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The Chelsea is an eleven story, twenty-five bay, brick
hotel located on the south side of West 23rd Street, a main
crosstown thoroughfare. The facade is arranged in five
parts with engaged towers in the center and on either end, the
former being slightly higher and having a pyramidal roof with
a massive chimney attached to its northeast corner; the
latter are topped with brick gables within which each has
a large tri-partite pointed arch window. Six other large
chimneys emerge from a slate roof which is punctuated by two
large dormers over each of the two recessed portions of the
facade. A notable architectural feature is the succession
of floral design, iron balconies from the second through the
eighth story. The balconies run across the entire facade
and are accessible from the apartments through French doors.
The main entrance, with Gothic style detailing has remained
unaltered, although several street level storefronts have
had some modernization.

Over the years some alterations have been made to meet
safety codes, but many of the apartments retain their
original decorative woodwork and high ceilings. The
fireplace in the main lobby still has its elaborately
carved, wooden chimney piece, and the ornate iron railing
of the main staircase is still intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chelsea Hotel, designed and built by Hubert, Pirsson
and Company in 1884, has been used as a hotel since 1905.
The hotel is one of New York's most famous landmarks because
it was frequented by numerous writers and artists. Over the
years the residential roster has carried the names of
Mark Twain, Sarah Bernhardt, O. Henry, Arthur B. Davies,
James T. Farrell, Robert Flaherty, John Sloan, Eugene 0'Neill,
Thomas Wolfe, Brendan Behan, Edgar Lee Masters, Dylan Thomas
and Arthur Miller. At the Chelsea, William Burroughs wrote
Naked Lunch and Virgil Thomson created Lord Bryon, his first
American Opera. Edgar Lee Masters dedicated an unpublished
poem to the Chelsea and the hotel appears as a haven of refuge
from atomic bombs for the hero of Stuart Cloetebs novelette,
The Blast. InBrendon Behan's New York several pages are devoted
to experiences in the Chelsea and its environs. Among the
movies filmed on the site was Andy Warhol's "The Chelsea Girls"
in 1968.

The Chelsea survives as one of the great late nineteenth
century apartment houses in New York. Philip G. Hubert,
the chief designing partner, became famous as the originator
of the co-operative apartment house in this country and for the
introduction of fireproofing techniques in the construction.
The florid, cast-iron balconies were made by the firm of
J.B. and J.M. Cornell.

The Chelsea was among the earliest buildings to be
designated a New York City landmark. This distinction was
conferred on it because of its notable architectural features
and because of its significance as part of the development of
the literary and artistic heritage of the city.
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