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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic Church Complex is located in 
the northeast quadrant of the city of Buffalo and is a few miles 
from the downtown area. The church complex of three buildings and 
cloister fronting on LeRoy Avenue is situated in the heart of a 
seven block residential neighborhood between Filmore Avenue to 
the east and Kensington Avenue to the southwest.

The church is one of the purest examples of twelfth-century 
Lombard-Romanesque style architecture found in the United States.
The church is 164 feet long, 116^ feet wide, and 123 feet high to 
the top of the cross. The structure is constructed of medieval, 
handmade. Harvard (unmolded) brick set in herringbone patterns. The 
church and cloister rest on a limestone foundation. It is covered 
with a handmade terra-cotta tile roof. The central mass of the 
church is covered with a typical octagonal Lombard clerestory 
surmounted by a lantern and then again by a cupola with a cross.
The porch, windows, brick cornice and corbels are also detailed in 
the Lombard-Romanesque style. The three original amber cathedral 
glass rose windows and the sanctuary skylight were replaced with 
Tiffany glass in the early 1950's.

The Lombard-Romanesque style employed in this ecclesiastical 
structure has several characteristics: a single gable spanning the 
entire front (a descendant of the classical Greek and Roman temple 
pediment); projecting porch; ribbed vaulting used throughout the 
interior, with coffered barrel vaulting employed especially in the 
transepts and choir; clustered piers supporting the vaulting;
octagonal-shaped clerestory, semi-circular apse; roundheaded, paired 
windows; simplified buttresses; and rich ornamentation in the
Byzantine tradition. The common building material used on the 
windows, doorways, floors, columns and arches of the interior is 
terra cotta, which is employed for decorative as well as structural 
purposes. In the main sanctuary area, a new altar facing the nave 
was fashioned out of the columns and table supports from the side 
altar. This alteration was completed in 1968.

The cloister, built as part of the church and in the same 
style, connects to the parish house. The twenty-two foot long 
arched cloister is one-story high and contains two sets of round- 
headed, paired windows and two central arched doorways on either 
side.

The south exit of the cloister is blocked by the rear wall of 
a garage which is connected to the church, cloister, and parish 
house. The two-bay garage, fifty-three feet long by eighteen feet 
wide^was constructed in the early 1960's and does not contribute 
to the significance of the nominated property.
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The parish house is constructed of brick and is two and 
one-half stories. The hip-roofed structure is eighty-four 
feet long by thirty-four feet wide and it is connected to the 
church by the cloister. Set back about 120 feet from LeRoy 
Avenue, the parish house consists of a large entrance room, two 
offices, a sitting room across the entire front of the house, 
dining room, kitchen, pantry, utility room, and housekeeper's 
room on the first floor. On the second floor, there are two 
bedroom suites, two guest rooms, a workroom and three baths. The 
third floor also has two bedroom suites, a small guest room and 
a utility room. The basement has two meeting rooms, a boiler 
room and a utility room.

The Blessed Trinity School is about thirty feet from the 
parish house and is a three-story rectangular brick building with 
a mansard roof. The facade has a central, projacting,four-story 
tower with hipped roof. The first floor of the school was 
originally the church. It was later converted to classrooms to 
match the second-story floor plan. There are enclosed stairways 
on either end of the building. The first and second floors have 
three classrooms on either side of a central hallway. The third 
floor is a social hall/gym with a stage at one end. The 
basement still has its two original bowling lanes, meeting room, 
and kitchen area.
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Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic Church Complex is situated in 
the heart of a seven block residential neighborhood, a few miles from 
downtown Buffalo. Designed by Chester Oakley and Albert Schallmo 
of Buffalo and one of the purest replications of Lombard—Romanesque 
style architecture found in the United States/ it is unusually 
rich in detail and Christian iconography. There are no other pure 
Lombard-Romanesque churches in Buffalo. It was constructed between 
1923-1928, using unmolded medieval style brick. It may well have 
the largest use of colored terra-cotta decoration in an ecclesiastical 
structure in this country. The combination church-school building 
was constructed in 1907 and the parish house in 1914.

