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1, Name____________ ______________
historicTsaac L.\RlceyManslon Juli^__________

te HCRS use only
Im»«v#cWAY 2 8 1980

and/or common Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim

2. Location
street & number 346 West 89th Street . not for publication

city, town New York . vicinity of congressional district 20th

state New York codeO 36 county New York code 061

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X__occupied agriculture museum
X buiiding(s) ^ private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress X_educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industriai transportation
no miiitary other:

4. Owner of Property
name Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim
street & number 346 West 89th Street

city, town New York . vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Surrogate Court Bldg./New York County Register’s Office 

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city, town New York state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
titie has this property been determined elegible? . yes -X no

date . federal . state . county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent
^__good

fair

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed

Check one
___ unaltered
^ altered

Check one 
y original site 
___ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located on an irregular shaped plot at the southeast corner of Riverside 
Drive and 89th Street, the Rice Mansion is on a graded site east of the cen­
ter line of the property and fronted by grounds surroxinded by a balustraded 
wall to the north and west. The house is a four-story freestanding dwell­
ing (plus cellar and attic) of Flemish bond brickwork and classical marble 
detailing. The original building is placed on Manhattan's gridiron layout and 
is parallel to the four-story town houses immediately to the east. It is 
basically rectangular in plan^about 62 feet deep and 58 feet acrosSjWith a 
curved two-story projection on the north or 89th Street side. The later 
semicircular and rectangular extensions of 1908, built respectively to the 
south and the southeast,are also of brick with marble trimmings. The main 
facade facing the drive is three bays wide and dominated by the central,, two- 
story^ recessed marble archway which surrounds the main entranceway, a rectan­
gular doorway framed by moldings and topped by a pediment supported by volute 
brackets. A front stoop of ten steps leads up to the main doorway. Engaged 
Tuscan columns flank the main archway and the large rectangular windows of 
the piano nobile. The stories are separated by marble string courses. An en­
tablature doubling as an elaborate string course marks the height of the 
main floor and breaks only to form the sweeping surround of the main portal. 
The slightly projecting two-story north side has a bow window on the main 
floor above a porte-cochere with grand segmented arches which lead to the 
groimd story ehtrancH-i.*u.The.pediment on this north facade contains an alle­
gorical, figural bas-relief signed with the artist's monogram. The tile 
roof is hipped with wide overhanging eaves. The copper cornice has unusually 
detailed modillions alternating with escutcheons. There are four original 
chimneys, two on the west slope perpendicular to the main facade, and two 
on the east slope parallel to the main facade. They are all brick and 
topped with decorative marble features. A brick elevator shaft, a later addi­
tion, is visible on the eastern slope of the roof. Low dormer windows of 
the attic are set into the roof; three on the west slope separated by 
the chimneys, three on the east between the chimneys*and one on the south 
side. A skylight is visible on the north slope.

In 1908, the architect C.P.H. Gilbert added a two-story rear extension 
away from the main facades to the southeast corner of the plot and a curved 
extension to the south side, consistent b6th in style and material with the 
original design of Herts and Tallant. It is at this time that the rear wall 
was extended to accommodate an interior marble and iron Italianate staircase. 
The two-story arch,,with its ornamental keystone which frames the window of 
the rear wall and the triple windows above^ repeats the motif of the main fa­
cade. In 1912, a marble^ balustraded wall planned by Gilbert was erected 
around the property, as the original brick and marble wall by Herts and Tal­
lant ' extended too far beyond the property line. In addition, the lower 
staircase at the front of the property was modified and narrowed, and a 
curved balustrade was placed on either side of the steps. The graded grounds 
are less completely landscaped than at first with emphasis now on planting 
rather than terracing, and maintenance, is called for. In 1927, a two-car,, 
one-story garage by Bloch and Hesse was built for the. Sntinasi to the rear 
of the house behind the marble gateway of the 89th Street side and is hardly 
visible from the street. In the same year a sun parloi built over the
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semicircular extension on the south side by William Lazinsk. The aes­
thetic and structural/integrity of the original exterior is not affect­
ed by these later additions of 1927.

In the 1940's the interiors were converted into studios by the Heckscher 
Foundation for Children. Some additional minor alterations were carried 
out by the Whitman School for Interior Decoration (1948) and the present 
owners, Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim. Though the interiors have been painted 
and adapted for institutional use, the floor plan have not been greatly :,i 
altered and much of the moldings, decoration and detailing of the original 

design,and the 1908 alteration by C.P.H. Gilbert is still visible.
The main floor has a central hallway with rooms to the north and south.
The high doorways are framed by pilasters and elaborate moldings, though 
they have been filled in with fire doors. The ceiling of the main hall 
has intricate coffering of plaster with elaborate floral and rinceau pat­
terns. An elaborate stone fireplace is preserved ©n the eastiwall'of the 
original library, the north room'of the main floor. ,
The pilasters with Corinthian capitals topped by volute capitals support a 
an ornate mantel of a rinceau pattern with a central motif of griffins 
presenting a medallion portrait. The wooden paneling of the dining room 
to the south of the main hall is still in good condition. According to 
the memoirs of one of the Rice daughters, Dorothy Rice Sims (1940:55), the 
original "dining room was an import, in toto, from the Austrian Exhibit 
at the St. Louis V/orld’s Fair." C.P.H. Gilbert's 1908 grand Italianate 
staircase replacing the original wooden stairs is still intact and in fine 
condition. The lower levels have a marble balustrade decorated with panels 
of rosettes alternating with coats-of-arms. The upper levels have an iron 
railing with a cartouche design and projecting balconies repeating the 
coat-of-arms.and'rosette motif. The center room of the west side on the 
fourth floor has an intricately designed plaster ceiling of geometric 
patterns and an elaborate frieze and various moldings. Original mantles 
are still intact in several of the rooms.
The plumbing, heating, and electrical systems were original with the 
construction and have been upgraded over the years. According to Doro­
thy Rice Sims (1940:55-56), there was an elevator and electric refrigera­
tor in the original house. In 1927 a second elevator and smaller stair­
case were installed when the Schinasi owned the house.
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8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899

^1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
___ archeology-prehistoric ____community planning

, archeology-historic 
. agriculture
architecture 

__ art
__ commerce
__ communications'

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

.invention

landscape architecture— 
law —

. literature

. military X.

. music

. philosophy _

. politics/government _

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific datesl901-1903 Buiider/Architect Herts & Tallant

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Isaac L. Rice Mansion, built 1901-1903, is an accomplished synthesis 
of the Beaux-Arts, Georgian, and Italianate styles, and a significant ex- " 
ample of turn-of-the-century residential, urban architecture. It is
significant for its historical association with the development of River- 
side Drive on Hew Yorkfe West Side. It is the.only remaining freestanding 
private dwelling with a sizable landscaped garden enclosure along the 
dtrive and, thus, a rare surviving example of a building type originally 
intended to line the east side of the cwive opposite Riverside Park. Further­
more, the house occupies an important site opposite the Soldiers' and 
Sailors' Monument and represents the class of building considered appro­
priate to stand adjacent to the monument. In addition, a signed figural 
relief attributed to the sculptor Louis St. Lanne is incorporated into 
the f^ansion's exterior fabric on the side street facade. The house was 
commissioned by Isaac 1. Rice, a talented and successful lawyer, financier, 
publisher and inventor, and can be directly related to the social/humanitar­
ian pursuits of his wife, Julia Barnett Rice, in whose honor the house was 
originally named the "Villa JuliaJ'

The Rice ITansion is an excellent example of the type of residence first erec-k**>^ 
ed on the drive and initially intended to line this scenic boulevard border­

ing Riverside Park. A study of the Hew York City Dockets of Hew Buildings 
confirms that numerous freestanding mansions were erected after 1880 along 
the qrive during the completion of Fiiverside Park and Drive on Manhattan's 
westernmost edge. An account from The Real Estate Record and Builders'
Guide dated 6 October 1888 (p. 11.88) verifies that the ^ive was initially 
intended as a district comprising the best class of private residences. It 
is stated that, "All this makes the building already done and now doing along 
the Drive a matter of peculiar moment, and imposes upon the pioneers a public 
responsibility. Upon what they do will depend the character and the attrac­
tiveness of the whole Riverside quarter. If it were to be built up in solid 
and monotonous rows of brown stone like the island below the Central Park, or 
in solid and variegated rows like the west side, the money spent upon the 
park itself would have been in great part wasted, and the park-like character 
that should attach to the quarter would be in great part destroyed. Obvious­
ly ihe character of the Drive calls for a quarter of villas. In cq^qntries in 
which the government concerns itself with the aedilities it would have been 
ordained, when the Drive was projected that nobody should build a house on 
less than fifty feet of frontage...." Though detached mansions continued to 
be built up to about 1910, row houses built on speculation, French flats and 
apartment houses began to dominate due to increased land values and lack of 
restrictive zoning. Today, only the Rice and Morris Schinasi mansions sur­
vive to recall the ctrive's more prominent early residences. However, the

y

Rice Mansion is the earlier of the two.
grounds and occupies a more significant site.

is surrounded by more ample

r ^



r1 9. Major Bibliographical References
See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property «2886 acre 

Quadrangle name Central Park 
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Verbal boundary description and justification .

The property nominated occupies New York Block 1250/Lot 61 and is an irregular 
plot roughly 111' on the western side, 100' on the eastern side, 101' on the 
northern side, and 148' on the southern side.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county_________________________code______
Contact: Elizabeth Spencer-Ralph 

518-474-047911 ■ Form Prepared By
name/title Joy Kestenbaum, Researcher and Architectural Historian 

The Citizens' Coalition to Preserve 
organization The Isaac L, Rice Mansion date November 3C, 1979

street & number 6 0 East 9th Street telephone 212-674-5426

city or town Net'! York state New York

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state J?_local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic

State Historic Preservatiion Officer 

I hereby c^fy that this property is Inclined in the National Register

dare

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest:
uniet of RK^itrationStration I

date ^ - 4

GPO 938 6 3 5
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Historically, the mansion occupies an important corner site opposite 
the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument in Riverside Park. The classical 
Beaux-Arts ^nument^ designed just a few years prior to the mansion^ com­
memorated the New York City veterans of the Civil War. Within a week 
of Isaac Rice's purchase of his selected property in 1899, the memorial 
was given its fourth and final location. Because of the construction 
of several apartment houses opposite the projected site at 85rd Street and the derive, a final location well in the park between 89th and 90th 
Streets was .chosen.. This site was bordered by freestanding, single 
family homes and the Rice Mansion site. These residences would not 
dwarf the irf^onument and would’ help to preserve its intended scale. A 
diagram of the layout of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument and its 
terraced approach published in The Architectural Review of 1900 includes 
ground plans of the adjacent Clark and Rice Mansions. In the 1920's the 
high apartment houses of the neighboring quarter were erected on the dbrive. 
As a result, the Rice Mansion is all that remains of the original urban 
composition, a classical site plan of several residences that once cen­
tered on the monument; the marble terraces, steps, and classical detailing 
reflect their larger scale employment across the drive. Post card views 
of the -early twentieth century frequently framed the Rice house together 
with the rqonument. To this day the two Beaux-Arts structures form a 
harmonious unit.
Isaac L. Rice (1850-1915) made his fortune in the railroad business and 
the electric vehicle industries which he helped to found. In June of 
1899 he purchased one of the earliest^^ private single-family dwellings 
erected on the drive. Finding the residence inadequate for his family, 
he exchanged the property for the undeveloped plot one block to the north 
at the southeast corner of 89th Street and Riverside Drive upon which he 
intended to build his new home. An earlier agreement of 1898 drawn between 
the owners of the block had stipulated that the first building erected on 
the drive between 88th and 89th Streets "... be a high class private 
dwelling house, not less than four stories, and designed for the use of 
one family only." Rice commissioned the firm of Herts & lallant to design 
his palatial residence. In 1900 Herts & Tallant exhibited an early 
design for the house at the Architectural League and in 1901 the final plans 
were submitted to the New York City Department of Buildings.
In partnership from 1897-1911» Henry B. Herts (1871^1935) and Hugh Tallant 
(1869-I952)had studied respectively at Columbia and Harvard Universities 
and both attended the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris. They were members of ^ 
the Architectural league of New York and the Society of Beaux-Arts Archi­
tects and during their partnership maintained an office in Paris. Their 
first successful work was for the exclusive German-Jewish Harmonie Club 
(1897-98), then located on ^2nd Street. Herts & Tallant were selected to
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design a modern extension and to thoroughly remodel and refurbish the 
original structure designed some thirty years earlier by the architect 
Henry Fernbach. Isaac Rice had been an important member of this presti­
gious social club since 1886. Many of Herts & Tallant’s clients were 
prominent members of the New York Jewish community. Herts & Tallant 
are best known for their numerous theaters in the Times Square area, 
including the New Amsterdam and Lyceum (1902-4), Liberty (1902-5),
Folie Bergere (1910-11), as well as the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
completed in 1908. Their exuberantly styled New Amsterdam Theatre on 
42nd Street, a New York City landmark, has been listed on the National 
Register. The design of that building introduced the cantilever method 
of theater construction which permits the installation of balconies in 
theaters without supporting pillars to allow for an unobstructed view in 
the orchestra. Their ornate Beaux-Arts style Lyceum Theatre is the oldest 
playhouse in New York still serving the legitimate stage and a city i-and- 
mark. The Rice Mansion was the only major New York City residence de- 
signed by Herts & Tallant, although they designed summer residences in 
New Jersey and long Island and undertook numerous and extensive alterations 
of private city dwellings. Their uncommon Beaux-Arts style design of the 
facade of the tovm house altered for Abraham Erlanger, theater producer, 
can still be seen at 232 West End Avenue. Herts was evidently a friend 
of the Rices. After the tehmination of his firm in 1911, he served as 
architect for the Playground Commission of New York. In this capacity 
he designed the Betsy Head Memorial Playground in Brooklyn (ca. 1916) and 
the Isaac L. Rice Playfield in Pelham Bay Park (1920-1922), both of which 
were financed by the widow of Isaac Rice. Herts was the co-architect of 
B'nai Jeshurun Synagogue (1918) and the congregation's Community Center 
(1928), located just one block from the Rice Mansion.

Architecturally, the design of the Rice Mansion incorporates a \mique 
combination of classical motifs expressing the original and individualis­
tic style of the architects. The house was designed as a modern 
Italianate/Georgian villa with its rectan^lar symmetry and hipped roof^ 
and landscaped and terraced grounds. It is built of brick, the predominant 
material of domestic Colonial/Georgian Revival structures, with marble 
classical detailing which reflects the Beaux-Arts education of the archi- 
tects. The impressive two-story marble entranceway dominating the main 
facade is rare in urban residential architecture. With its grand seg­
mental arches, the porte-cochere of the side street serves as a vehicular 
entrance and is unique in New York City. The pediment on this north 
facade contains an xmusual and curious bas-relief with allegorical mean­
ing. The six children representing the Rice children are dressed in 
classic garb and bear the accoutrements of the liberal arts. The relief 
is signed with the artist's monogram and appears to be the work of Louis
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St, I^,nne, a French-born sculptor and member of the National Sculpture 
Society. He is responsible for the statue of the "American Boy" located 
at Rice Memorial Stadium in Pelham Bay Park and financed by Mrs. Rice 
in memory of her husband.

The original owners held important positions in New York Society, Mrs,
Julia Barnett Rice, a doctor of medicine and philanthropist, became 
known internationally as the founder of the Society for the Suppression 
of Unnecessary Noise. While a resident of the mansion, Mrs. Rice became 
alarmed by the continual shrieking noises of riverboats along the Hudson 
River and actively fought for legislation to curb useless noises so as 
to ease the suffering of inmates of hospitals along the East River, Her 
work as a reformer helped to establish "quiet zones" around city hospitals aid 
to protect the quality of the urban, aural environment. The article on 
Mrs, Rice in The National Cyclopedia of Am.erican Biography (XIV:509) states 
that " ... her palatial residence on Riverside Drive, the 'Villa Juliaj* 
is one of the handsome homes of New York, and the many art treasures of 
the world that adorn its walls represent her exquisite taste and artistic 
temperament," In addition, the house had one of the earliest electric 
refrigerators^due to the ingenuity of Isaac Rice, According to Dorothy 
Rice Sims (1940:56), "Outside the pantry was an enormous room given over 
to an electric refrigerator. Father started the Car Light and Power 
Company, which refrigerated and lit cars, but no one had ever thought of 
putting electric refrigerators in peoples^ houses. Father wanted to see 
if a small one would work. It worked and started the Industry,"

In 1907, Isaac L. Rice sustained heavy losses in a financial panic and 
later that year, the Rice Mansion was sold to Solomon Schinasi, a partner 
in the firm of Schinasi Bros., Inc,, Importers and manufacturers of Turkish 
cigarettes. About this same time, Schinasi's brother, Morris, commissioned 
his private dwelling, the only other remaining freestanding mansion on the drive. The accoimt on Solomon Schinasi in The National Cyclopedia 
of American Biography (X:521) states that "... he purchased one of the 
most magnificent mansions on Riverside Drive which he remodeled along 
artistic lines, m_aklng it one of the most attractive of New York's famous 
dwellings and storehouse of treasures from the old world of art, sculpture, 
and cunningly wr'ujght treasures from the far away lands." Charles P.H, 
Gilbert (1863-1952)» a prolific architect of local reputation and well 
known for his private residences, was chosen to make the desired alterations 
to the house, Gilbert had designed many row houses and over a dozen man­
sions on Riverside Drive alone. His alterations and additions were con­
sistent both in style and material with the original Herts & Tallant 
design. The major extensions of 19^8 were designed to enlarge the home 
and were added feo ;the eastern and southeaSten sides so as te preserve the 
integrity of the princioal street facades, Gilbert's balustraded wall 
of 1912 costing #12,000. was designed to harmonize with-ftat surrounding
the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument diagonally across on the drive. -
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In the 19^0's the Schinasi family rented the mansion to the Heckscher 
Foundation for Children and the Whitman School for Interior Decoration. 
Since 195^* the building has been owned and occupied by Yeshiva Chofetz 
Chaim, which has continued to use the building for educational purposes. 
Visually, the building closely resembles its earliest photographs and 
retains its original character. Though the interiors have been painted 
and altered for Institutional use, much of the original decorative work 
is still visible and could be restored,.

"Memorandum of Agreement," Section 4, Liber 64, pp, 448, 2? December 
1898, found with Conveyance Records, New York Clty Hall of Records.

Item Number 9

Catalogue of the 15th Annual Exhibition of the Architectural League of
New York. I90O, p. 61, nos. 1139-40.

"Charles P. H. Gilbert," New York Times, 2? October 1952, p. 27, col. 3. 

"Chateau Schwab," The Architectural Record. XXI (February 190?) 96-102,

"The Contemporary Metropolitan Residence," Real Estate Record and Builders 
Guide. LXXIII (11 June 1904) 144?-1462.

"H. B, Herts Dead; Noted Architect," New York Times. 28 March 1933$ P« 19 
col. 1.

"The Harmonie Club House," The New-York Trlbiuie. Illustrated Supplement, 
19 June 1898, p. 14,

Heinl, H.D., "Woman Who Stopped Noises," Ladies* Home Journal. XXV
(Anril 1908) 19.

"Hugh Tallant Dies; Retired Architect," New York Times. 9 December''1952, 
p. 33> col. 2.

