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The Flatiron Building is a twenty-one story office tower on the south-west
corner of Madison Square, a commercial area of New York. It completely fills
its triangular-shaped lot, which is bounded by Fifth Avenue, Broadway, 23rd and
22nd Streets. Almost 200 feet on Fifth Avenue, more than 300 feet on Broadway
and 85 feet on 22nd Street, the rounded corners and thinness of the building at
its northern end give a sense of gracefulness and movement to this imposing
building. Of steel skeleton construction, it is sheathed in heavily ornamented
limestone, terra cotta and brick. A one-story extension was added to the north
"point" on 23rd Street. The facades on Fifth Avenue and Broadway are identical
to each other while that on 22nd Street carries the same entablatures but is
considerably, simplified.

The exterior of the Flatiron Building is divided into three sections: base,
shaft and capital. The lower five floors comprise the base and are in turn divided
into three sections by heavy stone entablatures. The centers of both the Fifth
Avenue and Broadway facades are each high-lighted by a double story, arched
entrance surround by engaged colums supporting a full entablature. These
colums and the colossal pilasters which separate the display windows on the first
two floors are composed of alternatingblocks of smooth-faced and patterned stone.
The third and fourth stories are simpler with piers and spandrels of rusticated
limestone while the fifth story is heavily ornamented with abstact floral motifs
and medallions containing faces or fleur de lys.

The twelve story shaft is covered on much of its surface by richly decorated
terra cotta, although some piers are faced in plain brick. The planes of the
Broadway and Fifth Avenue facades are interrupted by three vertical rows, eight
stories high, of heavily ornamented oriel windows. ~ "

. The capital of the building from the 18th floor to the 2lst, is again divided
into three sections by protruding stone entablatures. The decoration of the
eighteenth floor includes fleur de lys and decorated panels. The next section
consists of heavily ornamented, two-story arcaded windows. The small, square windows
of the top story are surmounted by the projecting heavy entablature. of the roof
which is decorated with a dentil pattern. Capping the entire building is a stone
balustrade, with squat piers interspersed throughout its length.

The interior of the building has been completely remodeled and modernized
with air conditioning and dropped ceilings. The only original features remaining
are an open iron and marble stairway which rises throughout the building and a
richly decorated letter box in the lobby. The exterior remains in original
condition except for slight window modifications on the lower floors necessitated
by the commercial requirements of retail tenants.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Flatiron Building is an important example of the early steel-framed skyscraper

built on an unusual triangular site. Due to the prow-like effect of its northern

end, it creates an impression of great slenderness and height. Designed by D.H. Burnham,
a famous Chicago architect who helped develop the skyscraper form, it created a great
sensation among New Yorkers when it was built in 1902. At first called "Burnham's
Folly,"l its roof-top observation deck eventually became a popular gathering spot. It
captured everyone's imagination and "was probably the most talked-about skyscraper

ever built."2 The building figures prominently in many paintings and drawings of the
period, including popular postcards and souvenirs.

The Flatiron was one of the earliest New York buildings to be constructed with a
complete steel frame and non-weight bearing walls. Its modern construction is sheathed
in stone, terra-cotta and brick and is almost completely covered with historically-derived
ornament. The decorative arrangement on the exterior of the building follows Louis
Sullivan's formula of a functional and visual tripartite division into a base, shaft and
capital.

The building's architect, Daniel Hudson Burnham and his partner from 1873-1891 John
Welborn Root, had been instrumental in the technological and stylistic development of
the modern skyscraper in Chicago. Their numerous commerical buildings including the
Montauk Block, the Rookery, and the Masonic Temple provided examples for the rest of the
country in the use of steel framing as well as in the external appearance of buildings.
After Root's early death, Burnham continued his innovations, particularly in the field
of city planning. His firm of D.H. Burnham and Company existed from 1896-1912 and had
important commissions in many parts of the country. It was responsible for some of the
most famous planning efforts, including the Chicago Plan of 1909, as well as some important
individual buildings, especially the Flatiron Building.

The original name of this building was the Fuller Building-because it was constructed
and financed by the Fuller Construction Company. The firm's founder, George Fuller, began
his professional career as a contractor with Burnham and Root in Chicago. There he
contributed to the engineering innovations necessary for skyscraper construction. By 1902,
Henry Black, Fuller's son-in-law, had become president of the company which had moved to
New York. . During Black's career he was a major force kehind the promotion and
construction of New York effice buildings.

1. Gerard R. Wolfe, New York, A Guide to the Metropolis (New York: New York University
Press, 1975}, p. 21).

2. Earle shultz and Walter Simmons, Offices in the Sky (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill
Bosy - Ineus . 39503 . p. 58,
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The Flatiron Building is also associated with the development of a once common
American phrase. Since it was located on a particularly windy corner of Manhattan,
it became a popular male pastime to gather in front of this building with the hope of
catching a glimpse of a feminine ankle exposed by the wind. As crowds of men tended to
congregate on Twenty-Third Street, in front of the Flatiron, the policeman's call
became "Twenty-three skidoo."

The Flatiron Building, which caught the imagination of the country when it was
constructed, remains a unique and significant architectural monument today.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Flatiron Building New York, NY 79001603

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

____Nomination Form
_X_Photographs (#1 and #2 missing)
____USGS Map
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12238 Information 518 474-036K
Orin Lehman, Commissioner 0479

September 11, 1979

Ms. Lynn Beebe

Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service

Department of the Interior

440 G Street, NW

Washington, DC 20243

Dear Lynn:

Re: PFlatiron Building
New York County

The proper historic name of this building is "Fuller" but
it is commonly (and famously) known as the Flatiron Building.
Please have it listed in the Federal Register as the Flatiron
Building.

Hope all goes well with you!

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Spencer-Ralph
Program Assistant
Historic Preservation
Field Services

cb

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-640l.
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