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The Ansonia, an apartment-hotel constructed between 1899 and 1904, was designed
by Paul E. M. Duboy in the French Beaux-Art style. It occupies the entire blockfront
on Broadway between 73rd and 74th Streets on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, and
rises on a conspicuous site to a height of seventeen stories.

The building is an irregular H shape in plan, and approximately 200 by 200 feet in
size. Two entrances lead to a block-long corridor from 73rd to 74th Streets. Maximum
light and air is provided to the apartments by recessed courts: two on the north side
(74th Street), two on the south side (73rd Street), and one on the Broadway side.

The three main facades are characterized by overscaled Beaux-Art details, but
an effect of lightness and grace has been achieved by the careful massing of elements.
A sense of verticality established by tiers of windows and recessed courts is skillfully
modulated by a series of horizontal balconies. Large limestone balconies run just
above the three story rusticated base and near the top of the building between the
twelfth and thirteenth floors. Smaller limestone and iron balconies divide the
intermediate floors.and define major window groupings.

A careful choice of materials also contributes an air of delicacy to this massive
structure. Highly ornamental ironwork is contrasted against white-glazed terra cotta
and limestone details, and quoins and restication are contrasted against smooth panels
of light-colored brick.

The building's most striking features are domed corner towers on Broadway that
rise slightly above and repeat the theme of the three story convex mansard roof that
crowns the building.

Techniques well in advance of their day were employed in the building's construction.
All masonry construction and thick interior partitions were used to make the building
fireproof and also rendered it soundproof. Six passenger elevators plus service
elevators provided circulation. When the hotel opened, it had attractions unheard of
at the time, such as two swimming pools and a roof garden.

A number of alterations have been made to the Ansonia. The ground floor archways
have been altered into shopfronts, some of the balconies and railings are missing,
and cupolas that once crowned the corner towers have been removed. The lobby has
been remodeled, but retains its original plan and marble floors. The main staircase,
constructed of ornate iron and marble, is the most important original interior
feature. Several of the apartments retain their original plan, but most have been
divided to increase the original 300 suites into about 540 apartments.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ansonia Hotel is world-renowned as a center of musical activity. Designed
with a truly splendid Beaux-Arts exterior, it was solidly built with virtually
soundproof construction and was the largest apartment-hotel in the world.

The Ansonia Hotel was built by William Earl Dodge Stokes, a noted capitalist and
builder who was one of the leading developers of Riverside Drive and the Upper West
Side. It wds designed, in accordance with his specific instructions, by Paul DuBoy,

a French architect. It was built by the Onward Construction Company which was owned
by Stokes and for which he served as treasurer. His personal fortune had been inherited
from his father, James Stokes, a partner in Phelps, Dodge & Co.

The name Ansonia was derived from Ansonia, Connecticut, where Stokes spent many
sumers and the town, in turn, had been named for Anson Greene Phelps, his maternal
grandfather, who founded the Ansonia Brass & Copper Company.

Mr. S®okes had many ideas in advance of his day that were carried out in the
construction of the Ansonia which he superintended in person. His early advocacy
of fireproofing accounts for the all-masonry construction and the thickness of the
interior partitions. In order to insure its high quality, he had the terra cotta
ornament made at a plant he owned at Perth Anboy, New Jersey, under the supervision
of a manager brought over from France. The elevators were likewise installed by
firm he owned in Worcester, Massachusetts. y

The Ansonia Hotel is known the world over as a residence for musicians. Among
those who have lived there are Leopold Auer, Karin Branzell, Enrico Caruso, Gatti
Casazza, Bruna Castagna, Feodor Chaliapin, Fausta Cleva, Alessio De Paolis, Mischa
Elman, Geraldine Farrar, Herbert Janssen, Lauritz Melchior, Yehudi Menuhin, Ezio
Pinza, Lily Pons, Tito Schipa , Friedrich Schorr, Antonio Scotti, Igor Stravinsky,
and Arturo Toscanini. Theatrical notables who have lived in the Ansonia include:
Billie Burke, Florenz Ziegfeld, De Wolf Hopper, and Sol Hurok as well as the authors,
Theodore Dreiser, Elmer Rice and W.L. Stoddard. Because of the many musicians
who have lived there, the Ansonia's private apartments have been used
for countless music lessons over the years. The building therefore has