"Isaac L, Rice, Financier, Dies," New York Times, 3 November 1915* P» 13» 
col. 5 •

King, Moses, Notable New Yorkers of 1896-9. New York, 1899» P» 420,

Landau, Sarah Bradford, "The How Houses of New York's West Side," Journal 
of The Society of Architectural Hlstnriane, XXXIV (1975) 19“36»







PP;v€T.'

■« „

■W 25 S80

:' ' H :

:,i!

fe:,.-;:’?:sfc,.

Ik, ‘'- “■ >■
"'*•

..*.■■ ,Ai..

4-i'i-*4*i***iiiiliiii^^ '"

dA
■*



























































U.S. DEPABTMENT OF THE INTERIOB
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE .5-0^5-

TELEPHONE REPORT TIME OF CALL
PM

1. CALL n TO; FROM (Mamf) 2. AODRBSS (T«l. ATo. U n*.d.d>

S. SUBJECT. FROJECT NO.. BTC.

/Tlaio^icin
DETAILS OF DISCUSSIONOF DISCUSSION I \

:;Ta64' ^ MLnsji
/Vcih^iOri,.

?‘co

aj- /I/ y

4E OF FBItApN FLACING/RFLACING/RECBI VINO CALL

FHR-8<227 
June 1978

TITLE



r

W'''

r

■VORK^^ /^ju-JAjO -1

NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12238 Information 518 474-0456
Orin Lehman, Commissioner

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

April 8, 1980 

Stephen Raiche 

Larry Gobrecht

SUBJECT: Isaac Rice Mansion

Ann Webster Smith has asked Elizabeth Spencer-Ralph and me 
to review and comment upon the letter received from Paul Selver (Zuccotti) 
which provides arguments that the Rice Mansion does not meet the National 
Register eligibility criteria.

The original COR review, it should be noted, was concluded with 
a recommendation that the residence be nominated for its architectural 
significance.

The first issue addressed by the COR is usually that of physical 
integrity. Although the residence received two subsequent modifications, 
they did not feel that the original design or its intent were compromised. 
The alterations made since the building has been used as a school appear to 
be minor and reversible. Both Elizabeth and I feel the COR's evaluation 
was fair and correct.

The specific criteria used in this case is "buildings...that 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 
construction." I think it is important to point out that Mr. Selver and 
Mr. Lemberger do not specifically deny that this structure fits this 
category—they merely point out that there are "better" examples of the 
style which is generally described as "eclectic." Such ein argument does 
not and should not lead one to conclude that the property is not "worthy 
of preservation." Mr. Selver interprets the criteria as if "significance" 
is something above and beyond the "representative." The purpose of the 
NR is to encourage preservation of the architectural fabric of our com­
munities—and the Rice Mansion is a conspicuous part of that fabric.

I don't believe it is necessary to debate whether Herts & Tallant 
were "masters" and that the Rice Mansion represents their work. Also,
I don't believe that the historical importance of Isaac Rice should be 
debated—although proponents of the nomination would like to support the 
proposal on this basis as well as the architectural.

LG:gc

An Equal Oooonuncty Emoloyer
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M E M 0 R A N D U M

TO: Larry Gobrecht

FROM: Elizabeth Spencer-Ralph

DATE: April 1, 1980

SUBJECT: Rice Mansion, New York County

This letter from the Yeshiva's attorney seems to be applying 
all the criteria at once, ignoring the "ands" and the "ors". I 
have marked the criteria which I feel this site clearly meets.

On page 2 of the letter, the attorneys quote the Landmarks 
Commission, but they do not give us the full quote. Who was 
the staff member that so described the building and what is the 
rest of the quote? Anyway, this statement is hearsay and not 
a formal statement by the Commission. I attach the Commission's 
designation report which praises the building highly. The reason 
for nominating this building is its architectural significance.
(Kinder Quality of Significance on page 2 the question is addressed 
but it is stated that the building's architectural characteristics 
are better displayed in other New York City buildings of the 
period. This is not the point. The building is typical of its 
period and therefore eligible. I also don't agree that other 
buildings use these architectural characteristics better. Frankly,
I cannot think of another free standing mansion in New York City 
that uses a two story, triumphal arch as the central design of its 
facade. This building, while I can't say I love it, has a drama 
about it which cannot be unrelated to the fact that the architects 
were better known for their theaters. On page 3 under Architectural 
Characteristics and Quality it is stated that the building is a 
second rate example of the work of distinguished architectj?i nr.
For argument let's say that's true. There is nothing in the 
criteria that says such buildings cannot meet the criteria. The 
building does not have to be of "exceptional Importance" (paragraph 
4, page 3) to merit National Register listing.

“■s

An EquaJ Oooortunity Emptoyer



Larry Gobrecht 
Memo 

Page Two 
April 1, 1980

Not to nominate this building and to judge that it does not 
meet the National Register criteria would be contrary to both 
the letter and spirit of the regulations governing inclusion. 
Nomination at this time would be both legal and appropriate 
under these circumstances, (paragr^ 5, page 3).
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TUFO, JOHNSTON. ZUCCOTTI & ALLEGAERT

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

6-45 MADfSON AVENUE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022

PETER F. TUFO 
JOSEPH F. JOHNSTON. JR. 
JOHN E. ZUCCOTT) 
WINTHROP J. ALLEGAERT 
ANTHONY G. CHASE* 
DENNIS R. YEAGER 
WAYNE E. BATCHELER 
ANDREW S. BERKMAN 
PAUL D. SELVER

(212) 752 8660 1815 H STREET. N W 
WASHINGTON. O. C- 2000A 

(202) 223-9824

ANITA F. BARRETT 
jON YARD ARNASON 
PETER M. GILMAN 
JOHN L. KELLY 
JONATHAN LANO 
CHESTER R. SHIELDS 
CLINTON B. SMITH 
MARTIN F. OPPENHEIMER*

Hon. Orin Lehman 
Commissioner 
New York State Office 

of Parks and Recreation 
Agency Building 1 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238

MARTIN J. OPPENHEIMER 
NICHOLAS SCOPPETTA 

COUNSEL

•AOMtTTCO ONLr IN THE

OI5TW1CT or COLUMBIA

March 27, 1980
A

WAR3;j98q

Re: Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim 
(Isaac Rice Mansion)

mliSSSSf,
« w s

Dear Commissioner Lehman:

We are writing as attorneys for the Yeshiva Chofetz 
Chaim, the owner of the building located at 346 West 89th 
Street, New York, New York, to express its opposition to 
nomination of the building for the National Register of 
Historic Places. Opposition is based on the grounds that the 
structure does not satisfy the criteria for such inclusion.

National Register listing is proper only where the 
standards for inclusion set forth in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (36 CFR §60.6) are met. These standards are as 
follows:

- That "[t]he quality of significance in American 
history, architecture ... and culture is present in 
... sites, buildings,^,&±j;;uctures, and objects of 
State and local impoftanc^ that possess integrity of 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association and

That such sites (a) "are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history [emphasis added]", (b) are 
associated with the lives of historically significant 
persons, (c) "embody the distinctive characteristics
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of a type, period, or method of construction". (d)
represent the work of a master architect, (e) possess 
'■nign artistic values", (f) represent a ’^significant 
and distinguishable" entity, or (g) may yield 
important historical information.

The regulations provide further that "properties that have 
achieved significance within the past 50 years shall not be 
considered eligible for the National Register ..." unless they 
are "of exceptional importance [emphasis added]."

Measured against these criteria, the building at 346 
West 89th Street does not qualify for inclusion in the National 
Register:

- Quality of Significance. The building has been
described by the staff of the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission as a "... strange eclectic 
structure, rather oddly massed...." Its lack of 
coherence may be attributable to the fact that two 
separate extensions, each designed by a different 
architect, were added to the building during the 
first 20 years of its life. Thus the building 
represents a melange of the work of three different 
architects and is the expression of a variety of 
architectural visions. At most, it incorporates 
architectural motifs, materials, and workmanship 
which were frequently utilized and are better dis­
played in other New York City buildings of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries.

Nor is the building typical of the character 
of its area. Riverside Drive was first developed 
as a street dominated by the attached row house, 
and it later evolved as an urban boundary with 
masonry apartment houses of relatively even cornice 
or initial setback lines. Thus it has always func­
tioned and continues to serve as the delineation of 
the boundary of Riverside Park and of the western 
edge of Manhattan. The building does not enhance — 
indeed, it detracts — from the architectural unity 
of Riverside Drive and the street's relationship to 
the adjacent Park.

-Association with Events. The historical record 
surrounding this property is devoid of events which 
have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of American history, and no such events 
have been cited in the proceedings related to the 
designation of the building as a New York City 
Landmark. j
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- Historically Significant Persons. The building was 
never the home of an historically significant person. 
Its residents were the rich and modestly eccentric 
whose contributions to society — as businessmen or 
otherwise — were substantially less than the 
contributions of their contemporaries. These con­
tributions are insufficient to qualify the building 
for inclusion in the National Register.

- Architectural Characteristics and Quality. Wfi have
already noted that the architectural motifs, 
materials and workmanship ot tne nulldlnq are found 
in many other structur~es or irs era. Here it is 
necessary to add only that bn-ildino i s a rather ..
second-rate example of the work of distinauishpH (hnt- 
not master) architects The attached letter of

" Lemberger-erody Associates notes that the building 
received scant attention in architectural publications 
and guidebooks of its era, substantial evidence of 
its lack of architectural importance and quality.

- Historical Information. No claim has been made that 
the building will yield important historical infor­
mation.

Clearly the building at 346 West 89th Street is not 
one of exceptional importance. This fact is critical, because 
the building was not significant when it was built and has 
achieved its modest notoriety only in the past seven years.
Prior to 1960, it was not listed among the buildings in New'York 
City for which the Municipal Arts Society was seeking landmark 
designation, and it was not so designated after hearings by the 
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission in 1973. We 
submit that the current interest in the property is not based 
on the building's aesthetic qualities or its historical asso­
ciations but rather on frustration with the pattern of land use 
regulation in Manhattan, local sentiment against development 
which conforms to the New York City Zoning Resolution and, at 
least in the case of some neighbors, a desire to preserve the 
views from and the market value of their cooperative apartmentsi

Inclusion of the building at 346 West 89th Street in 
the National Register of Historic Places would be an ultra 
vires act, contrary to both the letter and spirit of the regu- 
lations governing inclusion. Nomination of the building by 
the State of New York for such inclusion would be both illegal ^ 
and inappropriate under such circumstances.
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We would be pleased to provide yfdditional informa-
yction if you believe it necessary in makj^ your determination.

)urs.
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Lanc.^arK /reservation Co.n.tission 

‘City nail, i»e’rt fork

Gentlemen: ■

i have been asKed by the feshiva Chofetz Chaim to v.rite 
a statement about the correctness of designating their 
builcin^ as an historic landmarK.

The follov.ing is an abstract of my remar.-cs before the 
Co-n-tissioner at the hearing'last month.

Lr Tnti

Isaac L. Aice co.niaissionea Herts cc Tallant to design • 
tne original building v.nich v.as completed in 1^0}. 
in IVGd, a ma^or alteration aesignec oy C.F.H. Giloert 
v.aa undertaken, in tnis change, tne Lastern facace 
v.as completely alterec to provice the ;major stair 
lancing, and the entire South-Last v^ing Vvas also added.

In 1V12, C.F.H. Gilbert filed revised access plans to 
recesign the garcen v^all. Tne grand entry stair, equal 
in ’rtictn to tne builcings' facace ana nolcing a stucied 
and cistinct relationship to the mono-nent across the 
street, was reducec and enclosed. At this time, the 
garden was also recesigned anc reduced in size;' part 
of the original is now occupied by nUitper l60 Riverside 
Lrive (please refer to pictures provicec by the Coalition.)

Fifteen years later the semi-circular southern extension 
was acded (arcnitect 'v.illiam Lai.insk) and in the same 
year the dycn street facade was "completed" with the 
addition of a two car garage designed by G..-i. Lavis.

"' ■ J

.mfl

■ 5

'r, ■ ' -



^ EMBERGER BkODY ASSOCIATES r^RCHlTECTS PC

LL

I

FAGL -2-

4.

9
z
LU
10Z

u_
UL

Today neither the builcin^^ nor its garden is the expression 
of one architectural vision.__
/vxC.-ii 11.0TUfCA-u I

In tne years 1904-lVlS various guide oooks v.ere published, 
and v.hile xliverside Lrive is prominently mentioned in most 
of them as a nev. street including fine homes, the kice 
i-Iansion is not.

Tne Kings Handbook v^as a guioebook containing mostly 
photographs and sketches, divided by category, in the 
issues publishea in IVO4, 1906, 1912, 1915 there were 
tv.-o categories which could have included The liice i*ian- 
sion, houses and .hiverside Drive, riov.ever, the build­
ing is not represented.

Henry Collins hrov.n in his guiaeboox published in 1922 
does not mention the nice .-lansion. In H. F. Turnbell's 
guiceboox to the aesthetic pleasures of hev* York, the 
race riansion is also omittea. in 1904, Thomas Cacy 
writes glowingly in the riunsey x^agazine of "fine modern 
houses...bordering the eastern line of the Driveway 
(niverside Drive)... quite unlike any other rietropolitan 
cwellings." He singles out the homes of rir. F. Doelger 
at 100th btreet; x-ir. John H. laathews at 90th Street;
MTS. bertna Foster at 102nd Street; the residence built 
by Cyrus Clarcx; (across the street from the rtice i«Iansion) 
the row at ?6th Street, as well as the homes of S.F. Davis 
and S.G. Bayne at lOSth. The last two, along with 
"Colonial Style Aiansion" at 99th Street are illustrated 
by photograph and etching.

The professional journals of the time are also m’om with 
regards to this structure, while several other mansions 
both on rtiverside Drive and many other parts of the city 
are cited in various architectural publications. The 
work of Herts q: Tallant rates inclusion in a number of 
journals between 19G1 and 1913.
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■Hovvever, the only reference to the nice ^Lnsion is a 
tv;o line state.-nent in a thirty-five page article in the 
January IVOh issue of /U^CniTACTJnAL nECCgL.” Tvvo photo­
graphs (of about 40) inclucec in the article highlight 
tne cnanges on the Eastern facade of the building as 
vvell as the niverside Irive approach, (discussed in 
history.)

in 1933 and again in I960, the i-^iunicipal arts Society 
published a list of i»ianhattan's buildings constructec 
before ^orld 4ar 1 and v,orthy of protectioii. Tne nice 
i-lansion vas not deemed worthy of inclusion on the list 
even in the lowest of the five categories (exhibit 
included). These lists v/ere compiled over a period of 
six years with the aid of the society of architectural 
Historians. Three hundred buildings were designated 
city-wice.

In 1973» the Landmarks Preservation Commission did not 
choose to designaue the nice .•iansion on its merits, 
i-.oreover uhe worx sheet of tne current deliberation 
indicates at best a lukewarm response in terms of its 
arcniuecoural i^ierit. if, as the worxsheet states, the 
’’greatest asset of the house is its site.” The precedent 
of the Lodge riansion of rifth avenue -a building of liutle 
architectural nerit surrounoed by a garden across the 
street from a major park-snould govern.

LLVL^UPi-iLuC OP itlVLhbluE LnlVE

There are those who would suggest tnat niverside Lrive 
was developed as a street of elegant, free standing 
mansions. Lhile this was doubtless the intention of 
so.ne, and though the river, park anc the boulevard 
could have supported such a development,, it cid not 
materialize to any degree. Very early, in this 
century tne four story townhouse began to predominate.
In his book ’’The City uoservec, « Guide to the Arch­
itecture of 1‘lanhattan” Paul Goldberger writes, ”... 
the best place to get a sense of the ole niverside 
Drive as a totality is between 103tn anc lObtn Streets, 
there a full block of fine French beao,v-,.rts townhouses 
built between 1899-190P- remain as a co.mplete and completely 
florio composition,” emphasis mine. The belcher-Hyde Land 
Book of 1912, graphically snows that the next phase of the 
development of the Drive was well on its way.
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Betv.eer. 72nc anc V3th itreeos, no less than 16 apart:.ie:;t 
buildings of eleven stories mean height shared the Lrive 
Kith eignt blocK fronts of tov^rmouses and six mansions, 
ay the mio nineteen tKSuties the pattern anc scale of 
the equal height Kali, as it exists to this day Kas set. 
Tnough different stylistically the feK builcings acded 
in the 30*s and 30's, carriec on the pre-existing 
pattern. I'X. Goldberger continues "as on \.est Lnd 
Avenue all of the buildings (along the Lrive) are good 
and none exceptional, it is the tout ensemble or at 
least the aspiration to it that matters." In discussing 
the Goldiers and bailors monu.nent, i-u'. Goldberger Krites, 
"tne park's most notable architectural element, save for 
Grants Tome...the monument is best seen from the south," 
from tnere it provides a strong foreground focus for 
the curving front of 173-175 *T.iversice Lrive Khich forms 
a benign curtain behind it. The I'ionument, the Apartment 
house anc the trees in the park Join to form the Beaux- 
/irts inspired image of the city beautiful so dreamed of 
in the early years of the century." itiverside Lrive is 
not, anc never Kas a street of private, garden-enclosed 
enclaves, iiather it is a conesive Knole composec in 
equal parts of the river, the park, the curving roacv.ay 
and tne strong Architectural Kail by Khich it is defined.

fours truly.
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ncau”n COMfillSSlOMEB 
HrSlOHiC PBESSfiVAriOFI New York, New York 10003 

March 29, 1980

Mr. Crin Lehman
State Historic Preservation Officer 
New York State Parks & Recreation 
Amency Building 
1 Emnire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238
Dear Mr. Lehman:

received
APRS 1980

I submit this statement on behalf of the Rice Mansion and to 
express my support of the New York City Landmarks Preservation 
Commission's decision in favor of Landmark Designation. In 
addition, I wish to question the conclusions and opinions of ~ 
the minority. Commissioner Beverly Moss Spatt. Having researched 
and.written the report on the Mansion's architectural and his- -■ 
tori cal significance which I presented to the. Landmarks Preser­
vation Commission last September- and having completed the Nation­
al Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form, I 
feel more than adeouately prepared and qualified to comment 
on the Mansion's merits. It has already been established that ■ 
the Rice Mansion meets the standards set forth in the New York 
City Landmarks Law and the National Historic Preservation Act 
of ■'^^66. I am in receipt of a letter from your Office dated 
Februarv 8, 1980, which informs me that the Committee on the ' , 
Registers has already recommended that the Rice Mansion be 
nominated to the National Register.' ’ Due to a proced\iral matter,
I have been inform.ed that the State Review Boarj^„ will consider 
again the nomination. y '■ ^

It is impossible to deny the frequently reiterated fact that 
the Rice Mansion is one of only two remaining freestanding ' i 
mansions on Manhattan's Riverside Drive,’anil, therefore, is ' 
significant as a rare examnle of a particular building't.vne - ' 
which effectively Illustrates a neriod and -pattern of the City's 
urban develcrment and social bistort I find,it perplexing .•
and dismaying that a person of Mrs. Spatt'sdocum^ented exper­
ience and education should deny that such a basic fact exists.
While Mrs. Spatt is entitled to her personal aesthetic judgement, 
her charre’■'-bat the building lacks any architectural, historical, 
or cul-»ural signi-'^iance is inconclusive-and unsubstantiated.
The Rice Mansion is unicue in New York in both its general form and i.ts architentural detail^ The Beaux-Arts trained architects, 
Herts & TallanFi ingeniously designed the residence as a Renais- 
sence-Ceorc^ian villa surrounded by terraced grounds. The grand, 
two-storied entrarcr-’/:ny was conceived as a Serlian or Palladian 
motif monumentalized across the m.ain facade. Of its architectural 
desivn, Paul Goldbermer has written in The City Observed: New York, 
p. 222, "This is a freestanding mansion as imposing as the Andrew 
Carnegie house, now the Cooper-Hewitt Museum, but more pleasantly

s



eccentric." The Beaux-Arts and Georgian Revival st37-les of the 
1-iansi^. the eclecticisr' of the period in which it was
deei/^ned. The harmless word "eolectic", used to describe most 
pre-ivond V.'ar I American buildings, should not be understood as 
a term of criticism. The significance of the Rice Mansion is 
intrinsically connected to its important location on the Drive 
opposite the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument, an almost contempo­
raneously designed Beaux-Arts structure. The two buildings pre­
serve the nuality of the Riverside Drive Scenic Landmark. To­
gether they form a rare instance of architectural and visual 
continuity in the urban environment and preserve a sense of the 
turn-of-the century City Beautiful idea espoused by the Beaux- 
Arts tradition. '• '■

The original owners of the property, Isaac Leopold and Julia 
Barnett Rice, made important contributions to society which are 
well documented and cannot be ignored. Among Rice's many pursuits 
was the founding- of the electric autom.obile industry, now enjoying 
a tentative renascence in these days ci energy crisis and deple­
tion of natural resources. In his Reminiscences of an American 
Scholar, John W. Burgess, an early professor of Columbia Univer­
sity Law School, credits Isaac Rl'^e with fcrm.ulating a system 
of cataloguing the Columbia Law Librarj’- which served as a model 
for Me Tim Signlf icau.tlj^ he ranks Rice with -Theodore--
Roosevelt and Nicholas Murray Butler as the "three very extra­
ordinary men, all of whom have exerted much influence in shaping 
my ov:n life's course." Mrs. Spatt's report dismisses all of* 
Rice's accomplishments, but cites his most equivocal, that of 
inventing the chess gambit. Yet, due to Mr. Rice's ingenuity, 
he played international chess tournaments by cable in his River­
side Drive Mansion and he also possessed one of the earliest 
electric refrigerators, which may have virtually started the 
Industry. Mr, Rice's profile in the American Jewish Year Book 
of 190/1-5, an additional source previously uncited, is one of 
the longer entries and attests to his manj’’ accomplishmients and 
his primary position among American Jewry..In this same volume " 
appears •'■he entrj' of Henry Herts, one of about onlj’’ ten American 
Jewish architects so distinguished. Among his representative 
work is the Villa Julia. Mr. Rice's achievements are also noted 
in the Encyclopaedia Judaicg,.^ v. 14, p. 158.

