FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
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National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
historic St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

22 Barclay Street

— not for publication

vicinity of

congressional district

city, town New York 17

state New_York code 036 county New York code g9

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

—_ district -~ public _X occupied — agriculture — museum

_X building(s) X private —__unoccupied —_ commercial — park

—structure  __both — work in progress — educational — private residence

— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment X _religious

— object —__in process —__yes: restricted — government — scientific
___being considered —x yes: unrestricted —industrial — transportation

—no — military — other:

4. Owner of Property

name Parish of St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church

street & number 31 Barclay Street

city, town New York ____ vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

New York County Register Office

street & number

31 Chambers Street

city, town

New York

state

New York 10007

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

B
title Landmarks P vi c L. O?Zf has this property been determined elegible? ___yes _ Xno
date December 21, 1965 —federal ___state ____county __x local

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission

city, town

305 Broadway, New York

state New York




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X excellent ___deteriorated ___Xunaltered _X_original site
—_good —___ruins __ altered — moved date
— fair —___unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church at 22 Barclay Street is no doubt the fore-
most and finest example of a Greek Revival church building in New York City. It
is the Greek temple-church in full form with six Ionic columns widely spaced, support-
ing a low pediment to form the portico. The wide entablature and cornice are com-
posed of heavy wooden moldings which are sheathed in a protective covering of
sheet metal. The building is a large rectangle with a high basement and a low-
pitched peaked roof. The sides of the building which face the streets are of
granite ashlar masonry laid with great precision. The east side is done in Man-
hattan schist. A full-width flight of granite steps leads up to the columned
porch and the main level of the church which is emphasized by a broad granite
belt course at the top of the basement. The main facade behind the columns of the
porch is completely plain except for three monumental doorways. The side eleva-
tions are also plain.and regular and contain six, long, narrow windows which have
square windows above them. This regularity tends to set off the perfection of the
masonry and further accentuates the mass of the building which serves as a foil
for its extremely refined detail. The combination of all of these features re-
sults in a building of fine proportions, crisp detail, monumental aspect and puri-
ty of design. The exterior of the church was designed by John R. Haggerty and
it is clear that, with some modifications, he took his inspiration from the
famous "Temple on the Ilissus' at Athens erected in 484 B.C. The handsome iron
fence with its spear finials is original and is in excellent condition.

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR FEATURES: . The design of the interior of St. Peter's
is attributed to Thomas Thomas. The entire interior is one large space 2 1/2 stories
in height and unencumbered by any supporting arches or columns and this is most
unusual. ~There is a gallery only across the rear. Designed as a massive entabla-
ture with large plain moldings, it is supported by only two sizable fluted wooden
Ionic columns. ' The ceiling is very fine, with guilloche, foliate and egg-and-
dart plaster moldings and three large plaster acanthus leaf rosettes in the central
section. There is an original organ screen in the form of a triple tabernacle with
Corinthian pilasters and decorative anthemions. The white marble main altar and
side altars were installed in 1905 as the gift of three brothers, George, John and
Edward Smith)in memory of their parents.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation — law —___science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 _x architecture ‘ — education — military —social/

— 17001799 ___ art ____engineering — music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settlement ___ philosophy ____theater

— 1900- _____ communications —_ industry ____ politics/government _ transportation
! © ____invention ) 73004 ____ other (specify)

Specific dates 1836-1840 Builder/Architect John R. Haggerty and Thomas Thomas

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

St. Peter's Church is an outstanding example of Greek Revival architecture. It
is one of only two churches with full temple fronts in Manhattan. Its site at the
corner of Barclay and Church Streets is the location of the oldest place of continu-
ous Roman Catholic worship in New York City.

The parish was founded in 1785 by St. Jean de Crevecoeur, the well-known observ-
er of the American scene in the last quarter of the eighteenth .century. Famous for
his Letters of an American Farmer, he was the French consul to America at the time.
The cornerstone of the first church on the site was laid in 1785 and that building
was razed in 1836. The present St. Peter's is the second building and has been in
continuous use since it was completed in 1840. .

