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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Rosekrans Building stands at the corner of Driscoll Avenue and 

Genesee Streets in the village of Greene. It faces onto Genesee Street, 
a wide avenue lined with two-story commercial buildings which date from 
the middle and late nineteenth century.

The building is a simple two-story brick structure with an ornate, 
galvanized iron front. The structure measures forty feet across the 
front and sixty feet along the side; a frame second-story porch with 
a shed roof is attached to the rear. The property is bounded on its 
front (southwest) by Genesee Street, on the side (northwest) by Driscoll 
Avenue, and.adjoins another commercial building to the southeast. A 
small (30' X 40'j yard lies to the rear (northeast) of the building 
and is used for parking.

The brick is laid in common bond, six rows of stretchers to one 
of headers. The rear and side walls (photo 2) are pierced by narrow 
windows and doors with stone sills. Low segmental arches top these 
openings; those over the doors are formed with three rows of headers, 
and those over the windows with two. The low-pitched shed roof is 
concealed by parapets on the front and sides. ‘

The Rosekrans Building is distinctive on a street of older structures 
by virtue of its intact galvanized iron store front, furnished by 
Mesker Brothers Iron Company of St. Louis (photo 1). At the center 
of the first floor are three doors: the central one gives entrance to 
a stairway; flanking this are two glass-paned shop doors. On either 
side of the recessed access area are large plate glass shop windows, 
the outer ones parallel to the sidewalk, the inner ones angled toward 
the doors. A transom window tops each of the first floor doors and 
windows. The corners of the first floor facade are marked by simple 
pilasters topped by a corbel supporting a plain, projecting cornice.

On the second floor facade a row of five windows is flanked and 
separated by pairs of engaged Romanesque columns. Above the columns 
is a broad entablature decorated with complex moldings and stylized 
rosettes. A heavy cornice with both brackets and modillions rests 
above the entablature. At each end of the cornice is a finial, while 
an elaborate triangular pediment rises from the center. The entire 
facade fg a freely mixed composition of both Classical and Romanesque 
details.

The base of the first floor pilaster on the west side lacks any 
ornamentation .and the central door and plate glass windows appear to 
be modern, but otherwise the building has remained relatively unaltered 
over the years. Details have been carefully maintained, including 
the canvas awning which shelters the sidewalk, the gilded lettering on 
the windows, and the Mesker Brothers plaque on the eastern corner (photo 3)
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The interior retains little of its original detail, having been 
altered many timed to accommodate various business undertakings.
A safe which was installed before the building was completed remains 
on the second floor, too large to be removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rosekrans Building stands out from the other nineteenth-century 
commercial buildings on Genesee Street as the only galvanized sheet iron 
facade and the most ornate storefront in the village. The facade 
has remained unchanged except for the loss of a few ornamental details 
since it was bought from Mesker Brothers Iron Company of St. Louis in 1892,

The Treaty of Fort Stanwix of 1784 and the Govetnor's Purchase 
in 1788 opened Chenango County to development by settlers from New 
England and eastern New York. Much of the town of Greene was owned 
by William Hornby, who had his local agent, Elisha Smith, lay out 
a village in 1806. This plan incorporated a few earlier houses and 
mills on the west side of the Chenango River but also included land 
on the eastern side. Although the village was named Hornby, it 
soon came to be called Greene because the town of Greene's post office 
was situated there. The first industries in the area were the manu­
facture of shingles and potash for shipment down the Chenango and 
Susquehanna Rivers, but as supplies of lumber were exhausted in 
the 1820's, the region turned increasingly to agriculture and trade. 
Since then, Greene has served as the mercantile and milling center 
for a sizable agricultural community.

As early as 1806, the village lay on the Cooperstown-Chenango 
Point (Binghamton) mail route. A major east-west route through 
Greene was opened in 1807 with the first bridging of the Chenango 
River and the laying of the Catskill Turnpike. By 1822, the village 
was served by the triweekly Catskill-Ithaca stage, "one of the best 
stage routes in the state."

The completion of the Chenango Canal, connecting Binghamton and 
the Erie Canal, opened the village to the commerce of the world
in 1836. This encouraged the development of small industries such 
as an iron foundry, quarries, and tanneries. When the canal closed 
in 1878, some industrial and commercial establishments were resited 
east of the river, where the railroad ran. However, Genesee Street 
continued to be lined with retail shops and professional offices.

The center of the early transportation network was the junction of 
the turnpike, now Genesee Street, with the canal towpath, now Driscoll 
Avenue. A dry-goods establishment was sited there for many years, 
the building being removed in 1889. In 1892, Charles J. Williams, a 
local builder, erected the present Rosekrans Building there, ordering an 
elaborate galvanized iron facade from St. Louis.
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Although experimentation in the use of iron as a building 
material began in Europe, the production of sheet and cast iron 
exteriors was an American innovation. When first introduced in the 
1840's, cast-iron construction was scorned as unsafe and unwieldy, 
but its advantages were soon proven. Iron could be molded into 
extremely ornate forms, and at very small expense, due to mass 
production of architectural elements. These elements could be shipped 
almost anywhere and erected quickly and easily on site, an early 
form of prefabrication. As the popularity of iron exteriors grew, peyf 
manufacturers entered the market, developing modern designs and 
new technologies.