In the impressive genealogical study bj'’ Malcolm Stern, First 
American Jewish Fam.ilies ^which establishes Jewish families in 
America prior to 1840, the lineage of Julia Kyneman Barnett 
Rice is set forth. Mrs. Rice, an important philanthropist and 
re-^ormer, fought for legislation to contnl noise from river 
commerce and in the vicinitj’ of municipal hospitals and founded 
the Society for the Su-poression of Unnessary Nois^. Her efforts 
to protect the Quality of life in the congested u^ban environ­
ment are of significance to us today. The academic disciplines 
of city planning and environmental studies are relatively new, 
and Mrs. Rice's omission in present academic texts, as observed 
by Mrs. Spatt, shouldn't (jjscredit her contributions.
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Contrp.ry to the opinion of Mrs. Spatt, I believe that the Rice 
Mansion is associated with the lives of persons significant:- ' 
in our past. ' '
Kevins?- rea'^ the firal designation report of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission and' recognizing manj’’ substantive facts, . 
some of th^-^m carried over from my own reports, I do not agree- 
with Mrs, Spatt's claim that it is filled with rhetoric.
On the other hand, Mrs. Spatt's statements are rhetorical, 
and repeated negations with little substantive fact. She 
confuses two separate issues: the significance and preservation
of +he property and the significance and continuance of the 
education of the school. It is unreasonable and unsubstantiated 
for her to suggest that the Yeshiva and its tradition of 
education shall be terminated or endangered as a result of 
Landmark Designation or placement on the National Register. 
of Historic Places, Mrs. Spatt misquotes a 1979 California 
Law Case, Young vs. Mellon, which defines the duties of the 
California State Historic Preservation Officer and does not
pertain the class or quality of the architecture as she so cites.

Sincerely,
0

Joy Kestenbaum
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Heilman, Frances. Bor:: Ociober 4. 1S33. New York. Dauihrer 
of .o~eph Selicnian and 3ake::a Steinhar:. Educated in Xew 
\orn. Studied in Germany for a few years. Married Theodore 
liti.mau (deceasen). Has been president and director o-' 
era. charitabie and oducatior.ni institutions, and is inter'-sted 
:.n musical and iiterary arfairs. Has been school inspector in 
.\e.'. \ork. .ransiated irom :ne German; Heine’s Lvric= and 
Ha!.ads; Kinkei's Tanaara; from the French; Lerov-Beandieu’s 
Israel amone the Nations. Address; care George S. Heilman 309 
V\cst SOth, New York.

Herbst. Eva. Teacher. Born January 3. lii;. near Cincinnati 
0. niaua.tter of Lemuel Ker’csr and Lena Joseph. Educated at 
Cincinnati High School, and Cincinnati Normal School. Pr’marv 
teacher Cincinnati public schools: Hebrew Sab’oaih School teacher 
K. K. Eene Israe’, Cincinnati. .Author; Tales and Customs of 
the Ancient Heb.-ews for Young Readers. .Vddress: 130S Locust 
East Walnut Hiiis. Cincin.nati, 0.

Hsrmalin, David M. Playwright. Bom May 12, 1S65, Vaslln, 
Roumania. Son of .Abraham .Abba Hermaliu. Educated in Buch­
arest. Roumania. ilarried Henrietta X.ustgarten. Was connected as 
journalist with Roumanian newspapers in Bucharest; compelled 
to leave for protesting against the persecution of Jews; arrived 
in New York, liSd; taugnt French, then Hebrew. Was editor 
Daily Jewish Herald, and The Jewish World. Translated into 
liuii.sh most of Zola’s and Tolstoi’s works; Gulliver’s Travels- 
and Bernstein’s Popular Science. Has written a Hebrew pam­
phlet on The Jews and the Freemasons; and in Engiisn an article 
on Roumanian Jews in America. Author: Die Gottheit; Die
Lieue (both scic-ntifle dissertations!, and the following nijvel.s: 
Die Heirath; Frcie Liebe; Letzter Blutsturz; all in Yiddish. 
Has written nine plays. Address: lo2 Powell, Brooklyn.

Herrman, Henry. S. President Union Exchange Bank of New 
\orlw Corn April -7, 1817, New York, Son or’ Simon Ilerrm'in 
and Celia Hubert. Educated at New York public schools and 
privately. Married Jennie Goodman. Was president Mutual 
Relief Association of New- A’ork for sixteen years; president Grand 
lodge Independent Order D’nai B'rith, 1S77-1S79- master Alt 
Neboh Lodge, F. and A. M., 1S3S-1889. Is director of AlonteCore 
Plome for Chronic Invalids .-.ince 1392; traslee of Temple Beth El 
since 1889; and vice-president Hudson Realty Company Founded 
arm of Heilman and Herrman. 1870, which became Henry S 
Herrman k Co., and dissoived, ls86; entered real estate business 
as Adler k Pierrinac, ISbT. Residence: 34 East SOth New York. 
OlSce: 5th Av. corner 2Utli. New York. ’

AT

Herrmann. Leon. Prestidigitateur. Born .M.ar 13. Ii07. Paris. 
France. Sou of Eeiijamiu Her:-ma:;n and Caroline H:;-3iuna:tn. 
Educated at College Siiringe-r. Paris. France. .Marri-i Marie Vedie. 
Was under direction of his uncie. Carl Herrman;.. -vn.n tvsive 
years old; succeeded him in lr?7. Has given ;-rrfor-manc-.# o; 
magic in every large city in the worid. and has a;)pcared. berar- 
almost aii the crowned-.heads of Europe; has given a number o; 
charitable entertainments for the benefit of Jewish institutions; 
gave performance for Hebrew Orphan .Asylum. 19e4. and for the 
benefit of National Jewish Hospital for Consumptives at Denver. 
-Address; 51 West 91si, New Work.

Herts, Henry B. .Architect and Engineer. Born January 23. 
1S71. New A’ork. Son of Henry B. Herts and Esther .Moss. 
Studied at College City of New York, and Columbia University; 
Ecole National des .Arts Decoratives and Ecole National des 
Beaux .Arts, Paris. France: South Kensington .Arts School. Lon­
don. Eng.; at Heidelberg, Germany; and Villa Ludo.-ica. Rome. 
Italy. .Author; Theory of ilodern .Art; The Tenemeiit blouse 
Question; Cement and Iron in Modern Str-actures. Wor’ics; Bates 
Coilfrge, Lewiston, Me.; Smith College. Northampton, Mass.; Villa 
Julia, Lyceum Theatre, New .Amsterdam Theatre, Liberty Theatre, 
New York; the Columbia ilemorial. etc. Address; 32 East 28ih, 
New York.

Hertz, Alfred. Musical Conductor at Metropolitan Opera House, 
New Yoric. Bom July 15, 1872, Frankfort on the Main, Germany. 
Son of Leo Hertz and Sara Koenigsw-eifher. Educated at Gym­
nasium, Frankfort on the .Main, and Ruff Conservaiorium. Con­
ductor Kcftheaier, Alienburg, Saxony, 1392-149-',; Stadltheaier, 
Barmen-Elberfeld, 1S95-1S99; Stadttheater, Biesiau, 1S99-1902. 
Conductor of concerts in London, 1899; of German operas at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, New York, sini.-e 1902. Decorated 
•A'ith order for Art and Science of Saxony. 18j4. Conducted first 
performance of Parsifal outside of Bayreuth, at. Metropolitan 
Opera House, 19u3. Address; Aletropolitan Opera House, New 
York.

Hessberg, Albert. Lawyer (retired). Born December 13, 185C, 
-Albany, N. Y. Son of Simon Hessberg and Hannah AVesthelmer. 
Educated at Albany public and high schools. .Married Frcderika 
Cohen. ’Was assistant corporation coun.sel, coiuiuis-sioiier to draft 
Code of Iaws and Ordinances for I’ae City of .Albany, and re­
corder City of Albany. Governor Albany Hospital; trustee South 
Eud Dispensary, and .Albany City Savings Institution; president 
Albany Jewish Home Society, and Capitol Railway of Albany;
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Rayner, Isidor. Lawyer, United States Senator-elect from Mary­
land. Born April 11, 1850, Baltimore, Md. Son of Wllllara S. 
Rayner. Educated in University of Virginia, Academic and Law 
Departments. Student In law office of Messrs. Brown and Brune, 
Baltimore. Married Miss Sevan. Elected member Maryland Legis­
lature, 1878; was acting chairman of Judiciary Committee during 
the session; returned to practice of law until 1886, when he was 
elected State Senator, again working on the Judiciary Committee 
and taking leading part In debates. Was elected to Congress, 
1886, and has served three times in Congress since, each time 
receiving unanimous nomination; declined nomination for a 
fourth term. Served upon the Committees of Foreign Affairs, 
Coinage, Weights and Measures, and Commerce; was chairman 
Committee on Organization, conducting contest for repeal of the 
Sherman Silver Bill. Elected attorney-general of Maryland, 1899. 
Conducted canvass with Vice-president Stevenson in the Eastern 
States in Cleveland campaigns; was leading counsel for Rear 
Admiral Schley before the Court of Inquiry. Address; 8 East 
Lexington, Baltimore.

Reiwitch, Herman L. Assistant Advertising Manager, Selz, 
Schwab, and Company, Chicago, 111. Born December 25, 1868, 
Odessa, Russia. Son of David Reiwitch and Fannie Zack. Left 
school at eleven years of age to aid in support of family. Came 
to America at the age of three; removed from New York to 
Chicago at twelve. Married B'ay Sachs. Messenger boy until 
fourteen; entered the offlce of The Chicago Tribune, remaining 
there for ten years in the capacity of office boy, reporter, and 
a;-:i!slant ( litor; for one year a.S3lstant city editor Chicago Herald 
(rjcw R.'coru tlcraiil). and for ten years its city editor. Was 
11! :ir report- r on the Tribune during the Haymarket riot, 1886. 
Address; ;>3.3j Prairie Av., Chicago, 111.

Rice, Isaac Leopold. Bom February 22, 1850, Wachenhelm, 
Bavaria. Son of Meier Rice and Fanny Sohn. Educated in public 
schools and Central High School. Philadelphia. Graduate Law 
School Columbia College. 1880. LL. D„ 1902, Bates College. Mar­
ried Julia Hynemann Barnett, 1884. Appointed lecturer on bib­
liography of political science, Columbia College. 1882; took up 
practice of law, 1883; returned to Columbia College as Instructor 
In the Law School, 1884, giving courses of lectures on history of 
the courts in England and America; resigned, 1SS6, to devote him­
self to railroad law. Reorganized Brooklyn Elevated Railroad 
Company; helped to reorganize St. Louis and Southwestern Rail­
way, 1885; also Rio Grande Division Texas-Pacific; became director 
Richmond Terminal and Rlchmond-Danvllle and Tennessee Sys-
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A radical m his social outlook and a champion of 
freedom of thought, Rice resigned as regional dirc'ctor of 
the Federal Theater Project in New York City in 1936 as a 
protest against Washington censorship. In order to be 
imiependent of producers, he joined Maxwell Anderson, 
Robert li. Sherwood, and S.N.*Behrman in forming the 
P! tywrighls’ Company. Judgment Day (1934), based on the 
Reichstag fire trial, and Flight to the If'est (1940) were both 
strong anti-Nazi dramas. Between Two lyorlds (1934) 
dramatized the contrasts between American beliefs and 
Communist ideology. Rice held that the theater was a 
forum for “the discussion of problems... that affect the 
lives and happiness of millions,” but that did not prevent 
him from writing appealing little plays like The Left Bank 
(1931) and Two on an Island (1940). Not for C hildren (1935) 
was a satire on the theater.

His other plays include See Naples and Die (1929), A New Life . 
(1944). The Grand Tour (1951), and Love Among the Ruins (1963). 
Two of his novels were Imperial City (1937), and The Show Must 
Co On (1949). Rice published an autobiography. Minority Report, 
in 1963.

Bibliography; R. Hogan, Independence of Elmer Rice (1965); J. 
Meersand, Traditions in American Literature. A Study of Jewish 
Characters and Authors (1939), 25-32, index; B. Mantle, 
Contemporary American Playwrights (1941), 54-61; S.J. Kunitz,
Twentieth Century A uthors. first supplement (1955), inch bibl.

U.Mer.)

RICE, ISAAC LEOPOLD (1850-1915). U.S. lawyer and 
promoter. Rice was born in Wachenheim, Bavaria, and 
taken as a child to Philadelphia. He abandoned a career in 
music to study law, graduating from Columbia Law School 
in 1880 where he taught from 1882 to 1886. He devoted 
himself to railroad law, and was instrumental in reorganiz­
ing several southern railroads, which later constituted the 
Southern Railway, and the Philadelphia and Reading Rail­
road. In the 1890s Rice turned to electrical inventions, work­
ing on the electric storage battery, electric automobiles, 
and electric boat industries. He was president of the Electric 
Boat Co., the National Torpedo Co...the Electric Storage 
Battery Co., the American Casein Co., and numerous other 
firms manufacturing railway and marine vehicles and 
rubber tires. A prominent chess player. Rice invented the 
“Rice Gambit” opening and received the silver trophy for 
the International Universities Chess Match. Rice wrote 
U7ia/ Is Music? (1875) and contributed to several 
periodicals, including The Forum, which he founded.

Bibliography: AJYB, 6 (1904/05). 167-8; AJHSP, 25 (1917), 
l75-6;yVewror*rrm«(Nov.3. 1915). 15. ‘

RICE, JAMES P. (1913- ), U.S. organization executive. 
Rice was born in Cleveland. From 1936 to 1945 he served as 
a case worker and later as an administrator in Cleveland, 
Chicago, and New York. At the end of World War II he 
was appointed by the ‘American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee to supervise its program for the resettlement of 
Jewish refugees in Italy, France, Switzerland, and Austria. 
In 1956 Rice became executive director of ‘United HIAS 
Service, in which capacity he worked to strengthen the 
organization’s ties with other international Jewish bodies. 
During this period he also served as representative to the 
United Nations on behalf of the International Council on 
Jewish Social and Welfare Services. [u ^ ]

RICE, JOSEPH MAYER (1857-1934). U.S. physician, 
editor, and educator. Rice, who was born in Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania, was a pediatrician. Interested in problems of
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/S67(1953).
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^ ■%-9:op POLT^^l SClENcilif4
■ -»V , 'H'h« could the trustee* «t jic conference ttJ'

* T_________ . a • . "'
JZ . ., —T-o--------  *~>^wva«a Wiucrcnce CO|i| it aside. I suggcafied to him to have two or three more
^ ---- oo—•••«• 1.W iiavc two or uiree moTe'*^«the professors in ibe School of Mine* faculty brought ll
ihto the faculty of as members of this latter faculty 
iSIKilinff an hnnr cjl_i .# -r-----------%#» USM I***^^^t i^CUliyipching an hour wr|* a week in the SAool of Arts and
Wwke th<>ir ularSac.^ia ..U_______ ^ §>t§»ke their salaries|* diarge on the iMlege treasury, 
Ilyich would be iniftnectly, by so mudh a contribution 
*W the School of Miwes. This was so sithplc that it had 
^ped the thought of the good president. He seized 
^it, however. withWvidity and carried! it through. He 

gave me the credit for it to the processors, and the 
^essors thus beac|M and they did not wholly forget 
h^hen the School of Political Science came into being. 
Taiey. however, did not consider anything science except 
natural science and fait that we were spending money 
out of the treasury which could be much better em- 
ployed. The faculty of the School of Medicine, finally.

too far removed from the college connection at that 
time to take any notice of us. and it had no voice in the
counsels of the college, whatever might have been its 
views.

