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The Fraunces Tavern Block, bounded by Coenties Slip, Broad,
Water and Pearl Streets in Lower Manhattan, is composed 
of sixteen different eighteenth and nineteenth century 
structures. These contiguous but independent 
buildings exemplify the various architectural styles of 
the period. The block derives its name from the Fraunces 
Tavern, a reconstructed city landmark which houses a 
restaurant and museum dedicated to George Washington and 
the Revolutionary War. The Tavern is at the corner of 
Broad and Pearl Streets, at the northwest corner of the block.

The area surrounding the Fraunces Tavern Block was radically 
affected by the enormous redevelopment of Lower Manhattan 
that occurred during the past decade. The adjacent landscape 
is characterized by parking lots awaiting future 
construction and by looming office towers. The massive 
structures nearby create a deep contrast with the antiquated 
design and small scale of the former mercantile 
establishments that remain from an older New York.

The visual and temporal unity of the Fraunces Tavern 
Block promotes continuity among the individual structures 
that were separately designed. The sixteen buildings form an 
harmonious unit uninterrupted by incompatible intrusions.
The buildings are constructed of masonry bearing walls, 
mostly brick with stone trim on some windows and doorways 
as well as in the form of ground floor piers. They range 
in height from three-and-a-half stories to six stories, 
and in width from three to six bays. The roofs are either 
flat or pitched, in some cases with dormers. Some 
structures were built for residential uses but were early 
at least partially converted to commercial uses. Monumental 
granite piers, carved capitals, arched and paned windows, 
leaded fanlights, Flemish patterned bond brick, pitched 
roofs, cast-iron storefronts, delicately detailed railings 
and uniform cornice lines are prominent features that 
respectively express the Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival 
and Victorian phases of architecture.

The modern intrusions which exist in the block are in 
the form of ground floor alterations. Possibly the most noticeable 

alteration is the ground floor of 22 Water Street/
105 Broad Street (1882) which is an imitation of 
uncoursed rubble. The facade of 26 Water Street was 
recently remodeled in the early Georgian style.



X

Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED TJOV % ?

DATE ENTERED ftPR 2 « 1Q77

Fraunces Tavern Block, New York, New York County 

CONTINUATION SHEET Owners ITEM NUMBER #4 PAGE 1

it

fc.'

I'

r-

m

Owner:

Leon Abolafia 
150 Nassau Street

Joseph F. DeMay, Inc. 
28 Water Street

Pearl-Water Street Realty 
38 Pearl Street

Sons .of the Revolution 
54 Pearl Street

Sylvan Lawrence Company 
100 William Street

Uris Building Corp. 
10 East 53rd Street

Propertyi 

30 Water Street

28 Water Street

62 Pearl Street 
32 Water Street

54, 58 Pearl Street 
101 Broad Street 
24, 26 Water Street

60 Pearl Street
105 Broad Street/22 Water Street

1 Coenties Slip/38 Water Street 
3 Coenties Slip
5 Coenties Slip/66 Pearl Street 
34 Water Street/64 Pearl Street 
36 Water Street

■ m
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The Fraunces Tavern, for which the block was named,
contains some original fabric, particularly on lower 
floors, but is the result of a massive conjectural restoration 
which took place in 1907. The other buildings on the block 
actually have more historical integrity than the tavern 
because they have retained more early fabric.

A list of the sixteen buildings which comprise the block 
is contained in section 4.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fraunces Tavern Block derives its significance both 
from the sense of history it conveys and from the array 
of architectural styles that are formidably compacted 
into the block. One of the few surviving examples of the 
waterfront community in nineteenth century New York City, 
it is a rare and surprising urban streetscape.

Deeded to the Van Cortlandt family under an East River Water 
Grant (c. 1686), by 1800 the land-filled block consisted 
of residential buildings. Stephen de Lancey, the son-in-law 
of Stephanus Van Cortlandt, built a dwelling for his family 
in the block in 1719. The house, bought in 1763 
by Samuel Fraunces, became the Queen's Head Tavern. With the 
growth of harbor commerce in the nineteenth century, the 
other houses were converted into stores, factories and 
warehouses. This transformation from a residential community 
into a business center was facilitated by the demolition 
of buildings to make possible the widening of Pearl Street in 
the 1820's; this changed the boundaries of the block to the 
street line that exists today. In the place of the demolished 
houses, present-day commercial buildings were constructed 
to accommodate the new and thriving businesses of the 
seaport. The block has a known archeological potential.

