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INAME
HISTORIC

Hotel Chelsea
AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION
STREET& NUMBER

222 West 23rd Street —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN

New York . VICINITY OF

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
20th

STATE
New York

CODE
36

COUNTY
New York

CODE
061

CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY

—DISTRICT
2Lbuilding(9C
—STRUCTURE
—SITE
—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
—PUBLIC
XpRIVATE

—BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
X_OCCUPIED 
—UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X-YES: RESTRICTED 
— YES: UNRESTRICTED 
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

X_COMMERCIAL —PARK 
—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY —OTHER:

HOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Hotel Chelsea
STREETS! NUMBER

222 West 23rd Street
CITY. TOWN

New York vicinity of

STATE

New York
Qlocation of legal description

COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Now York Couiity Hall of Records

STREETS! NUMBER
31 Chambers Street

CITY. TOWN
New York

STATE

New York
□ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
New York city Landmark Preservation Commission

DATE
March 15, 1966 federal state .COUNTY XlOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS NYC Landmark Preservation Commission, 305 Broadway
CITY. TOWN

New York
STATE

New York



DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE

X_EXCELLENT

_GOOD

—FAIR

_DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

—UNALTERED
X_ALTERED

CHECK ONE
X_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chelsea is an eleven story, twenty-five bay, brick 
hotel located on the south side of West 23rd Street, a main 
crosstown thoroughfare. The facade is arranged in five 
parts with engaged towers in the center and on either end, the 
former being slightly higher and having a pyramidal roof with 
a massive chimney attached to its northeast corner; the 
latter are topped with brick gables within which each has 
a large tri-partite pointed arch window. Six other large 
chimneys emerge from a slate roof which is punctuated by two 
large doinners oyer each of the two recessed portions of the 
facade. A notable architectural feature is the succession 
of floral design, iron balconies from the second through the 
eighth story. The balconies run across the entire facade 
and are accessible from the apartments through French doors. 
The main entrance, with Gothic style detailing has remained 
unaltered, although several street level storefronts have 
had some modernization.

Over the years some alterations have been made to meet 
safety codes, but many of the apartments retain their 
original decorative woodwork and high ceilings. The 
fireplace in the main lobby still has its elaborately 
carved, wooden chimney piece, and the ornate iron railing 
of the main staircase is still intact.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 
—1400-1499 
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
—1700-1799 

X—1800-1899 

—1 900-

areas OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
—AGRICULTURE 

X—ARCHITECTURE 
—ART
—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—INDUSTRY

—LAW
X—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 
—MUSIC 
—PHILOSOPHY 
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION
—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE 
—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN

—THEATER 
—TRANSPORTATION 
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 1884 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Hubert, Pirsson & Co.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chelsea Hotel, designed and built by Hubert, Pirsson 
and Company in 1884, has been us^d as a hotel-since-1905,
mlik ^ _____ ___ — ______ «« - ^ a _ ‘ .The hotel is one of New York's most famous landmarks because
it was frequented by numerous writers and artists. Over the 
years the residential roster has carried the names of 
Mark Twain, Sarah Bernhardt, 0. Henry, Arthur B. Davies,
James T. Farrell, Robert Flaherty, John Sloan, Eugene O'Neill, 
Thomas Wolfe, Brendan Behan, Edgar Lee Masters, Dylan Thomas 
and Arthur Miller. At the Chelsea, William Burroughs wrote 
Naked Lunch and Virgil Thomson created Lord Bryon, his first 
American Opera. Edgar Lee Masters dedicated an unpublished 
poem to the Chelsea and the hotel appears as a haven of refuge 
from atomic bombs for the hero of Stuart Cloete's novelette,
^he Blast. In Brendan Behan's New York several paces are devoted 
to experiences in the Chelsea and its environs.-------- ---- ------ ---------------- Among themovies filmed on the site was Andy Warhol's "The Chelsea Girls 
in 1968.

The Chelsea survives as one of the great late nineteenth 
century apartment houses in New York. Philip G. HTibert, 
the chief designing partner, became famous as the originator 
of the co-operative apartment house in this country and for the 
introduction of fireproofing techniques in the construction.
The florid, cast-iron balconies were made by the firm of 
J.B. and J.M. Cornell.

The Chelsea was among the earliest buildings to be 
designated a New York City landmark. This distinction was 
conferred on it because of its notable architectural features 
and because of its significance as part of the development of 
the literary and artistic heritage of the city.
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