It was not a promising outlook. Enemies and critics 
beset us on all sides. But of friends there were a few, and 
these were staunch and powerful. Two of these in par- 
ticular we could always rely on, Ruggles and Barnard, 
the most influential and far-sighted trustee and the presi­
dent of the college. It would have been a weak person­
ality indeed who did not find encouragement in such 
allies. About a dozen students registered for the first 
year of the school’s operation, all of them of fine quality

111

mm
m

5S||

the cleverest things in the literature of that art, while 
his monographs on the topics of constitutional and inter­
national law and ]X)Iitical and social science are among 
the soundest and best expressed to be found in any litera­
ture. It was not only a great pleasure to instruct him, but 
it was highly profitable both to his classmates and to

,. -mt^SidkOOL OF POLtSPlCAL. SCIENCE^ til
‘

^ and spirit, the majority of them having successfully < Ip; 
failed the completiob of the junior ye^ in the School '

' <rf Arts. They all entered upon the work with enthusi- • :||| 

asm and pursued it v^th marked ability and succeri to 
I thdend, and some of ^em went on as candidates for the 
’ doer’s degree. They'iill became zealous propagandisu 

of the school both aaitong the students and alumni of 
tho School of Arts attd outside the institution in the 
larger world. They alt|felt that they had acquired a new 
method of work whitih had brought fai|richer results 
than they had before f^perienced. f 

During the first tw(i years of the school, I came into 
contact with three very extraordinary meh, all of whom 
have exerted much influence in shaping my own life's 
course. They were Isaac L. Rice, Theodore Roosevelt, 
and Nicholas Murray Butler. The first of these, Mr.
Rice, now gone from earth, was one of the most ingen­
ious minds that ever came under my tutelage. He was a 
German-Hebrew by birth and possessed both the Ori- 
enul imagination and the Teutonic scientific spirit. He 
was about thirty years of age when I first knew him, but 
exhibited already the maturity of scholarship of a man 
of fifty. He was as profound in music as in constitutional 
law. His little treatise entitled What is Mustek is one of
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160 Rirerside Drive

Mr. Orin Lehman
State Historic Preservation Officer

Empire State Plaza
Agency Building #L, Albany, N.T. 12238

Dear Mr, Lehman:

I would like to add my voice to those that strongly sup­
port nomination of the Rice Mansion on Riverside Drive 
and 89th Street, NIC, to the National Register,

Shortly after its completion, the Architectural Record 
published an article on the Rice Mansion as an outstand­
ing example of American architecture on a national level. 
It cited the architects as pre-eminent in their field and 
practitioners of unique individualism. Now that many of 
their works have been destroyed or mutilated, the Rice 
Mansion becomes all the more valuable as part of the city, 
and indeed, the nation's architectural heritage.

Furthermore, this building fulfills the criteria for a 
landmark and historic place in the most basic of ways.
It is seen and noted by countless people every day, not only 
because of its design merits, but because of its highly 
visible and prominent position in concert with the Soldiers 
and Sailors Monument. Its loss would affect the entire city.

,v.

■ . 
...........

I strongly urge that the Mansion be nominated to the National 
Register as soon as possible.

Very truly yo'

Emerson Gardner



NvwYork Chapter 
The American Institute of Architects 
20 West 40th Street 
New York. New York 10018 
(212) 730-1221

3.9.1980
Mr. Orin Lehman
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238

‘■■‘■-'■-41980 "hi

Dear Mr. Lehman:

At its regular monthly meeting of March 6, 1980, 
the Historic Buildings Committee of the A.I.A.
(New York Chapter) voted to urge the expeditious 
and favorable review of the Rice Mansion, at 89th 
Street and Riverside Drive, for National Register 
listing. The Committee, which vigorously supported 
Landmark designation efforts for the building, also 
strongly endorses the listing of this structure 
on the National Register.

«/AIA
In our opinion, the historic significance is three-fold, 
The Rice Mansion is, first, an important site in New 
York City, being one of the last two freestanding 
mansions on Riverside Drive, with an ample yard, 
located at a critical point of this important Avenue. 
Second, the building is an unconventional, arresting, 
but very successful synthesis of the Beaux-Arts and 
Georgian revival styles. Third, it is an important 
example of the turn of the century private house, 
a building type which became obsolete a decade later.

fc:
Built on a bluff overlooking the Hudson River, the 
Rice Mansion is an important structure, memorable 
for all New Yorkers, and certainly appropriate for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places 
As you know, it is the subject of a preservation 
controversy in New York, and we feel that it is 
important to act as quickly as possible in this 
instance.

•if' :

1^:,

YoHn<^| very truly.

ChrTstophe 
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Frederic and Charlotte Wile 
160 riverside drive

NEW YORK. N. Y. 10024

March 20, 1980

Orin Lehman, State Historic Preservation Officer 
NY3 Office Of Parks and Recreation,
Empire State Plaza 
Agency Building #1 ■;.
Albany, N'.Y.'12238 ' '

Dear Mr.Lehman»
^ Vifb- 'strongly-urge that the Isaac Rice Mansion 

at 346 West ■89th ..St., (corner Riverside Drive),
New York County be nominated to the National 
Register of Historic Places. It is truly a 
a historic building and a cultural resource 
worthy of preservation.

It is terribly important that the beautiful " : 
old buildings that we have left (especially >
along Riverside Drive, and across from the 
Soldiers & Sailors Monument) be preserved and 
kept out of the hands of predatory real estate 
interests and their political allies, whose 
only interest is to construct high rise 
apartment houses and to line their pockets in 
the process. 'He hope and trust that you v/ill 
resist these forces in the interest of  ̂
preserving the aesthetic quality of .:>tSl^' c i \; f ^ neighborhood. ( V F L) n

.'■hvr-W--'

.... .-
. -.SI": •>.-

4y.-; -i* . .PS*;--

' ‘I . ' ■ .: • --r »'•

Yours Sincerely, 1V1AR251880

.-... .7 •

\



■J

■I

173 Riverside Drive 
New York, N.Y. 10024

,v:i

March 17, 1980

i*.

Mr. Orin Lehman
State Historic Preservation Officer 
NYS Office of Parks and Recreation 
Empire State Plaza, Agency Bldg. #1 
Albany, New York 12238

t C i: i V E D1

i\1AR211980

Dear Mr. Lehman:

This is to express support for the nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places of the Isaac L. Rice Mansion at 89th Street and Riverside 
Drive in Manhattan, New York City.

The Rice Mansion is one of only two free-standing mansions remaining 
on Riverside Drive and, as such, is evocative of the turn of the century 
period when the Drive was entirely lined by such structures. It sits in 
a mini-park and is visually an integral part of a total setting encompassing 
the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument, Riverside Drive, and Riverside Park, 
all three of which are themselves landmarked sites.

Besides the structure itself, it is associated with the lives of its builder, 
Isaac L. Rice,and his descendants, a remarkable family about whom it 
has been recently written in the New York Times that "between them (they) 
did almost everything". Mr. Rice himself was a businessman and Professor 
of law, as well as being an author, a literary editor, a philanthropist, and 
an enduring chess enthusiast. His wife was one of the earliest women 
medical doctors in New York. Their children were active in women's rights, 
arts and civic activities.

In sum, I submit that this building and its setting more than meet the 
established criteria for nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places. If our society is serious about preserving meaningful representations 
of our national heritage, you as the appointed representative of that society 
cannot but act positively on this proposed nomination.

MAR 2 51230
DSFUTY
HISTORIC FRSSEn\fATi0f 
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The Citizen’s Coalition To Pres^’Mt^teS^U^ltiBeLWansion 
R £ 0 £ RiversWfeiwe "New York, NY 10024

MAKE IT A 
.LANDMARK.

mThe Isaac L Rice Mansion 
Riverside Drive at 89th Street

March 18, 1980

b Z/wR26l9a)
./Deputy commissioneiiHlsWlC^PMSERVATlOH

Commissioner Orin Lehman
State Department of Parks and Recreation
Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York

Re: The Isaac L. Rice Mansion

Dear Mr. Lehman:

Thank you for your letter of February 29, 1980. While 
we do not agree that your office was required to give the 
Rice Mansion's owner additional time to comment on the pro­
posal to list the Mansion on the National Registry, we appre­
ciate that every effort will be made by your office to see 
that this process will not be delayed beyond the new manda­
tory 30-day comment period.

We understand that this comment period will expire at 
the end of March or in early April, 1980.

We also appreciate your offer, made to the undersigned 
during a recent telephone conversation, to have a representa­
tive of the Commission testify at the Board of Estimate hear­
ing on the eligibility of the Rice Mansion for National 
Registry and the reasons for the current delay in the regis­
try process.

Would you also please ask Mr. Lyons or Mr. Gobrecht of 
your office to advise the undersigned at 212-355-5522, when 
the Preservation Commission's April hearing date is set. In 
addition, we would like the opportunity to refute any claims 
made by the owner of the Rice Mansion that this structure is 
not eligible for registry; to that end, would you also ask 
Mr. Lyons or Mr. Gobrecht to advise the undersigned if and 
when the owner or any other opponent of registry has filed 
any comments in this proceeding.
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The Citizen’s Coalition To Preserve The Isaac L Rice Mansion 
Box 13B 160 Riverside Drive New York, NY 10024

Conimissioner Orin Lehman 
Page 2
March 18, 1980

MAKE IT A 
.LANDMARK.

__/
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The Isaac L. Rice Mansion 
Riverside Drive at 89th Street

I-

I; Finally, we assume that the Commission's previous finding 
of eligibility will stand unless unrefuted evidence that the 
Mansion does not meet the Commission's architectural eligi­
bility criteria is introduced through primary source informa­
tion during this 30-day period.

For the record, we ask that all doctiments, correspond­
ence and comments previously submitted on behalf of registry 
remain in your active file.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

del M. Rudell

r

k.
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OFFICE FOR METROPOLI 
Christopher Gray, Director A

2 1 6 West 89th Street 
New York, NY 10024 
telephone 212-799-0520

Mr. Orln Lehman _ _
New York State Parks & RecreaTtiTon 
Division of Historic Preservation
Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238

Dear Mr. Lehman:

Permit me to express my strong support for National Register 
listing of the property known as the Rice Mansion, at the 
southeast corner of 89th and Riverside Drive in New York City. 
Although I understand an extension has been granted to certain 
parties requesting a delay in your proceedings, I hope you will 
expeditiously complete your deliberations and designate this 
important property.

For myself, as an architecture historian, the Rice Mansion has 
two primary areas of significance. As a building type, this 
structure is of great interest, being one of the last two free­
standing mansions on Riverside Drive. Architecturally, the syn­
thesis of the newly popular colonial and Beaux-Arts styles is 
extremely interesting and, to my mind, pleasing in Itself. Further­
more, the execution of this early 20th century mansion in brick, 
rather than the customary limestone or granite, is quite uncommon, 
seen only in a few other houses, like the Carnegie Mansion, now 
the Cooper-Hewltt Museum. . v. . . : - -

As a historic site and structure, this building has strong support 
from the professional community. Few, if any, question its merits, 
even though its present owners have waged a strong campaign 
against recognition. I urge you to approve the listing of 
the Rice Mansion on the National Register of Historic Places.

very truly

stopher S.

ii..
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12238 Information 518 474-0456
Orin Lehman, Commissioner

May 2, 1980

Lynn Beebe
Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
440 G Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear L3mn:
Re: Rice Mansion

New York County

The nomination form for the Rice Mansion is enclosed. 
Because this site is currently threatened with demolition, 
we request that you review this nomination as soon as 
possible so that it can be listed on the Register promptly.

Thank you very much.
Sincerely, ^

Ann Webster Smith 
Deputy Commissioner for 
Historic Preservation

:e, ::

t' ■ i t. ■ 
('■.

ml 
Enc,

I

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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CATHERINE CHADONIC 
CITIZENS COALITION TO PRESERVE 

THE ISAAC RICE MANSION 
160 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10024

' .'f,"

WE HAVE RECEIVED THE NOMINATION FOR THE ISAAC L. RICE MANSION 

346 WEST 89TH STREET, NEW YORK COUNTY, NEW YORK. THE NOMINATION 

HAS UNDERGONE A RIGOROUS EVALUATION BY THE STATE HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION OFFICER WHO HAS RECOMMENDED THAT IT BE LISTED IN 

THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS 

OF EVALUATING THE NOMINATION NOW. WE URGE THOSE INVOLVED IN 

MAKING THE DECISION ABOUT THE FUTURE DISPOSITION OF THE BUILDING 

TO DELAY THAT DECISION UNTIL EVALUATION HAS BEEN COMPLETED, IN 

APPROXIMATELY 3 IVEEKS.

II

CC: MR. ORIN LEHMAN
COMMISSIONER 
PARKS AND RECREATION 
AGENCY BUILDING #1 
EMPIRE STATE PLAZA 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12238

"X-

SiCUWTY CUSSinCATION
CAROL D. SHULL

ACTING KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL 
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1
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1
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WE HAVE RECEIVED THE NOMINATION FOR THE ISAAC L RICE MANSION 346 

WEST 89TH STREET, NEW YOW COUNTY, NEW YORK, THE NOMINATION HAS 

. UNDERGONE A RIGOROUS EVALUATION BY THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

OFFICER WHO HAS RECOMMENDED THAtIt BE LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

;3
a
i

OF HISTORIC PLACES. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF EVAL.UATING THE NOMINATION

Sr-
£
I".

NOW. WE URGE THOSE INVOLVED IN MAKING THE DECISION ABOUT THE FUTURE 

DISPOSITION OF THE BUILDING TO DELAY THAT DECISION UNTIL EVALUATION 

HAS BEEN COMPLETED, IN APPROXIMATELY 3 WEEKS.
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I TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project: i^lOywo Coy-^

To/^soiiii CMhMfV!^ Clie-Jidm-c Date: C?/fc/8o

Address: Phone: cxo^-

Staff Member: L .(bjUU>^ Division: M _

Report:
^oApUcpS^"^
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PETER F, TUFO 
JOSEPH F. JOHNSTON, JR. 
JOHN E, ZUCCOTTl 
ANTHONY G. CHASE* 
DENNIS R. YEAGER 
WAYNE E. BATCHELER 
ANDREW S. BERKMAN 
PAUL D. SELVER

TUFO, JOHNSTON & ZUCCOTTl
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

6A5 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10023 

(213) 752 < 8668 1815 H STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 

(202) 223 -9624

MARTIN J. OPPENHEIMER 
NICHOLAS SCOPPETTA 

COUNSEL

CERTIFIED MAIL
ANITA F. BARRETT 
PETER M. GILMAN 
JOHN L. KELLY 
JONATHAN LANG 
CHESTER R. SHIELDS 
CLINTON B. SMITH 
MARTIN F. OPPENHEIMER*

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED •aomittco only in the

DISTRICT or COLUMBIA

June 5, 1980

Ms. Sarah G. Oldham, Acting Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register
Heritage, Conservation & Recreation 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243

Re: Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim 
(Issac L. Rice Mansion 
346 West 89th Street 
New York, New York)

Dear Ms. Oldham;

As attorneys for the owner of the referenced prop­
erty, Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim of Radun Rabbinical Institute, 
Inc., we wish to advise you that the owner opposes listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places on the grounds 
that the building does not satisfy the criteria therefor set 
forth in 36 C.F.R. 60.1 et. seq.

We respectfully request that the deadline for the 
written comments be extended to June 30, 1980 so that we may 
have the opportunity to prepare appropriate documentation in 
opposition to listing.

Very truly yours.

John E. ccotti
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SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
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6/10/80
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[SAAC L. RICE MANSION, I

•W YORK. THE NOMINATION HAS 

PATE REVIEW BOARD, A PANEL OF 

UlCHITECTURE, AND ARCHEOLOGY. 
tCE MANSION MEETS THE NATIONAL

mr~HEGISTER CRITERIA, THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER HAS RECOM-i

■v;

' -V 'i' ^ 'I

MENDED THAT THE BUILDING BE LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICI
PLACES. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF EVALUATING THE NOMINATION NOW. OUR iII
REVIEW IS SCHEDULED FOR CONPLETION NEXT WEEK, FOLLOWING THE CLOSE OF '■

‘v.-
' THE PUBLIC COMMENTING PERIOD ON JUNE 17.

CAROL D. SHULL

IIACTING KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL 1 
REGISTER i

SECURITY CUSSinCATION

ft PACE NO. 
1

NO. Of PCS. 
2

tTANDARO PO«M 14
HEVISED AUGUST 1947
GSA PPM* (41 CFR) 101-35.304

ft U.S.Governm«M Printing Office: 1975—S65-242



TELEGRAPHIC MESSAGE
NAME OF AGENCY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION 

SERVICE
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

PRECEDENCE

ACTON:

INFO: regular

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

ACCOUNTING CLASSIFICATION DATE PREPARED TYPE OF MESSAGE

W4360A2015 6/10/80 r~i
FOR INFORMATION CALL

1 1 SINGLE

name PHONE NUMBER
□ KX3K

LYNN BEEBE 202-343-6401 1 1 MULTIPLE-ADDRESS

THIS SPACE FOR USE OF COMMUNICATION UNIT

MESSAGE TO BE TRANSMIHED (Use double spacing and all capital letters)

TO: MAYOR E. KOCH
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
52 CHAMBERS STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007

ATTENTION: ROBERT KANDEL

WE HAVE RECEIVED THE NOMINATION FOR THE ISAAC L. RICE MANSION, j
I346 WEST 89TH STREET, NEW YORK COUNTY, NEW YORK. THE NOMINATION HAS \
I

UNDERGONE A RIGOROUS EVALUATION BY THE STATE REVIEW BOARD, A PANEL OF j
I

PROFESSIONALS IN THE FIELDS OF HISTORY, ARCHITECTURE, AND ARCHEOLOGY, j
!I

IN CONCURRENCE WITH THE BOARD THAT THE RICE MANSION MEETS THE NATIONAIJ
I

REGISTER CRITERIA, THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER HAS RECOM- j
i

MENDED THAT THE BUILDING BE LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORllc
I

PLACES. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF EVALUATING THE NOMINATION NOW. OUR 1 

REVIEW IS SCHEDULED FOR CONPLETION NEXT WEEK, FOLLOWING THE CLOSE OF | 

THE PUBLIC COMMENTING PERIOD ON JUNE 17.

CAROL D. SHULL

ACTING KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL 
REGISTER

SECURITY OASSIRCATION

PACE NO. 
1

NO. Of PCS. 
2

STANDARD FORM 14
REVISED AUGUST 1967
GSA fPMR (41 CFR) 101-35.306

U.S.Government Printing Office: 197S—565-242



TELEGRAPHIC MESSAGE
NAA5E Of AGENCY PRECEDENCE

AaiON:

INFO:

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

ACCOUNTING ClASSIFICATION DATE PREPARED TYPE OF MESSAGE

FOR INFORMATION CALL
r~| siNGLE

NAME
PHONE NUMBER

□ BOOK

1 1 MUITIPIE-ADORESS

THIS SPACE FOR USE OF COMMUNICATION UNIT

MESSAGE TO BE TRANSMIHED (Ust doubU spacing and all capital lettm)

TO:

CC: ANDREW STEIN
MANHATTAN BOROUGH PRESIDENT 
2050 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007

CATHERINE CHADONIC 
CITIZENS COALITION TO PRESERVE THE 

ISAAS RICE MANSION 
160 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10024

■V .->5

SECURITY ClASSIHCATION

PAGE NO. 
2

NO. Of PCS. 
2

nANDARO POtM 14
REVISED AUGUST 1967
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-35.306

AU.S.Government Printing Office: 1975—565-242



Berle, Butzel, Kass & Case
45 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10020

ALBERT K. BUTZEL 
STEPHEN L.KASS 
PETER A. A. BERLE 
CLIFFORD P. CASE HZ

TELEPHONE 
(212) 765-1BOO

COUNSEL

STEPHEN A. LEFKOWITZ
PHILIP H.GITLEN 
JEAN C. BERMAN 
JUDITH LaBELLE LARSEN 
MICHAEL B.GERRARD

June 12, 1980

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the Register 
Heritage Conservation 

& Recreation Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243

Isaac L. Rice Mansion 
346 West 89th Street 
New York, New York

Dear Ms. Beebee:

This firm serves as New York counsel to the National 
Center for Preservation Law, and I write to you in that capa­
city. On behalf of the National Center we currently repre­
sent the Citizens Coalition to Preserve the Isaac L. Rice 
Mansion, a broad-based organization which has been active in 
the effort to save the Mansion.