Ada Louise Huxtable, in a recent New York Times article, has 
most articulately expressed the sentiments of preservationists, 
historians and a large portion of the Lower Manhattan 
Community with regard to the Fraunces Tavern Block;

What the Fraunces Tavern block represents 
now, in professional urban terms, is 
the most valuable kind of architectural 

townscape ; a real, surviving, cohesive 
group of structures of a specifically 
related period and style that forms an 
incomparable dramatic foil for the present;
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a kind of historical and esthetic setting 
for which there is no substitute, and 
without which a city is immeasurably 
poorer,. It is a rare island of 
historic authenticity.!

Remarkably, the block has survived fires, unaesthetic 
alterations, demolition and grave deterioration; it continues 
to offer an architectural record of over one-hundred years 
of history. The architects and builders responsible for 
the Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival and Victorian buildings 
are unknown. But it is evident and widely acknowledged 
that the anonymous designers and craftsmen of the nineteenth 
century devised a distinctive architectural style for 
commercial buildings which the Fraunces Tavern Block exemplifies 
in a completeness infrequently encountered in New York City.

The ground level storefront facades typically consisted of 
monolithic granite piers and carved capitals. The upper stories 
were constructed with brick, topped with a simple 
cornice. Talbot Hamlin describes the type of buildings 
built in this area of Manhattan during the early nineteenth 
century as follows:

...the uniformity of their cornice lines, 
the monumental repetition of their granite 
piers, and the rhythmical regularity of 
their openings give a pleasant harmony and 
unity to the streets they border. The 
best of these buildings are simple, useful, 
unostentatious, human in scale, and unrestrained and delicate in detail.^

Huxtable, Ada Louise. "The Bulldozer Approaches a 
Historic Block," New York Times, July 14, 1974, 
Section II, p. 21.

^Hamlin, Talbot. Greek Revival Architecture in America 
(New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1944), p. 149.
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The even setbacks and comparatively low heights of the 
buildings transmit a feeling of solidarity among the 
structures in the grouping. The individual buildings 
that are diversely designed create a highly interesting 
setting; the small scale of the Fraunces Tavern Block 
becomes of greater value when viewed against the surrounding 
skyscrapers of contemporary architecture. The resulting 
contrast between the Fraunces Tavern Block and the large 
edifices in Lower Manhattan is excitingly striking, 
and provides a humanizing note in the midst of twentieth 
century walled canyons.
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12238 Information 518 474-0456
Orin Lehman, Commissioner

November 22, 1976

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Register Office 
Dept, of the Interior 
18th & C Streets, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Att; Raymond Luce 

Dear Dr. Murtagh;

Enclosed is the National Register nomination form for 
the Fraunces Tavern Block, New York County.

We would appreciate your help in reviewing this form as 
soon as possible. Five of the buildings are currently 
threatened with demolition and listing on the Register will 
enable purchase by a qualified developer who wishes to pre­
serve the buildings.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Lynn A. Beebe 
National Register and 

Survey Coordinator 
Historic Preservation 

Field Services

LAB/EKR/jf
Enclosure
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H34-880
FEB j 8 1977

JRTERiOR DEPT.:
I ijn

Mr. Leon Abolafla 
150 Nassau Street 
New York, New York 14605

fee 11 1977 

SOLICITOR'S 

'DOCKET

Mil

Dear Property Owner:

As you have probably already been Informed by State or local repre­
sentatives, the property you own is included in a district that has 
been nominated by the State for listing in the National Register, 
which is that list of evidences of the past deemed worthy of keeping 
for the future by the Secretary of the Interior. This nomination la 
pending in our office.

