FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
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1. Name

historic St. Bartholomew's Church and Community House

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 109 East 50th Street ___not for publication

city, town New York ____ vicinity of congressional district 18

state New York code 036 county NEW York code 061

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

—district —_ public = occupied —__agriculture —___ museum

X _ building(s) _*X_ private ____unoccupied ____ commercial ___ park

— structure — both — work in progress — educational — private residence

o L gite Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —X_ religious

— object —in process x__ yes: restricted —__government ___ scientific
____being considered . _yes: unrestricted — industrial —transportation

— | — military — other:

4. Owner of Property

name St. Bartholomew's Church

street & number 109 East 50th Street

city, town  New York ___ vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York County Register's Office

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city, town New York state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Landmarks Preservation Commission
title IP-0275 B : has this property been determined elegible? ____yes _X no

date 1967 _ federal __state ___county _X local

depository for survey records 305 Broadway

city, town New York state New York




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—X excellent __ deteriorated ____ unaltered . original site
—_good ___ruins _X aitered — moved date
—_ fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Occupying one of the most spectacular sites in midtown Manhattan is St. Bartholomew's
Church. Situated amid mammoth skyscrapers, the low building creates a pleasant pocket
of light and air on Park Avenue between 50th and 51st Streets. Designed by Bertram Goodhue,
the church is approximately 250 by 100 feet in size, and was constructed in 1917-19. The
architect utilized elements of the Romanesque and Byzantine styles in his design.

The church has a Latin cross plan, and is constructed of salmon-colored brick with
limestone, marble, and tile trim. A massive round-arch window dominates the main
elevation above the portal. Three smaller windows of similar design grace the walls of
the nave, which rises high above the narrow side aisles. A rose window with intricate
tracery lights the south wall of the shallow transept.

The main entrance is formed by a projecting portal on the west elevation. This
portal was salvaged from the previous St. Bartholomew's which stood at Madison Avenue
and 44th Street from 1872 until 1918.° Designed by McKim, Mead & White in 1901-03, the
portal was patterned after the Church of St. Gilles-du-Gard in gouthern France and is
composed of a main round-headed entrance arch flanked by two similar arches of lower
height. The portal is constructed of limestone, with Cippolino marble colums. A
frieze of low relief sculpture unifies the composition.The three pairs of cast bronze
doors are embellished with raised decoration.

An octagonal dome on a high drum, completed in 1930, is located above the crossing.
One hundred and forty feet above grade at its top, the dome is divided into eight sections
by stone ribs.  ‘The surface of each section is covered with a cross of marble mosaic.
The exterior of the dome is presently being waterproofed.

A small chapel adjoins the south side of the nave. Projecting from the foot of the
south transept, behind the chapel, is a cloister which joins the church and the community
house. The community house, which occupies the south half of the site at 50th Street,
was constructed in 1926-28 according to designs by Goodhue's associates, Mayers, Murray,
& Phillip. It harmonizes with the church through the use of the same building materials,
the continuation of the limestone bandcourses from the church and chapel, and
decorative details similar in character ang scale to those on the main house of worship.
The commumnity house is six stories in height, with two lower sections that descend toward
Park Avenue. The Park Avenue facade features a round-arch doorway surmounted by a row of
round-arch windows.

The interior of St. Bartholomew's is lavishly appointed, and has a seating capacity
of 1250 persons. The structural members are stone and marble veneer over concrete.
Most of the plane surfaces are coffee-colored tile, with lighter colored marble used in
the choir and lower part of the apse.
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The walls of the narthex are finished with light marble, and the ceiling, formed
by five domes with pendentives, is lined with gold mosaic depicting the creation. The
organ screen at the west end of the nave is wooden, and decorated with a variety of
carvings and inlaid panels. The west window is composed of stained glass preserved
from the former church on Madison Avenue. The interior of the Guastavino tile dome
over the main crossing is decorated with a web of brightly polychromed wooden beams.
The apse is a brilliant combination of marble and glass and gold mosaic.

The adjacent community house contains classrooms, gymnasium, swimming pool and
other athletic facilities. The fairly plain, original interiors of this
structure remain relatively intact.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

____1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ___ conservation — law ____science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —_literature _X sculpture

—__1600-1699 _X_architecture ___education ____ military ____social/

—1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering —__ music humanitarian

—1800-1899 ___ commerce ___exploration/settlement __ philosophy — theater

X _1900- ____communications — industry _. politics/government ___ transportation
—invention — other (specify)

Specific dates 1903, 1919, 1928 Builder/Architect Bertram Goodhue, McKim, Mead & White

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

St. Bartholomew's Church is one of the most magnificent religious buildings in
New York, and one of the few Byzantine-inspired churches in the city. The church is
the work of Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue, one of New York's most prominent and creative
ecclesiastical architects, and was his last commission before his death.