The architectural importance of St. Peter's has caused it to be attributed to
many prominent architects but its architects were John R. Haggerty and Thomas Thomas,
who are relatively unknown, but were masters of their craft. Haggerty withdrew
from the project in 1838 and Thomas took over to complete the bu11d1ng The build-
ing has been described in Class:u: New York ;

"St. Peter's Church...ls the temple-church at its finest. Here again is

the monumental .scale and meticulous simplicity by which austere.elegance

was deliberately invoked. Dedicated in 1838, and finished in 1840, it was
built for the oldest Roman Catholic parish in New York and was a most unusual
choice of style for a Catholic church. The rage for the Greek united a11.m1

1Ada Louise Huxtable, Classic NewYork (Garden City: Anchor Books, 1964),
p: 78




9. Major Bibliographical References

Huxtable, Ada Louise, Classic New York. Garden City, New York:
Anchor Books, Doubleday § Co., Inc. 1964.
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10. Geograpl-\ical Data

less than 1 acre

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name _JeTrsey City le scalel:
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Manhattan Tax Map Block 88, Lot 11.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries -
state code ' county code
state code couﬁty code

11. Form Prepared By

James E, Dibble, Sr. Landmarks Preservation Specialist Contact: Elizabeth
Spencer-Ralph

name/titte  for Joan R. Olshansky, National Register Coordinator » 518-474-0479
organization Landmarks Preservatmn Commission date October 9, 1979 |

street & number 305 quadway' ' ’ : telephone (212) 566-7577

city or town New York state New York 10007

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

X__ national ____ state __ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register aRd certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth Herjtage Consedvatign and Recreation Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

v .'1/.21
titte Director, Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau date &0

GPO 938 835
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{. 5t. Peter's Roman Catholic Church
2z Barclay Street
New York, NY Coon
Photo by: Stephen Senigo, 1979
Neg., at: New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission

View of facade towards south

/”fj - FEB 2 9 1980
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2, St, Peter's Roman Catholic Chureh
22 Barclay Street
New York, NY Cowrntt
Photo by: Stephen Senigo, 1979
Neg.at: New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission

Interior View towards entrance

2043 FEB 2 9 1980






3. St, Peter's Roman Catholic Church
22 Barclay Street \
New York, NY dovﬁﬁ*\
Photo bys Stephen Senigo, 1979
Neg. at: New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commj ssion

Interior view towards altar
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

Date Entered

STATE _NEW YORK

APR 2 3 jo8p

Name

( St. Peter's Roman Catholie Church

4/30/80

Byers/bjr

NR

Moore~McMillen House

Building at 85 Leonard Street

Reformed Church of Newton Complex

New York, Westchester and Bostonygailroqg

Administration Building

St. Bartholomew's Protestant Episcopal

Church and Rectory

Hanson Place Seventh Day Adventist Church

Union Theological Seminary

Bailey House

Also Notified

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan

Honorable Jacob X. Javits
Honorable John M. Murphy
Honorable Benjamin S. Rosenthal
Honorable Mario Biaggi
Honorable Frederick W. Richmond
Honorable Charles B. Rangel

Location

Wew York
New York County

Staten Island
Richmond County

New York
New York County

Elmhurst
Queens County

Bronx
Bronx County

Brooklyn
Kings County

Brooklyn
Kings County

New Tork
New York County

New York
New York County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Orin Lehman
Commissioner

Parks and

Recreation

Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
sTaTe  NEW YORK

APR
Date Entered 2 3 m
Name Location
Belnord Apartments New York
New York County
Schinasi House New York
New York County
Ponckhockie Union Chapel Kingston
Ulster County
Addison Village Hall Addison
: Steuben County
Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society Buffalo
Erie County
St. Jean Baptiste Church and Rectory New York

New York County

Bouwerie Lane Theater New York
New York County

Bowery Savings Bank New York
New York County

Chanin Building New York

New York County
Also Notified

Honorable Ted Weiss
Honorable Hamilton Fish, Jr.
Honorable Stanley N. Lundine
Honorable Henry J. Nowak
Honorable S. William Green

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _NEW YORK

Date Entered APR 2 m_

Name Location

0l1ld Colony Club New York
New York County

Town Hall New York
New York County

0ld Grolier Club New York
New York County

Public Baths New York
New York County

Also Notified

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



