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1. Name

=orHCRS use only

Reived 2 S jqqq

nay 8:

historic
/"^GERTRUDE HIINEIJ^ERimiDO/'fesiCN

and/or common

2. Location
street & number 867 MADISON AVENUE . not for publication

city, town NEW YORK . vicinity of congressional district 18th

state NEW YORK code 036 county new YORK code 061

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X- - occupied agriculture museum^ building(s) private unoccupied ■-X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X— yes: restricted government ___ scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name PHILLIPS SCN & NEALE, INC.

street & number 867 MADISON AVENUE

city, town NEW YORK . vicinity of state
NEW YORK 10021

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. NEW YORK COUNTY REGISTER'S OFFICE

street & number 31 CHAMBERS STREET
city, town NEW YORK state new YORK 100Q7

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
GERTRUDE RHINELANDER ¥ALD0 MANSIOH \LP 09.27Jtitij^ANEMARKS PRESERVATICN CQMHISSICN has this property been determined elegible? y

.yes no

date JULY 13, 1976 . federal state . county . local

depository for survey records NEW YORK CITY LANEMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

city, town NEW YORK state
NEW YORK 10007



7. Description
Condition 

X excellent
___ good

fair

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed

Check one
___ unaltered

X altered

Check one
^ original site 

----- moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physicai appearance

The Gertrude Rhinelander Waldo Mansion is located on the southeastern comer of 
Madison Avenue and East 72nd Street. Constructed in limestone with red roofs accented 

opEper dormers, cresting, and finials, it is four and one-half stories in height.
The main facade on Madison Avenue is syintietrically designed in a tripartite composition 
with projecting end bays and a projecting central bay at the second and third
stories vfeLch originally emphasized the main entry at the first floor. The first floor 
now has smooth walls punctuated by round-arched doorways and large shcp windows. The 
upper floors display the handsome and elaborate carved omaitent vhich charaterlzes the 
neo-French Renaissance style. The projecting end bays have square-headed windows with 
stone mullions and transom bars flanked by slim pilasters with coitposite capitals.
Panels beneath the windows are ornamented by cartouches surrounded with wreaths and 
ril±)ons. At the second and third floors a series of fivej deeply recessedi round-arched 
windows set behind very richly carved qpen-^rk balustrades suggest galleries somev^t 
like those of the Chateau de Blois. The windows have scroll keystones, discs in spandrels, 
and are framed by slim pilasters, except in the central bay vhich has snooth columns.
Four canopied stone niches \Ahich contain statuettes depicting saints appear at the second 
story between the windows, and cartouche-like ornaments, two with the inscription "A.D.
1895" adorn the walls at the third story flanking the central window. At the fourth 
flooi^ square-headed windows flanked by dwarf columns are set behind carved bali:istrades 
similar in design to those of the second floor. These windows are on either side of the 
high central stone dormer vhich rises in front of the steep roof of the house. This 
ornate dormer is in two tiers vath columns flanking the windows. A lunette above the 
larger window contains foliate ornament simrounding a shield, while the smaller window 
is flanked and crowned by finials. TVro smaller stone dormers rise xp in front of the 
hipped roofs at the end bays of the building and two tall stone chimneys with diamond 
patterned carving are set between small cojper dormers. These dormers and chimneys, 
reminiscent of those of the Chateau de Ghanibord, iirpart a lively and picturesque 
silhoxiette to the roof line of the building.

The Seventy-Second Street facade of the mansion is dominated by a broad projecting 
curved bay at the second and third stories surmounted by a balustrade. Both stories 
contain triple square-headed windows with stone mullions and transom bars at the center 
of the bay flanked by similar doihle windows. Beneath the windcws are friezes with richly 
enframed cartouches at the second story and at the third story square panels flanked by 
putti issuing from foliage. Canopied niches like those on the main facade flank the windows 
at the second story. A great two-tiered stone dorttEr, very similar to the central dormer 
of the main facade, extends rp from the fourth floor into the roof.

The ground floor of the Waldo Mansion has been altered to acocffnraodate conmercial 
tenants. The exterior stonework has been smoothed and the decorative details and original 
iron fence siarrounding the building have been removed. The windows on the ground floor 
have been altered to serve as shop windows. The leund-arched windows, \diich once flanked 
the original entrance are now recessed entrances to the ground floor shcps. A third new 
entrance opens into a small square lobby vhere a new staircase leads to the second floor 
showrooms of the present ownersof the building, viio are art auctioneers.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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The interior of the second floor retains much of its original detail and 
decoration. The main parlor, v?ith its bay window facing on E. 72nd Street, features 
elaborate plaster moldings and rosettes decorating the ceiling and walls and the 
original walnut parqvet flooring. Tertporary partitions have been installed in variotts 
hallways of the second floor to create office space but have not damaged the finely 
detailed moldings of the walls,ceiling, and cuxhways. According to the present cwner, 
the third and fourth floors have been severly altered. Many original partitions 
have been removed and drop ceilings installed to create office space for previous 
tenants. The original appointments were removed or disfigured by florescent lighting 
fixtures hung from the ceilings,* for exaitple, in the liiird floor parlor.

