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The Maria Hilf Chapel is situated on a limestone ridge in the town

of Cheektowaga, seven miles east of downtown Buffalo, Néw York.

There are seven buildings including Maria Hilf Chapel on the nine=
acre plot of land. Joseph Batt, built the original chapel in

1853 to fulfill a vow made to Our Lady Help of Christians (Maria
Hilf) on November 29, 1836, during a hurricane in the North Atlantiec.
The chapel is a one-story detached building with a small, rectangular
brick sanctuary and a larger rectangular limestone nave. Only the
Chapel is proposed for listing on the National Register.

The Chapel was built in three sections: the sanctuary in 18534 the
front half of the naye in 1871, and the back half of tke nave and
western elevation in 1926.

The original chapel, 22 by 25 feet, is constructed of handmade
brick painted gray. Every seventh course is a binding course with
alternating stretcher and header. There are two round arch windows
in each side wall.

The nave, 35 by 78 feet, is constructed from natiyve limestone laid
in random ashlar with an occasional leveling course, with semi-
circular raised pointing. The appearance is rustic. The limestone
of the 1871 section is light gray with a fine texture, whereas the
limestone of the 1926 section derives from an entirely different
stratum and contains much chert. Six round arch windows in each
wall of the nave carry forward the theme of the sanctuary. The
sills are cut limestone. The gable roof has a box cornice and is
higher than the low gable roof of the sanctuary. The roofing is
asphalt strip shingles. ~ There is' ‘4 limeéstone chimney on the southern
elevation. e : v T SR  eesel e

The western elevation of the chapel is fine limestone in coursed
ashlar. The whole of the elevation is flanked by two large attached
round columns which support a classical cornice surmounted by a
green copper-sheathed belfrey and cupola. The pediment is stuccoed.
The central, round arch doorway is approached through a shallow
porch with a gabled roof supported by two engaged columns. Centered
above the entrance .is a large rose window. Two larger than life
gilded statues of Mary occupy canopied niches to either side of

the entrance.
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Along the north facade of the 18Tl section stands a stone Lourdes
Grotto contiguous with but not attached to the wall of the nave.
Along the north facade of the 1926 section a huge iron mission
cross is attached to the wall. At the foot of the cr¥doss is a
white iron Pieta dating from 1868.

The interior ofjthe chapel is characteristic of an Alsatian village
church. Round arch windows, barrel vaulted ceiling, frescos and
pictures and stained glass windows lend a warm and intimate atmos-
phere. The walls of the nave are crowded with statues and stations
of the cross which add to the heavy ornamentation. A distinctive
feature is the evidence of the once numerous votive offerings of
arms, legs, hearts, heads, polio Dbraces and crutches associated
with the Maria Hilf Pilgrimage. The votive picture of Maria Hilf
was painted in 1869 by Godfrey Frohe, a Bavarian artist of local
fame. It in encased in the truncated reredos of the altar. The
votive statue of the Pieta occupies a prominent place.

The appearance of the front elevation of the original brick chapel
remains unknown. It was removed at the time of the 1871 expansion
and no drawings or pictures have been found. The western elevation
‘of the 1871 addition to the chapel was limestone in random ashlar.
The middle third of the elevation was occupied by a central round
arch door, above which were three round arch lancet windows, the
central window taller than the other two. In the center of the
gable was a quatrefoil window in a circular frame.

With each enlargement new pews were fashioned, but the original
mobiliary from 1853 and examples of the 18Tl pews have been
preserved in the choir loft. Stained glass windows of superb
quality were installed in 1904 by Godfrey Frohe.

Before the renovation of the interior in 1926, the walls were
covered with frescos, votive sculptures, and votive pictures

which reflected the Alsatian origin of the chapel and pilgrimage.
After the renovation, the votive pictures were displaced by statues,
which; along with six additional stained glass windows, reveal

the influence of many ethnic groups. These subtle but significant
alterations demonstrate the cosmopolitan appeal of the chapel and
pilgrimage since the -turn of the century.

