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1. Name
historic

and/or common Stonehouse Farm

2. Location
number RD #2 (Rt. 7) ^ ^

not for publication

City, town Oneonta 2^'vlcinity of congressional district 03 2

state New York code 036 county Otsego code 077

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public occupied agriculture museum
JL- building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes; restricted government ___ scientific

___ being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name David F. Wilber III

street & number RD §Z

city, town Oneonta . vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. OtsegO County CourthOUSe

street & number 193 Main Street

city, town Cooperstown state New York 13326

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titie Otsego County Survey

I

has this property been determined eiegibie? . yes X__no

date July, 1972 . federai x state . county . local

depository for survey records Division for Historic Preservation, Office of Parks and
Recreation

city, town Albany state New York 12238



7, Description
Condition
------excellent
_x_good

fair

Check one
. deteriorated ___ unaitered
. ruins ^_altered
.unexposed

Check one
X original site 

___ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Stonehouse Farm is a Federal style stone dwelling located on the 
south side of Route 7 in the hamlet of Emmons, three-and-one-half miles 
northeast of Oneonta, New York. Set well hack from the road, the house 
overlooks a rolling plain leading to the Susquehanna River, one mile to the 
south. Surrounded by both meadows and forest, the estate includes a pond, 
vegetable garden, children's playground, and recreational forest land.
Also located on the site, to the rear of the dwelling, is a two-story
frame bam, circa I890, and a two-story garage and apartment completed in 1979.

The main structure (photo 1) is a two-and-one-half-story cross-gable 
house with one-and-a-half-story flanking wings set back from the front 
elevation. The front (north) facade consists of seven baysi three in the 
center section and two in each of the flanking wings. The exterior is 
coursed rubble built on a foundation of the same. The gable roof is regularly 
punctuated by narrow gable dormers along the front, sides, and rear. The 
house has a total of four chimneys* one at each end of the center section 
and one each at the far ends of the wings. They are all located at the 
ridgepole, are all brick, and all have identical corbelling at the top.
The roofin^ material on the entire house is slate over tin.

The front elevation is highlighted by a wooden portico and entrance 
on the westernmost bay of the center structure (photo 2). It is supported 
by two clusters of three Doric columns and was constructed circa 1950.
The entrance consists of a five-panel door flanked by wooden pilasters and 
sidelights. It is surmounted by a finely proportioned elliptical fan­
light. There are two windows to the east of the door on the first story 
and three windows along the second story. The windows on the first story 
throughout the hdiuse are capped by lintels made of vertically set brick.
These windows, as well as all others excepting the dormers, are double- 
hung sash with six-over-six lights. Between the first and second story 
windows a 'shadow' of an earlier porch running across the front of the center 
section can be seen. An undecorated entablature runs across the front 
of the house just under the eaves. In the center section this is interrupted 
in three places by the second story windows which extend into the eaves.

On the east side of the house (photo 3)»a stone patio, with a cast- 
iron railing, is built into the corner between the wing and the center 
section. Access to this is gained through a gate on the east side and, 
to the interior, through a narrow door set into the center section. On 
the east side of the center section a window is situated near the front of 
the house on the first story. Above it, on the second story, is a ■ ^ 
rectangular recess the same size as the window below and approximately 
four inches deep. Partial comice returns decorate the gable as well as an 
elliptical fanlight.

The east flanking wing has two windows on the first story of the 
front elevation and a plain entablature similar* to that on the front of 
the center section. The roof line is broken by two dormers, each located 
above one of the windows. These are of timber construction, finished in 
clapboard, with two-over-two-light, double-hung sash windows. There is 
one window in the east elevation of the wing on the first story.
Extending southward from the east wing is a series of additions* first a 
stone section, then a clapboard section, and finally a gambrel-roofed glass
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greenhouse. There are two first-story windows in the stone section 
with two dormers positioned above them in the roof. The frame section 
has three windows on the first story and two dormers in the roof.

Seen from the rear (photo 4), the additions to the east flanking 
wing form an ell. Two windows separated by a door break up the west 
side of the stone portion of the ell and a single door and a set of 
double doors are located in the wooden section. Four dormers, facing 
west, project from the roof of the ell.

Along the rear of the center section of the house a shed roof extends 
from just beneath the three second-story windows to the rear of the l ir 
flanking side wings. Beneath this roof the space is bisected by a stone 
wall running perpendicular to the back of the house. The east half is 
enclosed with stone while the west half forms a porch that is open on 
one side and shelters entrances on the other walls. There is a window 
opening onto the porch along the back of the house and two windows on 
the rear (south) wall of the enclosed portion.

A new two-story, three-bay garage, workshop, and apartment 
structure is situated to the south of the west wing giving the entire 
house complex a "U” shape (photos 4 & 5)» Narrow vinyl clapboard 
siding, a roof line lower than that of the main house, eight-over­
eight-light double-hung sash windows, and simple trim make this a 
compatible building.

