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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house known as Hillcrest is located in Lima, a village of
approximately 3,500 people, located in the town of Lima in northwestern
Livingston County. Lima is 35 miles south of the city of Rochester, to
which it is linked by State Route 15. Hillcrest derives its name from
its situation on a knoll overlooking West Main Street, one-half mile
west of the village center(Photo #1?. The grounds are shaded by many
mature trees, the result of an extensive landscaping effort of the
early twentieth century. - The nomination includes the remaining out-
buildings and the entire four acres of the park-like property, which
maintain the historic visual context of this hilltop residence.

The remaining outbuildings include a gazebo constructed from the original
privy and the carriage barn. These are located to the southeast of
the house.

Stylistically, the house is a combination of Federal and Greek Revival
design elements(photos 2-10). Given the construction period of the house
(1838-1840), the explanation for the conservative character of the
house may be attributed to the taste of the first owner.

The entire house is constructed of painted brick laid in common
bond. The windows and doorways have cut stone sills and lintels. The
foundation is of coursed rubble stone (photo 2&4).The main block, oriented
on an east-west.axis, is two stories in height. The facade and south ele-
vation are five bays. wide and the east.and west elevations are four bays
wide(photos 2- 4).” A one-story wing is located at the rear (south
side) of the house (photos 4,5). The house is predominantly Federal
on the exterior, with stepped gables, linked end wall chimneys, small
delicate cornices and gable fanlights. The Greek Revival elements are
found primarily on the interior.

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the facade(photo #6).
It is flanked by four Ionic colonettes and two sidelights, and topped by
a rectangular transom. The door itself is not the original and appears
to date from the period of about 1902-1903. At this time also, the three-bay,
semicircular portico was added to the facade and a balustrade was restored
to the roofline of the house (Photo #2).

The windows of the main block are fitted with six over six sash and
louvered shutters, with the exception of two small three-over-three and
two, twelve-over-twelve second floor south windows. The south wing has
a variety of window types. . The west side of this wing has a projected
triple window with stained “glass transoms, and two shuttered one-over-
one windows(Photo # 4). The south elevation is pierced by two shuttered
two-over-two windows and a small one-over-one gable window. The east
wall of the wing has asegmentally arched rear entrance (which contains a
shuttered, two-over-two window) and a small, one-over-one landing
window(Photo #5).
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The interior of the main block is divided by a transverse, north-south
entry and stair hall(Photos #7 & #8). To the left (east) of the stair
hall are located the Greek Revival double parlors(Photo #9). They are
connected by sliding six-panel double doors, which are grained to resemble
mahogany. Above the doors is a heavy entablature carried on panelled
pilasters. The matching fireplaces with removable mantle shelves of
mahogany, echo the design of this doorway. A deeply moulded cornice
enframes the ceiling. The remaining decorative details in the room are
predominantly Federal in style,as is the trim throughout the rest of the
house: panelled, foot-high baseboards and symmetrically-moulded casings
with corner blocks which trim the openings of the rooms(Photos #7-10).
Doors have six-panels rather than the more typically Greek Revival one
or two(Photo 9) and the upstairs hall and alcove are joined by an ellip-
tical archway with keystone. To the right (west) of the first-floor hall-
way is a dining room (photo 10) and a bedroom. In between these two
larger rooms, a bath and a ctoset were installed in 1902-03, replacing
a service stairway. The fireplace in the dining room received a new
surround at this time, and there is evidence that a fireplace was blocked
off in the bedroom.

At the south end of the hall is the library. This room was converted
from use as a kitchen in 1903 when it was remodeled in the Romanesque mode
with a triple window and oak woodwork” for use as a dining room. A
service stair and closet that date from the remodeling are located to the
left (east) of this room A vestibule at the rear entrance leads into the
library and the new kitchen (see floor plan).

The most imposing feature of the hall itself is the main stairway
with its graceful curve at the top(Photos #7 & #8). The second-floor
rooms are arranged around a central hall which overlooks the open stair
well.

The white clapboard gazebo was partially reconstructed in the

early twentieth century to complement the surrounding former rose
gardens (Photo #12). The carriage barn appears to date from the mid-nine-

teenth century , and was probably built soon after the house was built.

It is constructed of hand-hewn, mortised and tenoned oak beams and
stands on a random rubble foundation. The interior consists of a large
room with a hayloft,a small ante-room at the front (north) and a

small room at the east side of the building (photo #11 and floor plan).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Hillcrest is an illustration of the wealth of the Genesee Valley
during its agricultunﬂ peak in the second quarter of the nineteenth

century.

It is also a sophisticated,

yet conservative,

rural vernacular New York architecture of this period.

example of

Although built near the end of the Greek Revival period in western
Hillcrest's design makes reference to the architectural forms

New York,
of the Federal style.