Since you may not have been aware of potential benefits and provisions 
of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when the district including your property 
was originally considered by the State for nomination, we are sending 
information material at this time. If you wish to make comments about 
your property or the district relative to the National Register 
"Criteria for Evaluation" (sto enclosed green leaflet), we will be 
pleased to consider them. Comments should be made within 30 days of 
receipt of this letter and should be addressed to Dr. William J. Hurtagh, 
Keeper of the National Register, National Park Service, Department of 
the Interior, Washington, D.C, 20240,

Information concerning standards for rehabilitation may be obtained 
from Technical Preservation Services, Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation, National Park Service, Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D.C. 20240.

Questions concerning the National Register program or the iraplementatlon 
of the historic preaervation provisions of the Tax Reform Act should 
also be addressed to the Keeper of the National Register. Inquiries 
must include the name of the district (see address label) and property 
address to be properly handled.

Sincerely yours.

(Sgd.) WillIan J. Murtagh

'x.ixlcsu.i e.
bcc; 001 Reading File

iasoFNP:HERRINGTON:sle:2-4-77

William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880

i:-
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Identical letter sent to :

Leon Abolafla 
150 Nassau Street 
New York, New York 10038

Mr. Joseph F. DeHay
28 Water Street
New York, New York 10004

Sons of the Rovolution
54 Pearl Street
New York, New York 10004

Urls Building Corporation 
10 East 53rd Street 
Hew York, New York 10022

Sylvan Lawrence Coi^any 
100 William Street 
New York, New York 10038

Pearl-Water Street Realty
38 Pearl Street
New York, New York 1004
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100 William Street 
New York, N.Y. 10038 

(212) 344-0044

March 11, 1977

Via Certified Mail 
(Return Receipt Requested)

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C, 20240

Dear Sir:
Re: 105 Broad Street

New York City 
Your Reference: H34-880

The undersigned. Sylvan Lawrence Company, fee owner of 
the subject property, acknowledges receipt of your letter 
dated February 18, 1977.

In said letter you advise that the subject property has 
been nominated by the State of New York for listing in the 
National Register and that such nomination is pending in 
your office.

We wish to advise that we have received no prior advice 
from the State of New York or the City of New York,or any other 
local representative, of such nomination.

/

We would further advise that the subject building owned 
by us of no historical or architectural value, as indeed
are none of the buildings contained on the city block.of
which our building forms a part (i. e., the block bounded by 
Pearl Street, Broad Street, Water Street and Coenties Slip W.) 
with the exception only of a building known as Fraunces 
Tavern,

d

. vSi?-
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Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Page 2
March 11, 1977

It is respectfully submitted that the presence of one 
building of historical value does not require the designation 
of all other buildings located on the same city block, as 
landmarks, which do not have historical or architectural 
value or require that same be included in the National Regis- 

^ter. The subject property was purchased by the undersigned 
'' for investment purposes with a view towards demolition and 

erection of a new commercial building at such time when rental 
market conditions would improve.

We therefore formally protest any proposed inclusion of 
the subject property owned by us, or indeed of the entire city 
block on which it is located, for inclusion in the National 
Register.

We believe and respectfully submit that the intended pur­
poses of preserving historic structures should be implemented 
with great particularity, singling out only those structures 
which themselves are of historic value and that a shotgun 
approach which would include along with an historic structure, 
buildings built at a much later period (which in themselves have 
no historic or architectural interest or value as to merit 
inclusion in the Federal Register) would be highly inappropriate 
and inequitable, as to do so would constitute an infringement 
upon the ownership rights of the parties holding title thereto 
as well as inhibit and restrict demolition of unwanted structures 
and replacement thereof by improved modern structures in keeping 
with the needs and demands of a modern changing city.

Your favarable consideration of the protest herein contained 
is respectfully requested.