The entire building was recently piuohased by the second floor tenant vho intends 
to restore the second floor ootipletely and any rooms on the third and foxorth floors 
that still retain their original decorative features or original floorplan.

^^The text of this report was taken almost in its entirely from the New York 
Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation Report, Gertrude Rhinelander Waldo 
Mansion (LP-0927), July 1976, by Nancy Goeschel.
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8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow

1800-1899 
1900-

. archeology-prehistoric 

. archeology-historic 

. agriculture 

. architecture 

.art

. commerce 

. communications

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention

. landscape architecture.
. law
. literature 
. military 
. music 
. philosophy 
. politics/government

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1895-1898 Builder/Architect KIMBALL & TH0f®SCN

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Gertrude Rhijaelander Waldo Mansion is a handsonB and elaborate neo-French 
Rencdssance style residence. One of the few of this style that survive on the ifper 
east side of Manhattan, it serves as a reminder of the lavish scale on v^ch 
wealthy New Yoricers lived in the late 19th century- It is also an inportant work of 
the prominent New York architectural firm of Kinball & Thortpson.

At the turn of the centuryj the streets of the vpper East Side near Central Park 
were lined with elegant townhouses and great mansions."Chateaux"liSteethfeWaldo house 
were numeroias, but today only a very few survive. This elaborate neo-French Renaissance 
residence, built in 1895-1898, was designed by architects Kiitball & Thcmpson for Mrs. 
Gertrude Rhinelander Waldo. Located at the comer of Madison Avenue and Seventy- 
Second Street, it is an exceptionally large and. inposing structure,- its opulence a 
reminder of the lavish scale on \diich ireny rich and feishionable New Yorkers lived 
in the late 19th century.

■>;

Gertrude Rhinelander Waldo was a rasttiber of one of New York's old and
established families. She was a descendant of Bernard Rhinelander vdio^ in -the 
1840Sj was described as ""i^ng-the richest of the rich" in the ci-ty. At the age of 
thirty-four, Gertrude married Francis William Waldo. The ooiple had one son,
Rhinelander Waldo, who served in the Philippine carrpaign of the Spanish
American War, and was later a controversial figure in New York City governmentt-
first as Fire Coranissioner and then as Police Commissioner under Tammany administrations.

Mrs. Waldo, a leading socie-ty matron, may very well have also been aJLeading society 
eccentric. She once sued for reimbursement for se-venty-seven yards of yellow satin 
brocade isiiith the A.T. Stewart Department Store had premised to sell for her— twenty 
years earlier. She was awarded $893.25, a si±)stantial enou^ sum, but nothing 

to compare with the cost of the great mansion she built—and never ocerpied. Upon 
ocatple-tion of the house and throughout the following years, it stood vacant, 
viiile the widewed Mrs. Waldo lived directly across the street with her sister.
Miss Laura Rhinelander, at No.31 East Seventy-Second Street. Precisely v^y 
the house was left unoccipied remains a itystery. A legend exis-ts that Mr. Waldo 
died viiile the house was under construction, leaving a grief-stricken widow for v^iom 
living in the new house would have been an unbearable reminder of her loss. In fact? 
the lamented Francis died in 1876; Mrs. Waldo purchased -die property at the 
comer of Se-venty-Seoond Street in the 1880s and built this house in'.the 1890s.
Whatever the reason, for well over a decade Mrs. Waldo owned a beautiful "white 
elephant^" one vMch she could admire daily from her windows at No. 31 E. 72nd Street.

(see cxjntinuation sheet)



9. Major Bibliographical References

(see cxjntiniaaticjn sheet)

10. Geographical Data Attached site Map
Acreage of nominated property - less than one -APnr[ifiC MOT
Quadrangle name Central Park------  nllRtn® Quadrz

UMT References

JmUUUBWIB) I
Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block, Lot 52
a

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11, Form Proporod By Bradley rrandsen. Research Consultant
Contact: Elizabeth Spencer-Ealph, 51^-47^-0479 

name/title for Joan R, Olshansky, National Register Coordinator

organization New York City Landnark Preservation Conmisgion Deoent3er 1979

street & number 305 Broadway telephone (212) 566-7577

city or town New York state New York 10007

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____________ national------------ -----statex local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register ^d certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth byd^Herij^ge Consetji/^t^n ai|d Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Director, Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau
For HCRS use only