The case in support of inclusion of the Mansion on 
the National Register is strong, as clearly evidenced by the 
nomination report forwarded to you by the State Historic Pre­
servation Officer. We urge your speedy and favorable action 
on the nomination.

Sincerely,

\$M
Kass
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MAKE IT A

The Citizen’s Coalition To Preserve The Isaac L. Rice Mansion
Box 13B 160 Riverside Drive New York, NY 10024

LANDMARK

The Isaac L. Rice Mansion 
Riverside Drive at 89th Street

Jme 13, 1980

Ms. Lynn Beebe
Heritage Conservation and Recreation 

Service
Department of the Interior 
440 G Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Beebe:

In connection with your consideration of the Isaac L.
Rice Mansion for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places, we are pleased to enclose for your file:

1. a current list of persons and organizations in 
support of preserving the Isaac L. Rice Mansion;

2. a recent story on the Rice Mansion by Eleni 
Constantine, Associate Editor of Architectural Record;

3. a sampling of letters and statements supporting 
preservation of the Rice Mansion.

We hope that these enclosures highlight the significant 
architectural merits of the Rice Mansion, as well as its importance 
to the community.

Should you require any additional information please do 
not hesitate to contact us.

JMR: emb 
Ends.

Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested

OEL M. RUDELL 
b-Chairperson

fe.
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The Citizen’s Coalition To Preserve The Isaac L Rice Mansion 
Box 13B 160 Riverside Drive New York, NY 10024

LANDMARK

The Isaac L. Rice Mansion 
Riverside Drive at 89th Street

PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE ISAAC L. RICE MANSION

1. Representatives of professional organizations, museums and universities:

|y:
W-

New York State Parks & Recreation, 
Committee on Registers 

National Trust for Historic
Preservation, Washington, DC 

The American Institute of Architects, 
New York Chapter, Historic 
Buildings Committee 

Institute for Architectural and 
Urban Studies

Society of Architectural Historians

The Victorian Society, Preservation 
Committee

laie Fine Arts Federation of New 
York

The Municipal Arts Society

Metropolitan Historic Structures 
Association 

Classical America

National Center for Preservation Law 
New York Landmarks Conservancy

Museum of the City of New York 
Whitney Museum of American Art 
The Cooper-Hewitt Museum

Museum of Modern Art

Dyckman House Museiim
(Friends of Dyckman House Museum) 

South Street Seaport Museum 
Architectural Record

Orin Lehman, State Historic 
Preservation Officer 
Kathryn Welch, Director 
N.E. Regional Office 
Wids DeLaCour, Chairman

Peter Wolf, Chairman

Adolf Placzek, President
Avery Librarian, Columbia University

Margot Gayle, Chairperson 
Selma Rattner, Vice Chairperson .
Jack Lowery, President
Terence H. Benbow, Vice President
Margot Wellington
Laurie Beckleman, Project Director 
Mary Black, Trustee 
Mrs. Ann Wood, President

Michael George, President 
Henry Hope Reed, former President 
Paul Byard, Esquire
Susan Henshaw Jones, Executive Director

Louis S. Auchincloss, President 
Flora Miller Irving, President 
Isabelle S. Silverman, Piiblic Information 
Officer
Patrick Cunningham, Dept. Manager
James M. Findlay
John Brennan, President

John Hightower
Charles King Hoyt, Associate Editor

Rev. 6/9/80
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Staten Island Historical Society 
Preservation League of Staten Island 
Roosevelt Island Historical Society 
Morris-Jtimmel Mansion

(Washington Headquarters 
Association, Inc.)

Bronx County Historical Society 
Edgar Allan Poe Cottage 

Washington Heights-Inwood Historical 
Society

Arts InterAction (Washington Heights- 
Inwood Community)

Queens County Farm Museiim (Colonial 
Farmhouse Restoration Society 
of Bellerose)

New York City National Shrine 
Association

Queens Council on the Arts 
Friends of Central Park, Greenswald 

Foundation
Fraunces Tavern Museum

(Sons of the Revolution) 
Wyckoff-Bennet Homestead, Brooklyn 
J. M. Kaplan Fund 
Brenden Gill 
Mosette Glaser Broderick

Morrison H. Heckscher

Marvin D. Schwartz

ii;
The Graduate School of Architecture 

& Planning, Columbia University 
Department of Fine Arts, New York 

University 
Dr. William Murtagh

William Kornblum

Jan Hird Pokorny 
Johnson/Burgee
Chermayeff S Geismar Associates 
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill 
Sasson & Diamond Associates 
Oppenheimer, Brady & Vogelstein 
Abramovitz Harris Kingsland 
Hardy Holzman Pfeiffer Associates

Brian McMahon, Director 
Barnett Shepherd, President 
Audrey D. Braver, Trustee 
Jane Sullivan Crowley, 
Executive Director

Kathleen McAuley, Manager 

Patricia Young, Vice President

Merike Sheinkin, Program 
Director
Jim Trent, President

Virginia Fuentes, Treasurer

Jean P. Weiss, Executive Director 
Bob Makla, Founder

Christine Miles,
Museiam Director
Rev. Frank Curtis Williams
Joan K. Davidson, President
Chairman, New York Landmarks Conservancy
President, Society of Architectural
Historians, New York Chapter
Curator of American Decorative Arts,
Metropolitan Museum of Art
Lecturer, Metropolitan Museum of Art

James Stewart Polshek, Dean 
James Marston Fitch, Professor 
Sarah B. Landau, Assistant Professor

Director of Historic Preservation, 
Columbia University 
Professor of Urban Planning, City 
University of New York

Architect
Philip Johnson
Ivan Chermayeff
Paul Vieyra, Architect
Jan Allen Diamond, Architect
Herbert B. Oppenheimer, Architect
James A. Kingsland, Architect
Hugh Hardy, Architect

Rev. 6/9/80
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Denls Kuhn

Giorgio Cavaglieri

Stanley Abercrombie 
Barry Benepe 
Edgar Tafel 
Michael A. Rubenstein 
Joy Kestenbaum 
Missy Dierickx

Architect, former Chairman AIA,
Historic Buildings Committee
New York State Preservation Coordinator
and Member Historic Buildings Committee, AIA
Architect, Editor Contract Interiors
Architect
Architect, AIA
Architect
Architectural Historian 
Architectural Preservationist

Office of Metropolitan History Christopher Gray, Director

2. Representatives of community organizations, associations cind buildings:

Community Board 7 Sally Goodgold, Chairperson

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States, Department of 
New York, Inc.

Cathedral Church of St. John 
the Divine 

Rabbi David Glazer 
Rabbi Markus Halberstam

William F. Ward, New York State 
Commander

The Very Reverand James Parks Morton, 
Dean
Brooklyn Heights Synagogue

I:

Federation of West Side Block 
Associations, Inc.

West Side Cha3atiber of Commerce 
Neighborhood Association to Preserve 

Fifth Avenue Houses, Inc.
West 71st Street Association 
West 72nd Street Block Association,

West 73rd Street Block Association 
West 79th Street Musevim Block Assn. 
West 82nd Street Block Association 
West 87th Street Block Association 
West 93rd Street Block Association 
West 99th Street Association 
West 104th Street Block Association 
United Block Associations of Park 

Slope, Brooklyn 
Herbert J. DeVarco

M. Polayes, Executive Director

Murray Siegel, President 
Thomas Draper, Secretary

Nini Norstrom, Treasurer
Bob Haft, President
Pat Hetkin, Executive Vice President
Jan Levy, Vice President
John Diele, President
Mary Francis Shaughnessy, President
Richard W. Greene, President
Carole Greene, Chairperson
Sarah 01mstead. President
Eugene F. Whelan, President
Douglas M. Kerr, President
Norman Minor, President

Attorney, former Vice Chairman of West 
Side Organizations

Rev. 6/9/80
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Broadway Democratic Club
Ansonia Independent Democratic Club

Jim Weikart, President 
Debbie L. Mandelker, President

Jewish Association for Services for 
the Aged, Senior Citizens Com­
munity Program

St. Matthew's and St. Timothy's 
Neighborhood Center, Inc.

All Angels' Chruch, Center for Older 
Persons

West End Collegiate Church Leisure 
Center

National Council of Jewish Women,
New York Section, Katherine 
Engel Center for Older People

Project Find, Find Aid for the Aged, Inc.
Association of Black Social

Workers, Senior Citizens Center
Senior Citizens Crime Prevention 

Program
Goddard-Riverside Senior Center,

Human Resources Administration,
City of New York

Alfred Adler Mental Hygiene Clinic
Stephen Wise Synagogue Golden Age 

Club

Wendy Most

Caroline Zablanty, Director 

Helen Milholland, Director 

Judith Gorsuch

Charles Elvey, Program Director

Eugenia R. Simmons, Director 
Robert G. Jones, Director

Joseph Carbone, Director 

Peter Slevin, President

John Amandolare, Assistant*. Director 
Paula Casper, Director

131 Riverside Apartments Corporation 
160 Riverside Apartments Corporation 
173-175 Tenants Corporation 
90 Riverwest Corporation (180 River­

side Drive)
243 Riverside Drive Corporation 
380 Riverside Tenants' Corporation 
270 West End Tenants' Corporation 
565 West End Avenue
600 West End Avenue Corporation
601 West End Avenue Corporation 
Phoenix House Foundation

Raymond Hoey 

Clara dayman

Board of Directors 
Peter Millones, President 
John H. Carley, President 
Joan Rudd, Board of Directors, 
Secretary
Daniel Beekman, President
James A. Fenniman
Louise Fener, Director
Board of Directors
Eric Balber, President
Penelope Westerbeck, Director
Kevin McEneaney, Director of
Public Information
President, West Side Cotincil for
Cooperatives
Friends of Riverside Park S 
Riverside Drive

3. Other prominent persons:

Robert Moses NYC builder, developer 
Triborough Bridge and Tunnel 
Authority, Consultant

Rev. 6/9/80
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David M. Kahn

Ed Gunther

Gail Paris 

Edward Wallace

Josh Fitzhugh 
Malvina Guggenheim 
Paul Shupack 
Mariann P. Winick

Dr. Steven Levitsky 
Robert Markewich

Frederick Fried 
D. H. Melham 
Peter Salwin 
Richard Clark

Mrs. Marion Rice Hart
Mrs. Marjorie Levis
Mrs. Julian Rice
Mr. John Rice
Laurie Colwin
Betty Shinasi Goldsmith
James Cullen Reilly

Clive Barnes 
Harold C. Schonberg

Curator, National Park Service's 
Manhattan Sites Division

Democratic State Committeeman, 67th 
Assembly District; Co-chairman, Trans­
portation & Highway; Community Board 7 
District Leader, 69th Assembly 
District
District Leader, 69th Assembly 
District

.'vi

Editor, National Law Journal 
Professor of Law, Yeshiva University 
Professor of Law, Yeshiva University 
Professor of Education, Herbert H. 
Lehman College, City University of 
New York 
Attorney 
Attorney

Historian, author 
West Side Poet 
Author, West Side history 
President, Affiliate Artists

Daughter of Isaac L. Rice 
Daughter of Isaac L. Rice 
Daughter-in-law of Isaac L. Rice 
Grandson of Isaac L. Rice 
Grand-niece of Isaac L. Rice 
Former resident of Rice Mansion 
Great-grandson of builder of 
Soldiers and Sailors Moniiment

Drama critic. New York Post 
Music critic. New York Times

■I

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
Gloria Vanderbilt 
Leonard Bernstein 
Stephen Sondheim 
Itzhak Perlman 
Jaime Laredo 
Emanuel Ax
Pinchas and Eugenia Zuckerman
Sherrill & Nancy Milnes
Sharon Robinson
David Schiffman
Lewis Kaplan
Walter Trampler
Judith Crist

Rev. 6/9/80
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Arlene Francis
Eli Wallach and Anne Jackson
Geoffrey Field
Peter Shaffer
Robert de Rothschild
Barbara Fife
Shirley Verritt

Rev. 6/9/80
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Eleni Constantine

C H I T E C T U R E
The landmark Isaac L. Rice Mansion, 

one of only two surviving, tum-of-the- 
century. freestanding residences along 
Riverside Drive, is a most distinguished 
testimonial to the important influence 
Jewish patronage has had on the city's 
architecture. So it seems particularly 
ironic that the Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim of 
Radun. the Orthodox school that now 
owns and occupies the mansion, wants 
nothing more than to sell the site to a de­
veloper who would promptly demolish the 
unique landmark.

In its move to challenge the landmark 
designation, the Yeshiva has inHated (and 
twisted) its struggle to sell out to the 
highest bidd.er into a "Jewish" cause: sav­
ing our Orthodox school. And this being 
New York, where the Jewish vote is 
warmly courted, Yeshiva officials have 
captured some sympathetic ears around 
City Hall.

But the real issue — to be grappled with 
on May 16, when the Board of Estimate 
meets to consider overturning the , 
landmark designation — will not be a re­
ligious or ethnic one. The battleground is 
the urban design of this city, and the fight 
will be for who controls it. In short, the 
case of the Rice Mansion will decide 
whether landmarks law can not only rec­
ognize and preserve exceptional examples 
of architecture, but save a neighborhood’s 
distinct identity. The fight to save the Rice 
Mansion will be one to save a last vestige 
of the original Riverside Drive, a piece of 
an older, more gracious New York.

•
The Rice Mansion, built in 1901, was 

designated a landmark by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission in September of 
last year, much to the delight of the 
Citizens Coalition to Preserve the Isaac L. 
Rice Mansion, a community-organized 
group. The designation was hotly contest­
ed by the Yeshiva, which has been pursu­
ing a sale of its mansion and garden (and 
uir rights) for a sum of around S2 million to 
an as yet unnamed developer. The de­
veloper, in turn, would level the mansion 
and replace it with a high-rise — 30 or 40 
stories of luxury apartments, with Yeshiva 
classrooms housed in the lower floors.
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Riverside Baffle: Will fhe Rice Mansion fall vicfim fo home-wreckers?

ALONG THE RIVER,
NOT OUT OF THE WOOn«
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Following the landmark commission s 
designation, the decision was passed along 
to the City Planning Commission for a re­
quired review. By law. the commission 
must certify to the Board of Estimate, the 
last word in landmark matters, that the de­
signation doesn't interfere with any 
planned development by the city. No such 
plans were in the works, the commission 
duly notified the board. But two of the 
planning commissioners — Sylvia 
Deutsch of Brooklyn and Martin Gallent 
of Queens — went out of their way to give 
the board their unsolicited views about the 
proper role of landmark protection.

Writing to the . board, the two 
commissioners questioned whether 
the landmarks commission hadn't over­
stepped its bounds a bit. " . . . Landmark 
designation." they strongly advised. 
‘■'Iioold not be used when the zoning reg­
ulation and the planning commission 
should appropriately control growth, 
change and development."

Their belief that the landmark regula­
tions are being used in the case of the Rice 
Mansion not only to save a nice building 
but to curb a developer is. of course, cor­
rect. The sad truth is that these regulations 
are the only real tools available to com­
munities — ordinary people — interested 
in preserving a building, a park, a block, a 
neighbtsrhood. Zoning law s are out of their 
hands. The zoning regulations passed dur­
ing New York's most recent recession 
(and next to imp<issible to amend) en­
courage only development. Rarely, if 
ever, in recent years has zoning alone al­
lowed for real community input, or pro­
duced any promised "harmonious" re­
sults.

Eleni Constuntine is an associate editor 
o/Architectural Record. .

The Rice Mansion, like most older, 
landmark-worthy buildings, is smaller 
than most buildings going up in New York 
these days, and rests on a bit more "open 
space" (read "unpaved land "). Such scale 
and greenery combine to give the street a 
certain feel. To a developer, they combine 
to make for an obsolete, unproductive use 
of property.

Liindmark designation is intended to 
weigh such often mutually exclusive in­
terests. and produce some truly 
harmonious results. Maybe the Yeshiva 
could hold on to the residence and just sell 
the air rights over its building, thereby get­
ting their revenue-producing tower and 
keeping the mansion as its base. Or, as the 
citizens' coalition has proposed, the 
school could move its classrooms to 
another neighborhood building —• the 
coalition says it has already shown the 
Yeshiva numerous acceptable alternate 
facilities — and sell the mansion to some­
one intent upon preserving it.

And the Rice Mansion is unques­
tionably worth saving, especially as urban 
design hub for the neighborhood surround­
ing it. Not only does the four-stbry build­
ing allow its neighbors some much-valued 
light and air. but it sets the tone for a 
stretch of Riverside Drive. Sitedal a curve 
in the road Frederick Olmsted built, the 
mansion, and particularly its terraced 
garden, neatly complements the landmark 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument built 
at the same time in Riverside Park 
across the street. Its grand river-facade 
serves to crown the Drive at this promi­
nent point.

The western reatlles of 89th Street are

also indebted to the mansion. Its 89th 
Street facade, aligned with the adjacent 
row-houses, clearly provided the cue for 
their design. No, these rowhouses are not 
particularly distinguished. But in the way 
they repeat elements of the mansion's 
facade, and in the way they hold the porch 
line it establishes, they together form a 
wonderfully unified vista. Streets like this 
are eminently livable, and the city has too 
few left to jettison another.

Which is not to slight the mansion itself. 
Despite its height — or maybe because of 
it — it manages to dominate the tall apart­
ment buildings to its north and south. Its 
design, by the noted theater architects 
Herts and Tallant, is a rather flamboyant 
version of the residential styles considered 
proper for the spacious mansions built 
along the Drive in the first 20 years of this 
century. To the neo-Georgian brickwork 
popular at the time, the architects added 
marble Beaux Arts details that pve the 
building its sumptuous theatricality. The 
result reflects the image of the original 
man of the house. A wealthy lawyer, and a 
promoter of electrical inventions, he want­
ed not only class, but real up-to-date class.

He got real character. On the Drive 
side, the mansion sits back behind an or­
nate marble balustrade and a formal 
gitrden. A marble arch frames the 
pedimented portal and rises to the top of 
the third floor, where it is topped off by a 
curved and garlanded bracket. There's a 
touch of the Italian palazzo. too. 
particularly in the layering of large stone 
and smaller brick. This is high-caliber 
architecture — deft, witty, and as the 
architects' contemporary-. Henry James, 
might have put it. very much in the Euro­
pean .. ............................* • ...........

If the Drive side was built with an eye to 
the past, the 89th Street facade was de­
signed with a look to the future. A marble 
porte eochere on the ground floor was 
created, it is believed, to accommodate 
one of Rice's electrical vehicles. Yet the 
architects' classically inspired playfulness 
is evident’ here, too; The grand-arched 
openings over the driveway are separated 
by a niche. At the top of it. a pediment 
shelters a bas-relief of six children carry­
ing the symbols of the liberal arts. They 
presumably represent the artistically gift­
ed Rice brood, and one can almost see 
Rice's wife Julia — for whom he named 
his "villa" — at the bay window above, 
watching over the curious mix of odd 
architectural status symbols.

The interior of -the mansion, used as a 
school for the past 25 years, is in disrepair, 
but pretty much undamaged. The Yeshiva 
has done little more to it than paint it in­
stitutional brown and install the requisite 
fluorescent lights and storm windows. 
There remains the marble staircase wind­
ing through the mansion's center, the 
stained-glass windows, the coffered wood 
ceilings and the carved marble fireplaces. 
Even what looks to be an original chan­
delier still hangs in the stairwell from a red 
velvet rope.