The Mesker Brothers Iron Works of St. Louis, Missouri, was 
founded by Frank and Bernard T. Mesker in 1879. (A third brother, 
Geoerge, ran a similar business in Evansville, Indiana.) Their 
specialty, patented in 1887, was complete facades fabricated from 
galvanized sheet iron, like the one bought for the Rosekrans 
Building in 1892. An 1892 catalogue from Mesker Brothers illustrates 
cornices, window caps, elevators, gutters, skylights, iron ceilings, 
"patent steel columns for brick buildings," and custom wrought-iron 
work, in addition to thirty-three complete Galvanized Iron House 
Fronts. The purchaser of a complete Modern House Front would re­
ceive, "F.O.B. cars St. Louis, ready to put up,... Combination 
Wood and Steel Columns, Show Windows, Doors, Transoms, Box Window 
Frames and Sash,... All Galvanized Iron Work from bottom of 
Lintel Cornice to top of Cornices and Pediments, with wood lookouts 
every eight feet apart," all of which could be "put up by any 
mechanic, at one-tenth the cost of similar work manufactured
by others." The Mesker Brothers firm was extremely successful, 
although not quite achieving their aim^ "to have our complete house 
fronts introduced into every town and city of the United States 
and Territories." When the popularity of iron fronts waned, the 
firm undertook the manufacture of such items as cooking ranges and 
door casings. Most recently, it produced aluminum doors and ex­
trusions, until it was closed by labor problems in 1966.

Because they were made up of stock pieces, designs in the 
Mesker catalogue could be adapted to any size building. Design 
No. 1010--shown in the catalogue as a three-story front, twenty-three 
feet wide, with a central double door--was ordered by Mr. Williams 
to serve a two-story building, forty feet wide, with three single 
doors in the center. The east side of the first floor was originally 
a jewelry store, but has been a men's clothing store for more than
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eighty years. The west side served as the Greene Post Office for 
twenty years, and was an ice cream parlor, then a drugstore,before 
being absorbed into the men's furnishings store in 1968, At that 
time, the partition between the east and west stores was removed 
for the shop expansion.

The west side of the second floor has been a law office since 
1892, while the eastern side was originally an apartment, but 
now houses part of the expanded law offices of Fred Rosekrans.

The Rosekrans Building displays one of the few Mesker Brothers 
storefronts surviving in the region. It is, and has been since 
its purchase,, the most imposing and elaborate storefront in Greene. 
Almost unchanged since the time of its construction, it survives as 
a rare example of a once-common building type.

f
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Fred A.J?osekrans

Attorney at Law 
62 Genesee Street

Greene. New York 13778

July 11, 197.9

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Washington, D. C. 20243
Re: Rosekrans Building, Greene, New York

H32-NR

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
I thank you for your letter of June 12th advising me that the real property 
in the Village of Greene which I own has been nominated for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places.
I am delighted with this information and hope that the property will receive 
a favorable consideration.
You probably have information that the building is pictured in a book of 
pictures of historic buildings of Binghamton, New York and surrounding areas. 
I have recently discovered an undated post card and have had an enlargement 
made from the post card of a picture of my building. I enclose a copy of the 
picture for your files and information. The building is facing south. The 
street is Genesee Street and runs east and west. This street was formerly 
the old Catskill Turnpike. You will note on the picture that the United 
States Post Office was located on the first floor, westerly portion of the 
building. We have dated the picture as approximately 1910. I understand 
that the Post Office was located at this location from about 1890 to just 
before 1920.
I have also just learned that a picture of the front of this building was 
taken a short time ago and is now being exhibited along with other items at 
the Cooperstown Farmers Museum, Cooperstown, New York in an exhibit of early 
iron work.
I will be very pleased to receive a report of favorable consideration of the 
building.
Sincerely yours

Fred A. Rosekrans
FAR/1
Enc,



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

NEW YORK

Date

STATE
Entered 2 J 1979

Name Location

Little York Pavilion

Rosekrans Building

Smith, Reuel E., House

Preble vicinity 
Cortland County

Greene
Chenango County

Skaneateles 
Onondaga County

Also Notified
Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan

Honorable Jacob K. Javlts 
Honorable James M. Hanley 
Honorable Gary A. Lee

cNR . Byers/bjr 8/1/79

State Historic Preservation.Officer
Mr. Orin Lehman
Commissioner
Parks and Recreation
Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

For further information, please call the National Ptegister at (202)343-6401.
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS S RECREATION Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza. Albany. New York t2238 Information 518 474-Oj^g
Orin Lehman, Commissioner 047 9

August 27, 1979

Charles Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National 

Register
Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
440 G Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20243

Dear Mr. Herrington:

Re: Rosekrans Building
Greene, Chenango County 
New York

This is to request a change in the official name for the above 
referenced National Register property to "Clinton-Rosekrans Law 
Building." ~

The fact that this building is better known locally by this 
name was brought to our attention after the property's recent 
listing on the Register. We regret any inconvenience that this 
may cause your office.

Sincerely,

Larry E. GiDbijecht 
National Register and Survey 

Coordinator 
Historic Preservation 

Field Services

KL/cb

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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