Goodhue was also responsible for the nearby St. Thomas Church (1909-14), one of the
most beautiful churches in the city. Harmon Goldstone states:

Whereas the mood of St. Thomas' is full of ‘the withdrawn and inward--
looking mystery of the Middle Ages, St. Bartholomew's-with the rich
texture of intermittent bands of limestone interrupting its warm
salmon-colored brick, with its spots of beautifully executed carving,
and above all, with its great low polychrome dome-is all outgoing
opulence.l

The design of the main building was largely determined by the entrance portal,
constructed with funds given by Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt in memory of her husband.
Designed by McKim, Mead & White and completed in 1903, the portal is based on the
entrance of the Church of St. Gilles-du-Gard in France (c. 1150). It is embellished
with sculpture by prominent American sculptors Herbert Adams, Daniel Chester French,
Andrew O'Connor, and Philip Martiny. Interior mosaics are the work of Hildreth Meiere,
Gold Medalist of the New York Architectural League.

The present St. Bartholomew's is the third building to serve the St. Bartholomew
Episcopal congregation, which was organized in 1835. Their first place of worship was
a small Greek Revival building on Lafayette and Great Jones Streets. The parish eventually
outgrew this church, and in 1872 moved uptown to more spacious quarters at Madison Avenue
and 44th Street. A weak church foundation and a neighborhood which changed from
residential to commercial necessitated the congregation$ move to the present edifice in 1919.

lHarmon Goldstone and Martha Dalrymple, History Preserved: A Guide to New York
City Landmarks and Historic Districts (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1974),
208-2009.




9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1 acre
Quadrangle name Central Park

UMT References

SRR EN DR A [T Y W
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

ei Lot bt o beobionadis 1] sl [|||J| |||||||
Ellllllllllllllll 0 R o S e sl e 1 e 0
<3 I I I T I I A IIII.I IILJIHJ

Verbal boundary description and justification

The nominated property occupies Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1305, Iot 1,
and is approximately 250 by 200 feet in size.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

David J. Framberger, Research Consultant Contact: Elizabeth Spencer-Ralph
name/title for Joan R. Olshansky, National Register Coordinator 518-474-0479

Div. foxr Historic Preds

organization Tandmarks Preservation Commission date August, 1979
street & number 305 Broadway telephone(212) 566-7577
city or town New York state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—__ national ___ state _X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritag ConservatioI andiRecraqation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

v

titte Director , Historic Preservation Field Segvices Bureau date '2 ,2/ S’O

GPO 938 835
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_ Fletcher, Banister. A History of Architecture on the Comparative Method.
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1924.

Goldstone, Harmon, and Dalrymple, Martha. History Preserved: A Guide to
New York City Landmarks and Historic Districts. New York: Simon
and Schuster, 1974.

Landmarks Preservation Commission. St. Bartholomew's chyrch. and Community
House Designation Report (LP-0275). New York: City of New York, 1967.

Roth, Ieland, A Monograph of the Works of McKim, Mead & White, 1879-1915.
New York: Benjamin Blom, 1973.

St. Bartholomew's Church. Architectural and Decorative Features of St.
. 'Bartholomew's Church in the City of New York. 1956.

Whithey, Henry F., and Whithey, Elsie Rathburn. Biographical Dictionary
of American Architects (Deceased). ILos Angeles: Hennessey and
Ingalls, Inc., 1970.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
St. Bartholomew’s Church and New York, NY 80002719

Community House

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

___Nomination Form
_X_Photographs

___USGS Map
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

sTaTE NEW YORK

APR 16 920

Date Entered

Name Location
~ Onderdonk, Horatio Gates, House lManhasset
; Wassau County

First Reformed Church Wew York
Queens County

Kings County Savings Bank Brooklyn
Kings County

Russian Orthodox Cathedral of the Brooklyn
Transfiguration Kings County
Mariner's Temple New York

New York County

Church of the Transfiguration New York
New York County

‘ St. Bartholomew's Church and Community House New York
New York Couuty

University Club New York
New York County

Also Notified

Honorable Jacob K. Javits State Historic Preservation Ofificer
Honorable Lester L. Wolff Mr. Orin Lehman

Honorable Joseph P. Addabbo Commissioner

Honorable Frederick W. Richmond Parks and Recreation

Honorable John M. Murphy Agency Building #1

Honorable S. William Green Lapire State Plaza

Honorable Charles B. Rangel Albany, New York 12238

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YORK

AD 1O
Date Entered “kR ' 6 z:tJ
Name Location
Claremont Stable (Claremont Riding Academy) New York

New York County

Harlem Courthouse New York
New York County

St. Ann's Church Complex Bronx
Bronx County

Llenroc Ithaca
Tompkins County

Masterton—Dusenberry House Bronxville
Westchester County

White Plains Armory White Plains
Westchester County

Ingleside Alexandria Bay
Jefferson County

“Kelsey-Davey Farm Skaneateles
Onondaga County -

Also Notified

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan

Honorable Robert Garcia State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Matthew F. lMcHugh Mr, Orin Lehman

Honorable Peter A. Peyser Commissioner

Honorable Richard L. Ottinger Parks and Recreation

Honorable Robert C. McEwen Agency Building

Honorable Gary A. Lee Empire State Plaza

Albany, New York 12238

!NR Byers/bjr 4/22/80
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.









