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1. Name__________________________
historic Lescaze House_____________________________________

and/or common_________________________________________________________

2. Location

•or HCRS use only i

,eo.i«ed FEB 2 9 1980

,g |Qg

street & number 211 East 48th Street not for publication

city, town New York vicinity of congressional district 18

state New York 036 New York code 061

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
building(s) __X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes; restricted government scientific

being considered ^ _ yes; unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other;

4. Owner of Property
name Mrs. William T.R.qc:;=itip

street & number 211 East 48th Str^p.-h.

city, town New York vicinity of state New York
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. N.Y. County Register's Office

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city, town New York state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title LL^nc^i^^i^ks Preservation Commissionhas this property been determined elegible?

date January, 1976 . federal . state - county ^ local

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission, 305 Broadway

city, town New York ____ New York



7. Description
Condition 

X excellent
------good

fair

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed

Check one 
X unaltered 

___ altered

Check one
—_original site
___ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

East 48th Street is a street of many uses and mixed building styles.
A number of nineteenth-century townhouses still remain, while a tall glass 
and steel skyscraper rises at the corner of Third Avenue. In 1933, when 
William Lescaze remodelled the Italianate brownstone which stood on this 
spot and turned it into this modern house, his neighbors were quite dismayed 
about the effect the building would have on the street. Today, the William 
Lescaze House sits quietly among its neighbors, more forceful in its clean 
lines and good proportions than the most ornate Victorian rowhouse.

A few steps below street level, and recessed beyond the plane of the 
facade, was the entrance to the Lescaze architectural office, which extended 
almost to the rear of the lot, below the residence and patios. A handsomej 
solid glass brick wall shields the office from the street.

A high stoop at the left side, also recessed into the body of the 
house, leads up to the doorway of the Lescaze residence. To the right of 
the door at this level is the service area, lighted by a narrow band of 
"ribbon" windows with casements which accent the curve of the facade.
Above this, the gray stucco facade (which was originally painted off-white) 
is dominated at the third and fourth floors by huge panels of glass block. 
They encompass almost the entire width of the building and are separated
from each other only by a narrow strip of wall.

The interiors of the house are light and airy, with an easy, flowing 
sense of space. Neutral, light colors were chosen for their capacity to 
reflect the sun. Most of the furnishings and accessories^ as well as the
indirect lighting, were designed by Lescaze specifically for this house. A
narrow staircase with a sweeping wood-trimmed bannister rises through the 
height of the house, from the eating and service ardas of the first floor, 
through the bedroom areas of the second floor, to the airy, open living 
room on the third floor. The sense of light and air at this top level is 
provided by a large, circular skylight near the center of the room, as well 
as by the large expanse of clear glass at the rear. Lescaze's concern for 
capturing light is also seen in the gentle curve of the rear wall of the 
master bedroom, cantilevered out from the rest of the building to look over 
the gardens of Turtle Bay.

Lescaze's widow presently resides at the house and has maintained it 
and its furnishings as they were when he lived there. Lescaze also 
remodelled the adjacent townhouse at No. 209 East 48th Street which is 
not part of this nomination. Because it is occupied by Lescaze's son 
and his family, there is access to this building through the Lescaze house, 
on the third floor.



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow

prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899
1900-

__ archeoiogy-prehistoric
__ archeology-historic
__ agricuiture

architecture 
__ art
__ commerce
__ communications '

rrr

. community pianning 

. conservation 

. economics 
education 

. engineering 

.exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention

landscape architecture, 
iaw

. literature 
military 

. music 

. phiiosophy 

. politics/government

religion 
. science 
. sculpture 
. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1933-34 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The house and office William Lescaze built for himself in 1933-34 
embodies the theory and practice of one of the most influential and 
articulate exponents of the modern movement in architecture.! The 
architect's goal of creating a structure which would be expressive of life 
in the twentieth century was fully realized in this house through the 
imaginative development of the narrow site and rational planning which 
functionally separated residential from office space. The apparent 
simplicity of the design is the result of a sophisticated analysis of 
proportional relationships, while the smooth surface, crisp articulation 
and deliberate avoidance of ornament is related to design concepts of the 
"International Style."