Sacristies added to the east and south walls of the original
chapel do not significantly alter the building and could be re-

moved since they Bo longer serve a useful funetion.
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The Marie Hilf Chapel is significant for its historic associations
with the great period of European immigratimn to America and more
particularly with the Alsatian setclement in western New York

Joseph Batt was & leader of the local Alsatian community. He

built the chapel in 1853 to fulfill a vow made to Our Lady Help of
Christians (Maria Hilf) on November 29, 1836, when the sailing shif
Mary Ann was near foundering in a hurricane in the North Atlantic.Ll:2
The story of the storm, of the vow, and of the safe arrival is
legendary in western New York. ©No sooner was the chapel completed
than a pilgrimage evolved. The Maria Hilf Pilgrimage is now in '
its 125th year. The original Pieta and the original votiwve painting
of Maria Hilf maintain the symbolic and historic continuity with the
medieval Alsatian pilgrimage at Marienthal.>

The chapel served a dual purpose as a religious center for the rural
Alsatian settlement and as an immigrant pilgrimage shrine for the
urban Alsatians, Germans, Poles and Italians. Each succeeding group
of Continental Catholic European immigrants was attracted by the
familiar Maria Hilf Pilgrimage and by the atmosphere of the c hapel
which was reminiscent of their homeland. This was a significant
factor in easing ethnic tensions and promoting the gssimmilation

of Polish and Italian immigrants into a predominately German
community.

"Observations by Bellvile at Greenwich, London, in November,
1836", Letter (AF/M.439/67) from Mr. P.J. Meade, Director of Services
Meteorological Office, London Road, Bracknell, Berkshire REI2257,
December T, 19T70.

2 y
London Times, December 6, 1836.

3
Andre Marcel Burg, Marienthal Tome III; Alsatia Monastica.

Phalsbourg; Societe d'Histoire de 1'Eglise d'Alsace, 1959.
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The chapel also served as a viable alternative to the "heroic"”
medical practice of the mid-nineteenth century. The practice o
bleeding, blistering, puking, and purging prevalent at the time
was rejected in favor of the gentler ministrations of popular
religion as the many votive offerings attest. Waxen, wooden, and
plaster representations of arms, legs, hearts, and heads were left
as evidence of relief from illness and injury through the inter-
cession of Maria Hilf. ©Polio braces and crutches hanging on the
walls of the chapel are relics of this popular religious practice
which continued well into the middle of the twentieth century.

The architectural significance of the 1853 Maria Hilf Chapel lies
in the unique contrast between its American exterior and Alsatian
interior. While the plain exterior of the building blended incon-
spicuausly with the contemporary Greek Revival church architecture
of the mid-nineteenth century western New York, the busy interior
with round arch windows, barrel vaulted ceiling, wooden church
mobiliary, frescos and pictures recreated the atmosphere of an
Alsatian village church.

The architecture of the chapel vividly reflects the mid-nineteenth
century psychology of the original Alsatian immigrants of 1828-1838.
Externally they had adapted to American ways, but internally they
clung to their centuries-old traditions and customs.

The 1871 addition of the nave, a much larger and taller limestone
structure, reflects the growth of the chapel to accommodate regular
religious services. Still, in 31871, the old traditions persisted,
preserving the contrast between the exterior and the interdor of
the building. In 1926, the third and final section of the chapel
was built and the chapel interior was renovated.