On the west elevation (photo 5) of the center section to the 
house there is a window on the first story and a stone inset on the 
second story - just as there is on the opposite side. The okily fully 
exterior chimney on the house is located in the center of this 
elevation. This chimney has a stone-capped corbel approximately two~ 
thirds of the way to the top and brick corbelling at the extreme top.
An inlaid stone "C" decorates the side of the chimney - possibly 
placed there by the Carson family (owners of the house from 1942-1974).
The west flanking wing has two windows on the front elevation and 
two dormers punctuating the roof. The west elevation of the wing is un­
interrupted stone while the rear is broken by one window near the 
west comer,
INTERIOR

The rhythm created by the sharply defined bays of the exterior of 
the Storehouse Farm is carried into the interior floor plan. The 
central block contains a parlor and hall with a family room extending 
into the shed-roofed addition to the rear. The east wing has a dining 
room (formerly a kitchen), with a modern kitchen and utility rooms 
occupying the ell. The west wing is a study. This floor plan is 
repeated in the second story.

The front hall occupies the west bay of the center section with an
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open string staircase leading to the second floor. From this, hall 
doors lead to the parlor on the east, the west wing, a water closet at 
the back of the house, and a rear exit. Moldings and woodwork detail 
in the hall are Greek Revival (photo 6).

The parlor, occupying the other two bays of the center section, 
is dominated by a Greek Revival fireplace with freestanding 
columns and detailing in a simplified version of the Doric order (photo?)• 
Reportedly, a stairway leading to the second floor was once located 
to the north of the fireplace byt was removed in the 1950®* On the 
south side of the fireplace a door leads to another hall (photo 8) 
through which passage is made to the dining room on the east and the 
family room on the south. The molding in the parlor is also Greek 
Revival with interior shutters folding back into the window frames. A 
simple fireplace and Victorian wainscoting highlight the family 
room to the rear of the parlor.

Originally, a kitchen occupied the first floor of the east 
SmiillJ back-»band moldings* earlier than the woodwork found throughout 
the rest of the house, a semi-circular arch over the parlor door.
Interior shutters recessing into the window frames, and a massive 
cooking fireplace highlight this room. The fireplace (photo 9) is 
rough random ashlar with a massive cut-stone lintel and an adjacent 
Dutch oven. To the north of the fireplace an enclosed stairway leads 
to the second floor. To the rear of this room, in the stone section 
of the ell, is located a modern kitchen. This section is either 
original to the house or an early addition. It is believed to have 
served the house as a woodshed or an ice house. Extending into the 
frame addition is an entry with stairs leading to the second floor, 
along with a utility room and a work room.

A study is located on the first floor of the west wing. There is 
a fireplace on the west wall with an exclosed staircase on the north 
side leading to the room above.

On the second floor, bedrooms are located in the two wings and ell.
A water closet and attic staircase are located in the west bay of the 
center section, while the master bedroom, a nursery, and a water closet 
occupy the remainder of the center section.

i



8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ archeology-prehistoric ____community pianning

. archeology-historic 

. agriculture 

. architecture 

.art

. commerce 

. communications

conservation
economics

__education
__engineering
_x_ exploration/settlement.
__ industry
__ invention

landscape architecture------religion
law

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The stonehouse Farm, located on a broad plain above the Susquehanna 
River, has been recognized as a local landmark for over eighty-five years. 
Built by one of the Susquehanna Valley's leading nineteenth-century 
citizens, the dwelling reflects the historical development of the area. 
Additionally, the Stonehouse Farm is an outstanding example of Federal 
style vernacular architecture.

The Susquehanna Valley saw scattered settlement prior to the 
Revolution but no substantial development until the 1780s, and'90s 
Largely composed of New Englanders, the young community cultivated farms 
and established commercial businesses. The completion of the Charlotte 
Turnpike in 183^ linked the eastern part of the state to the previously 
isolated communities to the southwest, making Oneonta commercially 
accessible to both. This impetus for commercial and residential growth 
was repeated with the arrival of the Albany and Susquehanna Railroad in 1865.

The Emmons family was part of the New England migration to the 
Susquehanna Valley in the early nineteenth century. Asa Emmons arrived 
from Vermont in 1800 and his brother, Ira, from Connecticut, soon followed. 
Ira Emmons first began to acquire land along the Susquehanna River in 1811; 
between 181? and 1823 he built the Stonehouse Farm along the route soon to 
be developed as the Charlotte Tiirnpike. It was an ambitiois house well 
suited to the industry and vision of Ira Emmons. In the years following 
the initial construction of the house, his many interests diversified and 
prospered. In many ways Emmons' activities tell the history of the 
valley. He was first a surveyor, then a lumberman. Later he served as 
Justice of the Peace. Finally, as a hop farmer, Emmons shipped grain on 
the Albany and Susquehanna Railroad from the hamlet of Emmons - a shipping 
station named for him.

