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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The 01d Post Offiee is a massiye stone building which serves as a focal
point to Oneonta's central commercial section. ©Sited on the corner of
South Main and Main Streets, its grandeur and dignity set the tone for
the entire downtown area.

The original (1915) portion of the building is almost square, seven bays
to each side. A giant portico extends from the central portion of the
front facade (Photograph 1). 1In the 1950's, a low wing was added at

the rear of the building to provide a loading dock. The structure is
built of Indiana limestone, with Concord granite trim, except for the
central portion of the rear and the modern wing, which are yellow brick.
The main building rises two stories above a full basement, while the
wing is only a single story.The end bays of each -of the four corners of
the building are set off by quoins. The Neoclassical design is appropri-
ately symmetrical and balanced.

The basement is 1lit by a row of small windows at or Just above ground
level. A water table with string course marks the first-floor level,

and serves as a base to ¢lassical orders on the front and sides. At

the front of the building, five steps rise from the sidewalk to this
level, where a small terrace is formed under the giant portico. B8Six
massive Greek Corinthian columns support the portico, echoed by square
Tuscan pilasters behind them on the front wall. Six Greek Corinthian
pilasters divide each of the two identical sides. The tall first story
is 1it on the sides and on the end bays of the front and rear by a row
of high, rectangular, double-hung sash windows, above which is another
stringcourse and a row of shorter, rectangular, casement windows. In

the center of the front facade, behind@ the portico, are four large, rounds
headed sash windows and a central door with a semicircular transomn.

Below each window is a rectangular panel carved in high relief to suggest
a balustrade; over the five openings are rectangular tablets elaborately
carved with an urn-and-foliage motif in low relief. A full entablature
runs above this level over the columns, pilasters, and second-story
windows. Topping that is a panelled parapet which hides a low attic.

The rear of the building (Photograph 2) originally echoed the front
facade with five high, arched windows. However, the addition of the wing
gn the west side of the rear damaged this symmetry and partially blocked
some of the windows.

The interior of the building corresponds with its Neoclassical exterior.
Most striking is the long service counter (Bhotograph 3), which repeats
in marble and wood the arches of the front and rear wingows. Behing
this lies the spacious sorting room, two stories high, with an enclosed
surveillance bridge crossing the space at the second floor. Also of note
are the marble stairease and wainscoting, the wrought-ifon stair rail
and much fine woodwork of classical inspiration.
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1915

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Oscar Wenderoth

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The plans for a new post office in Oneonta were announced in 1913, with the

anticipatory clai
gsize in the U.S."

3 that: "It will vie with the finesgt in any city.of its
It has served as a major local landmarxk since it was

completed in 1915, its mass and dignity dominating the downtown streetscape.

Oneonta achieved importance in :.the late nineteenth century because of its
central location on the Albany-Binghamton transportation routes. The
Albany and Susquehanna Railroad was completed in 1869, and with the siting
of extensive railway shops there in 1870, Oneonta's position as a major
railroad center was established. The city became, and has remained, the
commercial and transportation hub of the Upper Susquehanna Valley.

The public buildings of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
reflect the local prosperity of the period in their solid-

ity and grandeur.

In architectural character,
similar to the older portion of the Wilber Bank,
and the three=story Oneonta Hotel,

the 014 'Post 0ffice in
on the opposite corner,
across Main Street and one block south.

These three buildings and the Municipal Building, an elaborate Beaux-Arts

structure one-half block south,
which at one time had great architectural character.

are the major remnants of a Main Street
Intervening structures

onee displayed handsome late nineteenth-—century commercial facades, but
in the era of Urban Renewal most of these were demolished or remodeled

beyond recognition.
by Urban Renewal,

At one time, the Post Office was slated for demoljijtion
but such: public outery sgpose that the city is now con-

siidering reuse of the buildimpg for its municipal offices and jail Tacilities

The 0l1ld Post
and the most
structure-of
the 01d Post

Office is
imposing.
its style
Office 1is

lOneontaLHerald.

the least changed of Oneonta's older public buildings
Throughout the entire county , there is no other
and period to equed.it in scale and quality. Thas,
of regional architectural significance, as well

as being a local landmark. :

May 29, 1913.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property is an irregular quadri-lateral on the east corner of the junction
of Main and South Main Streets. It is lot number 22 of block 1 on Tax map
section 300.23, and is bounded on the northwest by Main Street, hhe north-
east by the Presbyterian Church, the southeast by Anthony Chicorelli, and

the southwest by South Main Street.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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Lucy A. Breyer
ORGANIZATION DATE
NYS Office of Parks and Rec., Div. for Historic Preservation
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Albany New York

EBJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE o LOCAL _XX

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Registg B\certify that it has beep evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE Dep. Commissioner for Historic Preservation DATE 2 75?

GPO 892.453
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MOV 17 1978
01d Oneonta Post Office 3 &}
Oneonta, Otsego County

Photo Credit: R. R. Bingham 1807
Neg. Filed: Community Development

Agency, Oneonta

View: from the west .JUN 1f§1978






01ld Oneonta Post Office *k-z-
Oneonta, Otsego County
Photo Credit: R. R. Bingham 1977
Neg. Filed: Community Development
Agency, Oneonta

IUN S NIL
View: from east
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01d Oneonta Post Office 3
Oneonta, Otsego County

Photo Credit: R. R. Bingham 1977
Neg. Filed: Community Development

Agency, Oneonta JUN 131978

View: Interior, main lobby
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STATE _NEW YORK
Date Entered NOV 17 1978

Name Location

0l1d Post Office Oneonta
: Otsego County
Also Notified
Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan
Honeorable Jacob K. Javits State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable James M, Hanley Mr. Orin Lehman
Commissioner

Parks and Recreation
Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

L Byers/bjr 11/24/78
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