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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Poe Cottage, an early nineteenth century, one and a half story frame 
farmhouse, is located in a corner of the peaceful and spacious Poe Park, 
in a setting which reflects its rural origins. It is adjacent to a iDusy 
thoroughfare which contains apartment houses and commercial buildings.

Originally built a short distance from its present site, the cottage was 
moved twice. In I896, the Grand Concourse, which fronted its original 
location, was widened*, new residential buildings were erected; and the 
cottage was squeezed between large buildings. It was then moved back on 
its lot approximately seventeen feet from the road to prevent the possi­
bility of fire and to preserve its appearance as a country cottage.

In 1913* the cottage was purchased by New York City after much public 
interest in Poe had been aroused by the city's original refusal to do so.
It was relocated on its present site ^50 feet across the Grand Concourse, 
between the Grand Concourse and Kingsbridge Road, in the adjacent park.t 
This was done to protect it from the encroaching urban expansion and to 
preserve its original rural ambiance. V(hen the cottage was moved to its 
present location in 1913, it was set on a brick foundation, and its base­
ment was raised three feet above the ground to allow for the installation 
of a caretaker's apartment there.^ An open porch, surrounded by a white 
wooden balustrade, runs across the length of the front facade only as far 
as the kitchen wing. Five rectangular posts support the shed roof wh^-Ch 
covers the porch and meets the facade just below the sills of the small 
horizontal attic windows. There are two entrance doors, one at each end 
of the porch, and three irregularly placed windows with original board ' 
and batten shutters on the front facade. A kitchen wing with a shed roof 
is located at the east end of the house adjacent to the porch. The gabled 
roof, originally covered by wood shingles, is now covered by fire-resistant 
shingles with a simulated wood texture. The end and rear walls retain 
their original shingles. A small lean-to shed is attached to the east end 
of the cottage. An original shed, destroyed when the cottage was moved in 
1896, was reconstructed in 191?. When the cottage was moved again in 1913» 
the door and windows were damaged. Shortly afterwards, duplicates, taken 
from old homes nearby, replaced them. The porch, the steps and the balus­
trade were added in 1913.

Asymmetrical in plan, the first floor of the cottage contains three rooms: 
the sitting room (l6xl?) with a stone fireplace_^ brick hearth and a 
steep stairway which leads upto the attic; a bedroom (7ix?i); and a kitchen 
wing (9ixl7) with its separate fireplace. There are two attic rooms.

The house contains two pieces of the original furnishings: Poe's rocking 
chair and the frame of his wife's death bed.3 it also includes period 
furnishings similar to those which Poe might have owned. The original 
bookcases beside the fireplace were built into the house.

While the main structural supports, the hand-hewn roof beams, the broad 
plank floors, the staircase and fireplace are original, the interior has 
undergone some minor, unobtrusive changes. In 1921, in an effort to re­
construct its raid-nineteenth century appearance, the interior was restored
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by John Hardin, This restoration included the replacement of some 
woodwork to what was thought to be its original appearance and the 
restoration of the mantelpieces above the fireplaces; bricks from 
the old Macomb home in the Bronx were used to rebuild the kitchen 
flue and the fireplace.

The basement now contains a caretaker's apartment with a kitchen, 
a living room and a bathroom and is entered through the lean-to shed 
connected to the kitchen.

Footnotes

The Park was given to New fork City by the Shakespeare Society
of the Bronx, Reginald Pelham Bolton, The Poe Cottage at Fordham, 1
(Bronx Society of Arts & Sciences, 1921), p, 5,

2lt originally sat flat on the ground with only a small cellar 
with a dirt floor.

3poe's writing desk and clock were in the hands of private 
collectors and could not be recovered for installation in the cottage. 
However, a carved ivory Chinese puzzle, a Bible and a fragment of one 
of his manuscripts were secured. The manuscript was on exhibit in the 
cottage until 1973$ when it was placed in the main branch of the New 
York Public Library for safekeeping and to prevent its destruction 
by vandalism.

f'
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Poe Park is included in this nomination because it provides 
a setting for Poe Cottage which is reminescent of the original 
rural environs of the house. The park includes a 1925 bandstand, 
one of the oldest left in the Bronx. Near the bandstand there stood 
a bust of Poe. This larger-than-lifesize bust has been removed to 
the cottage parlor for protection. Also in the park is a comfort 
station dating from the 1920's. Located below ground, the comfort 
station is reached by steps and its roof is visible from the park. 
This structure is surrounded by a cast-iron fence. The open space 
of the park creates a green oasis in the midst of the heavily built 
up Fordham area of the Bronx. The cottage is representative of the 
vernacular cottages which once were common in this area.

5
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Poe Cottage, significant because it was for a time the home of Edgar 
Allan Poe, one of the nation's greatest nineteenth-century writers, 
is one of the few good examples of a typical early nineteenth century 
farm dwelling to have survived in Bronx County.
At the time of its erection by John Wheeler, about 1812, the cottage 
was located in the predominantly rural Westchester village of Fordham. 
Moving there with his dying wife, Virginia, in the hope that the 
quiet rural envi^c^raent would have a beneficial effect on her healthy he lived ther^*?l^^*j^ars. During the period of his residency, he wrote 
some of his fiobst poetry, including The Bells, Anabe1 Lee, and 
Ulalune, as well as his essay. Eureka. In his short story, Landor's
Cottage, reference is made to a cottage of which the entrance and plan
are quite similar to the Fordham cottage. Also of interest is the 
picture the story evokes of a typical rural dwelling of the area at 
the period when Poe made it his home.
At present, the cottage is maintained by the Bronx Historical Society 
as a historic house museum. The house is of national significance 
because of its association with Poe whose contribution to nineteenth- 
century American literature was considerable. His importance as a major 
American writer is well established. Today, this humble cottage 
reflects the environment of Poe's last years.
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Drawing from Piper, John E,, Edgar Allan Poe Cottage, The 
Br o n2<. New York A Reflection of American Culture and 
Society. Unpublished M.A. Thesis The University of
Maryland, 1971.
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Section A-A

First Floor

Bedroom

Kitchen
Parlor Scale of Feet

The Bronx, New York 

Interior views.

Drawing frpm Piper, John E. Edgar AI Ian.Poe Cottage, The 
Bronx, New York, a Reflection of American Culture, aM
Societv. Unpublished M.A. Thesis, The Universijy of 
Maryland, 1971. ,
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oNEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Building 1, Empire State Piaza, Aibany, New York 12238 information 518 474-03E?T
Orin Lehman, Commissioner 04 7 9

April 28, 1980

Lynn Beebe
Heritage Conservation and Recreation 

Serv ice
U.S. Department of the Interior 
440 G Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20243

Dear Lynn:

Re: Poe Cottage
Bronx County

I am attaching a continuation sheet for Poe Cottage, Bronx 
County as requested by your office.

Please let us know should you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Larry ESs^brecht 

National Register and Survey 
Coordinator 

Historic Preservation 
Field Services

cb
Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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