historic significance in music education.
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This architecturally significant example of the French
Beaux-Art style is visually striking when viewed from Broadway
or from Verdi Square which is adjacent to it. Although a massive
building, its design is at once extremely forceful, and rhythmic
with varied design elements so that the structure's physical
impact is not overwhelming. The set back arched entrances on
the side streets (see photo 4) are grand and yet human oriented;
an amusing face stares down from the massive archway. The richly
decorated surfaces (see photo 3) vastly enrich the experience of
the passerby. The Ansonia is a distinctive example of turn-of-
the-century, urban architecture and well represents the period
taste for highly decorative surfaces.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATICNAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YORK

Date Entered JAN l 03!980
Name Location
Flower, Roswell P., Memorial Library Watertown
: Jefferson County
Bloomingburgh Reformed Protestant Dutch Church Bloomingburgh
Sullivan County
Williams, Johann, Farm Niagara Falls

Niagara County

f Ansonia Hotel . - New York
A New York County

New Amsterdam Theater New York
New York County

Gifford-Walker Farm North Bergen

Genesee County
Brooklyn Borough Hall Brooklyn

Kings County
Mann, Andrew, Inn Unadilla

Otsego County

Brandreth Pill Factory Ossining
Westchester County

Also Notified

1/17/80

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan

—
‘s Honorable Jacob, K. Javits State Historic Preservation Officer
Y, Honorable Robért C. McEwen Mr. Orin l.ehman’
% Honorable Matthew F. McHugh Conmissioner
2| Honorable John J. La Falce Parks and Recreation

Honorable 7Ted Weiss Agency Building {1

iionorable Barber B. Conable, Jr. Zmpire State Plaza
~ | lionorable Frederick V. Richmond - Albany, llew Yorlk 12238
“*1 onorable Janes M. lHanley

morable dichard L. Ottincer



ANSONIA TENANTSS
COALITION 2588

2109 Broadway NewYork NY 10023

8/8/85

Mr. Gene A. Norman, Chairman
Landmark Preservation Commission
20 Vesey Street

New York, NY 10007

Re: The Ansonia
2101-15 Broadway
V~-84-0513

Dear Mr. Norman:

Enclosed for your records are enlargements of photographs submitted to the
Commission on 7/10/84, which show the Ansonia's workmen in the act of defacing
cartouches located on the SE corner of the South Central Bay at the 15th floor
level. After receiving our 7/10/84 letter, the Commission allowed 4 other stone
cartouches to be destroyed with black tar (they are located on the SW corner
of the South Central Bay and the SE corner of the SW Bay). Then the Commission
authorized the landlord to cover up this defacement with a beige-colored com-
pound without .even ascertaining the chemical composition of said compound. The
Commission removed the violation numbered V-84-0513, even though it is clear
that these cartouches have been defaced beyond repair.

Although the Commission saw fit to send our landlord copies of all of the -
tenants' communications, it never offered the tenants the ‘same courtesy of
sending them copies of the landlord's correspondence. Although we requested
written information about violation #V-84-0513, we were unable to obtain it without
the intervention'of our elected public officials.

Subsequently, we wrote to you about a dozen violations which had been placed
on hazardous balconies by the Dept. of Buildings. Since these items required
immediate repairs, we expected to hear from you within a week or two, after
delivering our letter to the Commission on April 19. Yet, nearly three and one
half months have passed without our receiving one word from your Commission on

the matter.

The preservation of the rich architectural heritage of our city, indeed, of
our country, depends upon the vigilance of your Commission in preventing such
- depredations as those which Ansonia Associates have committed upon our building.

Sincerely yours,
‘ZZ : %.

Thomas Soja
President
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