The architectural significance of the chapel as it now stands lies

in its preservation of all of the essential contrasting American

and Alsatian features of the.original brick chapel, along with the
decorative and architectural alterations which reflect the multi-
national significance of the chapel and the pilgrimage. The eclectic
appearance of the front-mixing of a classical pediment with a Gothic

baustin Flint, ed.) Buffalo Medical Journal. Buffalo, NY.
Volume II, 18L6.
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rose window, and an Italian Renaissance porch; the imposing German
Kreuzberg (Mount Calvary Shrine), the small French Lourdes Grotto,
stained glass windows reflecting the Irish devotian to Saint Patrick
and the Italian devotion to Saint Joseph, the Polish iecon of Our

Lady of Perpetual Help and the statue of Saint Stanislaus, and the
Hungarian Infant of Prague - are all architectural or decorative
modifications of the Alsatian original which show the use and adaption
of the chapel by successive immigrant national groups.

The Maria Hilf Chapel, school and cemetery served as the focal point
for repeated attempts at the establishment of a concentrated settlement
in a rural township served by Buffalo and villages in adjacent
townships. The chapel stands as one of the few remaining landmarks

in a rural township now a densely populated suburb of Buffalo.
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Domasi Anne. Mary - U.S.A. Huntington, «Ind.::Our Sunday.Vigitor Press,
1978. (in press)
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Diocese of Buffelo., ~Buffaslo: Catheolic Historical Publishing Co.,
1904.

Donohue, Thomas. History of the Diocese of Buffalo. Buffalo: Buffalo
Catholiec Publication Co., 1929,

Galvin, James J. Blessed John Neumann, Fourth Bishop of Philadelphis.
Baltimore: Helicon Press, 1964.

Reukauf, Charles A., ed. Cheektowaga Cavalcade, The First Hundred
Years 1839-1939. Cheektowaga, NY: By Town of Cheektowaga, 1939.

Smith, H. Perry. ed. History of the City of Buffgalo and Frie County.
2 volumes. Syracuse: D. Mason and Company, 188%4.

Strebler, Joseph. Alsaciens Au Texas: (Annexe I Histoire D'Un Emigrant
Alsacien, Joseph Batt) Strasbourg: Culture Alsacienne, 1975.

White, Truman C. ed. Erie County, New York. 2 volumes. Boston: Boston
History Company, 1898.

Zimpfer, George. The History of the Roman Catholic Parish of S8.
Peter.and Peul . Willismsyille, NY., Williamswille, NY.? By the
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PAMPHLETS :

"Erinnerung au die Wallfahrt nach der Maria Hilf Kapelle zu
Cheektowaga, NY." Buffalo: Volksfreund Printing Co., 1889.

"Krotki Rys Historji Zalozenia Kaplicy Matki Boskiej Nieustajacej,
w Cheektowaga, NY." Buffalo: Dziennika, 1930.
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"Ricordo del Pellegrinaggio alla Cappella della Madonna dell 'Aiuto
dei Cristiani a Cheektowaga, NY." Buffalo: c¢. 1952.

"Souvenir of the Pilgrimage to the Chapel of Our Lady Help of
Christians at Cheektowaga, NY." Buffalo: Volksfreund Printing
., 1901,

Zimpfer, George. "History of the Shrine of Our Lady Help of Christians,
Cheektowaga, New York." in Our Lady Help of Christians Chapel
Church. Cheektowaga, NY. By the Parish, 4125 Union Road, 1959.

PUBLISHED ARTICLES:

Batt, Ronald E. "Joseph Batt and The Chapel, A Biographical Sketch
of an Alsatian Immigrant." Niagara Frontier, 23:49, 1976. Pub-
lications of the Buffalo and Erie County Historical Soczety,
Vol. 58, Buffalo, 1976.

Ricker, George A. "The Buffalo and Depew Railways: Street Railway
Review, reprint from June 15,1901,

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

. Buffalo Courier. "Maria Hilf Chapel, A Second Lourdes, Near the
City of Buffalo," May 13, 189k,

Buffalo Express. "Buffalo Shrines and Pilgrimages - Two Churches
famous in the same way as the Shrine of Ste. Anne de Beaupre. -
Tokens Left by Pilgrims - Our Lady Help of Christians, at
Cheektowaga, and the Church of the Fourteen Holy Helpers."
January 28, 1906.

