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Located on the north side of West 145th Street, a major east-west 
thoroughfare which is filled with small shops and theaters, the Hamilton 
Grange Branch Library, built in 1905-1906, was designed in the style of 
the Italian Renaissance and has the character of a Florentine palazzo.

Characteristic of the style, the openings are the major elements.
The openings are graded from the large, round-arched door and windows of 
the first floor, to the rectangular, pedimented windows of the second 
story. There are narrow windows between the larger ones, which also are 
aligned one above the other, but they are graduated the opposite way: 
from the smallest at the first story to the largest at the third. These 
opposing gradations work together to set up the dominant up-and-down move­
ment across the facade. Countering that movement is the fact that the 
heavier rustication at the first floor gives a solidity to the base, and the 
fact that the second and third-story windows are resting on band courses 
which are emphatically horizontal.

The composition is unified by the rustication and the re­
fined detail which is carried over the entire facade. The bronze lamps, 
the grilles on the small windows of the first story, the lace-patterned 
fence, are well balanced by the decorated panels above the small second- 
story windows, and the frieze with fleur-de-lis ornament.

The composition is symmetrically ordered. This is emphasized by 
the large escutcheon on the keystone above the central entrance, bearing
the seal of the City of New York, It is further emphasized by the use
of an arched pediment over the central window, instead of the trian^lar 
pediments which surmount the two windows at either side. The inscription, 
"New York Public Library," centered on the frieze, completes the central 
emphasis at the cornice level.

Although originally designed as a detached building, the architects 
designed the side elevations as party or common walls. The rear wall is 
brick and is seven bays wide. The first floor windows have been removed 
and a one-story, flat-roofed wing which is used as a reference room for 
the public was added to the rear of the building in 1973. In that year,
the interior was completely rebuilt. The library reopened on June 16,
1976. The main floor is the location of the circulation desk, the card 
catalog and reading areas. The remaining floors contain the stacks and 
house the staff,1 since the interior was completely gutted, no interior 
historic features remain. The rear wing is considered to be a non-historic 
addition. The entire tax lot (less .than one acre) is included in the 
nomination and the library " fills most of the lot. On either side of the
library, are non-historic buildings consisting of tenement buildings, a laundromat and a 
school. Footnotes

^This description is taken from the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission.Hamilton Grange Branch of the New York Public 
Library Designation Report, New York, 1970.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hamilton Grange Branch of the New York Puhlic Library,is 
an outstanding example of the work of McKim, Mead and White in the 
Italian Renaissance style. The subtle, precise control of detail 
and elements results in a classically symmetrical yet dynamic com­
position, In, addition, its construction was associated with Andrew
Carnegie’s unique gift to New York City and its library system.

The Hamilton Grange Branch Library is one of eleven libraries 
designed by McKim, Mead and V/hite for the New York Public Library,
It is one of their most successful adaptations of the Italian 
Renaissance style.

McKim, Mead and White believed that buildings of the 
same basic type and use can still adapt to a particular 
environment and place. An illustration of this is the 
series of branch libraries, , , designed for the New York 
Public Library system between 1902 and 1914, The individual 
buildings were to be scattered about the city within easy 
reach of all citizens. The plans for each of these eleven 
were nearly identical, yet each building is an imaginative 
variation on a common theme. The designs have balance , , , 
that seems suitable for a library. Each design is so 
varied as to be quickly distinguishable from'the others, 
making each library unique to its neighborhood. ^

S|

This library was one of sixty-five branches built with funds 
contributed by Andrew Carnegie, as part of the program to develop a 
branch library circulating system. At the turn of the century, there 
were three public libraries in New York City: the Astor Library, the 
Lenox Library and the Tilden Library Trust. These three libraries 
merged in 1895 and the New York Public Library system was established. 
The goal of the Board of Trustees was to create a free circulating 
library branch system for the city and for this purpose, the steel 
magnate, Andrew Carnegie, donated $5,000,000, This system developed 
into the present eighty-two‘branch libraries.

When the Hamilton Grange Branch Library was constructed, the area 
in which it is located was predominantly middle class and residential. 
During the first half of the century, this composition changed to a lower 
income, multi-racial community. The Hamilton Grange Branch Library, 
however, has remained a center of stability in the neighborhood.
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