Very truly yours, 
SYLVAN LAWRENCE COMPi

Martin R. Levine, Attorney
MRL:M
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54 PEARL STREET 
New York, N. Y. 10004

(212) 425-1776

/l/^CAi ^6 V" 4 O; L
Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:
We were delighted to receive your letter of February l8, 1977 
regarding our district which has been nominated by the State 
for list^ing in the National Register, and the enclosed literature.
0\ir Society has labored hard to preserve that part of the 
historic block which we have owned since 1904, Fraunces Tavern.
We are proud of our achievements, and I am enclosing some of 
our latest literature on what we have been doing.
Many thanks for your kind letter, and we will be eagerly 
awaiting word on our pending nominations.
Sincerely yours,

JoFert S. Williams, Jr,
Executive Director

March 17, 1977

Enclosure
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Mr. Martin R. Levine 
Attorney
Sylvan Lawrence Company 
100 Wllllara Street 
New York, Now York 10038

Dear Hr. Levine:
Thank you for your letter concerning the proposed listing in the 
National Register of the Fraunces Tavern Block in New York City.

According to the office of the New York State Historic Preservation 
Officer, a letter was mailed to your client, the Sylvan Lawrence 
Company, dated October 25, 1976, notifying them that the district 
had been suggested as a place that might meet National Register 
criteria. The letter solicited coments on the significance of the 
proposed district and provided information on the National Register 
program and the effect of listing.

C o (2 In
•n So Jh o o A copy of the nomination prepared by New York State is enclosed for 
g (S o 00 S your information. The nomination form explains why the entire block 

was nominated as a total resource. The National Register wUl be 
pleased to review any cotmaents you may have on the significance of 
the property and will provide a copy of your coBaaents to the State 
Historic Preservation Officer, Mr. Orln Lehman, Consaisaloner. Parks 
and Recreation, Agency Building #1, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New 
York 12238.
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60H 15 appreciate your participation in the National Register commenting 
" ‘ ^ process.

If the property is accepted for listing in the National Register, 
notice will be placed in the "Federal Register." If additional 
Information is needed to complete the evaluation, or if it is deter- 
mined that the property does not meet the National Register criteria 
for evaluation (section 60.6 of 36 CFR Part 60), the nomination will 
be returned to the State with explanatory material.
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Sincerely yours,

fSgd.j William J. Murtagh
Wllllara J. Hurtagh
Keeper of the National Register

Enclosure
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Advisory 

Council On 

Historic 

Preservation

1522 K Street N’W. 
Washington D.C. 
20005

March 20, 1980

Mr. Richard Rosan 
Director
Office of Development 
City of New York 
225 Broadway
New York, New York 10007

■W-'

Dear Mr. Rosan:

This is in response to your letter of March 11, 1980, in which 
your agency made a determination that proceeding with an Urban 
Development Action Grant (UDAG) project, an undertaking of the 
City of New York, will not adversely affect the Fraunces Tavern 
Block^^N^ York^ Npw Y.nrk. g property included in the ISational 
Register of Historic Places. This determination was made pursuant 
to Section 800.4(c) of the Council's regulations, "Protection of 
Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800). This project 
is described on page 8 of the material submitted as "a single 
transaction involving construction of a 1,000,000 square foot 
office building at 85 Broad Street; construction of public improve­
ments by the City of New York; improvements to foundation conditions 
and restoration of facades; and acquisition of buildings."

We have initiated our review of your determination. As you know,
Mr. Paul.Travis of your office forwarded to us several documents 
that were inadvertently left out of the package forwarded to us.
We will be in contact with you shortly concerning our review of 
this aspect of the project and its effect on the one identified 
National Register property. It appears, however, that the city 
has not as yet completed its responsibilities to identify all 
properties in the area of the project's proposed environmental 
impact that may be eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places and may be affected by this project. Page 10 of the material 
notes at least two other properties in the area that appear to 
have historical, cultural, and archeological significance; the 
Lower Manhattan Street pattern and the Stadt Huys site.



Section 800.4(a) of the Council's regulations sets forth the 
method of evaluating the significance of such properties. We 
request that you initiate this evaluation and inform us of your 
findings as expeditiously as possible. If the evaluation results 
in a determination by the Secretary of the Interior that the 
properties are eligible for inclusion in the National Register, we 
look forward to working with you as you follow the remaining steps 
in Section 800.4 to evaluate the effect of the project on the 
properties. Should you have any questions, please call Ms. Amy 
Schlagel of our staff at 202-254-3495.