MANUSCRIPTS :

Fischer, Joseph. "History of the Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians"
Unpublished handwritten manuscript in leatherbound book
entitled Historia Missionis, Cheektowaga, NY. March 17, 1893.

Link, Leo G. "History of the Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians."
July, 1946.
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"Episcopal Regulations and Other Rules and Statements
Situated in the Town of Cheektowaga in
1871 before

Pax,. George.
About Batt's Chapel,
the Boundaries of Williamsville Mission. June 27,

The Ecclesiastical Committee and Bishop Ryan."

(Copies of manuscripts are available at:)
Buffalo and Brie County Historical Seciety

25 Nottingham Court
Buffalo, New York 14216
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4. Chapel of Our Lady Help
Cheektowaga, Erie County
Photo by: "Drisch," 1974
Neg. At: "Drisch" studio
View: Interior-Choir loft.
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5. Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians
Cheektowaga, Erie County

Photo by: "Drisch," 19Tk
Neg. At: "Drisch” studio DEC 14 976

View: Wrought iron gltar gates.
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Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians
Cheektowaga, Erie County

Photo Credit: Claire L. Ross 8/78
Neg. Filed: Nys Parks & Recreation
Division for Historic Preservation

View: Looking south






Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians
Cheektowaga, Erie County

Photo Credit: Claire L. Ross 8/78
Neg. Filed: NYS Parks & Recreation
Division for Historic Preservation

View: West gide front elevation






Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians

Cheektowaga, Erie County

Photo Credit: Claire Ross 8/78

Neg. Filed: NYS Parks and Recreation
Division for Historic Preservation

View: Interior - Sanctuary, original chapel
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12288 . Informatian]
Orin Lehman, Commissioner N

July 31, 1978?;‘7;;’0{ Ay
= 69 19

WX NATIONAL
Dr. William Murtagh \_*.  REGISTER
Keeper of the Register NGSs
Dept. of Interior 47 g
18th and C. Streets \{QQEI‘
Washington, D.C. 20240 RE: Chapel of Our Lady Help

of Christians
Erie County

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Due to the urgency of this nomination for the Chapel of
Our Lady Help of Christians, photographs taken in 1975-6 have
been enclosed with the form. The stone wall in front of
the chapel's west elevation has since been removed, but it
was not part of this nomination. New photographs will be
taken in August for our files and we will forward a set to
the National Register as soon as possible.

& Beisie BB

Claire L. Ross

Program Assistant

Historic Preservation
Field Services

CLR/rbp
Enc..



TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: O{,ggf&( /) Aun L.O.d»t /Qé/%/) d\ ChuisH s

To/Erom: Lﬂv\w %DAO/\-L@L/V" DaTE: |2/4 ‘7&

ADDRESS : @bl SHPY St PHONE :

STAFF MEMBER: L,Q),e.,b,z__ Division: N (L.

REPORT:
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NAME OF PROPERT éw/ prd dm’/écé %/ A Chrishoan STATE /Um/ Lo O

The attached National Register Inventory Nommatmn form is bemg returned to your office fo -
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATIZ

IS RESUBMITTED.

7 | Description:

TR

8 | Statement of Significance: \%

\\

\

A
9 | Bibliography: \
10| Geographical Data -- Acreage /%’//5/, emﬁ//d/m( A ST A cag

see OFA P?
UTM Reference(s). \\ : L E

Verbal Boundary Description

12| Certification: %
Photographic Coverage: \
Map Coverage: : \

Other: ﬁnm o2 i & Z[,g// P hamfﬁdf'ccf;p /Ea\§4 /‘C’O/uﬁf"

Z)/U(/)n/a/‘jﬁs 7{'& /mm/a/mﬂzf/ #nifzé L6 j;ﬂﬂﬁ[w /’ﬂmﬂ/zf)( = 7 —

Cluded please sedd Jistgno olesnriping fr;fmnémp_s ,ACLG/PQ/

Questwns concerning this nomination may be directed to g U ff fj 7 >q //// o

on the National Register staff, telephone 2.2 3Y3-Y0/ i

Thank you for your attention to the above items.

