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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 0ld New York Post Building is a three bay, thirteen story
commercial structure sited across from St. Paul's churchyard

in Lower Manhattan. The steel frame structure has a stone

clad facade, and side and back walls constructed of brick.

The three distinct bays of the facade emphasize the structure's
verticality while decorative stonework forms horizontal

bonds at each floor level. The four uppermost stories manifest
a complex of ornamentation highlighted by four sculptured
figures in niches flanking each bay. Cast iron railings

with repeated "EP" monograms are attached to narrow

balconies within each bay at the eleventh story level. Each of
the three bays is capped with a large dormer emerging from

the copper clad mansard roof line.

The street level facade, the lobby, and the office arrangements
have had some later alteration and modernization, but much
of the structure's interior has remained unaltered.
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
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—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY - TRANSPORTATION
X 1900- X_COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1906 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Robert Kohn

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1906 as a new publishing office for the famous New

York Evening Post, this thirteen story structure is an

unusual architectural expression of the Germanic or geometric
phase of the Art Nouveau style. Designed by Robert Kohn

and ornamented with two sculptures created by the German realist
sculptor Gutzon Borglum and two others by Estelle Rombold Kohn,
the Post building represents a foreshadowing of the predominent
Art Deco taste of the nineteenth-twenties.

The historian Allan Nevins evaluates the New York Evening

Post as "one of the world's greatest newspapers,...one which

has been important to the whole course of metropolitan
journalism in America since 1800, and [also] upon some important
parts of local and national history."l

The editorials of the Evening Post reflected the progressive
ideas of its writers, proposing social and cultural advancements
which eventually became a part of the fabric of this city.

Ideas were initiated through Post editorials for a park in a
central location, an art museum metropolitan in nature, a public
library in addition to the already existing private ones,

and multiple-unit housing prior to the advent of the apartment
house dwelling.

"The Evening Post, in its century-long history, united three
strong traditions. First, the traditions clustering about its
founder, Alexander Hamilton; second, the traditions created
during the long editorship of William Cullen Bryant,...and
finally the tradition of fighting Manchester liberalism embodied
in the trenchant work of Edwin Lawrence Godkin, editor of the
New York Nation... "The career of a newspaper conducted by

such strong and aggressive journalists was certain to be stormy...“2

lallan Nevins, The New York Evening Post: A Century of
Journalism (New York: Russell and Russell, 1950), first
page of preface.

2Ibid. first page of introduction.
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During the early part of the First World War, internal

divisions at 20 Vesey Street threatened the paper with total
destruction. The editor was Rollo Ogden and the owner was

Oswald Garrison Villard, son of Henry Villard, and grandson of
William Lloyd Garrison. Villard was a pacifist, taking

editorial positions that were highly unpopular in the United States.
Ogden resigned, taking an editorial position with The New York Times.

As a result, "The financial position of the Evening Post became
increasingly precarious; the staff, restive and unhappy, began
to break up and seek other positions, and the daily lost nearly all
its influence... [It was] finally rescued by Thomas Lamont of

the house of J.P. Morgan...,but by 1918 its great dags were over.
It was essentially of of the casualties of the war."

At the time the Evening Post was planning the new facility at

20 Vesey Street, The New York Times noted that "The plans prepared
by Robert D. Kohn, the architect, are the result of a study of
newspaper buildings in the principal cities between St. Louis and
the Atlantic Coast."4 Dpescribing the building, the article
informs us that there were fifteen stories in the building. The
two basement levels below the street, the four topmost stories,

and one third of the ground floor were reserved for its own use.

An obituary notice in the Michigan Society of Architects Bulletin
of July 1953 stated that Robert D. Kohn, architect of the Evening
Post building, died at the age of 83, He had just been

elected to the National Academy of design. Kohn had practiced in
New York since 1895 and was architect for R.H. Macy's department
store, and the Temple-Emanuel buildings, both done in collaboration
with Charles Butler and another of his partners, Clarence S. Stein.
The Board of Design, New York World's Fair (1930), and the Division
of Housing P.M.A. (1933-4), were also designed by him. Kohn was
president of the American Institute of Architects from 1930 to 1932.
He was also president of the Society of Ethical Culture and was
architect of the building at 2 West 64th Street in which their
Sunday school meetings are held.

31bid. second page of introduction.

4The New York Times June 18; -1906.
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0ld New York Evening Post Building
New York, New York County

Photo credit: E. Ralph - 1976 AUG 16 1977
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NAMEAS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER.Old New York Evening POSt Building

OTHER NAMES: 3 5
LOCATION:
STREET & NUMBER 20 Vesey ST.
arv.town New York i CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 19th
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.
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PR AT T TR . o e T T 3 Substanti i
{ Ssubstantially intact-1 __Substantially intact-2 — Substantially intact-3
— unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 _.unknown -6
— not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _ Net applicakle-9
«~Interior, exterior, cnvirscns not intact-0
CONDITION ~ 4(CELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GO0D —RUINS —ALTERED _—MOVED
__FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unknown
~Unexcavated 3 ~Excavated
ACCESS ~ Yes-restricted’  Yes-urrestricted No access Unknown
o
historic district ? YES ]
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES @
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES 6‘03
' IF YES, NAME: :
ADAPTIVE USE; YES NO 3 :
: Saved ? es)  mo , ¢ »
FUNCTION (S)! (use vdcabulary words)
then- commercial
now- commercial
SIGNIFICANCE: 5
—ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION . —entertainment A
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—AGRICULTURE _—ECONOMICS —UITERATURE . —recreation
RCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN —settlement
—ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC S —socio/cultural
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L<COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) - planning
5 _—INVENTION ) =2
Claims

Cep:
first? ves o teoldest’? ves o tonly?? ves wo



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: S80edcs

architect/m.builder; Robert Kohn

engineer:

landscape/garden designer: artlst/artlsan, Gutzon Borglum and Estelle
i i Rombold Kohn
Interior decorator: builder /COlltractor; ombo
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& X V
appropriate date)
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institutional -

DATES! DaTE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 1906 -
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