For throughout both the interior and exterior,

the forms employed in the original design are almost entirely Federal.
The exterior symmetry of the building is repeated inside by a spacious

center hallway which opens into twin double parlors.
Revival features are the deeply cut
enframe almost all of the doorways and windows

Construction of the home for Erastus Clark began in 1838.
purchased theland parcels for his estate in 1827 and 1834.
a partner in a local dry goods firm (1817-1830)

first board of trustees of the Genesee Wesleyan Seminary.

(listed in the National Register in 1976) was located at the

The finest Greek
moldings and corner blocks which
(photos #7 and 10).

He had
Clark was

and a member of the

The seminary
edge

of the village and made Lima a primary seat of learning in western
New York during the nineteenth century.
1840 and occupied by the Clark family for twelve years.

In 1852,
and owner of racing stables.
occupied the house until 1902.
deteriorated due to a lack of maintenance.

The next owner of the house was Edward F.
from the nearby village of Honeoye Falls.
Dibble added the

nurseryman,
purchasing the house in 1902,
its Ionic columns,
converted the kitchen into a
under the first floor rooms used for the Dibbles'

DY ;
and remained there until 1977 when Mrs.

present occupants,

Today Hillcrest,

and Mrs.

Mr.

and Mrs.

Hillcrest was purchased by Anthony Yorks,
After his death, his two spinster daughters
During this time,

"Romanesque"

Dibble,

on its imposing site above Main Street,

the house

The house was completed in

an auctioneer

a seeds and

Soon after
semicircular portico with
restored the balustrade to the north roofline,

dining room and added bracing
large parties.

Frank Barber of Rochester purchased Hillcrest in 1926
Barber sold the house to the
Jay Berlove.

remains the

finest and most architecturally significant residence in the village of

Lima.

It is also a symbol of the period when Lima was an important farm
community and center of learning in early upstate New York.
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Lima ' not to scale
Livingston County '
New York
Date: 1979.






Y3 I0N

KemaaTaq , WOO¥-ALNY

LAOTAVH HLIM WOOY NIVIW

WOOod
ONILNYTId

NIVvd dDVIYIVD

7242 West Main Street

HILLCREST
Lima

not to scale

Livingston County
New York
Date: 1979



[ < i | »»

.‘1' Fa _--j ’t"» G
Po5 N e e S

wile e
g 4
7:_« ”




z_>

Routes 5 & 20/ West Main Street

275 feet

500 feet

Hillcres

(.

arn/Carriage House

I 7'Gazebo

200 feet

560 feet

SITE PLAN

HILLCREST

7242 West Main Street
Lima - o
Livingston County
New York

Date: 1979,




MAY

6 1980



‘i-"-.

8.0 A (C)

75974- 103927

Rt

65

24(©

76038-105938

nz.2 ©
033(5)

@
4

5 761 37-105930 ol

1049

15) 841

76036105918

30AI(C
76053-105;

\ ! 760/6-105915 -ii
W Tioss ';\—L—. s Lk 76041-105902 ‘
‘!ﬂwes ; 3| 70 =i
108,31 | o9 :
lﬂ DRIVE ~ (60)
N 4%2(s) l
38A (C
|
Fi
FEB . § =2
HILLCREST
7242 West Main Street
Lima -5
Livingston County
New York
Zone 18 - l
TAX MAP - property boundaries. l
outlined <smsed.
ch("ﬂd Tax Map 37 14

R T A
| e [ s 3713 < 3715 LIVINGETON COUNTY. N¥.
—— TAX MAP BLOCK No SCALED  DIMENSION 160(S ) e
113 =—SCH—— TAX MAP PARCEL Nc. T600-I- 11 DEED DIMENSION 7% 2 37'71 Caaphw wale
3 — === FILED PLAN LOT No 4 CO-ORDINATE LOCATOR 66879 109658 SHEET INDE X war GATE
LA

FIRE DISTRICT LINE

—F

GREAT LOT No

7093710 3713

VILLAGE  OF

LIMA

ONLY AND
BOUNDA

OR TAx PUR
POSES
RY LOCATIONS



B JCco2( Y8
Working Number

State C
: 77?" {MIWAAl ;'ﬂg'id 753

TECHNICAL 7 | CONTROL
Photos —/Z
Maps éZ

HISTORIAN

"L«U}D&LM 4 1888 swiduuliad durip— ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

aea ¥

TV L ook bregiy |ttty <o i

,Lowa ve — drel |, deo TS Commumting , ThL ke
ol simalie Ot )

howe Cowhineo Fedead 4erw&p,amﬁpMANw7+- o\ 8d

Dok mcmw s gi‘mv o1 ool - ARCHEOLOGIST

Con ¥ buste WM s Alijn

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

Al
{ B

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered MAY 6 1980
Federal Register Entry cQ~§3‘ 8! Re-submit

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service






Description: Site photo, looking southeast,across
Route 5 & 20. North facade & west
elevation. Carriage house in rear.

