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United States Department of the Interior
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic  ph1ic School 65K

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

158 Richmond Street

— not for publication

city, town v{:—‘ypresgﬂ*i'ﬁsf Brooklyn  vicinity of congressional district N / [

state New York code 036 county Kings code 047

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

__district % public _X__occupied ____agriculture —___ museum

_X_ building(s) ____ private ____unoccupied ___ commercial ____park

— structure — both ____work in progress —X_ educational ____ private residence

—_site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment — religious

___ object ____in process ____yes: restricted —___government ___ scientific

___ being considered _X__ yes: unrestricted — industrial —___transportation

—__no military — other:

4. Owner of Property

e scoct Board of Education of the City of New York

street & number 119 Liyingston Strest

city, town  Byook]vn —___vicinity of state New York nzgl

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Brooklyn Register's Office

street & number  Municipal Building

city, town Brooklyn state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title ékﬁaﬁgplg Preservation Designation pag this property been determined elegible?

__yes _ Xno

Report

date rebruary 3, 1981

_federal ___state ____ county X local

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission,

20 Vesey Street

s iown New York

state

New York 10007




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site
X__good —___ruins X __ altered ____moved date
—fair —___ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The school is located in a residential section of Brooklyn that is character-
ized by freestanding frame and brick houses and some rowhouses, most of which
date from the beginning of this century. The building fills most of its Tot
and is surrounded by modest frame houses.

Constructed of brick, the school stands two stories high above a stone base-
ment with a slightly projecting central tower. A molded archivolt enhances the
compound round-arched entrance which is in the base of the tower. On either side
of the entrance are terra-cotta shields with the date of the building and
diminutive columns. Over the arch is an entablature with the name of the
school on terra-cotta plaques and above this an ornamental terra-cotta band. The
second floor windows of the tower are square-headed with stone lintels while
those at the third are round-arched. The tower roof entablature is enhanced by
a frieze with terra-cotta plaques, and is crowned by a balustrade. -All »
the windows of the main section of the school are arched with brick voussoirs
and stone archivolts. However, there are compound segmental-arched windows on
the first floor and round-arched windows with terra-cotta tympana on the second.
The frieze of the roof entablature is ornamented with terra-cotta plaques (photo 1.).

Some of the elements of the facade are carried around to the side eleva-
tions which are of a more simple and functional design. The first floor windows
of these side elevations have simple segmental arches while the windows on the second
floor  are square- -headed with stone lintels (photo 2). The rear(1870)central section
of the school is brick, p1erced by square-headed windows with stone Tintels.

Above the modillioned cornice is a low peaked roof. . This early section
is not readily visible from the street and the back elevat1on cannot be seen.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below ks
____prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation — law ____science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —literature _sculpture
____1600-1699 _X__ architecture — education — military ____social/
—_1700-1799 ____ art —___engineering —___ music humanitarian
_X_1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____theater
1900~ _____ communications — industry ____. politics/lgovernment ____ transportation
____invention ____other (specify)

Specific dates 1870; 1889 extension Builder/Architect Original architect unknown; James W.
Naughton did the extension

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Of the many handsome school buildings which proudly stood in Brooklyn's
nineteenth-century neighborhoods, Public School 65K is one of the few that
survives and continues to serve the purpose for which it was originally built.

The school is a reminder of the area's past and a symbol of the concern for
education first shown by the Dutch and continued through the centuries by the
people of Brooklyn. The school, located in the Cypress Hills section of Brooklyn,
was built in 1870 and given its present Romanesque Revival facade

by James W. Naughton in 1889. ' ' '

Cypress Hills was originally a village in the town of New Lots which, for
200 years prior to 1852, had been part of the larger township of Flatbush.
ATthough a school had been established in Flatbush in the 1650s, it was not
until 1740 that the population of the town had increased to the point that
its eastern section, the "New Lots," could be separated into an independent school
district. The present building was erected in 1870 to house the students who
had previously been forced to use a nearby Methodist church.l Nearly twenty years
later, after Cypress Hills had been subsumed into the burgeoning City of
Brooklyn, the school was expanded by adding extensions to the front and rear of
the existing structure. The present facade is the front extension of
the 1889 alteration.

