
taken 1954 and planetable surveys 1956 | | THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO DATUMS IS VARIABLE (
Revised from aerial photographs taken 1966. Field checked 1966 ! SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APPROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER
P E5ap . UTM GRID AND 1979 MAGNETIC NORTH THE AVERAGE RANGE OF TIDE IS APPROXIMATELY 2 FEET wﬁ’ CENTRAL PARK, N Y. e N. J.
Selected hydrographic data compiled from USC&GS Charts 226, 274, 745, DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET 4 FEET IN THE HUDSON RIVER AND 5.7 FEET IN THF EAST RIVER QUADRANGLE LOCATION SW/4 HARLEM 15" QUADRANGLE
746, and 747 (1966). This information is not intended for navigational purposes » N4045—W7352.5/7.5
Baliconic projsction. 1927 North Ameri o i THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURAGY STANDARDS Revisions shown in purple compiled from aerial photographs ) )
e S Tl il el i 1 FOR SALE BY U.S.GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 taken 1977 and other source data. This information 1558
e Ne' °J°e Brigs a;e ‘t’” etW ork coordinate system, Long Island zone, A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST not field checked. Map edited 1979 PHOTOREVISED 1979
w rsey coordinate system .
) ) ) o ) AM vV SW—
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, zone 18, shown in blue There may be private inholdings within the boundaries of S 6265 1V SWSERIES ve2l

~y
the National or State reservations shown on this map M_ 2 3 ‘98‘ -

Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW
.ll.23i

Date Entered

Name

Wew York Public Library, Hamilton Grange Branch

Also Notified

Honorable Alfonse D'Amato

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan
Honorable Theodore S. Weiss
North Atlantic Region, NPS

NR Eady/bjr/7/27/81

Location

New York
New York County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Orin Lehman

Commissioner

Parks and Recreation

Agency Building #1

Empire State Plaza

Albany, New York 12238

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)3<43=6dQl.

272-3504



