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1. Name

historic Bowling Green Fence § Park

and/or common

2. Location

street & number -f@ot—of Broadway, at Beaver Street <, ____not for publication

city, town New York ____ vicinity of congressional district 17

state New York . code 036 county New York code 061

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

___district _x_ public _X_occupied ____agriculture —__ museum

— building(s). —_ private —__unoccupied —_ commercial X park

____ structure ____both , __work in progress ____ educational ____ private residence

X site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment —religious

—__object ____in process ____yes: restricted —__government ___ scientific
—_being considered —x— Yyes: unrestricted ____industrial —_transportation

I 'no — military —__ other:

4. Owner of Property

name City of New York: Gordon Davis, Commissioner

street & number Department of Parks § Recreation, The Arsenal, 830 Fifth Avenue

city, town New York —_ vicinity of state New York 10021

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York County Register's Office

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city, town New York state New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Landmarks Preservation Commission has this property. been determined elegible? ___yes _— no

LP_OS48R
LI=Uo4%0

_ federal ___state ____county _X local
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
depository for survey records 305 Broadway

date July 14, 1970

city, town New York state New York




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—excellent __ deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site
X good —___ruins ___xaltered —___moved date
— fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

An elliptical-shaped area of approximately 1/2 acre, Bowling Green Park in
lower Manhattan is presently surrounded by tall office buildings. To the south
is the old United States Customs House, while the east and west are bordered by
two halves of Broadway which join at its northern end. The area$between the park
and the customs house and a small section to the north of the park are limited to
pedestrian traffic and laid in bluestone paving. This has the effect of increas-
ing the size of the park beyond that which is inside the iron fence.

A simple iron fence of thin spikes and posts surrounds the entire park, with
entrance gates at the north and south ends. The fence has undergone many restora-
tions through the years but parts of it are thought to be original. The gates are
similar but not identical and are composed of iron spikes with a diagonal element
running across them. From the gates, paths lined with wooden benches lead to and
surround the large, circular fountain in the middle of the park. Grass fills the
rest of the enclosed area and rows of trees outline the ellipse, just inside the
fence. Six 1 osts,similar to the original design but with stock electrical
lanterns, were restored to the fence and are spaced around it. The fence is but-
tressed throughout its length by thin iron rakers on the park side.

The park has undergone many changes of plan and individual elements through-
out the many years of its existence. In 1843, the neighboring property owners in-
stalled a fountain to celebrate the completion of the Croton Aqueduct which, for
the first time, provided the city with an adequate water supply. The fountain con-
sisted of ‘a circular basin with a pile of rocks in the center, from which jets of
water flowed. During this period deer and geese were kept in the enclosure. The
public was not uniformly happy with this arrangement however, and caused the basin
to be replaced with an ornamental iron fountain around 1850. Since that date Bowl-
ing Green has been:open to the public as 'a pleasing ornament to the lower part of
the city." A bronze statue of Abraham de Peyster was installed in the park in 1896.
De Peyster had been a successful merchant and had served as Treasurer under the
English and later as Mayor of New York from 1691-1695. In the course of the later
19th century, the area became completely commercial, and in 1914 the fence was dis-
mantled to allow for construction of the subway beneath the green. It was removed
to Central Park -- and there lay forgotten until 1919 when the greater part of the
fence was rediscovered and restored to Bowling Green.

In 1938, the park was rebuilt to a new design which included a path running
across the park from east to west, a subway entrance and a newspaper kiosk. The
fountain was removed from the center of the park and the de Peyster statue installed
there. Electric lanterns were placed on the fence and the walk was paved with flag-
stone and lined with benches.

A five-year restoration of the park was undertaken in 1971 by the vity and the

Metropolitan Transit Authority, with the aid of the Delacorte Foundation. The intent
of this restoration was to return the park as much as possible to an historic plan,

(See Continuation Sheet)
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keeping in mind the needs of its present users. The fence was repaired and
restored following the original design but without the finials. The gate at
the northern end was brought back from a museum. The subway entrance and
newspaper stand were removed from the park itself. Wooden benches, lanterns
similar to those on the original fence but of modern design, and London plane
trees were added as part of the restoration. In addition, the street to the
south, in front of the Customs House, was closed to vehicular traffic.

Activities associated with the use of the property may have produced sig-
nificant archeological remains. However the archeological potential has not
been assessed.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ rel.igion

__1400-1499 _ _ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —___science

___1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics _literature __sculpture

_x 1600-1699 ____ architecture —education — military ___social/

1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian

____1800-1899 ____ commerce _x__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy _ theater

—1900- ____ communications __industry _ X politics/government ____ transportation
____invention _X_other (specify)

History

Specific dates 1733/1771/1776 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Bowling Green Park and Fence, in lower Manhattan, is a unique survivor
of the period immediately preceding the American Revolution and has historical
associations with some of the earliest settlements of New York City. Throughout
the various changes which the surrounding streets have undergone, Bowling Green
has remained in use as a park and meeting place for nearby residents and business
people for almost 250 years.

Legend has it that on the site of Bowling Green Park Peter Minuit made the
bargain in which he bought Manhattan Island from the Indians for 24 dollars. In
the 1630's and 40's, the area was part of a large hog and cattle market. British
soldiers, stationed at the fort which stood on the site of the present customs
house, used Bowling Green as a parade ground in 1684. In 1733, the area was
fenced and leased to nearby residents for their use as a bowling green, for a term
of eleven years, on payment of an annual rental of one peppercorn.