The generations of children that have at­
tended school in these spacious, airy, 
well-proportioned rooms have had a rare 
and privileged environment. It's too b;id 
that one teacher saw fit to hang a sign in 
the kindergarten that reads, "Don't Bury 
Us Under a Landmark." How much bet­
ter- if- kids could learn not to bury 
landmarks under high-rises> - - - •
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CHARTERED BY CONGRESS 
An, association of men who have 
fought America’s foreign wars on 

land and sea.

FOUNDED 1899
“To care for him who has borne 

the battle and those dependent 
upon him.”

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
OF THE UNITED STATES______________

DEPARTMENT OF NEW YORK, Inc.
250 WEST 57th STREET 
New York, N. Y. 1010?

212 265-4441-2-3

May 9, I960

As New York City and all its citizens are left with more architectural 

hollows, the endangered species - those buildings of cultural and 

historic significance- dwindle to a precious few...

The Rice Mansion, which faces Riverside Park at 89th Street and Riverside 

Drive, was designed to harmonize with the Soldiers' and Sailors' Memorial 

Monument, situated directly across the street from it. Widely recognized 

as an architectural, cultural, and historic asset to Riverside Drive since 

1901, this Mansion is an important structure in the architectural mosaic 

of the City.

BE IT RESOLVED that The Department of New York, Veterans of Foreign Ware of 

the United States, located at 250 West 5?th Street, New York, N.Y. SUPPORTS 

LANDMARK status for the Rice Mansion, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The Department of New York, Veterans of Foreign 

Wars of the United States, is in opposition to the proposed demolition of 

the Rice Mansion and strongly urges the members of the Board of Estimate to 

preserve this unique freestanding Mansion as evidence of our urban New York 

City heritage by supporting and ratifying this LANIMARK DESIGNATION.

Cl '* OF FICIAL: By Order Of:

WILLIAM F. WARD 
State Commander

T. Gumo 
New York State Adjutant
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S.
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NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION TO 
PRESERVE FIFTH AVENUE HOUSES INC. 

lO East 82 Street 
New York 10028

May 13 1980

r. .Andrew .
2050 . n'>iri^ial ^nilOlnp 
"^1^? York 10007

i'enr >'r» STeinj

i thin;-; voM kn-^vr of our lany years* vork 
in r>Tc-'Servinr. the arr.hlterti-ral and historical 
heritage of "e\: York Citv -- specifically it*s 
irnoortant bull dinars.

ke are avare of vour v'^ote at the cominp; May 29 
!>oard of j.&ti^ate liearinr on I.anrirr^ark desif;nation 
for the hire .‘ia^sion at 89th Street and uiverside 
•rive.
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'.e ask voii to f^onoort tills deslanatio’^ and 
thereby r-reserve the . ansion for posterity.

Sincerely,

Tho’Tias draper 
Secretary
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Cooper-Hewitt Museum
Tho SmithsonijM InstMution s 
Nalion.il Musnijm of Drsigii

:! East 91st StrfM 
New York. NY 10C28

May 14, 1980

The Honorable Carol Bellamy
Council President of the City of New York
City Hall
New York, N.Y. 10007

Dear Council President Bellamy:

We are writing to urge your support for the designation 
of the Rice Mansion as a Mew York City Landmark.

We believe that this, the last building of its kind on 
Riverside Drive, should be preserved because of tts 
st'perb urban design and historic significance. It seems 
apparent that designation as a landmark Is the only way 
to Insure Its survival in this age of daaolltlon for 
commercial development.

The Rice Mansion deserves special consideration because 
it is the only example left of the typical homes which 
oxx:e lined Riverside Drive. It should continue to 
represent an era of Mew York's architectural and 
cultural heritage.

Please use your vote In the Board of Estimate to repre­
sent the preservation of landmarked buildings for all 
City residents.

Sincerely yours.

Public Infortoatlon Officer
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MICHAEL A. RUBENSTEIN • ARCHITECT 173 RIVERSIDE DRIVE NEW YORK 10024

May 16, 1980

The Honorable Edward Koch 
Mayor, The City of New York 
City Hall
New York, N.Y. 10007 

Dear Mayor Koch:

I am writing to urge you to support the Landmark Commission's 
designation of the RICE MANSION at the Board of Estimate's hearing 
on May 29th.

This building is an extant and functioning institution within the 
urban fabric of the city. As such, it contributes to the civility 
of its surroundings. - - -

For those of us on the upper West Side who are its immediate neighbors, 
this building provides both light and air and breaks the density 
pattern of the area making it a more pleasant place to live.

If you value the aesthetic environment of our city, then this building 
is worth preserving.

Institutions contribute to the cultural richness of a city. Without 
its institutions New York's real estate would not continue to become 
increasingly valuable. In the redevelopment of our city, it does not 
make sense to destroy the things that make such redevelopment profitabl

We need new housing, but it is our institutions that make us want to 
live in that housing.

Historical continuity, of which there is precious little in America 
to begin with, is also worth preserving. The south side of 89th‘’Street 
with its terrace houses to the east of the Rice Mansion has remained 
intact since it was built at the beginning of the century. It recalls 
for us and teaches our children a quiet less.on in urbanity which is 
not to be Ignored.

Please help us to keep a part of our city as rich as it is and as 
pleasant as it is.

Very truly yours.

Cl
Michael A. Rubenstein, A.I.A.
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this MAILGRAM is A CONFIRMATION COPY OF THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE*

3014305530 MGM TDMT TACOMA PARK MD 62 05-18 0839P EST 
ZIP
Mayor eoward kochCITY HALL
NEW YORK NY 10007
AS THE SON OF ONE OF ISAAC L RICE'S CHILDREN WHO LIVED IN THE ISAAC L 
RICE MANSION ON 89 STREET AND RIVERSIDE DRIVE I AM REQUESTING THAT 
THE board OF ESTIMATES VOTE TO PRESERVE THIS IRREPLACEABLE STRUCTURE 
BY DESIGNATING IT AS A UANDMARK, DEMOLITION TO REPLACE IT WITH 
ANOTHER MONOLI'^HIC HIGHRISE WOULD BE A DESECRATION,' PLEASE SUPPORT 
THE recommendation OF THE LANDMARK COMMISSION TO PRESERVE THIS NOW 
UNIQUE landmark 

JOHN 0 RICE

20*02 EST
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Metropolitan

HISTORIC STRUCTURES '
Association

Prosidenll Mfs J.FranKWood 
Secretary, Ms. Virginia Fuenles 
Treasurer, Mr. Gary Hermalyn

I'",

May 19, 1980

Council President Carol Bellamy 
City Hall
New York, N.Y. 10007

i
,'vi

Dear Miss Bellamy:

The Metropolitan Historic Structures Association enlists your 
support for a reaffirmation of the Rice Mansion as a designated 
Landmark which has already been made by the New York City Land­
mark Preservation Commission in a documented and well-researched 
statement.

■«

Too often in this city which is rebuilt every seventy-five years, 
and which has already destroyed much of its history, we lament 
those structures which we have allowed to disappear from our land­
scape. It would be tragic to permit this to happen again, partic­
ularly when it is unnecessary so to do.

The Rice Mansion forms a distinct design in its present location 
and complements the Soldiers and Sailors Monument which it was in­
tended that it should do. It is a last example of a type of ar­
chitecture no longer found in the city except in our old theatres 
and not in free standing residences of which there are none.

The members of the Board of Estimate have an awesome responsi­
bility to the neighborhoods of New York and have an opportunity 
to show that the people do matter after all.

OnCe more I urge your support to save this important landmark. . r

Sincerely,

Mrs. J. Frank Wo? 
President

3 West 51st Street, New York, N.Y. 10019XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXYXXXX-XX-XXXX-XXXXX-XYy-Xvxy
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Morris-Jumel Mansion 

Washington Headquarters Association
fVes/ 160th Street and Edgecombe Avenue, New York, N.Y. 100321(212) IVa 3-8008
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QUEENS COUNCIL ON THE ARTS
HONORARY CHAIRMAN: HON. DONALD R. MANES
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May 21^1980

Honorable Donald Manes 
Borough President of Queens 
120~55 Queens Boulevard 
Kew Gardensf N,Y.. 11424

Dear Borough President Wanes, j

Queens Council on The Arts supports the efforts by The 
Citizens' Coalition To Preserve The Isaac L. Rice Mansion 
located on Riverside Drive at 89th Street.

As an Arts Seirvice Organization with a strong interest in and 
appreciation of the preservation of'landmark buildings we value 
the tremendous architectural^ historic and cultural merits 
represented by the Isaac Rice Mansion.

We respectfully ask your support of this project on behalf of 
the Isaac L. Rice Mansion Citizens Coalition.

Sincerelyy

Jean P\ Weiss 
Executive Director

cc:
Mayor Edward Koch 
Council President Carol Bellamy 
Comptroller Harrison Goldin 
Borough President Andrew Stein 
Borough president Stanley Simon 
Borough President Anthony Gaeta 
Borough President Howard Golden 
Catherine Chadonic

BOARD OF ADVISORS

HON. EDWARD ABRAMSON 
DR. MtLTON BASSIN 
HON. DENIS J. BUTLER 
V. REV. JOSEPH CAHILL. CM.
OH. SAUL COMEN 
HON. JOHN A, ESPOSITO 
HON. JOHN T. FLACK 
HON. RALPH GOLDSTEIN 
HON. ALAN G. HEVESI 
HON. JACOB K. JAVITS 
HON. ANDREW JENKINS 
HON. ARTHUR J. KATZMAN 
HON. IVAN C. LAFAYETTE 
HON. SHELDON S. LEFFLEH 
HON.GERDI E. LIPSCHUTZ 
HON. JOHN G. LOPRESTO 
HON. THOMAS J. WANTON 
HON. EUGENE F. MASTROPIERI 
HON. DANIEL P. MOYNIHAN 
HON. JACK R. MURATORI 
HON. VINCENT F. NICOLOSI 
HON. MORTON POVMAN 
HON. EDWARD L.SAOOWSKY 
DR. KURTSCHMELLER 
HON. FHEDERICK O. SCHMIDT 
HON. ANTHONY S. SEMINERIO 
DR. JOSEPH SHENKER 
HON. ARCHIE SPIGNER 
HON. LEONARD PRICE STAVISKV 
HON. PETER F. VALLONE 
HON. WALTER WARD HON.SAULWEPRIN 
HON. CLIFFORD E. WILSON

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Prtwtfont

RONALD 8. HELLMAN 
Vim Prasidann 

NAOMI BODOtE 
JACK COHN
ARTHUR FALKENSTEIN 
HARRY N. HEINEMANN 
CARLM. LEVINE 
LEONARD SENOROFF Traasurar 
R. DEAN LEWIS

Hacording Sacratary 
EDITH MUG DAN Counsal

DOUGLAS MACKAY 
MacKay & Gusmorinu, Eiq.EK-Orficio 
IRVING ROD

OR. JOAN BAUM 
JOHN F. BURGESS 
ESTELLE CHWATT 
DR. GERALD OEAS 
DR. LEONARD DEDUKE 
OR. MORTIMER DUBOVSKY 
ELMER FLEMING 
LILY A. FLEMING 
BERNARD GOLDBERG 
DOROTHY GOOD HERMANGROEN 
ANZONETTE HALL 
SALLY HAMMOND 
CLARENCE E. JACOBS 
WALTER MAHON 
THOMAS W. MILLER 
WILLIAM MORRIS, JR.
DAVID OATS *
MICKEY REDLICM 
ERNEST SONOF.R 
MURRAY TAHNAPOLL 
JEROME WESSON 
ROGER YtlRIGLEY

Enacutiva Diractor 
JEAN P. WEISS

Commuoiiy Ralationa 
IRIS T. O'MALLEY

Froeram Coordinator 
CAROLE McCULLY

Eaae. Sac. / Off. Mgr. 
KATHLEEN CONCANNON 

Bookkaapar 
VALBRAWERMAN

Visual Arts Coordinator 
TED DAVIES

Projact Diractor - Cata 
LINDA CALDWELL

161-04 JAMAICA AVENUE. JAMAICA. N.Y. 11432 
(212) 291-1100
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THE WYCKOFF=BENNETT 

HOMESTEAD ^
BUILT PRIOR TO 1766

On the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commis­
sion list and the National Register of Historic Places
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1660 east 22nd STREET BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11229 (212) ES 7-1216

•Hon. Howard Golden 
21 iorough liall 
Brooklyn, B.Y. 11201

Kay 21, 1980

Tear Howard;

With the many decisions before you this is to 
ask you to do what yen can to preserve the Rice Mansion as 
a Landoark. It is said that democracy is a systea of pressures 
and I am sure you feel just such pressures every day but these 
rare structures add so much to t e life, culture and appearance 
of our great city that it soecs wise to preserve them as best 
we can and invest in the future instead of exploit the present.

'Thank you for ycur leadership in our beloved 
Borough and City and thank you for what you can do to keep this 
Rice property as a Landmark which has already been so designated, 
averygood wish.

Cordially yours.

Rev, Prank Curtis villiaas
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if': May 24, 1980

Mayor Edward Koch 
City Hall
New York, N.Y. 10007

f
>■' ■

Dear Mr. Mayor;

As a person who has through the years lent my support 
and assistance to help preserve the quality of life 
in this wonderful city of ours (most recently for the 
benefit of the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens), I am now 
appealing to you and your peers on the Board of Estimate 
to insure the continued landmark designation for the 
Rice Mansion.

Several years ago, my husband and I purchased a toxim- 
house near this irreplaceable structure, and have since helped 
to improve the immediate neighborhood as individuals and 
as concerned citizens of the larger community. Nevertheless 
this petition is not for personal reasons but, rather, 
for the future generations of New Yorkers and the many 
visitors to our fair City. I pray that this heritage 
will remain a part of the fabric of memory because we, 
in whose trust it has been placed, did indeed care.

!■

Respectfully,

copies to 
members of the 
Board of Estimate

"'m'.
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f New York University
/4 private university in ihepublic Sfnice

College of Arts and Science 
Dcparlincnt of Fine Arts
303 Main Building 
Washington Square 
New York, N.Y. 10003 
Telephone: (212) 598-3471
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May 25, 1980

The Honorable Kdward Koch 
Mayor of New York City 
City Hall
New York, New York 10007 

Sir:

I am writing to urge you and the other tneabers of the Board 
of Estimate to uphold the landmark designation of the Isaac L. Rice 
mansion. As one of the two remaining freestanding mansionsj^on River­
side Drive, as an impressive example of neo-Ccorgian design/^ Beaux-Arts 
trained firm later known for its theatres, and as the original home 
of one of New York's notable first-generation citizens, the house 
well deserves landmark status. Especially noteworthy is the compatible 
relationship of its style and spacious setting to the famed Soldiers 
and Sailors Monument across the Drive in Riverside Park.

To overturn the designation of the Rice mansion is to consign 
it to demolition and its site to high-rise development. Such develop­
ment would lead inevitably to further destruction of the historic 
Ucst Side. Please protect the Rice mansion and its surrounding neighbor­
hood by voting to uphold its designat ion as a New York landmark.

«
oiiiccrely.

•Sarah Bradford Landau .
Assistant Professor of Fine Arts

:c: Council President Carol Bellamy 
Comptroller Harrison Goldin 
Borough President Andrew Stein, Manhattan 
Borough President Stanley Simon, Bronx 
Borough President Donald Manes, Queens 
Borough President Anthony Gaeta, Staten Island 
Borough President Howard Golden, Brooklyn

Citizens' Coalition to Preserve the Rice Mansion
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1r D DELONG. ’ r•
^<56 riverside dr
NEW YORK NY 10027

a-ooRaoasH8 os/27/ao ics ipmmtzz csp nyab
21266312^0 MgM TDMT NEW YORK NY «0 05-27 0913A EST

Citizens coalition
BOX 13B
160 riverside dr
NEW YORK NY 1002^

I SUPPORT proposals OUTLINED IN ROBERTA COOPER'S THESIS# FOR WHICH 'l
WAS Advisor# to save the rice mansion

DAVID DELONG
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
NEW YORK NY
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this is a confirmation copy of the following message SENT U22A EOT 
05-28-80*
ROBERT KANOEL
office of The mayor 
CITY hall
NEW YORK NY l0007
TO members of the board of estimate
We urge no delay in the lanomarking of the rice mansion,

JOHN HIGHTOWER SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM
203 front ST
NEW YORK NY 10038

10*35 EST
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1040 FIFTH AVENUE

May 28, 1980

When Isaac Rice, industrial pioneer, magnate, and 
philanthropist, built the grand "Villa Julia" for his civic- 
minded wife, he probably never realized that the house 
would become so important as a last remnant of his era.

The Rice Mansion must be preserved as a major asset 
for Riverside Drive, Its rich coloring and detail provide 
an architectural gracenote for the Drive in an unparalleled 
focal point. It handsomely complements the design of its 
last contemporary, the landmark Soldiers' and Sailors* 
Monument, in an ensemble of turn-of-the-century elegance 
and grandeur. Amid the rapidly changing face of Riverside 
Drive, the Rice Mansion is the last reminder of the fine free4 
standing homes which set the tone of the Drive for generations. 
To lose this house would be to bring a rare breed to final 
extinction.

I enthusiastically lend my support to the community and 
preservation groups who are working to spare the house, 
secure landmark recognition, and return it to a healthy existence 
within the mainstream of New York life. The greatness of our 
city lies in the creative use of its special resources. The loss 
of the Rice Mansion as an historical, architectural, cultural, 
and community asset would be an unfortunate waste.
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May 28, 1980

Mayor Koch
Members of the Board of Estimte
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In September of 1979, I appeared before the Landnarhs Commission in 

order to strongly urge designat.ron of the structure kno^'m as the Isaac 

L. Rice Mansion. I represented both nyself, a practicino architect 

and the Architectural Record, of v’hich I air associate editor. At this 

time I v7ant to reiterate my support for the designation. The subject 

structure is conspicuously appropriate for fulfilling all of the major 

designation criteria: high architectural ouality and historic interest,

while contributing to the City's amenity in a itoII recognized and 

important way.

Besides the issue of emminent anprorriateress, it would appear 

that the Landmark Commission's designation carries imnortant 

implications for the future of many other worthwhile buildings that 

are currently in not-for-profit institutions' hands. If such oi<T:iers 

in this particular instance are allov/ed to flaunt successfully their 

opposition to the opinions of the Commission and of a laroe and 

dedicated group of the City's residents, v?e can expect to see many 

more inappropriate examples of groups who do not economically 

contribute to the City behaving just like private develomers.

.......... oage 2.
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Page 2. ' %
Mayor Koch. 
May 28, 1980
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Accordingly, all of the citizens' amenity will be depleted — even 

while they are being asked to subsidize such behavior.

Sincerely, , . "W. ■. ■'

Charles K. Hoyt 
Associate Editor

?■*-I«':V\', ■ ■;

-

CKH/at ■ ’
cc: The Citizens' Coalition to Preserve the Isaac L. Rice Mansion
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May 29, 1900

TO; The Bonrd of Estimate 

PROIi: The Friends of Riverside Park
RE: The Rice Mansion

Throughout the v/orld, v/e .see people increasingly aware 
of their herita-go, and striving to save their architecture cUid 
art. Even the unspeakably cruel Pol Pot regime in Cambodia 
paused in its depredations to worry about Angkor V/at, Yet,
New York City, the supposed art ajad culture capital of the v/orld, 
is v/antonly permitting its £irchitectural treasures to be 
destroyed, euid the vigor and pride of its comn'iunities to be 
diminished by such destruction.