Date:‘

Chief, Branch of Registration T as e va

L4
»

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8 = = =



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _ NEW YORK

Date Entered A . 19718
Name 7 Location
Grace and Thomaston Buildings Great Neck Plaza
Nassau County
‘ Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians Cheektowaga
Erie County
Gilsey Hotel New York

New York County

Also Notified

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan

Honorable Jacob K. Javits State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Lester L. Wolfe Mr. Orin Lehman

Honorable Neal Green Cormissioner

Honorable Jack Kemp Parks and Recreation

Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238

,/ BR __ Byers/bjr = 1/5/79
L



we MR 6783

| DATE:

L

| FROM: REMARKS:
DESIGNATION:
RFRD: e et RFRD: RFRD: RFRD:
DATE: Bg DATE: DATE: DATE:

' & NE
{ SUBJECT: . . ACK’D:
R o

BOR 8- 12a
DEC. 1971

BUREAU OF OUTDOOR RECREATION

DATE REPLY DUE:

e

SIGNED:




OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL
AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
1/9/79 ¥

BUREAU HCRS

Please prepare response for signature of Gary R. Catron, Assistant
to the Secretary and Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs.

Include a copy of your final response for CL files.

DUE DATE Januaryg: 1979

CL-Room 6253
x6667



> WASHINGTON OFFICE.
S;TH.LAlscr:mKi':\LPYonx 2244 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING

. . AREA CoDE 202: 225-5265
e i Congress of the TUnited States ot Fanima Bove
e PHouse of Representatives gesciases gt ots
:';g:u:?::f:m:r Mingtﬂﬂ, E.ﬁ. 20515 ED RUTKOWSKI

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

January 4, 1979

Gary R. Catron
Assistant to the Secretary and
Director of Congressional and
Legislative Affairs
United States Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Catron:

As you may recall, I have written to you previously
in regard to the nomination of the Maria Hilf Chapel
to the National Register of Historic Places. It has
been brought to my attention that the Chapel has been
included in the Register, and it is my hope that you
will be able to confirm that fact.

Should this be true, I would be most grateful if the

Chapel Historian, Mike Burzynski, could receive the
appropriate documents by March 25, since this is the

date for the Town of Cheektowaga and the Chapel dedication.
It would be most appreciated if the plaque designating the
Chapel as an historic landmark could be present at that time.

I thank you for your cooperation in this important event
and look forward to hearing from you.

I Wl ant o 1OR_6743

of Congress

Sincerely,

JK:sg

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
ECTESSIONAL AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS |
RECEIVED

AN 81979




House of Representatives

¥ashington, D.C. 20515 W

Thank you for your inquiry ef Jamuary 4, 1979, concerning the
nonisation of the Chapel of Our lLady Help of Christians

m! M‘l). G #3051 L DI o “ m mm m
Historic Places. We are pleased to inform you that this property
was entered in the National Register om December 14, 1978.

Honorable Jack Kesp }//3/7? » I}Z] 1?

The Heritage Conservation and Reereation Service does not have

a program to present plagmes to properties listed in the Hatiomal
Register. However, the Hew York State historie preservation office
does prepare certificates suitable for framing. These certificates,
along with a copy of the Matienal Register form, are ferwarded to
the Regional State Parks amd Recreation Commission which arranges

a presentation cerxemony.

We have informed the New York State historic preservation office of
the March 25, 1979, Chapel dedication and have been told that the
certificate for the Maria Hilf Chapel is being prepared. In addition,
' we were told that the Regiomal State Parks and Recreation Commission
would be pleased to coordinate the presentation with Mr. Burzynski.