Hillcrest

Town of Lima (Village of Lima)

Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec.77

Negative at: L&ndmark Society of Western N.Y. Inc.

Photograph # 1/A>Z
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Description:

NorTH FACADE , wWith portico and roof

balustrade

Hillcrest

Town of Lima (Village of Lima)

Livingston County

New York )

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec.77

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western N.Y. Inc.

Photograph # %/{/ZL

FEB 29 1980
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Description:

NORTH FACADE,with portico;

EAST ELEVATION (looking south west)

Hillcrest

Town of Lima (Village of Lima)
Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec.77

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western N.Y. Inc.

Photograph # 3//2,

FEB 2 9 1980
MAY

6 1980
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Description:

WEST ELEVATION (looking east)

Hillcrest

Town of Lima (Village of Lima)
Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec. 77

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western N.Y. Inc.

Photograph # 47(/2/

FEB 2 9 1980






Description:

EAST & SOUTH ELEVATIONS, looking
north _west across former rose garden,

Hillcrest

Town of Lima (Village of Lima)

Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec.77

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western N.Y. Inc.

Photograph # 5/72/

FEB 29 1980
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Description:

NORTH FACADE; detail,main entrance)
51delights,p11asters.

(looking south)

Hillcrest

Town of Lima (Village of L1ma)

Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec.77

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western N.Y. Inc.

Photograph # 6// z

"FEB 29 1980






Description:

INTERIOR: Main entrance, north wall:
sidelights, moldings,
(looking north)

Hillcrest

Town of Lina (Village of Lima)

Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec.77

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western N.Y. Inc.

Photograph# 7)//2/

FEB 2 9 1980
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Description:

INTERIOR: main staircase, banister, newel

post, door moldings.
(looking south)

Hillcrest

Town of Lima (Village of Lima)
Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec.7 7

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western N.Y. Inc.

Photograph # 8//‘"V

FEB 2 9 1980

MAY






Description:

INTERIOR: front parlor - painted wood

"grained" doors, mantle,
moldings.
(looking south west)

Hillcrest

Town of Lima (Village of Lima)

Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec.77

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western N.Y. Inc.

Photograph # 9/, /4

FEB 2 9 1980






Description:

INTERIOR: Dining Room - mantle,moldings.

(looking north west)

Hillcrest

Town of Lima (Village of Lima)

Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove, Dec. 77

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western N.Y. Ihe.

Photograph # 10// z

FEB 2 9 1900






DESCRIPTION: CARRIAGE BARN: North Facade, East Eleva-
tion(looking southwest).

HILLCREST

Town of Lime(Village of Lima)

Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove Dec. 1977.

Negative at: Landmark Jociety of Western New York,Inc.

Photograph #11 / )Y

FEB 2 9 1980
MAY 6 J980






DESCRIPTION: GAZEBO, North Facade, East Elevation
(looking south west)

HILLCREST

Town of Lima (Village of Lima)

Livingston County

New York

Photo by: Jay Berlove Dec. 1977.

Negative at: Landmark Society of Western New York,Inc.

Photo # 12//7

FEB 2 9 1980
MAY 6 1980
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

sTaTE NEW YORK

Date Entered MAY -6 1980

Name Location

Heermance Farmhouse Red Hook vicinity
Dutchess County

New Stone Hall Franklin
Delawvare County

Case Memorial-Seymour Library Auburn’
Cayuga County

Hillcrest Lima
Livingston County

Also Notified

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan

Honorable Jacob K. Javits State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Hamilton Fish, Jr. Mr. Orin Lehman

Honorable James M. Hanley Commissioner

Honorable Gary A. Lee Parks and Recreation

Honorable Barber B. Conzble, Jr. Agency Building #1

Honorabla Stanley N. Lundine Empire State Plaza

Albany, New York 12238

NR %?ergghgr . 5/13/80
or fufther information, please call the National Register at (202)343-640l.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YORK

Date Entered MAY 6 m

Name Location
Hornell Armory Hornell
Steuben County
Reed Street Historic District Coxsackie
Greene County
West Village Historic District Buffalo
Erie County
Interborough Rapid Transit Subway Control Bronx, King and New York
Houses Thematic Resources Counties

Also Notified

Honorable Gerald B. Solomon
Honorable Henry J. Nowak
Honorsble Frederick W. Richmond
Honorable Jolm M. Murphy
Honorsble Charles B. Rangel
Honorable Robert Garcia

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