The architect of the extensions and present facade, James W. Naughton
(1849-1898), was born in Ireland and brought to Brooklyn at the age of eight.

He worked as an apprentice in the architectural office of J. & A. Douglas in Mil-
waukee and later entered the University of Wisconsin to study architecture.
Returning to Brooklyn in 1861, he continued studying architecture at the

Cooper Union in Manhattan. Naughton was active in Brooklyn politics and, for

two years between 1874 and 1876, served as Superintendent of Buildings for

the City of Brooklyn. 1In 1879, he succeeded Samuel B. Leonard as the Super-

intendent of Buildings for the Board of Education of the City of Brooklyn and

held that position for nearly twenty years until his death in 1898.2 A1l the

school buildings built in Brooklyn during the twenty years prior to the Incopor-

ation of Greater New York in 1898 were designed by Naughton.

Public School 65K is a modified version of the early Romanesque Revival
style which was imported to this country from Germany in the mid-1840s and
introduced to New York by the architects, Richard Upjohn, James Renwick
and Leopold Eidlitz. The earliest example of this style in New York and
one of the first in the country is Upjohn's Church of the Pilgrims (1844-46)
on the northeast corner of Henry and Remsen Streets in Brooklyn Heights.

Typical features of the style are the use of brick and brownstone, pilaster
strips, arched corbel tables and the predominant characteristic of the style,
the round arch. During the thirty years following its first appearance here,



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet
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10. Geographical Data WK T
Acreage of nominated propenym ‘ ] nE
Quadrangle name _Brooklyn, N.Y. ' Quadrangle scale _1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nominated property, which occup1es Brooklyn Tax Map Block 4126, Lot 47,
_ 1s approximately 100" x 155', and is outlined on the attached map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Contact: Anne B. Covell
nameftitle James T. Dillon, Landmarks Preservationist Div forHist. Preservation (518)-474-0479

organization | andmarks Preservation Commission date  March 9, 1981
street & number 20 Vesey Street telephone (212)-566-7577
city or town New York state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national ____state _X Jocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservahon Officer signature Q—\n\) \A}&% lex 8‘\ (’—/

title Deputy Comm1ss1oner for Historic Preservation it c;L%; Ochrper (5K

GPO 938 835
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it was one of the most popular styles of architecture, used not only for
churches but also for schools, hospitals, charitable institutions, loft build-
ings, office buildings, breweries, and industrial buildings. Many of the
school houses built before the Civil War in Brooklyn by Samuel B. Leonard
were in this early phase of the Romanesque Revival.

Stylistically, Public School 65k follows this earlier or first phase
of the Romanesque Revival which Leonard had established as a fitting
style for schools in Brooklyn. Naughton kept the traditional style al-
though he modified it to make his building a contemporary design rather
than an imitation of an earlier mode. He also incorporated elements of
other styles into the facade, further distinguishing it from its
predecessors. The use of terra-cotta plaques is derived from the
Queen Anne Style and the tympana of the second floor windows are
ornamented with Gothic-derived trefoils.

FOOTNOTES

Henry R. Stiles, ed., A History of Kings County Including the City
of Brooklyn, Vol. I, (New York: W.W. Munsell & Co., 1884), pp. 306-318.

Henry B. Howard, ed., The Eagle and Brooklyn: History of the City of
Brooklyn From its Settlement to the Present Time, (Brooklyn: Brooklyn
Daily Eagle, 1893), p. 726.
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Photo by: Carl Foster, 1981
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View from the east
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Kings County, New York

Photo by: Carl Forster, 1981
Neg. at: New York Landmarks
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Photo by: Carl Forster, 1981
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Interior, wooden stairs - Front section
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

_ sTaTe ~HEW YORK

2 e eaaaTitR O 1981

Date Entered

“Name o
 Punlic School 15

Puhiia Sehool 65K

‘io Behool 108

Honorable Alfonse D'Amato ~ Also Notified
;vﬁaanrshla r.e-rll.‘!byocr‘
 Housravle Charles B. ln.ﬂ.
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 Empire State Plass
‘ nbcy, lu!oct 12238

location e

Braax Comty

Hew York
Bew Yerk Coumty

Brooklyn

Rings Cowaty

Brooklyn
Kings County
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