A gilded equestrian statue of George III was erected in the park in 1770 to
celebrate '"his eminence'" and ''to perpetuate...the singular benefits received from
him...'" The 4,000 pound lead statue was made in London and was modelled after
that of Marcus Aurelius in Rome. The following year, in 1771, the existing iron
fence was installed, enclosing the oval space that transformed an awkward plot
into an elegant design. Its purpose, according to the Common Council, was to pre-
vent the area from becoming '"a recepticle (sic) of all the filth and dirt of the
neighborhood."

The statue soon became the hated symbol of tyranny and was pulled down and
hacked apart by a crowd of soldiers and civilians on July 9, 1776 -- the day the
Declaration of Independence reached New York from Philadelphia and was read to
the troops. Parts of the statue were melted down and cast into bullets for the
Continental Army. The fence fared better than the statue, although it too was
partially pulled down during the Revolution. The small ornaments, which originally
capped the posts and were variously described as royal crowns or iron balls, were
broken off by patriots and used for ammunition.

The fence was repaired in 1786. O01d views show that graceful lamps, set at
intervals above the posts, once adorned it. In 1791, the fence and the English
stonework in which it was embedded, were raised two feet above the original level.
A beautification program was inaugurated in 1819, when the Common Council granted
the request of neighborhood residents that they be allowed to plant trees and
shrubbery in the green, and in 1825 it was "laid down in grass." In those days,
Bowling Green was the center of an elegant residential neighborhood, surrounded

(See Continuation Sheet)



9. Major Bibliographical References

A complete bibliography may be found in the New York City Landmarks Preservation
Commission research file: Bowling Green Park & Fence.

10. Geographical Data UTH NoT
Acreage of nominated property Approx. 1/2 acre AEREAGE Num LT

Quadrangle name __Jersey City Quadrangle scale L3 24000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification g 3
Manhattan Tax Map, Block 12, Lot 28, See attached map. Elliptical Park dividing
Broadway at its southern end. : rio ¢ 4

List all -s'tateQ and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county _ code

state code ‘ county code

11. Form Prepared By

Virginia Kurshan, Research Consultant for Contact: Elizabeth Spencer-Ralph

nameftitle. r 518-474-0479, Div. for
' . Historic Preservation

organization : ) dnad date __August, 1979

street & number 305 Broadway : [ - telephone ¢pqygpg.7577

city or town New York state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated sighlficance of this property within the étate is:

_x__ national ____ state __local

As the designatedlstate Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic :Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certlfy that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Hegitage Consewr Recreatlon Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature \r\ &

title Director, Historic Preservation F1e1d Serv1ces Bureau - 2/ &5

GPO 938 835
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by handsome red brick Federal houses.

The green has had many alterations in the more than 250 years of its
existence. Different fountains, statues and path arrangements have been
installed and removed. The three-story houses which surrounded the park
have given way to large skyscrapers. Throughout all the changes and events
which have taken place both inside and outside the fence, the park has
maintained its historic name and public use and continues to serve the near-
by commercial areas as a park and meeting place.
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Belden, Ezekiel Porter. New York —— as it is. New York: J.P. Prall, 1949.

. New York: Past, Present and Future. New York: G.P. Putnam's

Sons, 1949.

Board of Assistant Alderman. City of New York Document 8, New York. May 1834-
May 1835.

Goodrich. Picture of New York and Strancer's Guide. New York: Privately Printed,
1828.

"Past and Present Blend," New York Nowntown News, (October 1, 1977), no pacge.

New York Times. September 24, 1977

Stathos, Harry. "Visitors Declare Old Customs House a Big Hit," Daily News,
July 2, 1976, page unknown. '

Tanner, H.S. Stranger's Guide to the City of New York and its Fnvirons. New York:
T.R. Tanner, 1845,
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Bow!ing Green Park and Fence, New York, NY(Co.
Photo by: Stephen L. Senigo, 1979.
Neg, at: New York City Landmarks Preservation

Comm i 55 fon,
View to the North. FEB . 9 1380
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Bowiing Green F‘erk and Feﬁm, New York, NY[ o,
‘fPho‘ro by: Stephen L. Senigo, 1979,
J-Neg. at: New York City Landmarks Preservafnen
Commission, FEB 29 1980
Saction of Park and Fence with !ampposts,
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ﬁzfli ng Green Park and Fence, New York, NY(o.

Photo by: Stephen L, Senigo, 1979,

Neg, at: New York City Landmarks Preservation
Commission,

Gate on North side of Park. FEB 2 9 1980
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Bow?:ng Green Park and Fence, New York, New York
Photo by: Stephen L, Senigo, 1979, AW N
Neg, at: New York City Landmarks Preservation
Commission,
Fountain and tablet laid during IQAO'E
reconstruction. FEB 2 9 1380
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Bsovﬁcing Green Parkém;?ce, New York, NY,lo
Photo by: Stephen L. Senigo, 1979,

Neg, at: New York City Landmarks Preservation
Commission,
Overall view from West, FEB 2 9 1980
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _NEW YORK

Date Entered

APR 9 J98D

Name

St. Monica's Church

Williamsburgh Savings Bank

New Utrecht Reformed Church and Buildings
<:ffz}ing Green Fence and Park

Sea and Land Church

St. Thomas Church and Parish House

Marble Collegiate Reformed Church

Also Notified

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan

Honorable Jacob K. Javits
Honorable Joseph P. Addabbo
Honorable Frederick W. Richmond
Honorable Leo C. Zeferetti
Honorable John M. Murphy
Honorable S. William Green

NR Byers/bjr 4/16/80

State Historic Preservation Officer
Orin Lehman

Mr.

Location

Jamaica
Queens County

Brooklyn
Kings Couaty

Brooklyn
Kings County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

Commissioner

Parks and Recreation
Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

\————_ For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