Today, only a handful of structures built in the Federal style 
remain in the Oneonia vicinity. The imposing stature of the Stonehouse 
Farm along with meticulous attention to detail, such as the elliptical 
fanlight and interior molding, make it the most outstanding example from 
this period. The house is further significant because it is one of very 
few in the area built of stone. It is likely that the stonehouse Farm 
has always been recognized as a noteworthy structure, as early as 1893 a 
newspaper reported;

For many years while the travel up and down this valley 
was on the wagon road, it .= (ithte ^Storehouse Farm) was a landmark 
in the valley. The house is still standing in a good condition, 
and if not otherwise destroyed by the action of time, is good 
for many generations. „ ^ ,-Harvey Baker, ONEONTA HERALD

„ March 30, 1893The Stonehouse Farm has undergone expansion and interior alteration 
through the years. Although undocumented, it appears that the east wing
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VerlM^bour^ary^d^cripti^n an^justi^ca^n The Stonehouse Farm is located 3*5 miles 
'bn the south side of Route 7. It is 

bounded on the north by Route 7, on the east by open farm land, on the south 
by Interstate 88, and on the west by open farm land. The exact boundaries 
are marked on the accompanying tax map.-----------------------------------------------------------
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county lg>undaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By , Zs Q.'V; tjiC: . ;U‘v 'G v"/,! v,4 if'UO

name/title
"Contact: Lucy A. Breyer, ii«-474-0479

Michael P. Douglass Division for Historic Preservation

organization' Cooperstown Graduate Pregram;-' 
New York State Historical

street & number4ssociat ion

date June 2?, 1979

telephone

city or town Cooperstown state New York 13326

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

___ national ___ state ^ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and^certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by tha^ritage (Conservatjon wnd Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

piitisl

Director, Historic Preservation FielcF Services Bureau 
title date

rHCRS use only
• I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

of the National Register

1 '■Attest: date
Ichief of Registration ..

GPO 9 38 8 35
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underwent changes in the nineteenth century. It has also been 
suggested that the dormers were a late nineteenth century addition.
Dr, Alexander Carson, a prominent Otsego county politician who awned 
the house from 19^2 until 197^» made further changes. Stairways were 
reraovedi a chimney was add^d to ventilate a modern furnace, and a 
modem kitchen was built into the rear portion of the east wing. Dr, 
Carson also replaced a one-story front porch with the present portico 
about 1950. The present owners, Mr. and Mrs, David F. Wilber, III, 
have continued to modernize the interior with an expanded kitchen, 
utility room, and greenhouse. In 1979 the Wilbers completed a 
new^architecturally compatible garage/apartment structure to the rear 
of the house.

The approach to the city of Oneonta is today becoming an increasingly 
dense stream of billboards, shopping centers, gasoline stations, and 
short-order franchises. The Stonehouse Farm, with its Kentucky 
coffee trees, towering silver maple tree, hawthorns, and horse chestnuts 
is one of the few reminders of the elegance, architecture, and history 
achieved by the valley in the nineteenth century.- a history the 
present owners are determined to preserve.
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The nominated property includes all of the current owner's holding 
on the south side of New York State Route 7. Across the road is a 
densely wooded hillside, not included in the nomination as it does not 
make a significant contribution to the farm setting.

The front property line, running along New York State Route 7, is marked by a 
thick hedge broken by the stone piers of the driveway gate. Hedgerows 
of mature trees interspersed with rough brush bound the property on 
the east and west.

Originally, the Emmons holding extended south one third of a mile to the 
Susquehanna River. The property was bisected by the railroad in the 
mid-nineteenth century, and again in the 1960s, by Interstate Highway 88. 
Located in the valley, the highway does not impact the historic 
surroundings of the farm buildings, which are set on higher ground.
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Stonehouse Farm 
Oneonta vicinity 
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iW 19' 1980Stonehouse Farm
Oneonta vicinity
Otsego Co
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Orln Lehman, Commissioner 04 79

September 25/ 1980

r
Mr, Jerry Rogers 
Acting Keeper of the 
National Register 

DOI 
W434
Washington, D.C. 20243

Re: Stonehouse Farm 
Oneonta vicinity 
Otsego County

Dear Mr. Rogers;

Enclosed is an addition to the Stonehouse Farm 
nomination packet, as requested by your staff. The 
continuation sheet for number ten more clearly 
describes the property boundaries. Also in number 
ten, please correct the acreage to read "approximately 
11 acres." If there are any further questions, 
please contact Lucy A. Breyer of my staff.

Since^

Larry EsMteoUrecht 
National losjjister and 

Survey Coordinator 
Historic Preservation 
Field Services Bureau

LAB/rp 
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