


-’1. ..-r --

'I'"

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The 115th Street Branch of the New York Pi±»lic Libiary ocaipies a fifty-fbot 
lot in a Harlem neighborhood of brownstone rcw houses and raulti-femily tenements.
The library is three stories in hei^t, three bays wide, and faced entirely in deeply 
rusticated grey limestone.

The first story features three^evenly spaced round-arched openings; the two v^st- 
emraost are windows and the eastern one is the main entrance. Iforizontal rusti­
cation makes a smooth transition to form radiating voussoirs over these openings.
A sculptured stone cartouche containing tiie ^ty's coat of arms and supported by 
two chs3c±)s is over the central window.

A band course with a Vitruvian wave pattern separates the first and second 
floors, and forms the sills for the three round-arched windows centered directly 
over those on the first story.

A plain band course forms the transition to the third story, which features 
another evenly spaced trio of windows. These are sirtple rectangular openings, but 
with the same prominent vovissoirs used on the lower floors.

A band ooxarse with a Greek fret and the words "New York Public Library" tops 
the third floor, and the entire oonposition is terminated by a cornice si^aported 
oT closely spaced brackets.

The interior of the library is close to original, both in plan and detail.
The first floor fisatures a small oak vestibule, the circulation desk and reading 
room. *316 second floor houses a children's reading room, and the third, a reading
room plvis a custodian's ^jartment. The bviilding is only four bays deep, so the
reading rooms are light and ciiry with windows on two sides.
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7. Description
Condition Check one Check one

excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
X gnnrl ruins X altered moved date

fair unexposed
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8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 JL 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
. archeology-prehistoric 
. archeology-historic 
. agriculture 
. architecture 
art

. commerce 

. communications

. community planning 
. conservation
. economics 
. education 
. engineering 
. exploration/settlement 
. Industry 
. invention

. landscape architecture. 

. law

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1907-08 Builder/Architect McKitn, tfead & White
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The 115th Street Brandi of the New York Pi±>lic Library is a simple but power^ 
ful architectural conposition designed by McKim, Mead & White and erected in 1907-08. 
While the style of the building can be termed neo-Italian Itenaissanoe, the design is a 
less than liberal interpretation. Its merit lies not in the correctness of its 
historical details, but in the skillfullness with vhidi the architects related the 
various building elements. The simplicity and sparseness of detail, the deep 
rustic^ation of the masonry, the smtxith transition between floors; all have been 
handled with great proficiency. The rusticated limestone masonry, unusual in that 
it covers the entire facade, gives the library a monumental quality in spite of its 
small size. The building is an example of the small branch libraries built in New 
Yoik City after the turn of the century, all of vhich were financed through a gift 
by philanthrcpist Andrew Carnegie.

The 115th Street Branch is one in a system of library branches donated to the 
city by steel baron Andrew Carnegie. Carnegie believed that great fortunes should 
be distributed fcy their owners for the pviblic good. This concept did not imply 
almsgiving or welfare, but the sxpport of acrtdvities that would enable the able 
and ambitious to rise to power and wealth as Carnegie had. "New York's need for piiblic 
libraries offered him an ideal opportunity to carry out on a large scale his theory of the social responsibility of the rich aaad, to gratify his love of fame as well."!

On March 12, 1901, Carnegie offered a gift of $5,200,000 to the City of New Yoric 
to erect sixty-five library branches, the average cost of each being $80,000. The 
offer was contingent on the city providing for the purchase of the sites and the 
maintenanoe of the cxxrpleted buildings.

Carnegie estimated that about forty branches were needed in Manhattan and the 
Bronx, and twenty-five for Brooklyn and Queens.

This niitber would provide one library for approximately every 53,000 persons in 
New York City, On i^rii 26, 1901, the State legislature authorized the board of 
estimate to accept Carnegie's offer and Ihe gift'was formally accepted on July 17 
of that year. On March 26, 1902, the original agreement, which had called for fewer 
than Carnegie's sixty-five branches, was amended to call for the construction of 
fifty library branches.

The New York Pxhlic Library Trustees contracted with three prominent 
arcMtectural firms for the design of the Carnegie branches: McKim, ffead & White; 
Carrere and Hasting; and Babb, Cook, and Willard. While each facade was designed 
for a particular site, the interior plan of each branch was similar. The standard 
pattern was a three-story building with adult circulation department on the first 
floor, a children's rocrni on the secx>nd, and an adult reading room on the third, 
along with the cnjstodian's apartment. 1914, thirty-seven Carnegie branches
were completed. Eleven of these were designed by McKim, Mead & White, New Yoric's
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9. Major Bibliographical References

See continviation sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property less than one acre 
Quadrangle name Oentral Park, N.Y., N. J.
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification ^ nominated property occupies Borough of 
Manhattan Tax Map Block 1831, Lot 26. See attached site map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

State code county code

state^ ^ ■ Form P^Gp3rGCi By Pavid j. Franberger, Besearch Consultant

Contact: Elizaoetn Spencer-
name/title Joan R. Olshansky, National Register Coordinator 518-474-04^9 ^

code county code

organization Landmarks Prese
ri^tion Ccranission date Deoenfcer 1979

street & number 305 telephone

city or town state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state ^ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Renter and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortlfh| the l^eritage c|>i|pa(ervati^n and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Director, Historic Presein/ation Field Services Bureau date

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property i^ included (H the National Register
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most popular architectural firm around the turn of the century, vho were responsible 
for bxiildings such as the Villard Houses (1884) and the Thiversity Club (1899).

TWO other branch libraries, the Yorkville Branch and the Hamilton Gran^ Branch, 
have been approved for nomination to the National Register. Additional buildings will 
be sT±(mitted after further survey and research effoi±s have been completed.

iv. ^Phyllis Dain, Ihe New York Public Library - A History of its Founding and 
Early Years. (New York: New York Pi±)lic Library, 1972), 209.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE new YORK

Date Entered MAV 6 I960

Ncune Location

Federal Reserve Bank of New York

Seguine House

St. Augustine's Chapel

Building at 45 East 66th Street

Scribner Building

American Fine Arts Society

Waldo, Gertrude Rhinelander, Mansion

Church of Notre Dame and Rectory

rNew York Public Library, 115th Street 
Branch Also Notified

New York 
New York County

Staten Island 
Richmond County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York 
New York Coxmty

New York 
New York County

New York 
New York County

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan
Honorable Jacob K. Javlts 
Honorable John M. Murphy 
Honorable S. William Green 
Honorable Charles B. Rangel

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Orin Lehman 
Commissioner 
Parks and Recreation 
Agency Building #1 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238

NR Byers/bjr 5/13/80
* For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.

..


