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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Alwyn Court, an apartment house in the French Renaissance style, was built in 1907-09
and is located at the southeast corner of Seventh Avenue and 58th Street (180 West
58th Street). Containing twelve stories, the facade is divided horizontally into
the base (four floors), the shaft (five floors) and the crown (three floors) by
strong projecting decorative bands. Pilasters with Corinthian capitals vertically
separate the Seventh Avenue elevation into four bays and the 58th Street elevation
into five, The building is crowned by a roof balustrade with the capitals of the
pilasters projecting slightly above the cornice. The shafts of the pilasters, some
with lonic capitals, are treated as Renaissance panels and have a profusion of
French Renaissance details. The tripartite windows at each floor are separated by
richly decorated mullions and spindles; the spandrels between floors are divided
into three panels, each luxuriantly decorated. The whole stone facade is heavily
fenestrated and is distinguished by its richly ornamented terra-cotta sculpture
work, a "filigree of fine ornament on every pilaster, soffit and mullion."

Details of ornament and architecture consist of early French Renaissance and

French Renaissance borrowings from Italy, such as the Quattrocento pilasters and
baldacchino canopies, asd the crowned salamander, much in evidence, a symbol of
King Francis the First.© The prominent rounded corner facing the corner of Seventh
Avenue and 58th Street is a striking and interesting feature contributing to the
overall feeling of richness. The recessed corner arch is decorated with the same
detail as the rest of the facade and contains salamanders set between each pair

of baldacchino canopies. (There are two pairs of canopies.)

The original entrance to the building was relocated from the rounded corner bay
to the Seventh Avenue side of the building in 1938, South of this entrance, the
building contains a modern shop front, taking up about one quarter of the ground
floor frontage. Along the north side of the building is @ handsome wrought iron
gate with fine decorative scroll work and topped by fleur-de-lis ornament.

The neighborhood in:which Alwyn Court is situated, traditionally the center of New
York's cultural life, consists today of small shops, luxury hotels (one of the most
distinguished being the Plaza, a New York City landmark two blocks east of Alwyn
Court), concert halls--Carnegie Hall one block south (also a New York City land-
mark building), and Lincoln Center, seven blocks northwest--and Central Park, one
block north.

When Alwyn Court was constructed, it contained twenty-two apartments with two
apartments of fourteen rooms and five baths on each of the twelve floors. The
vast suites were decorated with Caen stone, marble and wood panelling and
exhibited the luxury of French Renaissance lavishness, with music rooms, salens,
drawing rooms, libraries, conservatories, living and dining rooms. None of this
remains, however, the interior having been completely remodelled by Edgar
Ellinger in 1938 with $200,000 from the Drydock Savings Bank. This re-
modelling retained only the concrete floor arches and the exter jor walls_and
created a completely new interior without any change in the steel shell. It
was rebuilt with seventy-five apartments with six apartments of three, four and
five rooms to each floor.
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"Alwyn Court, N.Y, Harde & Short, Architects," Architects' and Builders'
Magazine, June, 1910, v, X, No. 9, 335,

2 portion of this description is taken from the Landmarks Preservation

Commission, Alwyn Court Designation Report (LP-0254), New York, 1966.

"Recent Modernization of Alwyn Court for the Dry Dock .Savings Institution

by Ellinger Construction Corp." Reprint from Buildings and Building
Management, March 1939,

3

(Arn Q% a4ann



Kl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS - LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—.1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY _SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MusIC __THEATER
3-.1800-1899 . COMMERCE __ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ___PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
221900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES  1907-1909 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Harde & Short

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A unique turn of the century example of an apartment house utilizing terra-cotta
decoration as well as one of the earliest luxury apartment houses built on the
upper west side, Alwyn Court is the finest building of its type in New York City,
The building is significant in the history of New York residential architecture
for its social history as well as its architectural merit. ¢

Alwyn Court contributed to the transition of Manhattan's upper west side from an area
of open countryside and farmhouses to an affluent residential neighborhoced and an
urban environment, After the opening of Broadway in about 1869, the construction of
the elevated railroad and the introduction of trolley lines in 1880 that made the

ad jacent portion of Central Park accessible and opened the area to construction,

the rapid growth of population in the upper part of Manhattan was assured.