Born in Switzerland in 1896, William Lescaze studied under Karl Moser 
at the Polytechnic School in Zurich. From this teacher Lescaze learned to 
take a fluid and liberal approach to design problems, rather than an 
authoritarian and historical one. Further training in construction details 
came when he worked for Henri Sauvage in France. After Lescaze came to 
the United States in 1920, he maintained his contacts with the European 
designers whose work he admired, such as Bruno Taut. One of the most 
important sources of inspiration for Lescaze came from Le Corbusier and 
his Citrohan projects of the early 1920's. In these and other houses 
by Le Corbusier, one can see many elements which Lescaze later employed in 
his own home: the; geometric precision, the angularity, the smooth untextured
surface, the absence of extraneous applied ornament, the horizontal grouping 
of windows to form continuous "ribbons" across the facade^ and the use of flat 
roofs as outdoor living areas.

Lescaze began his career in this country in 1920 with the architectural 
firm of Hubbel and Benes in Cleveland. Nine years later he formed a partner­
ship with George Howe and their first important commission was for the Oak 
Lane Country Day School in Philadelphia, sponsored by the Leopold Stowkowskis. 
In this building the simple, flat wall surfaces were pierced by openings 
whose location and size were solely determined by the disposition of the 
rooms inside. Here is a clear expression of the interpenetration of exterior 
and interior spaces, a feature very evident on his own home.

iThe text of this report was taken almost in its entirety from the 
New York Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation Report, Lescaze House 
(LP-0898 ), by Ellen Kramer, January , 1976.
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The Howe-Lescaze partnership is best known for the Philadelphia 
Savings Fund Society (PSFS) Building in Philadelphia, built in 1929-32. 
This building was the second air-conditioned skyscraper in the United 
States and marked the first appearance on a monumental scale, of a design 
concept which was generally known as the "International style." 
Architectural historian William Jordy has called this building, "the most 
important structure between Sullivan's work of the nineties and the 
Seagram Building at the end of the fifties."2

In Lescaze's own home, the clear, clean lines of the facade are a 
result of a precise balancing of solids and voids and an avoidance of 
non-functional detail. The organization of the exterior is a direct 
reflection of the interior plan and results from a functional separation 
of office, which is on the ground level, and residential space, on the 
three floors above.

The house incorporated some of the newest available technology 
including the first residential use of central air conditioning and an 
early use of glass bricks and blocks as structural material. Lescaze 
claimed (although it has not been substantiated) that this was the first 
such use of these materials in this country. He used a hollow glass 
block for the bedroom and living room areas, for the insulation from cold 
and heat, the privacy and the protection from dirt and noise which this 
material provided. Clear glass was used in the kitchen and in the rear 
of the house where privacy was not a factor. Solid glass brick was used 
where its strength was most necessary, for example as paving on the 
terrace, over the office space below.

The William Lescaze House and Office is a prototypic building 
which today, more than forty years after its construction, still retains 
its aesthetic, structural and humanistic validity.

^William Jordy, Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 
(May, 1962). ------------ -----------------------------------------------------
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A more complete bibliography may be found in the New York City 
Landmarks Preservation Commission research file: Lescaze
House.

Barbey, Gilles. "William Lescaze (1896-1969) Sa carri^re et son 
oeuvre de 1915 ^ 1939," Werk 58, no. 8 (August, 1971) pp. 
559-63.

Landmarks Preservation Commission. Lescaze House Designation
Report (LP-0898), by Ellen Kramer. New York: City of New
York, 1967.

Lescaze, William. "These Documents Called Buildings,"
The Intent of the Artist, ed. Augusto Centano. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1941.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE >TPTJ VriRir

Date Entered MAY 9 1980

Name Location

Barber-Mulligan Fairm Avon vicinity 
Livingston and Monroe 

Counties

Edgewater Village Hall and Tappen Park Staten Island 
Richmond County

Lescaze House New York
Hew York County

Also Notified

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan

Honorable Jacob K. Javlts 
Honorable Barber B. Conable, Jr. 
Honorable John M. Murphy 
Honorable S. William Green

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Orln Lehman 
Commissioner 
Parks and Recreation 
Agency Building #1 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12238

NR ®^®^(/i’^^'urther ^/n/onnation, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.