Thank you for your cooperation, 
this Section 106 case proceeds.

We will be in touch with you as

Sincerely,

/ f

Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
'•Chief, Eastern Division 

of Project Review
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Reproduced here are pages 102-104 of the original manu­
script for the Memoir of Col. Benjamin Tallmadge. A limited 
edition was published posthumously in 1858 by his son, 
Frederick Augustus Tallmadge, who was a state senator and 
a congressional representative. Benjamin Tallmadge pre­
pared his Memoir "at the request of his children”. It deals 
with events of the Revolutionary War.

Col. Tallmadge (1754-1835), a well-known officer of the 
Continental Army’s Second Regiment Light Dragoons and a 
personal friend of Gen. George Washington, relates on these 
pages what he witnessed at the general’s solemn farewell 
in Fraunces Tavern,

Tallmadge’s Memoir does not tell specifically who else 
besides himself and Gen. Henry Knox were present that Dec. 
4 in the tavern. Pieced together from numerous other sources, 
however, the following list has emerged.

Definitely present: Benjamin Tallmadge, Gen. Henry 
Knox, Mayor James Duane, the New York City Council (see 
next paragraph), Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, Gov. 
George Clmton, Maj.- Gen. James Clinton, Col. Benjamin 
Walker and Col. Humphreys (both aides-de-camp to Washing­
ton), Samuel Fraunces.

Probably present: Brig. Gen. Philip Van Cortlandt, Maj. 
Gen. Benjamin Lincoln, Maj. Gen. Nathaniel Greene, Col. 
John Lamb, Brig. Gen. John Patterson, Maj. Gen. Jedediah 
Huntington, Col. Samuel B. Webb, Col. Henry Jackson, Lt. 
Col. William Hull, Maj. Pettingill, Brig. Gen. Edward Hand, 
Col. Courtlandt, Lt. Col. William Maxwell, Capt. Samuel 
Shaw, Lt. Whiting, Maj. Gen. Israel »Putnam (presence less 
than certain because of failing health), Alexander Hamilton, 
Gen. Philip Schuyler, Gen. Alexander McDougall, Gen. 
Thaddeus Kosciuszko, Col. Cooke, Maj. Fish, Maj. Burbeck, 
Maj. Charles Carroll, Lt, Robert Burnett, Nicholas Low, 
Isaac Seats, Lewis Morris. The New York City Common 
Council was mostly dormant during the 1776-83 British 
occupation of the city, but the following members were af­
firmed by election Dec. 15, 1783; their individual attendance 
at the farewell gathering has not been verified: Aldermen 
Benjamin Blagge, Thomas Randall, John Broome (Pres.), 
William W. Gilbert, William Nielson, Thomas Ivets, Abraham 
P. Lott, and Assistants Daniel Phoenix, Abraham Van Geld- 
et, Thomas Ten Eyck, Henry Shute, Samuel Johnson, Jere­
miah Wool.

William Addleman Ganoe’s book on The History of the' 
United States Army suggests the officers’ appearance:

"Gathered in the high-ceilinged room were the infantry of­
ficers with their blue cutaway coats faced with white, their 
white buttons, silver epaulets, black gaiters, and white- 
braided cocked hats with black plumes; the artillery officers 
with their scarlet facings, yellow buttons, gold epaulets and 
yellow-braided cocked hats with black and ted plumes; and 
here.and there a general officer in his blue and buff and with 
stars upon his gold epaulets.”

The weekly Independent Gazette newspaper on Saturday, 
Dec. 6, 1783 said Washington "was attended to his barge 
by his ExOellency the Governor; a number of General and 
other officers (von Steuben among them), and a great con­
course of people. At his departure he was saluted with a 
discharge of 13 cannon from the fort.”

Washington was rowed across the Hudson Rivet to Paul- 
us Hook (now Jersey City), N.J. The general went to Phila­
delphia, then to Annapolis, where he resigned his commis­
sion to Congress on Dec. 23 and then proceeded to his estate 
in Virginia. Tallmadge sensed it was unlikely "that we 
should see his face no mote.” Indeed, Washington was back 
in New York in 1789— to take the oath of office as President.
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