Alwyn Court remains today a reminder of the origin of the upper class acceptance

of apartment house residences in place of the self-contained private dwelling. At
the turn of the century, a time of transition, the apartment residence was a fairly
new experiment for middle and upper income families and a new concept in residential
housing in This country. The concept originated in France and was introduced here
by Richard Morris Hunt in 1869 in his design for the Stuyvesant at 142 East [8th
Street, the first apartment house in New York CH’y.2 Early attempts to provide the
advantages and amenities, without the responsibilities, of private housing, plus the
additional conveniences of a condensed space on one floor in a highly urban

setting, gained general acceptance. Alwyn Court is closely related in plan to the
most famous of these buildings, the Dakota, built in 1884 by Henry Jageway Hardenbergh
at | West 72nd Street, the first of the vast "superblock apartments,"~ as well as
the Apthorp, designed by Clinton and Russell in 1908 at 2201-19 Broadway,

Alwyn Court is an outstanding manifestation of the fashion for eclecticism in
architecture which became popular after the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago
in 1893, |Its early French Renaissance style, incorporating as it does ltalian
Renaissance borrowings, is seen in many of its details, as well as motifs of terra-
cotta ornament (and includes the Quattrocento pilasters). The use of terra-cotta (a
cast clay product glazed and fired), a material in vogue at the time Alwyn Court was
bui It, made it possible to build the entire structure for under a2 million dollars.
Since each mold could be used repeatedly, the amount of decoration desired was
restricted only by the budget. This made possible the richness and complexity of
the exterior decoration which would have been economically prohibitive in stone,
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Alwyn Court's striking rounded corner bay was thought desirable from a tenant's
point of view because of the "simultaneous command it gives of two streets
furnish(ing) an interior attraction which any occupier would be delighted to
acquire.,,."

Although comparatively small and without the individual entrances that characterized
the other well-known courtyard buildings, Alwyn Court's courtyard is an interesting
feature which remains an elegant appurtenance still admired’ today for its rarity

and its reminder of a past filled with amenities we still hold precious amidst the
hectic pace of modern urban life. The idea of a courtyard developed from that of

an airshaft, but in New York at that time architects were concerned with additional
amenities besides creating a respite from the noise and tension of urban life, and
in New York those aesthetic and socigl values then fashionable gave the concept of

a courtyard an added attractiveness.

"In this building ...(Alwyn Court), the ultimate
seems fo have been reached in apartment house
construction, in extent, in planning, in equipment,
and all appurtenances...”

The spaciousness and luxury of the original rooms (one of the thirty-four room
suites had been equipped as a faithful replica of a French castle with costly
French panels and stones) were designed for an era when home entértaining on a
lavish scale was more in vogue among the well-to-do. As the way of life for

which this building was designed passed away with the Depressidn, little by little
its large suites were vacated, until the last tenant moved out in 1936. The
building remained vacant fer two years, but its structural soundness was a factor
arguing for its interior remodelling rather than its demolition.8

The architects of Alwyn Court, Herbert S, Harde and R, Thomas Short, who also
designed the very similar rounded corner bay building at 45 East 66th Street in
1908, specialized in multiple dwellings in New York City from the late 1890's
until the end of their partnership around World War |, An early building
designed by Harde which also contains a rounded corner is at the northeast
corner of 80th Street and West End Avenue. ' In 1903, Harde and Short designed the
"Red House" at 350 West 88th Street, where we find the salamander motif seen at
Alwyn Court. Their three most important buildings are Alwyn Court, 45 East 66th
Street and 44 West 77th Street, built ca., 1906-07. Alwyn Court was constructed
by Hedden Construction Company of Broadway at a cost of $900,000 and was named
after one of the owners, Alwyn Ball, Jr.
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Alwyn Court Apartments, New York, Ne‘ﬁ York,
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View of Lobby entrance, %1_8 1979






Alwyn Court Apartments, New York, New York,
Photo by: Stephen L. Senigo, 1979, ) per
Neg. at: New York City Landmarks ~ =~
Preservation Commission, 5
View of lobby, OCT 18 1979 PHoTo 375

e Yo to Ce ey






LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
305 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10007

Alwyn Court Apartments

180 West 58th Street

New York City, New York County
Photo: Suzanne J. Wilson, 1979

Neg: N,Y.C., Landmarks Preservation ¢

Commission
Detail, southeast corner facade
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A0E

UEC 28 1919 Pucre. g of5






LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

305 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10007
A T O LT R N N S

Alwyn Court Apartments

180 West 58th Street

New York City, New York County

Photo: Suzanne J. Wilson, 1979

Neg: N,Y.C., Landmarks Preservation
Commission

Detail seutheast bay
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