From the Civil War until about the turn of the century, the 
northeast quadrant of Buffalo was thinly populated. By 1897, the 
Pan-American Exposition Company chose Buffalo for the location of the 
1901 exposition. A portion of Delaware Park and the Rumsey property 
just north of the park was selected as the site. Many people came 
through the north Kensington area by the Main Street trollies to 
attend the exposition. The area had not been developed earlier because 
of the large number of stone quarries, but since some of them had been 
landfilled, the potential for good building sites existed.

During the latter half of the nineteenth century, the railroads 
became the most important means of transportation in New York and 
Buffalo became a major railroad center. The New York Central, Erie, 
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western, and Pennsylvania Railroads, are 
only a few of the ten railroads which went in and out of Buffalo.
The railroads were the major factor in the continued growth and 
manufacturing development of the city. A large population of workers, 
including entire communities of Polish, Italian, German and other 
immigrant groups, were attracted to this region. Many of the people 
worked in manufacturing facilities as well as in the heavy industrial 
areas around Buffalo. The Kensington area was largely made up of 
working-class families, with a small percentage of professional, 
management, and business families. The national origin in this area 
was largely German-American, but there was also a sizable group of 
Irish families.
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The Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic Church Complex is centrally 
located on a 1.25 acre plot of land bounded on the north by LeRoy 
Avenue, on the west and east by the property lines of the complex 
and on the south by a line drawn behind the church parallel to LeRoy 
Avenue and 225 feet distant from LeRoy Avenue. See attached site
plan.
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In 1906, Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic parish was founded 
by the Reverend John Pfluger, pastor, in the north Kensington 
area of Buffalo. One year later, he built the combination church- 
school building. It was designed by architects Schmill and Gould 
in the late Victorian style with a mansard roof. The building is 
rather typical of those built for Roman Catholic parishes in the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century and on into the first quarter 
of the twentieth century, but many of the them were demolished in 
Buffalo when larger schools were needed. In 1928, the first floor 
of the building was converted from a large open space to classrooms 
using the second floor plan. This work was done when the new church 
was completed. The school continued to operate in its original 
function until the 1970's when the building became the home of the 
Fillmore-LeRoy Community Center.

The parish house, designed by architects Lansing, Bley and 
Lyman of Buffalo, was constructed in 1914 while Reverend John 
Pflugar was still pastor.

Reverend Albert Fritton, second pastor of Blessed Trinity 
wanted to build a new church for the parish, like those found in 
northern Italy. Oakley and Schallmo were chosen to design the 
structure. Chester Oakley also designed buildings on the St. 
Bonaventure University Campus in Olean, New York, and for Holy Name 
College in Washington, D.C. in the same Lombard-Romanesque style. 
Construction began in 1923 and was substantially completed in 1927. 
However, delays in the production of the ceramic ornamentation held 
off opening of the church until 1928. The Reverend Thomas Plassman, 
President of St. Bonaventure, was asked to design the medieval 
iconography - a comprehensive plan of Christian symbolism for the 
church. There are over two thousand symbols and pictures which 
portray a "suma" of Christianity in terra-cotta tiles, paintings 
and sculpture. Joseph Mazur painted the dome, transept and choir 
loft. Vincent Monda of New Haven, Connecticut painted the
sanctuary and stations of the cross; P. Kuhnle sculptured the 
ceramic reliefs over each doorway; Michael Hoffman designed the altar 
and baldachin; and Albert and Richard Lippich of Bowmansville did 
the wood carvings.
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A unique feature of the Lombard-Romanesque style of Blessed 
Trinity is the use of medieval (unmolded) brick, which is not found 
in other churches in Buffalo. The handmade bricks were made by 
descendants of French brickmakers in Exeter, New Hampshire, 
who used medieval methods and tools in producing the brick for the 
church. Because of the many odd shapes and sizes, the modern 
bricklayers were unfamiliar with a method for laying these bricks. 
Chester Oakley, the architect, personally laid the first few 
courses of brick with the bricklayers. After they learned the 
technique, wich was a remarkable display of craftsmanship, they 
were allowed to work their own designs into the two foot thick walls.

Blessed Trinity is very rich in style and symbolism in a way 
far beyond what would be found in a similar working-class parish. 
The facade and the interior are especially colorful and the 
spectacular expansion of the enclosed space with the magnificent 
barrel vaulting and terra-cotta relief has a profound effect upon 
the visitor.
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