If I can be of further assistance, please let me koow., I appreciate
your interest im historiec preservation.

Sincerely,

Gary R. Catrom ;

Assistant to the Secretary
and Director of Congressional
and Legislative Affairs



cc: Mr., Orin Lehman
Commissioner
Parks and Recreation
Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany,. New York 12238

bcc: Secretary's File

Secretary's Reading File (2)

FW

Director's Reading File

Associate Director, Connally

Chief, OAHP

FHR-Lumpkin

FHR-CL

CL

NR

POR - 6783 :
FHR:S Lightner:WCC:1/26/79:343-6401
Retyped:FHR:S Lightner:lw:1-30-79:343-6401

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR

ERIE COUNTY, NEW YORK



"NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

(1)) NAME as it appears on federal register: ®°T”ER NAMES: date of entry. |(g)county code:
Chapel of Our Lady Help of Christians ~ Maria Hilf Chapel ECM 29
LOCATION street & number city / town vicinity of state county ®)nPs ION

® 4125 Union Rd =

5 Union Rd. Cheektowaga NY Erie NA

(7) owNER KIPRIVATE [JSTATE [IMUNICIPAL ICOUNTY CIMULTIPLE CJFEDERAL(agency name) |@aominisTRATOR:

(@) exisTInG survevs Onass OHAER_ONkL|@Q Funpep-

Ovis Ono ]@CONGRESS pisTrRict 38th l@souRcsof NOMINATION  XRSTATE  [JFEDERAL

-8E MRbHaTa "B’ Batt

{ O rocAL  CIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION

@CONDITION O deteriorated Oaltered DOoriginal site @teatures: o COSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 o CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 & CJSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3
Oexcellent Oruins Ounaltered Omoved gonor INTACT-O go NOT INTACT-O COINOT INTACT - O
Dg'o.od Ounexposed Oreconstructed DOunknown WO UNKNOWN -4 WO UNKNOWN-5 SO UNKNOWN -6
Dfair Ounexcavated Oexcavated 20 NOT APPLICABLE-7 WO NOT APPLICABLE-S Z O NOT APPLICABLE- 9

@ ACCESS ([YES-Restricted [JYES -Unrestricted [JNo Access [J]Unknown [@WAPTWE use CJYES DNﬂI@ SAVED? D YES I IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? [Jyes[Ino|

€) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : O ENGINEERING =11 O3 LANDSCAPE ARCH.~ 15 [J POLITICS/ GOVT." 21 CJRECREATION =28 fCLA'IMSZ explain

DIARCHEOLOGY - prehistoric=2 (3 COMMERCE = 6 O ENTERTAINMENT-26 OJ LAW=16 O RELIGION= 22 O SETTLEMENT-29 S

O ARCHEOLOGY - historic~-1 O COMMUNICATIONS =7 (O EXPLORATION -12 O LITERATURE=17 O SCIENCE- 23 DIURBAN PLANNING-31 | «o1d ¢ O

D AGRICULTURE -3 O CONSERVATION - 8 O HEALTH-27 O MILITARY - 18 [ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)

O ARCHITECTURE-4 O ECONOMICS -5 O INDUSTRY-13 0 music-19 [J SOCIAL / CULTURAL-30 ‘only’ O

O ART=5 O EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION =14 D PHILOSOPHY = 20 0 TRANSPORTATION-25

= = ETHNIC GROUP
@f\mctlons Odl.tos of initial construction: g ASSOCIATION

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: major alterations :
CURRENTLY: histeric events:

@ architectural style(s): architect: master builder: @onglnoor:

@lmdsea.pe architect s garden designer: @intorior decorator: @ artist: @artllun: @builder/oontnctor:

@NAMES give role & date

PERSONAL:
EVENTS :
INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

. Wreviewers initials, date. R /- ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER& PUT ON REVERSE




