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1, Name__________________________
historic American Fine Arts Society____________________________

and/or common Art Students League

2. Location

For HCRS use only 

received p£g g 9 1980

street & number 215 Vfest 57th Street not for publication

city, town New York vicinity of congressional district 18

state New York code 036 county New York code061

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
_K_ building(s) ^ private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

___ being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military . other:

4. Owner of Property
name American Fine Arts Society
street & number 215 W. 57th Street

city, town New York . vicinity of state New York 10019

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York County Register's Office
street & number 31 Chantaers Street

city, town New York ^tate New York

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Landrtiark Preserv?it-i nn rnTtmi ggion

(LP-0255)
has this property been determined elegible? . yes X

date Decanter 10, 1968 . federal . state . county X local

depository for survey records Landmark Preservation Commission 305 Broadway

city, town
New York

state New York



7. Description
Condition Check one Check one

X excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
nnnri ruins X altered moved date

- ■' ■ fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Kie American Fine Arts Society, now the Art Students League, is an elegant 
building located on Ifest 57th Street in midtown Manliattan. The front portion 
of the building is four stories in height, and a central li^t court divides this 
from a lower wing vdiich extends through the block to 58th Street. 'Ihe 57th Street 
facade is executed in limestone, and is a formal, syimetrical oonposition 
inspired by French Renaissance designs.

The ground floor features severe, rectangular windows unified by a sill 
vMch runs the width of the building. The main, round-arched entrance is 
centrally located and flanked by candelabra-like spindles. The doors themselves 
are recessed behind wroi#it-iron gates. A small comice separates the ground 
and second floors, and serves as a sill for a central grouping of three round- 
arcted windows at the seccnd flocj: v^ich are omaitented with delicate foliate 
designs and framed by sc\olptured colonettes. snail rectangular windows topped 
by ornate gables punctuate the end hays at this floor.

A wide bandcourse raaJies the transition to the third floor, v^ich features 
fenestration similar to that on the floor below. The central window grouping 
is coitposed of rectangular openings with heavy stone, transom bars and mullions. 
These openings are framed by flat pilasters vMch extend through another band- 
ooirrse to frame three foliate panels, centered above the window bay, which feature 
the words, "Painting," "Arcliitecture," and "Sculpture."

A heavy classical cornice projects above the third floor level, and this 
is topped by a stone balxjstracte with deoorative urns, arid a clay tile nansard 
roof.

The 58th Street facade is about three stories in height. A wrou^t-iron 
fence runs along tlie sidewalk, protecting a row of slanted skyli(^ts. Above 
the skyli^ts are several courses of buff-colored brick, form a base for a
dark bride facade with blind recessed arches, topped by a corbelled brick comice. 
At either end of the facade are arched entrances covered by square pordies. The 
porches are supported by square oolxmns with delicate ornament similar to that on 
the 57th Street facade.

The interior of the building is used as gallery and studio space, and still 
retains some of its original details. The foyer features narble mosaic floors, 
oak wood-jork, shouldered ardiitrave moldings, and stained-glass transom panels.
The second floor gallery has a large fireplace mantel, but most of the studio 
space is siirple and utilitarian, especially in the rear section of the building.



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899
1900-

. archeology-prehistoric 

. archeology-historic 

. agriculture 

. architecture 
art

. commerce 

. communications

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 
engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry

landscape architecture- 
law

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation
. invention . other (specify)

Specific dates 1891-92 Buiider/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Henry J. Hardenbergh 
in. collaboration wltli:
Walter C. Hunting 
John C. Jacx±isen

'Ihe Aiterican Fine Arts Society, with its classical proportions and erudite 
tise of French Renaissance ornament, is a fitting headquarters for one of tlie 
most inportant alliances of arts organizations in New York. Ihe edifice was 
erected in 1891-92 according to the oarpetition-winnning design of prcaninent 
New York architect Henry Janeway Hardenbergh, in collaboration with Walter 
C. Hunting and Jolin C. Jacobsen. It served as headquarters for tlie American Fine 
Ai±s Society,incorporated in 1889 bo provide facilities and ejdiibitions for the 
Society of American Artists, The Architectxoral Leagre, and the Art Students League.

The design of the American Fine Arts Society building was determined by a 
conpetition arranged by the Coimiittee on Sites and Plans of the Architectural 
League. The building was to be constructed on Vfest 57th Street on a plot vMch 
the American Fine Arts Society had purchased for $154,000 in flay of 1890, 
shortly after the formation of the ^society. Ihe conditions of the ccxtpetition were 
announced in the surtiter of 1890. Included on the jury of award for the ooirpetition 
v^re William M. Chase, President of the Society of American Artists; Russell 
Sturgis, President of the Architectural League; E.D. French, President of the 
American Fine Arts Society; Chairman Marquand of the American Fine Arts Association; 
and Edward Kendall of the Sites and Plans Committee.