I hereby certify that this property is inciuded in the National Register

datec^iZ^ 7^

date
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Keeper of the Nadonal Register*-
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In 1911 Mrs. Waldo deeded the house to her sister Laura, but in the 
following year the Dine Savings Bank of Brooklyn foreclosed on the mortgage.
At this time, according to the New Yoik Times, the "artistic house" with its 
'iDioken windows and partially broken stonework suggested the appearance of some 
venerable ruin." ^ The bank, v^ch hoped to use the prc^rty for conrnercial purposes, 
instituted successful court proceedings against zoning restrictions \diich had 
limited use to private dwellings. The house was then sold to the Samuel A.
Herzog Construction Conpany. They in turn sold the liouse the following year 
to the Fred T.Ley Cortpany. Renaissance Building, Inc. purchased the hoiase in 1920 and 
when Olivetti & Cotipany, antique dealers, leased the lower floors, the house was 
occupied for the first time. Olivetti & Conpany purchased the house in 1928.
The nansion again changed hands in the 1960s and in 1971 v;as bought by the 
nei^±)or±ng St. James Episcopal Church. Today the mansion contains several 
shops at the first floor and art auctioneers at the second.

The yfeldo mansion is a fine exartple of the neo-French Renaissance style, generally 
associated with Frangois I. Based on the 16th-century chateaux of the Loire 
Valley, this style was introduced to New Yoik by the renowned Paris-trained 
architect, Richard Marxis Hunt, v^o designed the first Fifth Avenue chateau for Mr. 
and Mrs. William K.Vanderbilt in 1879. The great vogue for this style,vAiich was 
used priirarily for private residences, led to its adoption by many architects, including 
Kiitball and his partner Ihonpson, despite the fact that both were closely associated 
with British architectural exarrents.

Francis Hatdi Kiiriball(1845-1919), a prominent architect of diurches,theaters,, 
and office buildings, in his early career managed the Hartford office of 
the Boston firm, Rogers & Bryant. While in Hartford he acted as sxpervising 
architect for the noted British architect, William Btirges, v4io had been conmissioned 
to design several buildings for Trinity College. In 1879 Kinball formed a 
partnership with the British-bom architect Thomas Wisedell, v4rLch continued until the 
latter's death in 1884. Kinball then practiced aloneurtil 1893 when he and Thomnson ’ '.c 
collaborated on oonpetition drawings for the Manhattan Life Insurance Building, 
a commission they were awarded. They then forued a partnership and were primarily involved 
in the designing of tall office buildings. Among the many buildings by Kintoall are 
two New YorkCity designated landmarks, the Eittnanuel Baptist Church and the ^fontalik 
Club, both in Brooklyn.

George Kramer Thonpson (1859-1935) received his architectural training in the 
New York office of the English architect, Frederick Clarke Withers, and in the

(See Continuation Sheet)
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1880's woriced for Kinball & Wisedell. In the years before he established his 
partnership with Kinrball, he had an independent practice, specializing in residential 
work.

Although the Waldo mansion is modeled on French 16th-century chateaxox, its 
reduced scale and urban setting result in a characteristic^ late 19th 
C3entUT5^ American architectural creation. The wealthy and socially prominent 
of New York csonsidered themselves rivals of European aristocrac:y.
As s\x;h, it was canly fitting that they live in residences of palatial grandeur.
The Waldo mansion is one of the finest of these great residences, an adroit adaptation 
of French Renaissance architecrture to late 19th centiory American taste.

1. "Old Waldo House Will Be Occupied," New York Times, October 30,1920.
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Landnarks Perservation Comnd-ssion. Gertrude Rhinelander Waldo Mansion
Designation Report (LP-0927), by Nancy Goeschel. New York: 
City of New York, 1976.

"Old Waldo House Will Be Occupied,” New York Times, Octdber 30,1920.

Phillips Son & Neale, Inc. Personal interview with Michael Side, Corrptroller, 
Phillips Son & Neale, Inc., Deoenfoer 28,1979.

Record and Guide^ A History of Real Estate, Building, and Arcliitectirce 
in New Yoric City. New York: 1898, reprinted; Amo Press, 1967.

Sch\:^ler, Montognery. "The World of Francis H. Kirtiball and Kiirball & 
Thortpsan," Architectural Record (June 1898), pp.515-516.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YORK
Date Entered ^ I960

Name Location

Federal Reserve Bank of New York New York
New York County

Segulne House 

St. Augustine's Chapel 

Building at 45 East 66th Street 

Scribner Building 

American Fine Arts Society 

C WaldOf Gertrude Rhinelander, Mansion 

Church of Notre Dame and Rectory

Staten Island 
Richmond Coiinty

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York Public Library, 115th Street 
Branch Also Notified

New York
New York County

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan
Honorable Jacob K. Javlts 
Honorable John M. Murphy 
Honorable S. William Green 
Honorable Charles B. Rangel

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Orln Lehman
Commissioner
Parks and Recreation
Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

NR Byers/bjr 5/13/80
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.