Owning a building such as the irreplaceable Rice Mansion 
ca.rries with it responsibilities as well as rights; exercising a 
right without social responsibility is nothing more than license.
The ovmer, Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim of Radun, is not being deprived 
of its rights. The Citizens Corrmuttee to Preserve the Isaac L, Rice 
Mansion has acted in good faith in locating viable, alternate 
school facilities on the V/est Side for the Yeshiva and, further, 
in locating serious and interested purchasers who v/ould preserve 
the mansion. Since the Yeshiva is too selfish or myopic to act 
responsibly in this vital matter, it is up to the Board of Estimate, as the represeii^tive of all the people of the City of Wev/ York, 
to do so and declare the Rice Mansion a landmark and inviolate to 
demolition. The present smd futiure residents of the V/est Side 
v/ill thr?nk you.

The FRIENDS OF RIVERSIDE PARK has made a valiant beginning 
in the restoration of Riverside Park, and v/e consider the Rico 
Mansion an integral part of tlic park and its ambiance, V/e look 
forv/ard to the day v/hen it v/ill hou.se our activities as well as, 
those of other like community groups. It has become for us the 
symbol of the v/illingness, and oven the ability, of our elected 
officials to rise above political considerations, to truly save 
New York and make it once more a city to be lived in.

Builders can alv/ays find anotlier site on which to build. The 
Rice mansion, once destroyed, can never he replaced. To permit such destruction is sneri'lege. Please hel]; us preserve it.

•J

I'
Your ;iction tod;iy will not. be Corgotten by 

Clara dayman 309 West t04th Street, New York. N.Y 10025 (212)

■ ’
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WEST SIDE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. INC. Central Savings Bank Building

OFFICERS

•JOHN CATSIMATIDIS 
Chairman ol the Board

•JAMES A.FENNIMAN 
President

• JONATHAN B. ALTSCHULER
• EUGENE O.HALPERN 

GERTRUDE HESS PARKER
Vice Prasidents

•A.JOHNMCCLOSKEY
Secretary

• JAMES C. FAUST
Treasurer

• DAVID C. BRODHEAD
Counsel

•MURRAY SIEGEL
Executive Vice President

• Member.
Executive Committee

■i'" '

2112 Broadway. New York. N.Y. 10023 
(212) 595-3333

/My 29, 1980

Honorable Edward I. Koch 
Mayor, City of Mew York 
City Hall, New York 10007

Dear Mr. Mayor:

I deeply regret my inability to appear before the Board of Estimate 
today, to personally testify on the matter of the landmark r/osiynation 
of the Isaac Rice Mansion, located on Riverside Drive, between 89th and 
90th Streets, Manhattan, N.Y. I have therefore requested that this 
communication be read into the record.

Both as the Chamber's chief executive officer, and as a member 
of Community Board If? - and, I hasten to add that I do not speak for 
that Board - J have attended meetings of their Landmark Committee and 
full board Public Hearings on the matter of the landmark status of the 
Isaac Rice Mansion.

Under any normal circumstance, our Chamber would be prone to favor 
any new and desirable development which would add to the sorely needed 
housing stock of the West Side. However, due to the many mitigating 
facts and circumstances involved in this peculiar issue, we are per­
suaded to join with the tremendous number of local residents and bus- 
ineses who have strongly meshed their views and actions, as proponents 
of landmark status for the Isaac Rice Mansion..

Among other factors which led to our decision, was the unseeming 
lack of candor by the representatives of the property ovmers. Despite 
innumerable attempts to properly ascertain claims of economic hardship; 
undue political pressures and allegations of religious discriminations, 
the owners representatives replied were carefully couched in such manner 
as to attempt to lend credence to their obvious non-factual allegations.

I need not repeat the intelligent, valid, non-political and non­
sectarian views by the proponents of landmark status, which have been 
previously conveyed to you and other concerned members of the Board of 
Estimate.

We therefore urge that the unanimous and united voice of this 
unusually diverse and widely divergent West Side community, now united 
on this single issue for landmark designation of the Isaac Rice Mansion, 
be favorably considered by all members of the Board of Estimate today.
We are advised by our Counsel that your hoped for favorable consideration 
will not prohibit the property owners to take back to the Landmark 
Commission any question of economic hardship. Thus, any allegations of 
undue political pressures or allegations of religious discrimination will 
not be issues with which you will, or should have, to contend. Thank you

Respectfully submitted.

Murray Siegel 
Executive Vice President

A non-profit, non-political community oriented civic organization, comprised of local 
residents and businesses, dedicated to improving the quality of life on the upper West Side.



r. ■•

1|.^'
I?;..

fe'R;-'

I.

!■

I-

i^-

i

!:«

-i/^.vV

-S'
s

c

May 29, 1980
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ISAAC L. RICE MANSION

The Municipal Art Society comes before the Board of Estimate 
today to urge you to endorse landmark status for the Isaac L. 
Rice Mansion.

One of the two remaining freestanding mansions along Riverside 
Drive, the Mansion stands at a critical point where the Drive 
shifts its orientation from convex to concave. In experiencing 
this visual transition, the passerby cannot help but appreciate 
the granduer of the house and its marvelous siting. This is 
heightened by the fact that it is across the street from the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument, already a New' York City landmark.

The community has mobilized to try to save the mansion in the face 
of a developer's plan to replace it with a high-rise apartment 
house—a plan that would deal a harsh blow to this delicate area. 
Surely the growing support from area residents is a strong indication 
that the Board of Estimate must act swiftly to protect this work by 
Herts and Tallent, one of America's most celebrated architectural 
firms. Such development would set a dangerous precedent for other 
schemes to replace many other historic and elegant low-rise structures 
that grace the avenues on the West Side.

The Municipal Art Society and its Historic Districts Council offers 
its services in working with the community and the owners of the 
Mansion to explore solutions to the problem they are facing, the fate of 
a property the owners feel has outlived its purpose.
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Brooklyn Heights Synagogue n

V,/

117 REMSEN STREET 
BROOKLYN. N. Y. 11201

522-2070

Hay 29

I am Rabbi David Glazer, Rabbi at the Brooklyn Heights 

Synagogue, Brooklyn, New York. I am here to speak on behalf of 
the Citizens Coalition to Preserve the Isaac L. Rice Mansion.

I attended the Chafetz Chayim Yeshiva in Baltimore, Md. from 1958- 
1963. Unfortunately, I was not priviledged to be educated in a 

beautiful mansion.

I live in Mid-Manhattan, in the Gilsey House, a recently 

rennovated landmark building. One of the greatest joys I 

have living there is the knowledge that I am, in a small way, 
assisting in the preservation of a beautiful Tradition: the tradition 

of New York City, of old New York; of warm New York; of freindly 

New York; of neighborhoods New York.

I ajn surprised that the learned leaders of the Yeshiva do not 
value these traditions. They certainly do not seem to respect 
the history end tradition of their home - the Rice Mansion. I 

am dumbfounded by their blindness to the fact that the Rice 

Mansion is a Jewish Tradition! True, this tradition is not in­
scribed in the Torah, nor is it to be found in the Talmud or any 

other Jewish compendium of Law. But it is as clear as day. A 

Jewish philanthropic fanily commissioned a Jevjish architect 
to design and create their home. That is a Jewish Tradition!
The Mansion may not have a Star of David on its facade. But a 

Jewish architect is informed by his Jewishness and so are his 

creations!

s

s
■•63

1
. ;;si

j
■I

.3=



S';-

r:"
r,'V

|%.v

su^'-

j

r

r-. .r/:'.-

:■ i«Wi

Brooklyn Heights Synagogue

117 REMSEN STREET 
BROOKLYN. N. Y. 11201

522-2070

page 2

How many mansions were ever created by Jews for Jews? Very few 

indeed. The Rice Mansion is, therefore, an historically significant 
Jewish fact.

I serve on the Committee to Save the Synagogues of the Lower 
East Side. Has anyone seen any of these absolutely breath- 

taJcing sanctuaries recently? I am ashamed to say that a number 
of the most beautiful synagogues ever built viere ruined not by 

anti-Semitism, but by Jews.

Many beautiful synagogues are no longer because it was more 

profitable to sell! Many synagogues are presently rotting 

and decaying because my fellow Jews did not have the foresight, 
nor did they want to carry the burden of caring and preserving 

these Sanctuaries for Jewish Posterity.

The Rice Mansion is not a Synagogue. But it is a landmark 

mansion with sufficient Jewish historical merit to warrant 
its perpetuity. To do othervfise is to destroy a part of New 

York's Jewish Tradition.

Thank you

David Glazer, Rabbi

M
I



NEW YORK SECTION NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN
Katherine enge3-center for older people

24l West 72nd Street 
New York, N.Y'. 10023

if '•£- .9

TESTIMONY TO THE NEW YORK BOARD OF ESTIMATE IN BEHALF 

OF THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION 0? THE ISAAC L. RICE MANSION

7
( As a prominent westside organization which provides

services to more than 1,000 senior citizens, we appeal to 
you to uphold-the 4=andmar4c-designation of the Rice Mansion, j 
Not only is the building unique in New York in both its 

general form and its architectural details, its location 

in the complex including the Soldiers and Sailors Monument, 
Riverside Park and Riverside Drive, further adds to its 

significance. You have already approved landmark status 

for the park, the drive and the monument. We urge you to 

complete the ensemble by approving preservation of the 

mansion_.
[ It is important to note that the builders and first 

residents of the Rice Mansion, Isaac Leopold and Juila 

Barnett Rice held primary positions among American
Jewry for their many achievements and contributions to the 

city, and its residents. Mr. Rice was a scholar, -professor 

of law and inventor; Mrs. Rice an important philanthropist, 

reformer and medical doctor. It is fitting that their home, 
prominent in its significance to the architectural, historical 
and cultural heritage if New York City, be preserved as one 

more example of their contribution to the development of this

Charles Elvey 
Program Director

city.
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CAROL SHULL 
acting keeper of
NATIONAL Register 
DOi wa}4»
Washington oc 202as

AT YOUR REQUEST, BELOW FOLLOWS A CHRONOLOGY OF ACTION TAKEN TO DATE 
BY THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RELATIVE TO THE RICE 
mansion NOMINATION, FIRST NOTIFICATION LETTER TO OWNER AND OTHER 
INTERESTED PARTIESi DECEMBER 26 1979 COMMITTEE ON REGISTERED 
APPROVALl JANUARY 8 1980 NOTICE OF COMMITTEE ON REGISTER aPPROVALi 
FEBRUARY 8 1980 AT THE REQUEST OF THE PROPERTY OWNER# A 30 DAY 
EXTENSION FOR COMMENTS WAS GRANTED UNTIL MARCH 3l 1980 TAKING THIS 
NOMINATION BEYOND THE MARCH \ 1980 DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION UNDER THE 
36 CFR60 (APRIL I 1976) PROCEDURES, NOTIFICATION LETTERl MARCH 3 l98fl 
state review BOARD FINAL APRCVAL OF NOMINaTIONi APRIL 21 l980 
nomination signed by state HISTORIC preservation officer and 
forwarded to HCRSi may 2 I960,

STEPHEN J RaICHE director 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
FIELD SERVICES BUREAU

10155 EST 

MGMCOMP MGM

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS





TUFO# JOHNSTON & ZUCCOTTI BY PAU
s posr,,®

□rarrii^l645 MADISON AVE LLI iliU! IVil "1Luestern union IVI9II|
NEW YORK NY 10022

■3 U.S.MAIL m

B

oc

g

a-039276S175 06/23/80 ICS IPMMTZZ C8P WSHB 
2127528668 M6M TOMT NEW YORK NY ISO 06-23 0108P EST

■it ifi

SARAH 6 OLDHAM ACTING CHIEF REGISTRATION
branch national register
HERITAGE conservation & RECREATION US DEPT OF 
INTERIOR
WASHINGTON DC 20243

•■■'.-iS

i

I
OUR CLIENTS# YESHIvA CHOFETZ CHAIM# HAS REQUESTED THAT A 30 DAY 
comment PERIOD BE GRANTED WITH RESPECT TO THE NOMINATION OF THE ISAAC 
L RICE mansion to THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
(COMMENCING FROM JUNE 2 I960 THE DATE THE NOMINATION WAS PUBLISHED IN 
THE FEDERAL REGISTER). THIS REQUEST HAS BEEN DENIED BY THE HERITAGE 
CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE OF THE DEPT OF THE INTERIOR#
WHICH HAS INSISTED THAT THE COMMENT PERIOD EXPIRE NO LATER THAN JUNE 
24 1980
WE PROTEST VIG0UR0U8LY THE SERVICES ARBITRARY AND CAPRICIOUS REFUSAL 
TO PERMIT A reasonable PERIOD IN WHICH COMMENTS MAY BE FILED. THIS 
OPTION CONSTITUTES AN ABUSE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DISCRETION AND A DENIAL 
OF OUR CLIENTS 1ST AND 5TH AMENDMENT RIGHTS VERY TRULY YOURS 

TUFO# JOHNSTON & ZUCCOTTI BY PAUL 0 SELVER
13109 EST 

MGMCOMP MGM

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 'id





TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project: ^^^My^con

To/riRom ^Chx^ ^€>l\/£r
(AANLA 'S

Date; b zs Bo
1

Address: Phone;

Staff Member: t. - Division: ^1Z__

Report: 
u (€3 1: ^

cOi^ huk^ \
(l/)iui kii/)\y \?^ ^>AjC^ \[\Le^tho>d 

j^\} Us 6cm)i/vW>U Hnu>A
■Ct* ^a- -ft*-, ■*> »„-sr)^
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ly mxd dUu knA voi SfiU (CowrKimi^

J\ya\ Havj2c| ^5L idkfAm^ ^pxXJi^C'h'/^
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■fuh^ ^qaAjiJ q ^( dd oAxd—
^0 CCfVinm^Uir "tkMX'orC- vXi U/liuUl
)(jMxX 'fi) ^ <:UiU!> \l(/yjud ;^^U]uCi!JdliJ2 ~
\i\t neJr^ t>^ cjjMxiW
/^l ac^'671 ODdi^xA^ (m (/\{iLsl^^c^ AxAa^^ 

^ do J \iublf jMii ieiiAJ'OT^ ,

] ^^Uwn£^ atct a_^sUn 4'lgJr" 1^
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(yv\ iJj^ huXiikn aJa/> hjulo^I'TH^ 

'cbi^oj l/u?^cm"c AJL luujji l{^
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I
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^Jgns^ UJt^i 4^
\\ Cjnr>idJm ^ -/u G2L^ U/)^ oWii (P i

. \ aX^o (?\/Jr Hu^Jc [iW ^
AH6eiu^ a .At^uxof JpLO/i/l CoviAl^l/KO^J’—

lj^€t^ Oj]upUiU ^Xff ^OthsxijU^OV—
Ab (A ^X/yuOiX^ C/Vi Id l<^Q .

{^ y^t>XX U- k^KxuD (jJI^j2aM —

QU^^(r^ Utj 4«X^1io^U2--- . (^(25 V
(3^ uOcaajSJ c!j/)4('7\(^lmii'^ ^ uJaaH^



TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Proj ect : ''7V(X- H^n'c/n

To/Esmi- Jloaam ^hxjtcUlr^ UK Date:
------------------------------^—;-------------------------

Address : ^>PpC> 1^ Phone:

Staff Member: U-ftlajLlaji— Division: UiZ__

Report:
turn rjj> Cc/vT\n/u3^ l-^4cn \j-A}j.lL^

c/^ '"W ^K/Yvurv-^l IjZj^Oirs uAxciU <^U&<^uAAiLd 

^ <StnMk<^ajv\OL. TUce hfoA^im ^ l\
oM (^i ^ Ci/vnnu^-K liiite/v/o uJkC<x~
S^O r^csix\jed.

soa^ ]£4<ao cf[
^ (Xn osXjxin OAl aj^
/^CQx^L^ Wj ^ “tla SU?0 an y^peA'kj ,

(d^ aixi'\i-orn
^\[aldA^ ^ Qm^I SW/( ajlMajM/<{ tm_

A0H£. <m -flWjO

bu h(A\A

f"'I-
iiisii.
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TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ProjectKa^/Piova

Address:
____________ rm (Mx cT\

Phone:

Staff Member: L,foeiiJ>z_— Division: MfL

Report:
lel^ UfaA



TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project:

Te/pROM: 1~OaA^— Date: 80 ^________________ ^ .* t *■> I^IO—

Address: Phone:

Staff Member; Division:

Report:
"51u (ytUtJ \ar C7X/] dliLcXK\'cA^

^oM>lxc CjPc(\(\^^ "^lAXOd ^ (of3^0,

Ker tuj^ d^cu^MC
h ^ ^ dJLaDn'm c<^

-Vw cmtmJ -fiMod vuj^ b
\MijOv-d (>1^1 5.®5,



TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project (XJ\UiUY^

Date : hj^ | ^ 5;

Address: Phone:

Staff Member: L-teU2>- Division:

Report:
(LaMLd ^0 Am^ —
Iq iL-ertm ^[Am (A s+Q lUotm l/U/Vi ^ j
4t> QulMa mm r^'od
yuV I^VUa .
M, u)o^ nx^ f/'.
km Oxil Oae ox a ^ .



TELEPHONE REPORT " '’’"jsi

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
'H;-

Project:

WFrom: ^(juulXo. Date : ^ | g

Address: (jjjJAW:>U£m

|vjt5

Phone:

Staff Member: l.fbjgihji- Division: uR_

Report:

oaxXjlJ
>J^IUUU)k ^-hcoik' AuIAU CA^A.

dU «uCeilOK'^_ (WuAO cACU>] ^5 ^

5U o/,iOLd '-fwir Cixu"
TXl U. JVJUo'vptV CY\ ^AxA d^Cx>S\0V^ ^->pAwd
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Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
United States 

Department of the Interior
Congressionai Contact Report

Received
Date

y 7^ d J
Time

•-f'/jS uA—

Referr^ to Time & Date

state /U'J
CT'^nator 

□ Congressperson
Congressional sJiVi+S

Name
Contact KtsS^

Office Division UTlhey called 
□ We called

Nature of request i i -s 1
. oJL l ht/vuAA<>ric'V-
kr^.^ Vax>o./iA tioiro d cXc>k '-Hua/ JU'£^ lAjfti lfiiak(L^ v>

"IViJ I»avi3uh/V-
IL4 \ VUAM III JLi I ^ tji4<-4j.' I

Acti^■equired or taken ^ ^
___— f ail bcftt >^1 ^

Qi^ator ‘'i ' y&^r't?'t^v-NReferred to

“““'“fu. b m<^tu /rumL
U-C7

FHR-8-285 
Oct. 79
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'" 'L..'1 ■'..■..i.'yA*'. p ■ .;. 'l•:-•t. .̂,.



