
r

ik.

FHR-S-300 <11-78)

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form

Fw HCRS use only 

received FEB

date enlefed. Mm
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
historic Schinasi

and/or common

2. Location
Street & number 351 Riverside Drive not for publication

city, town New York vicinity of congressionai district 20th

state New York code 036 county New York code 061

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district pubiic X occupied ___ agricuiture museum
X building(s) __X private unoccupied commerciai park

structure both work in progress ^ educationai private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment reiigious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industriai transportation
no miiitary other:

4. Owner of Property
name Prof. Hans Smit

street & number Columbia University School of Law

city, town New York . vicinity of state New York 10027

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. York Crmnt-y Regi .qf-or' s Of f i

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city, town New York state New York
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

yes ^ notill. Preservation Commission

date March 19, 19 74 ---- federal ___ state ___ county _x-local

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission, 305 Broadway 

City New York state New York



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent

good 
— fair

. deteriorated
Check one 

unaltered"7-
. ruins X— altered
.unexposed

Check one 
X original site 

___ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Schinasi residence is located at the northeast corner of Riverside 
Drive and 107th Street and is a freestanding mansion constructed of white 
marble.^

This two and a half story building is basically rectangular in plan, 
accented by an interplay of projected and recessed wall sections. The flush 
entrance facade, facing Riverside Drive, is pierced by windows on each floor. 
The main doorway, located to the right, is approached by steps flanked by 
wing walls. These wing walls terminate in high, square, newel posts that, 
in turn, connect with the balustraded yard railing.

High French windows, which open onto elaborate stone balconies, appear 
at the second floor on either side of the main entrance. These balconies 
are tied in with a broad band course which separates the two principal 
stories on: all four sides. The long 107th Street facade is composed of 
end sections and a recessed central section. The one nearest Riverside 
Drive contains a two-story bay surmounted by an ornamented parapet. The 
rear facade has a three-sided copper oriel at the second story.

The north facade of the house, which faces the neighboring building on 
Riverside Drive, has the most elaborate treatment. At the rear, there is 
a two-story oriel set above basement level. A broad first-story bay occupies 
the central portion of the facade. The steeply pitched tile roof rises from 
the left hand side of this bay, while a vertical wall with windows is set 
slightly back from the right hand, side. The rest of the north facade accords 
with the front of the building.

The dominant feature of this handsome design is to be found in the use 
of boldly projecting dormer windows set above the laodillioned roof comice 
and its panelled frieze. These dormers, which appear on all four sides, 
are composed of'ornate pilasters with stone panels in the upper half, crowned 
by high curvilinear pediments. The picturesque quality of these dormers is 
complemented by a pitched roof of green terra-cotta tile, which is surmounted, 
at the front of the building, by a cresting and two spiked finials.

The interior of the house retains much of its original opulent features, 
despite the alterations made by the present tenant, the Children's Mansion, 
a childreris day-care center. The marble vestibule has delicate floral 
pattern ornamentation of mosaic tile, a marble beamed ceiling, and heavy, 
gilded, metal grille doors. The original stairhall has been divided by 
removable partitions into smaller rooms but the coffered oak ceiling, with 
an octagonal pattern and deep recesses, remains. The dining room walls are 
covered with carved wood panelling to door height and above them rises an 
elaborately painted cove ceiling. The original fireplace and the stained 
glass windows remain. The main parlor has delicat^y carved panelling

^The text of this report was taken almost in its entirety from the 
New York Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation Report, Schinasi 
Rsidence (LP-0844), March, 1974.
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which is painted and the original fireplace with floral patterned 
mosaic tile decoration. The staircase is intact; stained-glass windows 
light the steps between the second and third floors. The upper floors 
have been altered for use as classrooms and their original decorative 
features have been removed.



8. Significance
Period

. prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
. archeology-prehistoric 
. archeology-historic

___agriculture
^ architecture 

___art
___commerce

. communications

. community planning 

. conservation
_economics
_education
_engineering
_exploration/settlement.
4k industry 
Hi Invention

andscape architecture___ religion
___ science. law 

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

.politics/government

.sculpture '

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1907-09 Buiider/Architect William B. Tuthill

o

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Schinasi Residence is an elegant surviving example of the palatial 
mansions that once lined Riverside Drive in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. It is also an important example of the private residences designed 
by William Burnett Tuthill, the noted architect of New York City's Carnegie 
Hall.

The upper west side of Manhattan, with its views of the Hudson River 
and the New Jersey Pallisades, has always been considered one of New York 
City's most beautiful locations. During the 17th and 18th centuries noted 
New York families, such as the Van Den Huevels, Motts, and Rogers^ built their 
country mansions along this area of the Hudson, taking full advantage of the 
scenic views and healthful climate. Active development of the upper west 
side began in the late 19th century when elevated rail service, along what 
is now known as Columbus Avenue, made the area easily accessible.
In 1876 Frederick Law Olmsted's proposal for Riverside Park was approved 
and its eastern boundary, a curving broad avenue that followed the topograpy 
of the landjwas laid out, creating what is known today as Riverside Drive.
Many believed that Riverside Drive, with its scenic views,.landscaping, and 
park attractions^would become the setting, for the city's most opulent, 
private mansions and would soon eclipse Fifth Avenue's status as the home 
of wealthy New Yorkers. Between 1880 and 1920 numerous individuals built 
their elegant homes along the drive, but the prestige of a Fifth Avenue address was ultimately not challenged by this development. Today, what appears
to be a continous wall of apartment house facades lines Riverside Drive, 
obscuring forever its original character. The Schinasi Residence is a 
significant reminder of the early days of Riverside Drive's history when 
fashionable private homes ornamented its natural beauty and attempted to 
rival Fifth Avenue's social pre-eminence.

This imposing marble mansion was built in 1907-1909 for Morris 
Schinasi, a member of a successful tobacco processing family and a partner 
in the firm of Schinasi Bros. , Inc. which manufactured "Natural" brand 
cigarettes. In 1907 Schinasi selected William Burnett Tuthill to design 
a residence on Riverside Drive for him.

Tuthill (1855-1929)^ who graduated from New York City College, trained 
for several years under Richard Morris Hunt before establishing his own 
practice in 1878. In 1895, in association with Dankmar Adler^he designed 
a building for Andrew Carnegie's Music Hall which brought him immediate 
attention and fame, not only for its design but for the hall's superb 
acoustics. In the following years Tuthill designed a number of private 
residences and produced several books on architecture including,, The City 
Residence and its Construction published in 1890. The Schinasi Residence 
is considered his finest design for a private home.



9. Major Bibliographical References
A more complete bibliography may be found in the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission research file: Schinasi Residence.

See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property Less than one acre 

Quadrangle name Central Bark 
UMT References
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Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1892, Lot 33

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
Bradley Frandsen, Research Consultant, Contact: Elizabeth Spencer-Ralph 

name/title Joan R. Olshansky ^ National Register Coordinator518-474-0479

organization Landmarks Preservation Commission date November, 1979

Streets number ^05 Broadway telephone (212) 566-7577

city or town New York State New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state _^ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register ai 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Consenfiae

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Director, Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau
title date

certify that it has been evaluated 
and Recreation Service.

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

M)aCk^L date

j

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest:

U

date t1.
•Chief ef'W

GPO 936 8 3 5
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Date Entered
APR 231981}
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