Designs for the new headquarters building were to be siSamitted by Septeitfoer 1, 1890, 
and in the case of disagreeiiEnt among the jury, prominent architect William Morris Hunt 
would join the corrmittee to settle the dispute. Over thirty-five entries were submitted, 
and by October, 1890, the jury had chosen the designs of three finalists: H. J. Hardenber^
and Associates, Edmund B. Wfells, and Babb, Cook & Willard. Six other firms re<3eived 
honorable mentions.

By Deoenber of 1890, the jury had awarded the contract for the winning design to 
Henry Janeway Hardenbei#i, in association with Walter C. Hunting and John C. Jacxtosen. 
Hardenber^ had served as Secretary to the Ooimdttee on Sites and Plans. The New Yoric 
Times characterized tte design of the new building as that "of the Renaissanoe of Frances I of France."^

Henry Janeway Hardenbergh (1874-1918) was a leader in the field of apartment and 
hotel design. He won early recxjgnition for his famed Dakota i^artments (1880-84) on 
Central Park Vfest, and also used many of the same itedieval motifs on an industrial build
ing at 376-80 Lafayette Street. Besides the Art Students LeagtE, his most widely recogniz
ed worics were the Plaza Hotel of 1907 in New York, and the Copley Plaza of 1912 in 
Boston.



9. Major Bibliographical References
(see cxDntinuatien sheet)

10. Geographical Data QTM WflT I/FRIFIFP
Acreage of nominated property less than one 
Quadrangle nama Central Park, N.Y., N.J

UMT References

Cs&e attached site mapI
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Hie noininated property occupies Borough of I^Ianhattan Tax Map Block 1029,lot;23.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By David J. Frairterqer, Research Consultant
naiTu^tttle^ * (SiH^^y^'^^lROTia^^giiter^CoOTdinator

organization Laxidmarks Preservation Commission date Deoeriter 1979

street & number 305 Broadi^ay telephone

city or town New Yoiic state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is;

___ national ___ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated "
according to the criteria and procedures set forth 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

le Heritage Conse rvatiori and Recreation Service.

title Director, Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau ^jgtg
XJ2

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date
Keeper of the National Register y 

Attest: l\ (
^ftls

date

‘1

Iti
I

GPO 938 8 3 5
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The American Fine Arts Society was formed in 1889 from seoarate organizations for 
the purpose of "securing a permanent hame vAiich could serve as a cluihhouse for meirbers 
and fellows of the societies, as a place where instruction in the fine arts could be 
given, and vtere the work of artists could be exhibited Nearly all major
fine arts esdiibitions tA^re held in the American Fine Arts Society's galleries until 
1941, vdien the National Acadeiw of Design, v4iich had absorbed the Society of American 
Artists, acquired its own building and moved to Fifth Avenue. The Architectural League 
established new quarters in 1927. The Art Students Tjeague purchased the interests of 
the other two tenants in 1941 and is new sole owner of the American Fine Arts Society 
building.

The Art Students League, founded in 1875, held its fir^t art classes in a building 
on Fifth Avenue and Sixteenth Street, ^he school occupied soaoe at two other locations 
in Manhattan before they moved to Fifty-Seventh Street in 1892. The roster of former league 
students, menbers and instructors rea^ like a who's who in Aiterican art. The school 
has had a tremendous influence on art in this country. The meitbership represents every 
idiom of the arts, vhose creative efforts have been the recipients of many national awards 
and prizes. Artists associated with the Art Students Leagte incliade: George Jnness,
John LaFarge, William ^ferritt Chase, Robert Henri, George Bellows, John Sloan, Thomas Hart 
Benton, Max Vfeber, Reginald ?4arsh, John Steuart Curry, Augustus Saint-Gaudans, Daniel 
Chester French, Gertrude V. lAhitnev.

Footnotes

^Tew York Times, Decentoer 21, 1890, 11 

• hbid.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE NEW YORK

Date Entered MAY 6 B80 -

Ncune Location

Federal Reserve Bank of New York New York
New York County

Segulne House
•

Staten Island
Richmond County

St. Augustine's Chapel New York
New York County

Building at 45 East 66th Street New York
New York County

Scribner Building New York
New York County

American Fine Arts Society New York
New York County •t

. i

Waldo, Gertrude Rhinelander, Mansion

Church of Notre Dame and Rectory

X

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

New York Public Library, 115th Street
Branch ,,. ^Also Notified

New York
New York County

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan
Honorable Jacob K. Javlts
Honorable John M, Murphy
Honorable S. William Green
Honorable Charles B. Rangel

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Orln Lehman
Commissioner
Parks and Recreation
Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

NR Byers/bjr 5/13/80
—' For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.