U.S. DEPAFTTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT TIME OF CALL ^

PM

1. CALL TO: [n FKOM 2. ADDRESS (T»t. No. U nmadmd)

S. SUBJECT. PROJECT NO^ETC. _

a.. fY Ahjton ■
4. DETAILS or DISCUSSION

teeiM an

Oppor^i^ -joOorvimfi/v'r ? )^5 ■"

4 ojeelr^ a ^
A J/ 1_^

ULh-f^'^
37 /u^ c^eU5ior\,
r rVimN rLACINa/RBCBI^VINO CALL TITLE OFFICE
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE new YORK

Date Entered JUN 25 1980

Name Location

Rice, Isaac L., Hanslon 
(Vina Julia)

New York 
Hew York County

Also Notified
-{Honorable Jacob K. Javlts 
honorable Daniel P. Hoynihan
Honorable Ted Weiss

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Orln Lehman
Conmissloner
Parks and Recreation
Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

C NR Byers/mjd 7/10/80

— ■«

■'Wt:

■

For^further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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MCMORANI 
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\^oe^
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^ YOU WERE CALLED BY- □ YOU WERE VISITED BY—
■ t

OF (Organization)

WAVO<C
jprIPLEASE CALL—* r.nnFfFY?‘^ 1 Z FTS

Q WILL CALL AGAIN □ IS WAITING TO SEE YOU

Q RETURNED YOUR CALL Q WISHES AN APPOINTMENT

MESSAGE

-^rAOfTOU^ OK3 

f^ie. 'T-€'^<2.rayv^ tQ

K^ci-j c/o '^'('d of
RECEIVED BY

IVA ge\go^^
DATE

I
63-103 SrAMDMB raw tt (Rn. S-76)

Praseribcd by GSA 
FPMR (4t CFR) 101-11.6
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TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project:
(^From; /y\n.. Date : C

Address; /Cj-cA Zn-SA(-6</7f

Staff Member;
Report:

OU^K.^'V-' Division:

> v^L. - /H- -

AJiyz^

tASL£ A

A ""7



TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation ’■'“i

t4-- ^ —2-^ -S'Q

■r'}

Address: Phone:

Staff Member: Division:

Report:
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PAAUIJAZ RUEVDEG0017 1781523-UUUU—RUEVDAE RUEVDDM 

TLX E 89554 WUSENATE WSH■

TLX £ 89554 WUSENATE WSH ,
TLX E 89555 WUHOUSEREP WSH. 

lOTR

FM CAROL D SHULL ACTING KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER, HERITAGE 

CONSERVATION & RECREATION SVC USDI WASH DC '

TO RUEVDAE/5/ MAYOR EDWARD I KOCH C/0 BOARD OF ESTIMATE CITY ,
•I '

HALL NEW YORK NY/RUSH DELIVERY/

INFO 89554/2/ HON DANIEL'MOYNIHAN U S SENATE WASH DC 

INFO 89554/2/ HON JACOB JAVITS U S SENATE WASH DC 

INFO 89555/1/ HON TED WELSS U S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WASH DC 
INFO RUEVDDM/1/ MR GRIN LEHMAN COMMSR PARKS AND RECREATION 

AGENCY BLDG #1, EMPIRE STATE PLAZA ALBANY NY :
INFO RUEVDAE/5/ MR KENT BERWICK PRESIDENT, NEW YORK CITY LANDMARK

A' ■ . ■

COMM 305 BDWAY ROM 602 NEW YORK NY 

INFO RUEVDAE/5/ ANDREW STEIN MANHATTAN BOROUGH PRESIDENT 2050 

MUNICIPAL BLDG NEW YORK NY 10007 

INFO RUEVDAE/5/ STEPHEN L KASS (ATTN: JUDITH LARSEN) CITIZENS 

COALITION TO PRESERVE THE ISAAC RICE MANSION BERLE, BUTZEL,

KASS & CASE 45 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA NEW YORK 10020 

INFO RUEVDAE/5/ JOHN E ZUCCOTTI TUFO, JOHNSON & ZUCCOTTI 645 MADISON 

AVE NEW YORK NY 1022 

BT

THE ISAAC L RICE MANSION, 346 WEST 89TH STREET, A NEW YORK CITY LAND­

MARK, WAS LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ON JUNE 

25, 1980. THE PROPERTY MEETS NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA A, B, AND 

C AT THE LOCAL LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE IN AMERICAN hiSTORY, CULlUKt,
AND ARCHITECTURE. IT IS 6nE OF ONLY TWO SURVIVING MANSIONS REFLECTING 

THE UR-BAN DEVELOPMENT OF RIVERSIDE DRIVE AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY

AND CONTINUES TO PROVIDE A HARMONIOUS COMPLEMENT TO THE CONTEMPORARY
' '-J■-c;,

SOLDIERS AND SAILORS MONUMENT. IT IS A UNICUE SYNTHESIS OF ELEMENTS 

OF ITALIANATE, BEAUX ARTS, AND GEORGIAN COLONIAL REVIVAL STYLES 

DESIGNED BY THE DISTINGUISHED ARCHITECTURAL FIRM OF HERTS, AND 

TALLANTS. FURTHERMORE, IT REFLECTS THE NATIONWIDE "CITY BEAUTIFUL" 

MOVEMENT OF THE ERA. IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH ISAAC AND JULIA .RICE, WHO 

WERE PROMINENT AND INNOVATIVE LEADERS IN THE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY 

AND SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS, RESPECTIVELY.

THE NATIONAL REGISTER IS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S LIST OF PROPERTIES 

WORTHY OF PRESERVATION. LISTING PROVIDES LIMITED PROTECTION THROUGH 

THE FEDERAL PLANNING PROCESS, HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND GRANTS,

AND THE 1976 TAX REFORM ACT BUT OTHERWISE PLACES NO LIMITS ON THE 

RANGE OF ACTIONS THAT A PROPERTY OWNcR OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT MAY TAKE 

REGARDING PROPERTY.
BP

P'

I'
042750 ACPI
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TELEGRAPHIC MESSAGE
^ . r. ,

Vi- :J».- .>

O'-'’-/! ^

■ -r-
NAME OF AGENCY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION 

SERVICE
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FRECEDENa

AaiON:

INFO: ' ...
REGULAR

ACCOUNTMC aASSIFICATION . i ^ Ki*
W436082015 .

DATE PREPARED■ ■ 6-26-80'^^.:3k-“-
V-, ■ foK information CAll -* ■■ k- ' ■>

name ,
k Carol D. Shull 3

PHONE NUMBER S '
343-6401 "

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

TYPt OF message.,

yS)N«E"^

n MUITIPLE-AODRESS v41

THIS SPACE FOR USE OF COMMUNICATION UNIT

;-i'. . •-»-
V. ■•>- .

.•■ri
'h~'
•S'
■Vi‘

V'f

& ^

MESSAGE TO BE TRANSMIHED (Use doubU spacing and all capital Ittttni:

TO: mayor EDWARD I. KOCH ^
C/0 BOARD OF ESTIMATE :’
CITY HALL - -
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007

'. - .r, ' i - -;
■V’x4i^k,>4r-'^k;3Vi

THE ISAAC L. RICE MANSION, 346 WEST 89TH STREET, A NEW YORK CITY LAND4
■ ■. "" 

MARK, WAS LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ON 'V • #*

JUNE 25, 1980. THE PROPERTY MEETS NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA A, B, . i ^4 ^
AND C AT THE LOCAL LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE IN AMERICAN HISTORY, CULTURE| 4-^

AND ARCHITECTURE. IT IS ONE OF ONLY TWO SURVIVING MANSIONS ' --iil
REFLECTING THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT OF RIVERSIDE DRIVE AT THE TURN OF j-
THE CENTURY AND CONTINUES TO PROVIDE A HARMONIOUS COMPLEMENT TO THE i

i ^ vr
CONTEMPORARY SOLDIERS AND SAILORS MONUMENT. IT IS A UNIQUE SYNTHESIS | 

OF ELEMENTS OF ITALIANTE, BEAUX ARTS, AND GEORGIAN COLONIAL REVIVAL

,■

:4;-

i?'::; J

STYLES DESIGNED BY THE DISTINGUISHED ARCHITECTURAL FIRM OF HERTS AND i: 3 . ^
W:

TALLANTS. FURTHERMORE, IT REFLECTS THE NATIONWIDE "CITY BEAUTIFUL" ’
- ’'3" r'-

:■ ■-MOVEMENT OF THE ERA. " IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH ISAAC AND JULIA RICE, WHOj kk^^*
' j ■'''=k'

WERE PROMINENT AND INNOVATIVE LEADERS IN THE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY i *

AND SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS, RESPECTIVELY. -t "
*v,.

l1

I-

^ I:
THE NATIONAL REGISTER IS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S LIST OF PROPERTIES i - rkk

WORTHY OF PRESERVATION. LISTING PROVIDES LIMITED
k-k--:

aCUKITY OASSIHCATION .......

........................ '■'KSlftk'
PAGE NO. NO. OP PCS.

3 ■' "k'v' ■■ ■'>: " ‘kik, •n'-A: “
,-k; '-:kk, k; :■■ 3'

STANDARD FORM 14
REVISED AUGUST 1967 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-35.306

• C.B. eovKmiocKfST rancriMO orncK « x«ts o •
■ -■ I ' •'.■'■ ■'

>' :,■ • X i ■.. :•'-■■■• V

.4ik:h_ii
'r .-



TELEGRAPHIC MESSAGE ■7- >rii.
?'■

i::

NAME Of AGENCY PRECEDENa

AaiON:

INFO:

ACCOUNTING CLASSIFICATION
.... ,. -ft--"--.'..: ».

DATE PREPARED ; ;
.• .•.•••. . . t'

■A - . i ^ .r- . ■ ei^. ■ ■

FOR INFORMATION CAU
■. -•: . ■

naa« -■ -.r.-.. AV>. -7,
■'■• •'7y>; ‘ '

PHONE NUI^ER

SECURITY OASSIFICATION

,:-f, -■■fey,- ■ :

■■ •7-.-:--£i:-

TYPE Of MESSAGE

THIS SPACE FOR USE OF COMMUNICATION UNIT

D ' ,as?3^e
□ MUITIPIE-ADORESS •; "

MESSAGE TO BE TRANSMIHED (Use doublt spacing a^d all capita! Itllmi -^-

TO:
•-■.V. ::>■•■ - r.''^"v■

PROTECTION THROUGH THE FEDERAL PLANNING PROCESS, HISTORIC PRESERVA­

TION FUND GRANTS, AND THE 1976 TAX REFORM ACT BUT OTHERWISE PLACES 

NO LIMITS ON THE RANGE OF ACTIONS THAT A PROPERTY OWNER OR LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT MAY TAKE REGARDING PROPERTY,

■la

^:i"

CC: HONORABLE DANIEL MOYNIHAN 
UNITED STATES SENATE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

HONORABLE JACOB JAVITS 
UNITED STATES SENATE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

HONORABLE TED WEISS
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

' }. <r - : WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

■;*v MR. ORIN LEHMAN.: 
COMMISSIONER 

. PARKS AND RECREATION
AGENCY BUILDING #1, EMPIRE STATE PLAZA:'!3:-«^

■ ALBANY, NEW YORK 12238 . ' • ..■r

-W- v ,

MR. KENT BARWICK .
PRESIDENT, NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS 

COMMISSION ‘
305 BROADWAY,. ROOM 602 
NEW YORK, N."^. 10007

■V:F

■i? :„7 ,.X-

i«'.- PAGf NO. 

2
NO. Of PCS.

3

SECUMTY ClASSIHCATION - .

. " ..: ^; '"ii'•

■AK'tr^

STANDAKO FORM 14 -
REVISED AUGUST 1967
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-35.306

* covKmmcKXT r»i?rm«e omcs i i«t« o -
:S' r.-C

'Tic '.Sjsiil, ;¥

■liliS-ii-si
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TELEGRAPHIC MESSAGE »-V''-‘'A'".''a*»^. -•»'! ..iri. ■'

NAA« Of AGENCY .. , „ , .-. .ji , V: i ■ ^ ^
................:(■=■,*;■ ■»,■■■;■'' ..<.■:■■

• . '■ ■• - ‘ . ... ••" ,, >...' '.-- ./ ... ,
v'^VB■^ ''

■, ■-.;'? -■*7-VV ■■■' ■■'--■ -. -

PRECEDENCE

ACTION;

INFO:

ACCOUNTING ClASSIflCATION ;. V : ■-7 ■ K % : •* DATE PREPARED A
';£fv4 ■ -•'■

• INFORMATION CALLv-^.r,:,.77
PHONE NUMBER ■

SCCURiTY CLASSIFICATION

TYPt OF MESSAGE

r~l MUlTIPtt-ADDRESS " ''*

THIS SPACE FOK USE OF COMMUNICATION UNIT .-fc, ,r;S-: 
■*,»' - :V,■■■:•&;- ii?*-

MESSAGE TO BE TRANSMITTED (Ust doublt t/uciKg anJ alt capital lellen) . r
TO:

CC:

• 'f-'-

ANDREW STEIN 
MANHATTAN BOROUGH PRESIDENT 
2050 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10007 '«5 V
STEPHEN l: S' (ATTN:
CITIZENS COALITION TO PRESERVE THE ISAAC* RICE MANSION i 
BEPEE. BUTZEE. KASS A CASE :^::;iS||tP«i f '
45 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020

! - v:«

JOHN E, ZUCCOTTI 
TUFO, JOHNSON & ZUCCOTTI 
645 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

■ t'-?:

ACTING KEEPER

CAROL D. SHULL

msmsfMfijemm

-miM■E'V»1

SECURITY aASSIHCATION

PAGE NO. NO. OF PGS.
■_C'\

A a: "

m2^

STANDARD rOBM 14 - s ,
REVISED AUGUST 1967 ■■,
GSA FPMR (4) CFR) I0I-3S.306.
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TELEGRAPHIC MESSAGE ,■! 1'-i*: 'V ■

-i3v'

•''» ■

JC»y--'i,;-.'

NAA« Of AGENCY ‘
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION 

SERVICE
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

PRECEDENCE

AaiON.

iNfa „REGULAR
ACCOUNTINC aASStflCATION ... .■. • • .4»-.

W436082015 '
DATE PREPARED .!
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Mr. Paul D. Solver
“nifo, Johnston and Zuccotti' ^

‘■''“■''.4,\hai5’'t*'-"‘
H5 Madison Avenue 
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Selver:
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As you were informed by telephone on J'une 19, 1980, the Acting Keeper of 
the National Register granted a one week extension of the coimient 
period concerning the Rice Mansion, New York County. New York, in 
response to 3TOur request! EvaTuatxon"oi:' the nomination did proceed 
and, as your office was advised by telephone on June 25, 1980, the 
property was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on 
that day.
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The Keeper’s decision to proceed with evaluation following an 
extension of one week was based upon the aj^le opportunity which 
you and other interested parties have had to coment upon this 
nomination throughout the review process which includes both the 
State and Poderai levels. At your request the State Historic 
Preservation Officer provided an extension of the comment period 
by letter of March 3, 1980. Your comaents, as submitted by letter 
of March 27, 1980, along with all other cosHBents received were 
fully considered When the State Review Board evaluated the property 
in terais of the National Register criteria on April 21, 1980. It 
was the opinion of the Review Board, after examining all the 
documentation concerning this property, that the Rice f4ansion did 
meet the National Register criteria, 36 CFR 1202.6. Following 
nomination of the property by the State Historic Preservation Officer, 
the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service on June 2, 1980, 
published a notice in the "Federal Register" that the Rice Mansion 
was being considered for listing, and provided 15 days for receipt 
of comments, as stipulated in 36 CFR 1202.13. The Acting Keeper 
of the National Register, Heritage Conseirvation and Recreation 
Service, carefully considered your request for an extension of the 
comment period by another 15 days, and she granted an extension of 
seven days in order to provide you with additional time in which 
to transmit your coimaents to the Heritage Conservation and Recreation 
Service prior to evaluation. We believe that the extensicms provided 
to you were reasonable, and that you had ample opportunity in which 
to express your cosmients prior to evaluation of the property by the
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Acting l^aaper of the Katlonal Register. Although we received no 
additional coeraents froa yoU;^ the Acting Keeper of the National 
Register reviewed, as part of her evaluatl<m of the Rice Mansion, 
the coBBsents which you had submitted to the State Historic 
Preservation Officer.

if.-r:
'5f.'

■>•. . :•..:.y:Ss
/■ 'J V-

• ^-■'

. ,. v' i '"

., A*'"

■■

yy<10->
F‘\p *.»

As you Bay be aware, the National Register of Historic Places was 
established as a planning tool. The National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended, charged the Secretary of the Interior with the responsibility of a^ntaining a list of properties which have 
significance in history, architectural history, or culture. That 
list is intended to assist Federal agwacies in making inforaed 
decisions about the mnageaffiat of resources and the planning of 
projects. Listing does not aean that a property smst be preserved.
It merely aeans that the historic significant which a property 
possesses jdiould be considered <htring decisionmaking. In situations 
where National Register evaluation my also assist in the local 
decisioniaaking process, it Is appropriate to provide tiuit evaluation 
in a tlnely and responsible iBaaner. In the case ef tlto Rice Mansion, 
which was scheduled for review by the New York City Board of Bstimate 
on June 26, 1980, in granting you m addititmal week of etsMnting 
tine the Acting Keeper both 03!paii44d your opportunity to consent 
and enabled the local officials to b«neflt froot her evaluation of 
the Rico Mansion.
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We understand that planning for the utilization of the Rice Hansion 
property Is complex and must involve consideration of several 
important factors in addition to the historic significance of the 
nansion. While listing on the National Register does not require 
tliat the property owner preserve the resource, we hope that every 
reasonable effort will be nade to retain the mansion beeausa of its 
architectural and historical significance to the city. If you 
liave any further questions concerning the Natiimal Register prograa, 
you «ay wish to consult directly with Carol Shull, Mating Keeper of 
the National Register, 202-S4S-6401.
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Assistant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks
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Mr. Orin Lehman 
Commissioner 
Parks and Recreation 
Agency Building #1 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238
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TUFO# JOHNSTON & ZUCCOTTI BY PAU 
6J.5 MADISON AVE 
NEW. YORK NY 10022

posr^®

ujestErn union Mailgram:^
a-039063S175 06/23/80 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WSHB 

2127526668 MGM TOmT NEW YORK NY 1<*2 06-23 0106P E8T 5.

secretary DEPT OF INTERIOR 
18 AND C STS NORTHWEST 
WASHINGTON DC 202ao
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IS s

OUR CLIENTS# YESHIVA CHOFETZ CHAIM, HAS REQUESTED THAT A 30 DAY 
COMMENT PERIOD BE GRANTED WITH RESPECT TO THE NOMINATION OF THE ISAAC 
L RICE MANSION TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
(COMMENCING FROM JUNE 2 1980 THE DATE THE NOMINATION WAS PUBLISHED IN 
THE FEDERAL REGISTER). THIS REQUEST HAS BEEN DENIED BY THE HERITAGE 
CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE OF THE DEPT OF THE INTERIOR#
WHICH HAS INSISTED THAT THE COMMENT PERIOD EXPIRE NO LATER THAN JUNE 
24 1980 C-»v-o+e,; rec'tL

WE PROTEST VIGOUROUSLY THE SERVICES ARBITRARY AND CAPRICIOUS REFUSAL 
TO PERMIT A reasonable PERIOD IN WHICH COMMENTS MAY BE FILED, THIS 
OPTION CONSTITUTES AN ABUSE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DISCRETION AND A DENIAL 
OF OUR CLIENTS 1ST AND 5TH AMENDMENT RIGHTS VERY TRULY YOURS 

TUFO# JOHNSTON & ZUCCOTTI BY PAUL D SELVER

13108 EST 

MGMCOMP MGM

1

6DR tort
'S-..

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL • FREE PHONE NUMBERS
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